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PREFACE. 

Ik these "biter ilnjrB," when a nge far book Diaklng; f 
vailiw nil ngM, bcxc^ bdJ onndiiiuns, it U Dcurwtjr neu««iirT m 
olTi-r tlie UHuul liackiieyei) iipoli)gy, fuc wlini in lainlrelly ooIIkiI 
"u IrcsiMi* u|iun lliv iKiUvnce uf Ilie imbllL'l " SliuuLl the Imok 

EijTe eni<;ruiimng. nnd In suiue dwcre« usel'ul, no aixjlngy will 
nvtvsnirj' — if oiberwiw, none ■'HI be receivwl. I hIiiiII con- 
tent nijwll' with tvCerrine ditiUned)' iii Ibe flourcia froiu wliii'li 
Ibe matrriiiU f»r ihiB worit hBv« bvQa derived, in urdcr tu give 
ui opii'irtiiuiiy uf aiuertainuig its authentidlf. 

For ilie eurrei-tnew witli wliicli ibe ulveiitiire« of Boons, 
BuiTH, and Juuxeraia are dclniled, I rervr tbv render [i> tlii: 
ttivBi of eacb of ibow genllciien. In tlie lile of 
isiij jNiitieulnrB reliuine to ibe riege of Brjuni'a 
Sialton luid ibe buttle (if the Bbie Liokc which Nre nut to be 
found In Uooiie'ii iiiirntiive. For xnine of these I am indebtHi 
to Ur. H:ir-hull; but iniHt of them hiivu Ureri tiilten IVoiii a 
aerieeof "NctcK," which up|ieiit«it, about ISSO, in the Kenlui-ky 
GaatU^, mid whicli were aiTBhilly utkeii duvrji from the verh:il 
cuuiiuuniaitiuiie uf liidividuula who weru uctively engKged in 
tboM sccnES. 

P>ir themiiking t neid en t« Attending llieexpediliiinof Chaw- 

rOBD, I ftia iiulebti^l to the |irinttn) niirr.illve i.f KNcoriT and 

Blvvkn, jmblinlieU iiniiietliutcl? after tiicir return to VirginiiL, 

[ WbvH the uffidr ww frfedi in the retroUeainn of hundreds, nnd 

I Mif DUMlatenx^nt wuidd iimiantl/ h>ve been correuied. Kem- 

I wax's adroiitureii »r« inken &oui » uuiuuimri|)t Meeuuiit dictated 

I br the pioneer liiniMtlf, and now in tlie pooseaaion of Mr. John 

[ I>, T^;Iur, uf W'aliiujpoii, Ky, Tlie lulveiituniH of Jouunhet 

BW from a printed nceuum by bimmlt, whieli nnpcnred in ITHl, 

itrnnoiliHtel/ atutr the defeat of Si. CLiir; nnii tlione uf Keir- 

iru>, from liiHuwn auciiiiiil — which ilit author, in eommon with 

majiy otliom, liw heard re|ieatt.-dl; from lii« own llns. For the 

rwt I trfer the render eenemJly to Mvicnlr'n ndlectian, Mr. 

Withrr^ "Border Warn, "nd the"Ifu!e8onEi9ntut!kt',"alreudy 

mentioned. 

AwnuH porlidn of the minor detHilH li are been gnlhered from 

ErBonal eonvervnlion with the indivldtinlrt eniicerneil. I might 
re given a IkmI of aneoiliKes, (lurtaking ictroncljr of the niar- 
' Teloa», and mmt uf lliein reiilly worlhv of being inserted, could 
I I have been Kitiafird of their triUh I But I hnve chosen to con- 
le myieir to ihow friven niion nntinenlloimiile nnlhurit/ ; and 
D conwil«nlioii«ly iifllmj, thiil 1 hitre iKlmllted notliing whicli 
I taycXS, at tbo time, did not believe to be true. 

J. A. MoC 



PUBLISHERS' PREFACE TO THE EDITION OF 1872. 

The foregoing is the material i)ortion of the Author's Pre- 
face to the original edition of these "Sketches of Western Ad- 
venture" — first published in 1832, b^ our father. Judge Lewis 
Collins, then editor of the Maysville (Kj.) Eagle; at whose 
instance the Sketchefl were written by the most gifted friend of 
his boyhood. Daniel Boone had been a resident of Maysville 
only a few years before Mr. C. settled there, and his relatives 
8till lived there. Simon Kenton, William Kennan, Jamea 
Ward, Charles Ward, Maj. Hugh McGary, Thomas Marshall, 
and a few other heroes of the within "Adventures," were ac- 
quaintances or personal friends of both the Author and the 
Publisher — some of them as early as 1806-13. They had every 
facility that existed, at that day, to verify, and were thoroughly 
assured of, the accuracy of these sketches. 

InquiriL'S in the neighborhood where the brothers live<l, de- 
Teloc^d that it was Andrew, and not Adam Poe, who had the 
terrible ailventure with Big Foot. We have changed the name 
accordingly. Recent examination of documents and corres- 
pondence of which the Author had no knowledge, has satistied 
the present Publishers of several slight inaccuracies, and of one 
error in criticism of public conduct; and these have )>ecn cor- 
rected. The work is more than ever deserving the rank it took 
in 1832 ns authentic history. Many editions, and many thou- 
sand copies, were subsequently published, but none since 1800-1. 

The subjoined biographical sketch of the Author, Kev. John 
A. McClung, D.D., is from the pen of his life-long friend, 
Henry Waller, Escj., one of the ablest members of the Chi- 
cago bar for seventeen vears past, and, for nearly twenty years 
prior, of the Mavsville oar, an honored representative of Mason 
county in the itentucky Legislature, a president of the Mays- 
▼ille and Lexington Railroad, etc. It is a beautiful, rich, and 
thrilling tribute — as just as it is elegant — to one of the noble>t 
and most gifted of Kcntuckians — who was, in succcs.<ion, min- 
ister, author, lawyer, statesman, and again minister of the Gos- 
pel; a model in them all, and always the highest type of a 
Christian gentleman. 

The "Additional Sketches," beginning with page ooo, we have 
compiled from the most authentic sources. They are of the 
Kime thrilling character as those which gave the work a stand- 
ard reputation forty years ago. 

RICHARD H. COLLINS, 
VAL. P. COLLINS. 
Covington, Kij,. January 1, 1872. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR. 



JoiTN Ai.ii-t*M'KBML€i.rau wu» iwni near the Inn-iiof Wi( 
I Jngtoii, In tin cuuniy ot ilsaon, Atate of Kentucky, on the 21 
L^yot ScpUmlier, 1804. HU b.tb«r, JuUik Williuiu Mi.'Cluiie.a 
Kjwtive ot Virginitt, of Scotch eitraclion, was distinguished in the 
Lrly liiMnry ot hia ((Inplfiil Suie tor his Icgnl ability and juili< 
r cial imrlty uiil firninen. On th« 25th ot Muy. 1703, he hail niar- 
[ livil Min Sunn Marahull, a tlnughier ot Col. Thomas Maishall, 
dsiiltrut t'liirf Ju9tire Mkinlinll, ot Virginia. She wnsalody 
rnre iniellMtinl {Kiwcn, lirilliHiicy of cuiivenatiun, swtKtiins 
k«t dtspotilion and ciffvaleil piety. 

JudSD UcClung died when Juhn vns a tittle boy, luiit he woa 
KfOins left to thi^ euro and tmining ot a pttinl tiiid devoted niolliur. 
Ooring their Iiv<!« ihpy vcre mrely scparali^l; and tur iiuuiy 
lycusand lo thccl^eof her lite she ruddcd in ttie tontilyof h«^1 
Elan, who won tiii»t lenilerl; attaclieil to her. Slie rcaehed S' 
[. grcst ase of 6i years, and died in MaysTiUe, Ky., on the 6th d 
'~ ml>er, 1S5!). 

In «nrly boylioud. John exhibited uniiBiial eOjEcmesB torlcnoi 
l>cdgealidaiiiusiomile tondneatorbooks. He not only aeqnim 
F'tailly and rujiiiUy, hut digested and retainxd wtiat he read tod 
r TcinBrk«ble extenL So soon as be wax sulDciciilly advani?«d, Wtift 
I wotfavr gent him lo the c«lebnit«d Academy at Buck Pond, in 
I Woodford County. Ky., under (lie aupervidon of hia uneic. Dr. 
r Iiottis MnnhnU. There he had llteadvanlaf^ot being instructed 
L hj itr. William R. Thompwii. a Scoirh ^ntleman ot the hi^ 
I sttaUnneiita in ciawloal teaming, who was not only n 

ll tclioUr, of pure and pions -chamerer, but a ligid disciid 

■ariao, wfUi a rare faeulty of imparting hia kufiwlcdgc, a 

KWtnnlng (he attArhiuenI of IiIk pupils. The great niuid of i 

1 prodiKwd, also, a powerful impression upon the ti 

Sent!, by opening up wide fields of knowledge, aHjuaiuta 

u with new niodea ot analysis and iliouglit, and b " 



Vi BIOOnAPHY OF THE A UTHOJL 

ing to a generous emulation. And there was a larger number 
of highly-gifted and ambitious youths in the Academy, at that 
period, than at any other similar institution in the West, as has 
been abundantly shown by their distinguished records in after 
life. 

It was in the midst of such influences, that young McClung 
may be said to liave commenced his career as a student. He 
was retiring in his nature, quiet, unobtrusive, meditative in his 
habits, and select in his comiKinionshi{»s; and noted, even at 
that early day, for his long, solitary walks. His application to 
his studies was close and indefatigable ; and he soon was re- 
garded as one of the most thorough and accurate scholars in that 
bright circle of young intellects. 

In the spring of 1820, a revival of religion occurred at the 
Pi4gah Presbyterian meeting-house, which brought within its 
influence some of the most promising boys in the Academy — 
young McClung in the number. Shortly after, a malignant fe- 
ver prevailed amongst the students, resulting fatally in many 
cases. He suflfered a severe attack, but after a long, hard strug- 
^e, his strong constitution triumphed, and he was partially re- 
stored to health. But he never recovered from the fearful effects 
of heavy doses of calomel which were administered to him, ac- 
cording to the medical i>ractice of that day. TJius, when he left 
the school, his mind was already richly furnished for one so 
young, his constitution was permanently im|>aircd, and he had 
dedicated his life to his Savior. 

In his 18th year, he was enrolled as a student in the Theolog- 
ical Seminary at Princeton. His api)lication to his studies was 
so intense, that his frail health yielded to the strain, and he was 
forced to return to Kentucky in 1824. There, as his health re- 
Tived, he continued his Theological studies. 

He was married, on the 25th of Novemtx^r, 1825, to Miss Eliza 
Johnston, of Washington, Ky., a daughter of Dr. John Johnston, 
formerly of Connecticut, and a sister of Hon. Josiah Stoddard 
Johnston, afterward Senator from Louisiana, and of Gon. Al]:)ert 
Sidney Johnston. She was one of the gentlest, purest, mott 
unselfish of women, refined and elevated by a deep and fervent 
piety. 

In 1828, he was license<l by the El»enezer Presbj-terj* to preach 
the Gospel. At this jwriod of his life his reputatirm for scholar- 
ship was very high. His reading, independent of his Theolog- 
ical studies, liad been very extensive in all the great departments 
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hut c^aarical <u>tl modem tfaoujiht. He waa a critical scbolsl 
I, Grwfc. anil Hvlirew, anJ iviild quote lately uuil K 
iflapni? fmni llie originals ol ihc Icailiiig autlioi'a. ^ 
llbimorT. pluloaaphy, povtry, and bcUes-letUca genernll}'. 

I ^ftcd ami ciciquFnl of all his ti-llow-slud«iita (iblleil,fl 
I'convcnuUim, yeus aftKrwonl, (hat McClung wax superior U^H 
^*ti»in lie lud ever known, in tlie exoctnen and scope of W 
t. anil Ihc iTleiirue« and pooer trith whioli ht gnupiHl If 
I belli aX\ that tie rnul ; thai every \ia^ was, is it were, ]tr 
I'Ai* tmia, as be could not only mute subsiontSally tlie i; 
B.llf a book, but <|UDte the lan|;un^ liy YWfK ">>d line. 

Thv Ant eflbna of the young iireocher jinxiueed a great w 
n Kentucky. Uis thought vroa original, liis dictJuu orn 
lanner dignitlcd and imprcsivc: lie was bold, logical, i 
^uent. enthusiastic, and pniiuinFd whtu to rank with the n 
triUialit and powerful orutoniof llie [lulpit. During the 
jMrrind of two or three years, he preached in various 
I the State, and crowded aHTiubllai greeted him wherever 1 
D the very tlirvsholil of Uiis opening future of h 
If nnuiae and wid(> uscriiliieie. in the midst of popular « 
EfiutMHndntpitlly-ri^ng reputation, he paused; his faith waven 
llhe eloiiucnl lips were ailcnL His convictions of the 
KScri|>ture lind liM'onie disturbed, and he was too con» 
f^Io i>reach what lie doubled in liis heart. He promptly si 
^i» conAiUnn li) rresbytcry. and asked lo be relieved. In ^ 

which etaned, a motion was made luptut the v. 
f»( eipuluon. Tlie Eev. John Todd, n noble and venerable <^ 
BdiBrnt tlievroes, niseaml Kiid; "Bretliren, I hi>)>(.- no sueh oi 
I will be taken. Brotlm McClung is honest ; he is a seeker a) 
klroth. Iful under a cloud: give him time; relieve him 
Ldo nothing more. Tlie lifht wMl agiiin duwn upon him, and4 
irU movJy Mtiim." Thus It was rattled. 
Thia waa in 1831. In 1&32, «t the instance of his llfe-lod 
§rrimd. Lewlx Collins. Ksq , editor of the Mayaville E^le, H 

c tbfl "Sbrfrftei of WrMem Adimtiirt." They were pnblishod 
lla tniok-fDmi hy Mr. Oolliris, became very popular, and passed 
KtlinKu^i niany editions. These skeltrhea were dashed off' tsp- 
Eldlf, bat arc vivid, gniphic. niitl l^iiThful delineations of wild 
f pioneer life, anil ilic fieren struggles of krrder war. Tlicy are 
■ faithful pii'lnrei of The primeval forests of the West, of the sav- 
I ^ff diiefs anil tril>c« lliai tiwiucd them, and of Uie heroic, in- 
~ '« advEnuiien wl>o conquerad both. 
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In 1830, through the celebrated publisliing house of Carey & 
Lea, Philadelphia, he liad published a work of fiction, entitled 
"Camden" — a tale of the South during the revolutionary period 
—of singular interest and power, in which he gave a description 
of the battle of Camden that is a very master-piece of military 
narration. 

He Imd, indeed, a passionate admiration of military exploits, 
and was gifted in comprehending and accurately describing 
them. He Wiis not satisfied, as men ordinarily are, with a gen- 
eral conception of a battle. He Iooke<l closely into details; he 
studied the topography of the field of oi)erations, until he be- 
came familiar with all its military features; he examined into 
the numbers, material, and condition of the opix)sing forces; 
the qualifications of leaders and subalterns; the strategy and 
maneuvers preceding and during the battle; the i)ositions of the 
various cor])s, divisions, and regiments, and the particular part 
in tlic struggle i>erformed by each; the swaying tides of the 
fight, the advance and retreat, the turning point, the decisive 
charge, and all the causes conspiring to the grand result. He 
gathered these details from all sources accessible — history, biog- 
raphy, official rei>orts of commanding and inferior oflicers, and 
contemixjrary correspondence — and, after thorough collation and 
scrutiny of these, he formed his own conclusions as to the con- 
test and its (X)nsequences. 

It was after this fashion he had studied histor>', ancient and 
modem, civil as well as militarj-, in all its amplitude. Upon such 
vast acquisitions he had brought to liear his rare powers of gen- 
eralization, and so traced causes and results in their continuous 
flow from the earliest to the latest periods, and so arranged and 
connected the great facts of history, that the origin, migration, 
and intermingling of races, the rise, progress, and decay of na- 
tions, with their deep teachings of philosophy, lay in his mem- 
ory in one connected and consistent outline. 

Shortly after retiring from the ministry, he determined to un- 
dertake the study of the law. At the May term, 183o, he was 
admitted to the bar of the Mason Circuit Court, and immedi- 
ateiy entered uj^on the practice. He had foni»e<l a jiartnership 
with Harrison Taylor, Rsq., a gentleman of lcg:il ability and 
great worth, who was as«<K.-iated with him so long as he i)rac- 
ticed law. an<l who has continued a prosj^erous professional ca- 
reer to the present time, besides being for four years Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of Kentucky, and filling other 
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iftlccsol lii^ honor in the Stole. On the iky at liiani 

"r. SJrClnng arguH, licfore (br Coori, a qowdion involving tt 

n o( ailnlule anil n diMcull point in pleading, 
2iiiuii)t WM brief, clcnr, nnd togcnt; and nltluiush tlic subj 
I been cnlisiilelvd very iluiihtful, it was ttlt, wlit^ ii 
|blad«d. UinL B duninnstnition had been iniule. Ttift dcciai 
inipUy niiderwl in liis favor. From tliftt linip Up took p 
a the (rant rank nf liis iiroF««3i<>n, and, during a. p 
1 Grimi yurs dumiion, was rcjjwilpd as one of tho 1 
Iftlrjrra ami atilext uilvovules in tliu 8Uil«. 

. ?pcakrr lN-[on> roiirts aitd jnrii'K, lie was never i 
s ur tnliani, roruly clubomlc, always earnest and cflectiiv 
s nuUiing dnmllory in lii» elTorls, His »tal«nivnti U 
raa ooiiciw, and tlie order and login of his argiini' 
runderfully lurjd, lu cusvs in which lie liud nut the uonvict 
t hi« client was in lh« rittht, McCliing was rtutly up to ti 
inl al lii» own powers. The iTonataouaiiGaa of a 
piuae DDJiut, seemed (o sip hi« urengtii, und hlunt the edge ol 
■|» InMllmrt. He was not a moMer in the (rit'ka or tlaiiamcry d 
in; nor nould lie trtlcnui) liisinrerliyi suiibistry, ut 
■ibterftitce. He was n rnntious, eonsrictitiiiiia counselor, frank 
■Imyaln his opinions ^vmi torliuntH, Hnil never advigingtiti- 
I tmsed on a ju^t i-laim. This course liod tlic etticct 
4 Keneraliy piaciiijc liiiu iu the udvococy of the right. And so 
<Aiai\i)y-<\v^atit\ was liis cluinK't^r for intpgrity luid 
■Ircii in fiic popular heart was the conviction of liis 
iwervtng Ilddity to priiifiple, that he won, nny. he rom- 
lalldrd oa a Irihute. tlio lonlldenre alike of clienls, juries Aiul J 

Hrnee. when he npiiearcJ In a cause nliiiJi lie tiellere~ 
Otw Jusi. and tlirirw h]m»l( into it with nil the earue>tneasd 
"• oonvii-lions, tlie wciglit of his chsnicter and the full powt 
oasBive lugii-, warnii"! anil na»li)iiK witli tJic nrt« of Ii 
ce, lie was well-tiigli iiresisiiblr, and success olniosi a 

M not ambitious in llie ordinary smu. and cared notl»;'fl 
g fw iiltu.-c or |uwer. rmctirally, he ignored all the ana bjl 
I. wliu sepk prefenneiit. wield the populai^e to Uiaf 
UirpOM* kliil pTollt. Hn never dcsmnded lo tlic low plane a 
Ii RcheKM? and demoKoinies plot nnd struggle, nor did hot] 
mpt to inRiiencu iiicn (ly motives indirect, iiecrel, 
'le bMk a lively Inlerest frci}iieiitly both in Fedemi and 81 
ptidca, uid oxcrcisod, for many yews, a wide political Indoen 
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in the State in favor of conservative principles. Especially, in the 
heated contests succee<ling the election of Mr. Van Buren and the 
financial collapse of 1837, he took an active jwrt. and frequently 
and with great effect addressed large gatherings of the people. 
At the solicitation of many friends, he consented and was elected 
to represent his native county in 1837, and took his seat in the 
Legislature in the winter of that year. 

South Carolina had conceived a sectional scheme, hy which she 
proposed to nm a railroad from Charleston, through the States of 
North Carolina and Tennessee, to Ix)uisville, in Kentucky, and at 
the same time and in conjunction therewith to establish a mam- 
moth bank, with its head-office in Charleston, and branches in the 
other States. It was brought forward in the Kentucky Ix^La- 
ture, at the session of 1837, and defeated, Mr. McClung opposing 
it He was re-elei'ted, and took his seat at the session of 1838. 
Great efforts had been made in the canvass of that year to secure 
for the project able friends in the Legislature, and every possible 
appeal directed to Southern sympathies and pride, as well as to 
sectional interests and State aggrandizement. The success was 
very encouraging, and, upon the assembling of the Legislature, 
it was believed by its friends that the charter for road and bank 
would surely pass. Under far more favonible auspices tlian in 
1837, its passage was formidably urge<i by a bo<ly of able, zealous, 
and eloquent men, with the distinguished Commissioner, Col. 
Memminger, of South Carolina, as its chief advocate. The pub- 
lic interest had become intense, influential men had congregated 
from all quarters of the country, and the capital was filled with 
the intellect and fashion and beauty of the State. Every appli- 
ance had been enlisted and used to insure a triumph. The de- 
bate had progressed for several days ; the friends of the measure 
were already flushed with the anticipations of \-ictory; the op- 
position was firm, stem, and uncompromising. It was at this 
point that Mr. McClung, with erect and manly form, took the 
floor. 

In opening, he allude<l to the advantages which the friends of 
the bill contcnde<l would result, and sai<l : 

" At a first glance they are imposing. Tlie grandeur of the 
object inientled to l>e an^onipliyhea — the total revolution in the 
tr.nle, commerce, and iNiliticnl associations of Kentucky, which 
would result fn>m its completion — strikes the mind of the states- 
man with an emotion lK>rdering on awe. an<l for a time deprives 
him of the power of examining the subject with that calm scru- 
tiny which a project so novel and va.st imperiously demands of a 
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but a Soutbcm confederated bank at (Charleston, embracing four 
States, with the Charleston junto holding the reins, curbing the 
four horses in her chariot, and holding them to the track as suits 
her j)uriK>ses. What are those puriHises, sir? Do they bode 
jxjace to the Union, harnionv to this beautiful confederacy of 
sister States? Has she abandoned her wild dream of nullifica- 
tion and dismemlHjrmenl? Uh, yes, Siiys her Commissioner; she 
bits al)andoned all those wild visions; she loves this Union ; she 
has no dark designs of dismemberment. She docs not wish, by 
her commenial bank, to league together four States against a 
National Bank and a N'ati<mal Union, and to bind them to her 
chariot-wheels by fetters of silver, against the coming trouble 
which she is daily fomenting on the lioor of Congress, and daily 
striving to accelerate by the harsh and intiammator^' course of 
her representatives in Congress! There is no design, sir — none 
in the world! Then, gentlemen, strike out that section! * Out 
with that damned si>f»t,' which i)uts a yoke ui>on the neck of 
Kentucky, and the reins in the hands of S<mth Carolina. Sir, 
we are proud of our native State. She stands uiK)n a level with 
any other State. She is true to this I'nion, to the last of lier 
steel and the last of her bn»ath. She has provcfl it, sir, in times 
of blcKxl and danger. Where is the battle-tield witliin her reach 
where her war-cry luis not l)een heard, and where iier rifles liave 
not sountled? UiM)n the land and \\\ycM\ the water, uiM)n the 
beechen fiats of the Thames, and the cypress siivannahs of the 
Mississippi, her s<ms have otFered their bre;ists to the foe, and 
poured out their hearts' blood as freely as the Ha.«jk gives its wine 
to the revel. When the blue waters of Erie blushed red with 
the life-current of our seamen, Kentucky was there. When the 
cypress plains (»f New Orleans pealed to the earthquake shout of 
victorv, Kentucky was there." 

Discomfiture and dismay in the enemy's ranks succeeded the 
flush and hoi>e of triumph, as jwsition after i>o^!ition was car- 
ried. Unpausing and still onwanl, with the precision of a serried 
host and the measured treatl\of massed battalions in column of 
attack, his great argument niove<l steadily and surely i\pon the 
remaining strongholds. The charge was irresistible. A gallant 
effort was made to rally the shattered forces, and a sjilendid 
passage of anns between >remminger and Thomas F. Marshall 
formally close<l the conflict; but all was unavailing. The blow 
delivered by MH^lung was mortal ; there was no recovery. The 
power of the South was broken ; the scheme was crushed, and 
Kentucky safe. 

The imprt.»s.sion of this noble effort throughout the State was 
very great; and had he l>een ambitious, he could easily have 
reached high honors fnmi a grateful and admiring i>eople. But 
he declined all solicitations, and never afterward returned to 
public life. It was entirely unsuited to his liabits, to his tastes, 
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and Mexican retreat before him, perishing as they recede. Not 
less distinctly niarkc<l, but with a step more noiseless and slow, is 
that great combined moral an<l physical recession which I have 
endeavore<l to illustnitc. There is a steadiness along a vastly 
extended line, a slow, sullen, massive regularity, which suggests 
the idea of vast i)ower, and tixed and immutable purpose. It 
licars no remonstrance, it resi)ects no prejudice, it regards no 
boundary, it pauses for no obstacle. Day and night, summer 
and winter, with a step that never tires, yet which never seems 
to move, it still moves on, through granite and steel, to its final 
destiny. What is tliat destiny, and where is the home which 
nature has provided for this slow and sable wanderer?" 

Then, after rapidly sketching the condition of the free blacks 
in the Northern Slave States, he continues: 

"There is upon the western coast of Africa a vast tract of fer- 
tile territory, capable of furnishing subsistence to fifty millions 
of men. Here is the cradle of the negro race. Here he was 
originally planted by the Creator, and from this coast he was 
torn by Violence more than three hundred years ago. Nature 
has given to the negro a constitution adapted to its burning sun 
and deadly night-dew; but the white man sickens and dies 
where the negro thrives and prospers. The great Author of na- 
ture, who has createtl such an infinite variety of plants and ani- 
mals, has generally a.ssigned to each a local habitation, adapted 
to its nature, from which, if left to itself, it will rarely wander. 
The natural habitation of the negro is under the African trop- 
ical sun." 

He then gives a brief history of the establishment and growth 
of Lil)eria ; and as the discussion of the last of his three propo- 
sitions is so masterly, and looks to the solution of a great prob- 
lem, which is still before the American ))eople, and has become, 
from the accelerating influences of the past ten years, far more 
threatening in its aspect and vastly exaggerated in its propor- 
tions, a few additional extracts will doubtless be pardoned^and 
regarded not out of place in this brief memoir of a truly great 
man : 

"The little colony," he continues, "maintains democratic in- 
stitutions in peace and security; and without a standing army, 
without tumult or disorder, ])resorvcs a prodigious a.«»cendancy 
among the surrounding tribes, who regjird her with admiration 
and wonder. There is not an old-estiiblished government in 
Europe, at this day, which wouM dare to imitate her example. 
No doubt her growth has been slow, but it is ea,«y to show that 
the slowness of her growth was abs*)lutely necessary to her fu- 
ture greatness, and is the surest evidence wliirli man can derive 
tliat she is de>line«l to be a light to the African world, and a 
home to the emancipated slave of America. . . . Democratic 
institutions are, of all others, the most ditticult to maintain, and 
no nation has ever yet successfully maintained them, save by a 
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graded condition of the free blacks in this countr>% contrasted 
witli the brilliant prosiHjct which nnites them to* Liberia, to- 
gether with the continued and increasing oj>eration of the great 
movement I liave endeavored to illuiitnite, will cause the tide of 
emigration to set toward the African shore at last, with a force 
which even the most sanguine e^ni now scarcely imagine. All 
the great causes now in oiK»ration are surely destined to continue 
and to gn>w in iK)wer. The root and foundation of the whole, 
the lite and soul of the mighty movement, is the public opinion 
of the Christian and civilized worhl. , . . 

"If that opinion is onward and not backward, then shall the 
k)ng night oi African barbarism come to a close, and the starry 
Hag of her great republic shall yet Hout the blue skies of the 
tropical world. Time, the mighty workman, the great philoso- 
pher, the builder of truth, and the destroyer of error, time alone 
is neces.sary to disclose to a wondering world the increilible tale 
of African greatness. . . . Let democratic free<lom and geo- 
graphical jMisition exert but one-half the influence U}>on her 
that they have shown in the Anglo-Saxon race, and her tlag will 
cover the ocean and ransack every sea with the rich produce of 
her tropical climate. Let the I'rotestant religion liave one-half 
the influence with them which it has exerciseti over the more 
favored ract>s, and the interior of Africa will s|»arkle in the light 
of the Christian faith, an<l the active hum ot civilizeil industry 
will awaken the echoes of her long-slumbering mountains. . . . 

"There Is a general tendencv to cunifyeiutntiun in all things, an 
0(pnilizing adjustment of the balance of good or evil, traces of 
wliidi are clciirly apiKir^Mit in the history of the world. Power 
and civilization, greatness a:id renown, have never been jXTma- 
nent in races or localities, climates or colors. Within the short 

}>eri<.Kl of authentic hL^tory, the scei»ter of civilization and iwwtT 
las been successively wieldeil by many diHerent races, from all 
of whom, in turn, it has been wresteil by another race. It has 
alternately occupied and abandoned many regions of the earth, 
which have succe>sively pa.sscd through the extremes of jwwer 
and degradation, of relinement and Ijarharisni. Assyria and " 
Egypt at one time monoj)olized the jxjwer, the arts, and the sci- 
ence of the world. They have long been sunk in bari^arism and 
degradation. The fret.\loni, the elotiuence, the renown of Greece, 
once held tlie world in admiration and fear; but for long cen- 
turies she has been the slave of i)arbarism, and as I^arbarous as 
livr op]»n.'ss<)rs. Italy has alternately hcvn the seat of fri'ctioni 
and slavery, i»ower and weakiic», eiilightenment and sui>ersti- 
titin. Within the la>t four hniulre«l years, .Spain has pas>eil 
tiirougii the extremes of frecvlum a:ul ren»)wn, slavery antl dis- 
grace. Even the cheerlos de.^erts of Arahia have not been al- 
ways desene<l. and the ilarkness of tlie middle a;ie.'< was lightened 
li]) l»y the s<.rience, civiliz;ition, an<l j^reatnos of her »Saracen 
C alii>lis. 

"Ahntist every other race has h;id its day of light, however 
<leep the darkness which h;is f«i. lowed, lliit the lot of the negro 
ha.'^ as yet been an unmingle.l heritage of woe. That heauiiail 
system of vtniipftucitlun \\\iU-\i ivrwids the \v«>rk of the Creator, 
by which any apparent injustice or deietl in one gift to his crea- 
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tuni* to •toned fur «nd nnnipetiwtcd in name other wajr, la &ne\y 
IlltuiniteJ by y^ley, wid is luu fuuiiliar If/ Ik? Jvtvli uiun by ine. 
And IE Uie AMoiit negro is iiul Uie only tine ol Ms iTvutiu-ta to 
^irliom tlid rule tl'Wa uoc apply, we would suppuni' it luitunil, ilmt 
ttmtue time ami in aomu way, tlie luni^-duliiyeil liourof wiiii|i«i>- 
wstUon iTDuid arrive. Witat a Siplandid lllustmtiun of Che rule 
Will be given, if the n«ru tiuw sliull lUuilly Iw BUltnl by llie 
■oma hand Kbicb Iniil tEeni law ! if arts and dviliuUnn. wcallli 
•nd rannwn, life Btid inimoRstity, slilill be IxHtoweil ujion their 

■CDunuy by tbe Angln-tbxon, in Klum (or ilic dark airooityof the 
•lavc-tniltt, luid tlie long botidugouf Uie deadly ricc-swuuip!" 

« nmiuit-itiutloii of the uulorcd law. wUicti, in IMS, w«inod 
the «Iow woric of KuM pliilusoplilo causes, |H;ac«(ii1ly reaching a 
EOtwammatian thmugb the lapse of many yautB, was suddenly 
■MOdtplisbed. It is trtic, in the violent oonvubiuns of civil war. 
ConMJwUoTuil >ine"drtii-iil!j and 1%'UluIivc eiiaclmeiits bave con- 
^^^ d dtixcnship, sulTngc, oud civil equality u|ion Ibe blackt. 
Bnt. In spile of nil efTorts, pliilantlirupic or punisau, to «]evale 
Uieni td an iu]Uality wiUi the wiiite mit, tlie problem still is, ran 
Ihe two races and colon oonuuinglc, or coaxial in civil and social 
Hliulity on Uic ttine soil T Can the jfol of nature, which wou ld 
Kem lo protest ngaiuit it, be reveneiJ, or (he mark which l^^l 
6od o[ Oeder boa ^xcd, so si^ilkaut of teparation, if not of -9^| 
moolity, beoblit«mlt!d7 ^H 

If not, the question so sltnrply slated by Mr. McClung at^H 
reeuis: "Whal iithedatiiisaml tiihm iiihe homt lehich nature Kat 
pnmdul far (Aw iluu' mat iililf vandmrt" And may not the un- 
iweriiven, witli snob [wwcrof iihibiwipbic dinlui'tion und pro- 
phctk torucoat, be Ibe true solution? "The natural huMtatinajiJ' 
Ito negn) is uuder the Afriian tropical sun ; " under tlic inf 
•I ais*nt uncial laws, " t!ie t«aulanfy of the free lilaeks to 
irOl Iiecinue gcm.>ntl and itre-iiiitiblc," and by force ol fre< 

1 relijfiuii, "the Inlvriiirof Afriea will sparkle in the ligb 
ChHatian foitJi, and tlto bum of dvilimd industry will a 
Bw (cluMa of lier lung-Blum berlti^ mountains." 

During oil the yean of Ids ettntrtgcment from tlie church, i 
hb laborious service in bigb secular employments, Mr. UcCInt 
Haver ecawd to feel an iiitenst in religion, or (ailed to show It 
Mnruice. When, in 1S31, he withdrew bom the ministry, l>o 
did not, at onec abandon his investigation of ttie points «n whioU 
hi* Bdcd luid limiuied. lie was left, as he himself said, Iqj 
Wnilchcd itnle n( anxiety, apprehension, and doubt To re 
tlie (uipense. he »oiigbt diligently, for years, to reach Ibo i 
tietlon that Ibe Soriptores weie ootnie, and to anchor h 
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on iufidclity. He searched for information at every accessible 
source, and gathered from all quarters, and read with eager in- 
terest, the works of skeptics and intidela the world over. But he 
was unsatistied; he could draw from them neither conviction 
nor consolation ; he could find no rock on which to rest. Tlie 
secret was, he did not seek to deceive or delude himself; he liad 
no heart for error, no i)atience with sophistry ; lie was honest ; 
he sought truth; he loved light. Long after\^'ard, he declared 
emphatically he never was, and he found he could not be, an in- 
fidel ; hut he was in deep darkness, and his soul was oppressed 
with gloom. 

In the year 1848, he listened to a sermon of Rev. Dr. Grundy, 
in Maysville, upon one of the i>oints of difficulty which had 
originally disturbed liis faith. Something that fell from the 
j»rcacher arrested his attention, and he determined to take up 
again the whole subject and carefully revise his opinion.s. He 
was induced to this by the hope that his long exjicrience at the 
bar, and the severe training he had undenrone, might enable liis 
mind, under a fresh imjmlse, and by better processes, to reach 
the light at last. He knew well that, where fundamental truth 
was involved, his mind was averse to taking any thing on mere 
trust, and imperiously demanded demonstration. Not that he 
was incajnible of conceiving or accepting truth in the high re- 
gions of the supernatural and the mysterious, for his nn'nd often 
turned with real delight to the mystic and the spiritual. But he 
had been unable to answer the subtle argument of Gibbon, in 
his celebrated chapters on the Secondary Causes for the rapid 
growth of Christianity; and in his examination of the sacred 
writings, he had been shaken as to the authenticity and accu- 
racy of the record, and its integrity and consistency as a great 
body of inspired tnith. 

Under these conditions, he undertook to review his early 
studies, and to reconstruct, if i>os^ible, his early faith. Fortu- 
nately, he met with a nire work— a reply to Gibbon's chapters 
on the Secon<larv Causes, bv an old but vorv able Scotch com- 
mon law jud-re. Sir r)avi<l Dalrj'niplc. The analysis of Gibbon's 
arguments, and the exposure of his false quotations and state- 
ments, are exhaustive and complete. So far as Gibbon's .««ophi9- 
tries wore concerned, the perusal of this book was a great enjoy- 
ment and relief to Mr. McClung: and his stn<ly of the fVriptures 
Ix'came now unremitting and intense. Day after day, night 
after night, till late hours — sometimes throughout the night — 
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did this earnest man, tliis giant student, bend liis energies to 
tlie examination and dose collation and conipariH>n of all the 
books of tlie Old and New Testaments, in the original and in 
translation. It was done conscientiously certainly, and no doubt 
prayerfully. 

After many montlis of unceasing application to this great and 
solemn labor, the clouils were rolled away, the darkness disap- 
peared, the Divine Word was vindicated, the weary mind had 
found its anchor and its rock, and the Sun of Righteousness, 
with healing on his wings, beamed U(>on his heart. 

His convictions seemed to have been very profound, and were 
undisturl>ed to the close of his life. In describing the character 
and course of his investigations, and the elaborate process through 
which he had gone, he stated to a friend, as a sample of the 
foundations he had reached for his intellectual faith, that in the 
Book of Acts, alone, he had found upward of sixty instances of 
minute and midoubteilly undesigned coincidences verifying the 
accuracy of the narrative ; very few of which had ever been no- 
tice<i by any of the numerous commentators he had read. 

On the night of the 23d of February, 1849, in the midst of a 
series of protracted meetings in the Presbyterian Church, in 
Maysville, he rose from his scat, went forward, and offered him- 
self for admission to membership. The narrative then given of 
Ilia exiKiriences, his difticulties, his suirerings, his life-battle, in- 
cluding his avowed belief in the genuineness of his conversion 
in boyhootl, and terminating with a triumphant testimony to tlio 
truth of the whole Bible as the Word of God, is said to have been 
most simple, touching, and soul-i^bduing. The surrender of 
this strong man to his Savior was child-like and complete. The 
pn>p!iecy of his old friend, Mr. Todd, that he wouUl mrehj return, 
was accomplished. And it is believed that it is not going too 
far to say that the return of such a wanderer — so greatly endowed, 
so richly accomplished, so flattered and tempted in the secular 
walks, so severe in his scrutiny, so rigid in his demand for 
demonstration, so unsparing in his researches, so reliant on his 
mental strength and moral consistency, and so entirely honest 
and sincere — was regarded through<kit the wide circle of his ad- 
mirers and friends, and by the whole Christian community, as 
one of the most marked, signal, and convincing testimonies to 
God's blessed truth that has occurrcii amongst men in modern 
times. 

lie scarcely hesitated as to his future life. Although in the 
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midst of a prosperous professional career, upon the proceeds of 
which his family were mainly dependent for support; although 
past the meridian of life, and suffering greatly from the infirmi- 
ties of a weakened constitution and waning strength, he cast 
aside these and all other considerations, and counted all as loss 
for the Cross of Christ. *'I do not think," says a daughter, *'it 
was ever understood how completely my father sacrificed his 
own and his children's worldly prospects by abandoning the 
practice of law for the ministry. Not that he considered it a 
sacrifice; but still it was; and so was the emancipation of his 
slaves." 

To recruit his shattered health, in preparation for his new 
work, he passed a few montlis, during the winter of 1849-M, at 
the water-cure establishment in Brattleboro, Vermont He re- 
turned much improved, and with spirits renovated and buoyant. 
Under a licensure, in 1850, and an ordination, in 1851, from the 
Presbytery of Ebenezer, he resumed the long-abandoned labors 
of his young life, his early love. Here are some passages from 
the pen of the same gifted daughter, l)eautifully descriptive of 
his student habits during his ministerial Ufe: 

**He threw himself, heart and soul, into his ministerial work. 
His reading, which had always taken the widest range of his- 
torj', science, i)oetry, and fiction, was thenceforth mainly con- 
fined to the Scriptures, and every work of any celebrity written 
for their exposition. He quickly gathered about him all the best 
authors on these and kindred subjects; but he was particularly 
devoted to the German commentators. But first, last, and above 
all, he studied the Scriptures in the original. Even our serv- 
ants, who could not read, knew his Hebrew Bible and Greek 
Testament; and it was amusing to see with what gravity and 
promptness they would select them from a pile of miscellaneous 
books when called for. . . . He indeed * searched the Script- 
ures;* and as a burning glass collects the faint and scattered 
rays of the sun into one intense and brilliant flame, so he gath- 
ered from 'Moses and the Prophets' the dim foreshadowings of 
the Sun of Righteousness; and through the medium of his vi\id 
and powerful intellect, poured .<»uch a flood of light upon the 
sacred page that the simplest and most unlearned of his hearers 
might read the dark sayings and understand the hidden things 
of G(k1. Yet he was equally instructive and delightful when he 
chose poino theme from the Ciospol or the Epistles. It is a mat- 
ter of deep regret that these sermons, so pure, so strong, so rich, 
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al, nhnnM Iir« niily in Uia memory at Uiose vho liea 
il tbrni oaly in bint nml tlmiavy outline. But n 
1VI nrulu uiit asL-niiun. as I liuvc (>riFii licurd liiiii 
■rim. uti vuri'Mu otx-aaiuns, touglit ilieiu tor public^iif 
miHMVil wicb a p«n in bia haml and a half-sheet of 
■>iiii, on which he would occnaionally write a word, 
murk sigriiilcanl only to liiiiiself ; but he geneislly 
I uii lii« doslc. and luicd no notes in the pulpit. 
biv* often postsscd myself of these bits of niauuacript aft 
nrd, but tbo few cabaliBtii: wunla and signs suggested alii 
noUiirig 10 niy mind. . . . Ife luid a number u( little ti( 
book«, one of wliicli ho hail always beside him aa be rend, 
In whlfJl ho DindaeopiDuseulrius, but iu ttie sains Cragnicntary 
■tyle. wbii'h. while fcrieiily intelligible ami satisfactory to him- 
wan bi>|icliT«ily c<infusing lo any other niiiid. . . . But in 
uiidit o( tlleM^ iiutt'H, lUbrrw. Orcclw, and Englisli 
e inU.'tli»bie to nix — uiy fnilier hod penned briof, ferv< 
oni.'Vii, evidently ttie spontaneous overflow of deep, di 
inol feoling: and at Uie beginning of cacii little volume, 
few Mileinn words, he ramrrrainl hitUBeU anew to the serv- 
ice al the Lord Jesus, signing his nuiue in full, mi if it were a 
eoTSUuht between his wiul and Qod; and doubtles be so re- 
garded it." 
~be tullowing synopsis of his labora, from 1851 to 1357, was 
31 tgr Judice Lewis Colli ni, in a notice puhlislied in 1SS9: 
Dnrins thcmtnmerand (all of 18.^1, he ncrupied the pulpit of 
■. Dr. W. U Bretkinridge, at Louisville, in the alnence of (liat_ 
itleman in Eiiro|>e. In tlie fall of ISfil, lie was called 

of lilt Fina Presbyterian (?burch of liidinnapol 
with great uceeptubilily to tliat congregation, whi 
devotedly uitiu'he<l lu liim. for between four and Qve yi 
e that lime be was elected, by a unanimous vote of 
of Trustees, I'rcsidcnl of South Manover Coll^'e, Indiai 
office he was induced to accept — but, at Ihe earnt 
of liLa <:linr(-h, afterward resigned. He was subeeqi 
to the Central Chureh of Cinciouati, vacated by the re- 
ut Dr. Rice to St. Luiiif^ which ho declined. About the 
o( the yMr 1855, he wm couipelled, by failing health, to 
the pastoral rharge of tho Indianapolis Church. Near the 
S hia pottorate in that church, he was invited to lake 
of ibe Inry^e ami lliiurisbiiig Preflbyterian Church at Au- 
Oeorgift— and, In the hope ol restoring hia health in s 
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Soutliem climate, he accepte<l the invitation. lie preached to 
that people for a few months, hut, uiKin his return home to re- 
move his family South, his health was again prostrated, and ho 
was compelled, in consequence, to relinquish the charge. 

•'During his ministry of nine years, he recAved invitations to 
varions other pulpits, among them tliatof the lai^ Preshyteriau 
Church at New Orleans, to which Dr. Scott, of San Francisco, for 
many yt>ars ministered, and of which Dr. Palmer, of South Caro- 
lina, is now pastor. 

**Upon leaving his beloved flock at Indianapolis, he removed, 
with his family, to St. Paul, where his only son, J. \V. McClung, 
Esq., had a short time previously located. During his residence 
there of some twelve or fifteen months, the cold, dry, and bracing 
air of the North so far restored his physical energies that he again 
ventured to preach, and supplied, occasionally, the pulpits of his 
ministerial brethren in St. Paul." 

Another writer .said of him: '*\Vith the zeal and almost with 
the eloquence of one of the old apostles, he >>egan his ministrj'. 
In Louisville, no church could contain the crowds that flocked to 
hear him, and so warm and devoted were his admirers that they 
wislietl to build him a church. To this he would not consent. 
In Cincinnati the same results followed.*' 

The able editor of The Preibytcrinn. of Philadelphia, in 18o9, 
thus speaks of him in the General .Assembly: 

"On the only occasion on which *Dr. M<riung was ever a 
member of the General Assembly, he made an impression by 
a brief but most telling speech, which can not l»e forgotten by 
those who were present. It was on a sulijwt which had aln»ady 
occupied much time, of which the Assembly was heartily wearj', 
and in reganl to which an hour had l)een fixed for taking the 
vote. When the appointed hour came, l>r. McClung, who was 
personally unknown to most of the members, r<>so and asked to 
\ye heard; but there was a manifest detennination to listen to no 
further discussion. He plead for but ten minutes, which was at 
length verj' reluctantly granted. He had no sooner l)egun his 
speech than the attention of the Assembly was riveted; they 
were evidently captivate<l by his remarkable combination of 
logic, humor, eloquence, and courtesy. They saw that a new 
star had arisen in our ecclesiastical firmament. When his ten 



*He had reccircd tUe degree of Doctor of Divinit)- a short time prcrions 
to this. 
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^atea «xi>iRH, tie n-ns abont to jleld ilio floor, but tbeUod 
1 Ici go i-n, iliai ilie Assumlily was evidently t 
;i pIcoMd Ici liear liitn. M'hen lie i-oncliided, Ibe vule ' 
1 his proposilioii, and carried l>y a vast majority, a 
«gh the decislun was tliongM by niany lo be in direot c<d-J 
vilfa s iirevious nrtlon uii Uie auiie subject. Tbis w 
It and last time that eloquent voice iras beard in the Geneti 
■cmbly. Like n lirilliant meteor, be shot athwart the skie^l 
d th*ii appimred nn more." 

~ r. Buliert J. Brwltinridge. in alluding to this effort, 
^ neTerwitnesaeil auch an elTecl, in so short a time, uponsiidifl 

, iu all his vi)>erience. The grave members w 
D-boUDd during IU delivery, and so lascinatpd by bis duwo- 
Kit dncerity and earnestness, his unusual powers of arguiueuH 
I oratory, tuid the sparkling playfulness of bis wit, that h»f 
taeved they were ready, when he eoncluded, lo do any thing 
§ Wished tlieni lo do. They certainly reversed their preTiout 
ID ; and llic Doctor thought they did wrong, 
a th« spring o[ 185T. the Slaysvillo pulpit having becomi 
eanl, and it being undentood that his health liad improved,! 
s dnto Iliat Sir. McClung should be called herome verfl 
A private letter wos addressed to him by a friend, t 
on thelslof April, teST, he replied: "I have m 
■lying, that it would give me pleosnre to relnm to rayfl 
I hantit& and iuin;;le in triemlly intercourse With my oldl 
indsL I have long Iwen severed from my native Stole, nnifl 
]j;h much of my lime lias been I'leusanlly spent, aniongl 
■I Mid atttti-heil friends, yet every Uiing around is foreign t( 
froaiiy habits of tlmught and asoeialion, and I would will-- 
PJr [eturn shonld Trovldence open the way. It tbe May»<fl 
jvCbnroh should hmrlity nnrf ti-Uhmil liimtninmi call me, I Wilt| 

'aialy aoi.t*pt the coll. it I live and enjoy my present ability 

IB tmanlraoiMily cfdiod, and on tlie first Subbatli in Jun« { 
rale his clmrge and preadied his llrst sermon. Once more 
■ woa With a people who had known him from his birth, 
d with pride (he lirijfht duwri of his opp.ning powers, sus- 
d and Bympnlhlted with him in his labors and trials, and 
d with exultant joy Ihe triumphs of bis manhood. Ha J 
to renew the aaiTHnations and friendships, a 
n <mc<r morn into life the memories of other times; to min-il 
klO (lie aidritual interests of this beloved people, and, in thelsj 
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midst, to offer up his last testimonies to the truth. Never did 
the simplicity and purity of his life ajipeur so conspicuous and 
attractive. He sought, at once, to know personally every mem- 
ber of his congregation, to jjerfonu in all fidelity the double 
duty of preacher and pastor, and to watch over his whole flock 
as a loving shepherd. 

Those who liad known him before only in his public life, and 
been accustomed to regard his habits as exclusive and retiring, 
were surprised and touched to see the great student and thinker 
throw otf his seclusion, and surrender himself with genuine 
enjoyment to the little incidents, the delicate duties and sweet 
amenities of pustorul, social, every-day life. But the fountain 
of genial companionship, of kindness and tenderness, was in 
his heart; and they who knew his inner life were not surprised. 
See what a charming picture his daughter has drawn of her 
father's home-habits : 

"He was always domestic in his tastes, and from my earliest 
recollection did much of his office-work at home, frequently re- 
ceiving his clients in the family sitting-room, where he also 
elected to do his reading and writing, ai)))arcnt1y undisturbed by 
the constant ebb and flow of a luigc and busy household. We 
used to i)lay under the very table where he sat at work, taking 
his books of reference to build doll-houses. But he was gener- 
ally oblivious of the giggling and wliisp<Ting which accompanied 
our quietest amusements, and only noticed our presence to be- 
stow an occasional caress, or a little * baby -talk,' of which he 
possessed an endless and charming variety. Even when we were 
no longer chihlren, he often used the old fcmdling ]>hnises, and 
called us by our pet names. Sometimes, at dusk, he would throw 
aside l)6ok and pen, and challenge us to a game of romps; in 
summer would run races on the grass, or, tying us sedtirely in 
the swing with a large silk handkerchief, would toss us into the 
branches of the old willow. 

"But though always tender and indulgent, and often conde- 
scending to become our play-fellow, he had a certain dignity and 
reser\'e which checked familiarity, unless invited by himself. 
We stotxl in wholesome awe of his disi>leasure, and though he 
never punished us in any way, children and servants obeyed his 
lightest word. 

"My father was ver>' familiar with the poets, and many a 
snatch from Scott, Byron, Burns, and Moore, I knew by heart, 
long before 1 read them, from hearing him repeat them as he 
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\ j*n«i tJio floor B.t twUigliL Wlipn I iirtpnrard rejiH the Wdvurly 

irifls. iiuuif iHirtiuiu were quiM iuiuilioc Lo mo; Ibr instaiiiK, 

I WjUaLii'««mg: 

rioinr™ •" wnklox, love, blrU< ■liurtng fr»— 
rpvlltolboi'iB. iHeB, IgvB, Annniliiris!' 

"Yoti know ms sister's nome is Anno Maria. MomingT 
I niionaiie, "ly fatlier cliBiitel this in our cars lo wnken us. Ho 

u fand at ain^ng, had a awoct, iimllun' voice, ami wuuld aftvu 
I burst out in Budden sohb as he sut nt work. <jr wolkcil Ko and (n> 
I tu tlie tnom, as was his life-long custom." 

17 Oder his ministry at Maysville, o deep interest was awnken 
I wid imntlnned. and the cLnrdi We!«se<i liy laree aci'easioiis ai ' 
\ cr«swNl spitiluality. So great was tlie inipresion lie made, I 
J the niiiiUiciB of other denominalions freijucnliy diBjiaiscd w 
I thriremnins snTices. inoider tliat the}- and tlieir congreeatk 
l-nlehl liaTc tli(!iii>[<'irtiinitj' of listening to his dEawurses. 

So cunx-ixua was he of tlic futlnesa of his knowledge, ai 
I dcmtal \o tliti Muster's serrice, that he delighted in the eipod- 
1 Uitn of llie Scripturea, in familiar conrcranlion in private inter- 
I tImm anil the social niri'lc, as well as in the pul^L Although 
■a Iil» lifc-llieinc, th« subject of his constant raeilitalions, 
I «nil tdlliougb vver ready to minister to the hungry and tbiisty, 
It uhtriisiT«; always judicious and discriuunating as 
I Id twrsQtu and ocunona, his convcmtiDiis wera so «casonahl« 

d to toll at infomiMioii and interest, that few ever listen^ 
Viwhodid not n^r^t when he ccaiwd to sprak. Gut hewaanocon- 
I troVRnonalist: he liod no tnste tor pnlemii's in religion. He did 
I not ntnoclvc that liiH oiipuinted work lay in this Held, and was 
tl norer to attack tiieopinimunrolFcnd the feelinj^ of those 
I vbo dUTered with him as tu du<-trin«s. He was, indued, very toler- 
■ lo difTeronces in doctrine and church-KOvernnietit within 
I Uie UiDlU of roc^^iiicd ernnfiellml belief, and co-operated with 

rs of other dcnn mi nations heartily, as brothers in CbiM 1 
I Uid «-l«borcra in the aatne vineyard. Hence lits relations w 
I Iheiu were kind and warm, and he was enabled to wield a 
I dartiil influence in the promotion of hnminny and the genoi 
tsot thochun*. Althonnh entirely elcnr and firm ir " 
I oj^iions, and allbougli he ocrasionaily discn^sed the great d 
I tinclivc doctrines of his church, and presented tliei 
Kluntaivo body ot divine tiatli, lia was i: 
3 
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He VHU a great teacher of the Scripture*^ an expositor of the Bilte, 
The memory of his own mental diflicultics and long resistance 
to the truth, led him, no doubt, to feel that the first tiling to be 
accomplished was to lay, broadly and dee])1y in the mind, the 
firm conviction that the Bible was inspired and certainly true. 
Hence, he was oftentimes at great jxiins to explain the history, 
com]X)sition, authenticity, and preservation of the various books 
of the Old and New Testaments, and the links, apjiarent and 
secret, which bound them together as the inspired wonl. Hence, 
he dwelt with so much interest and emj)hasis upon the tyi)es and 
symbols and oriental imagery of the Bible, with which he was so 
familiar; and which, under his teaching, resolved so many ob- 
scurities of the sacred record, brought out so many hidden har- 
monies, and threw such broad lights upon the spiritual signifi- 
cance and beautiful consistency of the whole. Hence, he turned 
so frequently to the prophecies of the Old Testament, which liad 
run their course, and proved, from the concurring testimony of 
historj', sacred and profane, how certain and wonderful had been 
the fulfillment. In this connection, he di^?cu^•sed, in their natural 
and logical relations, as well as in the light of an overruling Prov- 
idence, the dealings of Go*.l with iiis chosen people and the Gen- 
tile nations, to show how all had proceeded to a consummation 
which pr<»phecy had foretold. Especially did he point to the 
chastisement and dispersion of the Jews, under w hich they have 
sufTered for so many centuries and are .still suflTering, in perfect 
accordance with a prophecy uttercMl and reconlwl certainly thou- 
sands of years ago, as a demonstration of the in.spiration of the 
Bible, unanswerable and overwhelming. He loved to trace the 
earliest intimations of mercy to man as they glinmier, in the twi- 
light of time, through sacrifice, and symbol, and type: and to 
gather up and mold into symmetry and shayie the fragmentary 
portraitures of a Savior, by seer, and i)salmist, and prophet, as 
they come darkly down, scattered along generations and centu- 
ries, to the manger and the cros-s. 

He often unfolded the i>aruhles and dwelt on the tcjichinps of 
our Tx)rd, in their wide and minute aj>plication to all the inner 
and outer experiences of life, to show that they indeed disclosed 
the only true wisdom. And, sometimes, in the midst of a great 
passage, when pressing the claims of the gosjK*! u]X)n the inmie- 
diate attention of his hearers, and urging ihem, uix)n the infal- 
lible truth of its prcrious promises, to dedicate their whole livt^ 
to the Savior's service— his long arms would be suddenly folded 
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1st, hii forni drawn up to its full hdebt, and, vith la 
fall Hiuiitivr intensely «irn*Kt, Iib would cry mit, in Uirilling lo 
■Will pia lutcti to uie! will yuu ivnivubvr) " 
■ Be «aa loully (ite tmia ilie (urnml luiuuieriatn vlilcli fi 
rs puljii-l deliver;. He hud spoken Ma cifien tc 
d popular MBeriihlngcs, not to Icnuw llmt tlie tlirett luuk. tt 
Ntiral iMMxiiie. Ibe familiar illiistraiion, tlic Uve, energctia 
lotional deHvery, as Ihc extern |ioniiicoua tliuuglit preecd ft 
^ conclu^oni, mu the unly nay to unusi uiid tiuld tlie attend 
I,- «wBy Uw tctlingD, and i-oriiiiiaud llie c 

I At tilts period ho Kenml to feel very dceitly tlie nci'tssity lull 
Id do (jiiic^kJy wlial lie Imd lu Uu in Ilia Slasler'a eervioq 
l»dt*vuttoii WW iii>!>pitriiig, mid liia {ihysirol sysIaiii,mrmU,tlMJ 
k tipalth, in iintc o[ liia ht^roie elturis to iimiiilain It, gradualM 
Blin«d. A tuucliing iiu'ldciit. Ulnstralive 

o 111* work, m^mmiil in tlie early imrt of 1850. He had h 
t a ftw days, on hard service, iiml retunied o 
Khl. mocli eztiauxted. At tlie iiKirniti); scrvii'sn Kucceeding 
h raailtiig the 'Mli eh»i>t«r of Job, it waa oliaervnd tliat he wM 
mil miteil on the pulpit for support. As be p 
■oit'e bcuiinv scBUfcly uudiblc, and his licnd g 
klly drvipol. In llii< miikt of tliv 2l3t vcne— " Have pity tit>ad 
t, liavo pity tiptin me, oh ye, my friends ; for the hand of Gof 
klh Ionised nic"— hU articulntiitn ceased, his head sank; 
il faliil«id. H<^ v/ns promptly siirrouiiikd bj' bis friends, w 
ptf^t him before he fell, anil laid him nn tlii; Hiiorof tlie p 
RcMumtives were Bp[ili»l, und he slowly bccnme eotii<cioai 
't phynician oiiid lie slioiilil bu rurried homo a 
^ntith pMinlttcd. Mti.'lung shook his lieiul. 
It kl* Ilia would lie endangered, if he pt-rsi^iIciJ in the aervicM 
It lie could not b« influencpd. "/ ntvtl prmeh the goipel!" h^ 
; and tie 'lid prcadi tii lliut airvd and synipatliiiing ci 
• nnblo discounc nn tbnl <'linpkTuf Job, 
|<BJs moumf'd end was now nmr nl hand. The great lixht it 
I) 1* e«iiii!iiiK!icd. On Wcdnesdny. the Sd of An^tnst, 
,1 r««r, he loft MaysvJllo, on an eieursion for the hencfil < 
to healtfi. rasning thmueh Cincinnati and C](>velnnd, he Et 
n Friday, at llie villnge ol Tiinownndd. about n 
II NEtgam Fulls, intending to iti)end the SHbbnth Ilierp. Bat 
iding that there wu no Presbj-terion Church ii 
it DD^Iurday, the 6th, he walked ov 
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boat-landing, at Schlosser, on the Niagara, and, after arriving 
tliere, went into the river to bathe. It had been bis habit, for 
years, to take long walks and bathe in cold water, daily. His 
clothes were found on the dock, where he had prepared for bath- 
ing; and he was never seen afterwards in life. Being very weak, 
he may have been suddenly chilled and cramped, or borne oat 
too far by a .strong current, and so carried over the Falls. His 
body was found in an eddy on the American side, near the 
mouth of the river, four days after, and interred in the Niagara 
Fort burying-ground. Subsequently his remains were removed 
to Kentucky, and funeral ser\ices performed in his church, in 
Maysville, by the Rev. Messrs. Worrall, Coons, and Scudder, of 
the Presbyterian Church ; Rev. Mr. Nash, of the Episcopal, and 
Rev. Mr. Bayless, of the Methodist Church. A very able sermon 
was preached by Mr. Worrall, before one of the lai^gest audiences 
ever assembled in the city, from part of the 17th verse and 48th 
chapter of Jeremiah, **How is the strong stai! broken, and the 
beautiful rod ! " After the ceremonies were concluded, a long 
and sorrowing procession followed, and consigned his Ixxly to its 
last resting-place, in his native county, near the city, on the banks 
of the Ohio. 

He left a wife, one son, and three daughters, to mourn him. 
Mrs. Mc<?lung survived only till the 28tli December, 1860, when 
slie died af St. Paul, Minnesota. 

The shock of such a death was fearful throughout the com- 
munity, and there was mourning in the laud. A great and good 
man had fallen in Israel. A dispen.sation, so sudden and severe, 
was felt to be mysterious indeed. In his 5oth year, in the ma- 
turity of his powers, and of his wide usefulness, he had been 
stricken down, by an accident, in an hour, far from family, and 
home, and friends, and gathered to his rest. Yet he had lived 
long enough to reach eminent distinction as student, scholar, 
lawyer, statesman, and divine, and to do a great work for his 
fellow-men. 

In person he was tall, and of .«5triking prcj^nce. His carriage 
was not graceful, though free ; for he had the angular motions 
of a student, walking erectly and rapidly, with a long, swinging 
stride, and an independent, oftentimes abstracted air. His fore- 
head was broad, prominent, and nlas^^ive, with heavy brows arch- 
ing widely over his deep, dark-brown, expressive eyes; mouth 
larg?, chin s<]uare and firm ; and his whole face full of mental 
power, earnestness, and resolution. 
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In no aspect was he an ordinary man. Nature and education 
had fitted him for high trusts, and worthily did he fill them. 
His career in the law displayed, in clearest light, a master quality 
of his being — the spirit of justice. His sense of truth and right 
was so absolute, and his courage so superior to intimidation, that 
he recognized and guarded, with highest courtesy, the rights of 
otiicrs. A firm will and unbending purpose gave him weighty 
influence with his associates, and a rigid control over himself. 
Penetrating insight into human motive, and large powers of ob- 
servation and generalization, rendered his views of life philo- 
sophic, and his opinions of public men and measures sagacious 
aiid sound. 

Although he wandered long and far from the sublime way to 
which he was early called, twenty years of secular life succeed- 
ing exhibited such high qualities of head and heart, so elevated 
him to conspicuous position among men, and commanded their 
confidence, that his return to his sacred office, in the providence 
of God, signalized far more strikingly his testimony to truth, and 
may have wrought out more of good to man and glory to God, 
than would have resulted from an unbroken ministry. And 
that very experience no doubt operated to the elevation of his 
spiritiml life, and to a more devoted and blessed consecration to 
his Master*s cause. 
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WESTERN ADVENTURE. 



CHAPTER I. 



THE English settlements in North America, until 
late in the eighteenth century, were confined to the 
country lying east of the Alleghany Mountains. Even 
the most adventurous traders I'rom Virginia and 
Pennsylvania rarely penetrated beyond the head waters 
of the Ohio River; and the spot where Pittsburgh now 
stands was, for a long time, an extreme frontier point, 
where the white fur-traders and the western Indians 
were accustomed to meet and exchange their commod- 
ities. AH beyond was an unexplored wilderness, which 
was known only as occupying certain degrees of latitude 
and longitude upon the map. Shortly before the old 
French war of 1755, this spot was occupied by the 
French and a fort, erected, which, in honor of their 
cominander, was called Du Quesne. 

The possession of this fortress was keenly debated 
during the earlier years of the war, and was soon ren- 
dered memorable by the disastrous expedition of Brad- 
dock and Grant. Omitting a regular detail of these 
events — which have been often related — we shall com- 
mence our desultory history with a detail of the ad- 
ventures of Col. James Smith, who subsequently re- 
moved to Kentucky, and for many years was a resident 
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of Bourbon County. He was the first Anglo- American 
who penetrated into the interior of the Western country — 
at least the first who has given us an account of his ad- 
ventures ; and in a succession of sketches, like the pres- 
ent, designed to commemorate individual rather than 
national exertions, he is justly entitled to the distinction 
which we give him. If we mistake not, his adventures 
will be found particularly interesting, as afibrding more 
ample specimens of savage manners and character, than 
almost any other account now iu existence. 

In the spring of the year 1755, James Smith, then 
a youth of eighteen, accompanied a party of three 
hundred men from the frontiers of Pennsylvania, who 
advanced in front of Braddock's army for the purpose 
of opening a road over the mountains. When within 
a few miles of the Bedford Springs, he was sent back to 
the rear to hasten tlie progress of some wagons loaded 
with provisions and stores for the use of the road cutters. 
Having delivered his orders, he was returning, in com- 
pany with another young man, when they were suddenly 
fireil u[x>n by a party of three Indians, from a cedar 
tliieket which skirted the road. Smith's companion was 
killed on the spot ; and although he himself was unhurt, 
yet his horse was so much frightened by the fiash and 
report of the guns as to become totally unmanageable^ 
and, after a few plunges, threw him with violence to 
the ground. Before he could recover his feet, the In- 
dians sprung upon him, and, overpowering his resist- 
ance, secured hmi as a prisoner. 

One of them demanded, in broken English, whether 
"more white men were coming up;" and upon his 
answering in the negative, he was seized by each arm 
and compellcil to run with great rapidity over the 
mountain until night, when the small party encamped 
and cooked their supper. An equal share of their 
scanty stock of provi>i(ms was given to the prisoner; 
and in other respects, although strictly guarded, he was 
treated with great kindness. On tlie evening of the 
next day, after a rapid walk of fifty miles through cedar 
thickets and over very rocky ground, thoy reached the 
western side of the Laurel Mountain, and beheld at a 



J^.i.urs SMITfl. 



flittie distance the emnVo nf an Indian encarapment 
lUu captors nnnr fircil (boir giiiis and rabi-d tJie ecafp 
ihaliool This w a long yell for evoryscalptliat liasbi'eii 



F bikefl, fullDWcil by n rapid ^i 



ut' shrill. (|uiplc, 



piercing sliricks, sonicwliat rcginitiliug laiigliUr i 
tuiwt ex.ilBti luiies. Tliey weie itiisHtred Ihjni llie In- 
I diiin cjini[i bolow by a clistharpe uf rifles iiiid n lon^ 
[ wlioop, followed by shrill cries of joy; and all tlinitigi-d 
I out to meet ihc party. Smith espertid iiisliuu deaili 
I at thvir hund;^, as they croivdud around him ; but to bis 
I turpfue, no one otfvrcd hini any violtnce. They be- 
I kinj'od In anolbtT iribo, aiid entertained the party in 
I thurcanip with great liuspitalily, respecting tbepriEoner 
I Sd ihe property of their guests. 

T On ihe futlowing luuruing Smitli's captors continueil 

I their march, and on the evening of the neit day arrived 

I miForl Du Quesne. now Piltaburgh. When within half 

I a utile of the furt, they again ruised the sealp halloo, 

' and fired their gims as before. Inslantly the ivhole 

giu-rifiiu v/as in comniotiuti. The eiinnoti woe fired, 

I Uie drums were lieateu, and Frendi and Indiana ran out 

in gn-at nuiultcn tn meet the party and partuke of Uieir 

I biumpb. Smith was again surniuuded by a niultiluda 

of eatnges, painted in various colois. and eliduting with 

ddight; but tlitir demeanor wub by no means as piiciEic 

12 that (if the last party he had encountered. They 

rapidly furinetl in two lung lin&, and, brandishing their 

batcliet?, ramriids, Bwit<;hes, etc., called aluud upon hlin 

L to nut the gauntlet. 

L Never having heanl of this Indian ceremony befijre, 
1 lie st4>oi amused for some time, not knowing whal to do ; 

■ but one of his capturs explained to him that he was lo 

■ run bet wren the two lines, and receive a blow from each 
I Indian na he passed, concludini; his esplauation by eic- 
I bortiog hint tn "run his he-^t," as the faster he run 
I tlio Bonncr Ibe nffair wnnhl hu over. This truth was 
I very plain, aiut vnung i^inilh entered upon his nice with 
1 great spirit. Mo wft* fl«iti'heil very handsomely along 

Ihe ]in«3 for nbnnt ihree-riiuiths of the ilJuilanee, iho 
i Stripes only acting tut n spur to greati-r exiTtion^: and 
LIm bad almoit reiu-hed the opposito extremity of t ha 
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line, when a tall chief struck him a furious blow with a 
club upou the back of the head, and instantly felled 
him to the ground. Recovering liimself in a luomenty 
he sprung tu his feet and started forward again, when a 
handful of saud was thrown in his eyes, which, in ad- 
dition to the great pain, completely blinded him. He 
still attempted to grope his way through, but was again 
knocked down and beaten with merciless severity. He 
soon became insensible under such barbarous treatment, 
and recollected nothing m<»re until he found himself in 
the hospital of the f(»rt, under the hands of a French 
surgeon, beaten to a ji^lly, and unable to move a limb. 
Here he was quickly visited by one of his captors — the 
same who had given him such good advice when about 
to commence his race. 

He now inquired, with some interest, if he felt "very 
sore.'' Young Smith replied that he had been bruised 
almost to de ith, and aske<l what he had done to merit 
such burlmrity. The Indian replied that he hud (lone 
ni»thing, but tliat it was the customary greeting of the 
Indians to tluir prisoners; that it was something like 
the English ** How d'ye <lo?" and that now all cere- 
m )ny wou!d be laid aside and he would be treated 
\\\t\ kindness. Smith inquired if they had any news 
of General Braddock. The Indian replied that tlieir 
scouts saw him every day from the mounUiins; that he 
was advancing in close columns through the woods 
(this he indicated by placing a number of rt>d sticks 
paralkd to each other, and pressed closely together) ; 
and that the Indians would be able to shoot them down 
*Mike pige^m-'." 

Smith rapi«lly recovered, and was soon able to walk 
upon the battlements of the fort, with the aid of a stick. 
While engige.l in this exerci-e, on the moriiing of the 
ninth of July, he observed an unusual bustle in the fort. 
The Indians stood in crowds at the great gate, armed 
and painted. Many barrel* of powder, ball, flints, etc., 
we e brouu:ht out to them, from which each warrior 
hi^lpinl himself to such articles as he required. Tiiey 
were soon joined by a small detachment of French reg- 
ulars, when the wliole party marched off together. He 
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•d a fliH view of tUcm as tljfy pojseJ, and was coi 
'cut tlmt tlicy could nut cxoecil i'mirliumlreJ men. ] 
WD Iciirtit^l thai it was dctjiclied iieaitist tirudiloci 
s now wi[liiii a iew miles of tue furt; but froi 
tiieir gi\'»t inferiority in numhers, Ke regardeil their 
dtsiriictinti a* cvriain, and lonlted joyfully to the ar- 
fiil of Brwidot-k iii the evenin-; aa the himr wliiirfa 
^s 10 deliver him frora the power of tlie Iiidianc 
e Kil«-ni<>on, however, an Indian runner arrived iril 
'fcr diHereiit intelliynee. Tlie battle had not \i 
(ulcd when he left the fidd, but he aimoiinced (ui 
thf English had been turrrouodod, and were shot down 
"i heaps by an invisible enemy; that instead of flyia 
■t onee, or rushiny up<in iheir coni'enled foe, they ai 
'peared completely bewildered, huddled together in I 
BPiiter of the rin^, and that betore sundown thi 
)iild not be a man of them alive. 
ThU iiit<'lii>;en('e fell liku. a tiiundcrbolt upon 
lo now saw himi^lf iiretiievaitly in the p.iwer of tl 
ivag<v, and could look foi'wni-d to nothin;; but toriui 
or endlet-a captivity. He united anxiously fir furihi 
it)teni;:etiee, still hoping that the fortune of the di 
night cluiDge. But nhout sunset, he heard at 
lance the Widl-known scalp hiilloo, ijjllowed by 
nick, joyful shricka, and accoinpanied by lon^-ci 
buied filing. This too surely announced tlie lute 
b« day. About dusk the party retunnd to iho 
driving beforo them twelve Uniinb regulars, stripj 
Baked, and with their faces painted black I an evidet 
"Iwi the unhiipjiy wretch'* were devoted to death. 
Hexi came the Indians, di-iplajiiig their bl 
_t:al|M — a{ which (liey hail ijnmeLisc numbers— 
|re«acd in the fcftrlet coats, siiehes. and military 
iftlie officers and suhliers. Cehlnd all came a tniin 
.• homes, laden with piles of scalps, canie 
all the accmitermenU of British Boldiers, T 
■)riig«s appt'iired frantic with jny, and when P 
)ehc>d them entering tin- fort dimcing, yelling', hrnn 
Bg iht-ir rai tomahawk', ami «iving their cealps ii 
' ■. while the great gnns of the fort replied lo th 
bftiil diischarge of ritles without, ho tAye that it lool 
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• 

as if h — 11 had fi^iven a holiday and turned looee its in- 
habitiints upon the up[)C'r world. 

The most melancholy spectacle was the band of pris- 
oners. They appeared directed and anxious. Poor fel- 
lows ! They had but a few months before left Loudon, at 
the command of their superiors, and we may easily im- 
agine their feelings at the strange and dreadful spectacle 
around them. The yelb of delight and congratulation 
were scarcely over when those of vengeance began. 
Tlie devoted prisoners — British regulars — were led out 
from the fort to the banks of the Alle;;hany, and to 
the eternal disgrace of the French commandant, were 
there burnt to death, one after another, with the most 
awful tortures. 

Smith stood upon the battlements and witnessed the 
shocking spectacle. The prisoner was tied to a stake, 
with his hands raised above his head, stripped naked, 
and surrounded by Indiaos. Thev would touch him 
with red-hot irons, and stick his body full of pine splin- 
ters and set them on fire, drowning the shrieks of the 
victim in the yells of delight with which they danced 
around him. His companions in the meantime stood in 
a group near the stake, and had a fiiretaste of what was 
in reserve for each of them. As fast as one prisoner died 
under his tortures, another filled his place, until the whole 
perished. All this took place so near the fort that every 
scream of the victims must have rung in the ears of the 
French commandant. 

Two or three days after this shocking spectacle, most 
of the Indian tribes dispersed and returned to their 
homes, as is usual with them after a great and decisive 
battle. Young Smith was demanded of the French by 
the tribe to whom he belonged, and was immediately 
surrendered into their hands. 

The party embarked in canoes, and ascended the Al- 
leghany River as far as a small Indian town about forty 
miles above Fort Dii (Juesne. There they abiuitlonetl 
their canoes, and, striking into the woods, traveled in a 
western direction, until they arrived at a considerable 
Iii<lian town in what is now the State of Ohio. This 
village was called Tullihas, and was situated upon the 
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Inauch of the Mui^kiiigiam. During the whole 
r this period, Hmith euDeied nmcli anslely from tlie 
ceruuDtv of liis fttturo f'iile ; but at thU Uiwn ull doubt 
e removed. On tlio iDornii)g of liis arrival, ihe prin- 
ol m«mbere of the tribe gatlicrod ai^und biin, and 
e old nmu, with deep pravi[y, began to pluck nut hia 
Mir b>- tlie roots, white the olfiera looked mi iii (jilei: 
inokinc thiir pip^ with grc^nt dfliberntion. 
tmiili did not tiixkr^iaiid the dmj^n of this eingnluj 
remony, but cubmilted very patiently to the iiinn'i 
\ton, who performed the operation of "pir.king" hin 
Hth preat liesterily, dipping his flngera in ashes ocro^ 
'iiiftlly. in ordtr to talce a better hold. In a very leii 
pmueiits i^niilh'n liead was babi. with the exception of « 
falglc long tuft upon the crnter of hia crown, called thai' 
j^Aodp-lock." This «a- canfu lly plaited in such a man- 
iru tu Btaiid upright, and was orn:imeiited with sev- 
il silver brooches. His ears and nose were then bored 
1 i-(]ual gra\ity, and ornanarnied with ear-rings and 
'I'weU. He was then ordered to strip; which be- I 
mdc, hi* naked body was painird in various fan- 1 
iivlorn. and a bneehflnih fastened ariiuod bis I 
A lielt of wampum was then fustened around hia | 
- and wiver lauds anmnd his right ami. 
I To all this Siniili submitted vith nmch anxiety, being I 
tally ignorant of their customs, and dieadiiig K-at, like J 
B British prironi-i«, he had been stripjied and painted I 
r ibe ttaki). Hi.-) alarm nas increased, when an olul-1 
.<u>k hiin by the arm, and leading him out 1 
» ihe opi'n air, jrave three shrill whoops, and wat'l 
ittlly iFurrounded by every inhabitant of the villa;:e^ F 
i.rs", womi-n. tind obildren. The chief then ad- 1 
tsn\ the criiffd in a Iwig speech. Still holding Smith 1 
/ the hand, When he had ceased speaking, he led 
Kith firwiird, and delivered him into the handa of 
lUng Indian girl^, wfa», grappling him without 
y, tiine'l him »tf to the river which ran at (tie 
t of the hill, ilra^ged him in the water up to hia 
Mt, anti III! throe tuddtuly duppin;: iheir hands upoa J 
I bead, at, If mil It'll ti put liini under. I'ttirly do»- I 
1 al the iaea uf beiu^ drowned by these youoff I 
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ladies, Smith made a manful resistance; the squaws 
persevered ; and a prodigious splashing of the water 
took place, amidst loud peals of laughter from the 
shore. 

At length, one of the squaws became alarmed at the 
furious struggles of the young white man, and cried out 
earnestly several times, **No hurt you ! no hurt you !" 
Upon this agreeable intelligence, Smith's resistance 
ceased, and tliesc gentle creatures* plunged him under 
the water, and scrubbed him from head to foot with 
equal zeal and perseverance. As soon as they were 
satisfied, they led him ashore and presented him to the 
chief, shivering with cold, and dripping with water. 
The Indians then dressed him in a rumed shirt, leggius, 
and moccasins, variously ornamented, seated him upm 
a bearskin, an<l gave him a pipe, tomahawk, tobacco, 
poui'h, flint, and steel. The chiefs then took their 
seats bv his si<le, and smoked for several minutes in 
deep silence, when the eldest delivered a speech, 
through an interpreter, in the following words: "My 
son, you are now one of us. Hereafter, you have 
nothing to fear. By an ancient custom, you have been 
adopted in the room of a brave man, who has fallen ; 
and every drop of white blood has been washed from 
your veins. We are now y«)ur brothers, and are bound 
by our law to love you, to defend you, and to avenge 
your injuries, as much as if you were born in our 
tribe." 

He was then introduced to the members of the family 
into which he had been adopted, and wjis received by 
the whole of them with great demonstrations of regard. 
In the evening, he received an invitation to a ^reat 
feast ; and was there presented with a wooden bowl and 
spoon, and directed to fill the former from a huge 
kettle of hoiled corn and hashed venison. The evening 
cmeluded with a war dance, and on the next morning 
the warriors of the tribe assembled, and leaving one or 
two hunters, to provi«le for their families in their ab- 
sence, the rest marched off for the frontiers of Virginia. 
In leaving the village, the warriors observed the most 
profound silence, with the exception of their leader. 




t, aud >' 
ors had letll 
icli tlio [iidiniii| 
UleJ, nud r 
togetluT. Th(7-| 
', at ilie distniii' 
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aung the traveling snng, as it is called ; and when J 
! dl-taiice off, ihty discharged their rifles sinwiy, ' 
't rvgiilar suciiession, begii ■ ■ ■• - 

ith the rear. As ?oon a 

1, Smith was inviti-d to a dance, 

liid Toung iiimmrried sijuava 

tallied themselves fur several ho 

med in two lines facing etich oi 

f ahout iwenij- leet. One nf tb 

in his hand, filled wilh pt-bhli's, or bcndi<, 
rattled in sut'li a roiinncr as In jiruiluce music, oiidl 
le dancers, siti^ng in coiiwrt with their 

nl in a line until the parlies mt;t; theafl 
i, and repented tlie Eome exercise fur hours, ^ 
the letist viiriaiion. 

lung f^niilh was merely a speetator in this fcenei J 
his chiff enieriainmciit nrnse fiom observing thel 
isional svniptomB of gallantry :ind coquetry which J 
irdfi«d tiie mDiiotiiny of tlie dance. Hc-Mds wtrflJ 
li«ntcl«.°e togt^ther ns the two lines met, aud foHi ] 
ers, ogling gliinceB, and an occHsiooal jienlle tnpJ 
s cheek, cimvinced Smith, thnt Indiiins iirc not ^-1 
iiisensihlo to the. charms of their ^quiiws 113 hsis lieenfl 
rcpresi-iit^d. An Indian rourL-iliip is sumewliut diffei^g 
Irom oors. With them, all the ct>yni%», 
pretty delays, are confined to the gintlemci 
ig Bijuawe are Iwld, forward, and hy no mrana 
licate m urging their passion; and a pnriicularly 

laome or promising young hunli-r is often reilueed 

to de^'perale extremities, to escape the bills of these 
female I^tharioa. Smith wa? uoiforndy treiitrd with 
the gre-Bt('sl kindness, and was for sinne lime pnrticu- 
ly distressed liy the prewing iuviiaiious to eat, which 
rrceived from all quarters. J 

"'ih iho Indians, it ia uniformly the custom t» J 
ite every visitor to eat, as soon as bo enters tha ' 
ftMn; and if he refuses, they are much offended, 
irding it iw nn evidcme of hosliliiy 10 thim, and 
itempt for their bonsckeeinng. Smith, ignorant of 
umstaiice, was sometimes prcised to eat twenty 
a day, and observing their dark and snspiuious 
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glances when he declined their hospitality, he endeav- 
ored at length to satisfy them at the risk of stuffing 
himself to death. Alaking it a point to eat with aU 
who invited him, he soon found himself in great fiivor, 
and in the coure^e of a week after his adoption an old 
chief honored him with an invitation to hunt with him. 
Smith readily consented. At the distance of a few 
miles from the village, they discovered a number of 
buffalo tracks. The old Indian regarded them atten- 
tively, and followed them with great caution, stopping 
frequently to listen, and rolling his eyes keenly in every 
direction. Smith, surprised at this singular conduct, 
asked him why he di<i not push on more rapidly, and 
endeavor to get a shot. ** Hush ! " said the Indian, 
shaking his heiul, ** may be buffalo — may be Catawba !** 

Having at length satisfied himself that they were 
really buffalo, he pushed on more rapidly, and on the 
way, assigned his reasons for his hesitation. He said 
that the Catawbas had long been at war with his tribe, 
and were the most cunning and wicked nation in the 
world. That, a few years ago, they had secretly ap- 
proached his ciimp in the night, and sent out a few of 
their spies, mounted upon buffalo hoofs, who walked 
round their camp, and then returned to the main body- 
That, in the morning, he and his warriors, perceiving 
their tracks, supposed a herd of buffalo to be ahead of 
them, and moved on rapidly in pursuit. That they 
soon fell into the ambuscade, were fired on by the 
Catawbas, and many of them killed. The Catawbas, 
however, quickly gave way, and were pursued by his 
young m.*n with great eagerness. But they had taken 
the precaution to stick a number of slender reeds in the 
grass, sharpened like a pen, and dipped in rattlesnake's 
poison, that, so as his younj; men pursued them eagerly, 
most of them were artificially snake-bitten, and lamed. 
That the Catawbas then turned upon them, overpow- 
ered them, and took the scalps of all who had been 
lamed by the reeds. The old man concluded by 
shaking his head, and declaring that " Catawba was a 
very bad Indian; a perfect devil for mischief." 

Smith, however, was so unfortunate a few days after- 
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, &s to foil into discredit with tb^e simple people.! 
B liad been iJii«i-icd to gi) out and kill sutDo vetiuujiLl 
re and chiliireii, wlio hit<l fcuflered fori 
rem! days, during the abseuce of the greater |)art of 
srritirs. As this was tlie first time tliiit he had 
intrusted njth »a weighty a cottMiiission alone, he 
tt^nuined to signalize his hunt by an uiiiismil dii^play 
^ekili &iid enterprise. He, thereK>re, struck out bnldlyj 
' ' I the h'OmIs, and at a few milt's di^ttince, lalliufl 
. ItutliLlo trail, be pushed on for several 
i with great eagcrnesa. Di'^pairing, tiowever, of-l 
rertaking tlieiii, aa the evening; came on he began to4 
trace liia sti-ps, and as he liud litken a coiiBiderablea 
rctiit, he dfKinnined to cut ncroxs ihc hills, and reiicll<fl 
villil);e by a »hoi-tcr way. He soon became iiiez-f 
_uib]v involved in [he mazes of the ibi-est, and at;^ 
U-k fouud himself completely beivildercd. He firedl 
isguu repeatedly, in hopes of being heard, butliis^iS'l 
lal was unanswered, and lie wandered ihrougb the woodftT 
lie whole night, totally unable to find his way hnraa. I 
Early in tbo morning, the Indians, probably siispi'ct- 1 
f liim for de*erti.in, aiaited out in pursuit of liim,r 
t ob!>«rviiig the zigzag miiuner in which the voungS 
odjiDitu hud mai-cheil, they soon became saiieliidofl 
e truLli, and their anger waa clmnf^td to laughter and'J 
JBteuipt. Smith's rifle was taken Injm him, and i 
m and arroiv (the wea|«ms of a boy) were ptu 
I hand*; and ahhim^b he was Ireaied with undi-J 
ptiisbcd kindue^ by all, yit it was evidmt that it waal 
|ngl«d witli conipa.'^ion and lontempt for bis igiio-J 
pKM! of the wintiln. He Was now placed under tlia^ 
_rticular care of Tom ileango, liia adopted brother, 1 

Btl a reiiowncil hunter and warrior. A\'ilh the aiii of j 

Itis directions, he »i<on leiirued all tiie iiiyi'leries ( 
hnniing. He trapi)e«l beaver, killed d<-er, beiir, atidl 
bulT^u with great readiness, and, in the course ol' thftif 
winter, rose considerably in reputation. The warrion 
were siill ab^iit, and the women aud children depended^ 
oil them entirely lor Bul»i.«Ience. I 

Konieiimi-a they were three days wilhout food; pflr-« 
^jeularly, when the snow became hard, aud the nolsfl 
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which they made in walking on the crust frightened 
the (leer, so that they could not come within gunshot. 
Their only resource, then, was to hunt bear trees; that 
is, for large hollow trees in which bears lay concealed 
during the winter. The hole is generally from thirty 
to fifty feet from the ground, and they are often com- 
pelled to climb up and apply fire, in order to drive 
Bruin out, who obstiniitely maintains his ground until 
nearly stifled with smoke, and then, sneezing and snuf- 
fling, and growling, he shows himself at the mouth of 
his hole, for a little fresh air. The hunter stations 
himself below, and fires upon him as soon as he ap- 
pears. Toward spring, the warriors generally return, 
and game is then killed in abundance. 

We shall here pause in our narrative, to mention 
some traits of Indian character and manners, which, 
perhaps, will be interesting to many of our readers, 
who have not had opportunities of informing them- 
stlves on the subject. The lives of the men are passed 
in alternate action of the mo^t violent kind, and indo- 
knce the most excessive. Nothing but the pressing 
call of hunger will rouse them to much exertion. 

In the months of August and September, when roast- 
ing-ears are abundant, tiiey abandon themselves to lazi- 
ness, dancing, and garni n<r, and can rarely be roused, 
even to hunt, so long as their corn-fields will furnish 
them food. During these months they are generally 
seen lying down in idle contemplation, dancing with 
their squaws, playing at foot-ball, or engaged in a game 
resembling dice, of which they are immuJerately fond. 
War and hunting are their only serious occupations, 
and all the drudgery of life devolves upon the squaws. 
Smith gave high oflense to the warriors by taking a hoe 
into his hands, and working with the squaws for half 
an hour, at a time when they were cnga;;ed in planting 
corn. They reprimamled him with some severity for 
his industry, ol)scrving, that it was degi-ading to a war- 
rior to be engaged in labor like a squaw ; and for the 
future he nuKst learn to demean himself more loftily, 
always remembering that he was a member of a war- 
like tribe, aud a noble family. 



^.i.u/;.s r.MiTir. 

Tlipy are remarltnWy hmipitaiili', alwBj"5 offering t 
"■Biiger ilie lust tluit lliey liavf. If a iviirrior, \\\ 
uterine a, strange wtgwnm. is not immtiliniely inviii _^ 
D eat, lie cwusiderB himtelf deeply ailmuttd, alllioiigh 
10 may have jurt risen from a meal at home. It is iiot 
"inoogU on tliese occadnns that ordinary looil, such as 
rcnUun or hominy, is offered. It \s ihought rude an4. 
lurlish, not to set before their pue^t their groate-t del 
leMciee, Buch as sugar, beiir's oil, honey, and, if thq 
*— "-J it, mm. Ir Uiere is no fuod of any kind i: 

w, which I* oflon the case, (he fact is inslantlj| 
Vtrntinnrd, and tg at once acteptei! as a eufficieut a 
Ogy. Siiiiih was bo unfortunate as to incur some r 
prunch upon this suhject also. While he and hl| 
idopttnl IJrolher, Tontileaiig", were encamped i 
VrxKU. hunting, them came b hitnter of the Wyaiidott 
(ribc. who tntcretl their camp, faint and hungry, 
Mving had no success in hunting, and, coiiEequenily, 
tsving fasl&i for several days. ~ 

Tiinlilfnugo was absent a(. the time, hut Smith t 
vived tho visitor with grcnt hwpitaMly (as 
bought), and pave him an abundant meal of hom ^ 
nd venison, rhorlly after the Wyandott's <lcpnrtuM 
■0 broibcr, Tontileaugo, returned, and Smith informed 
im of the visit cf the stranger, and of his liospitab' 
Kcption. Tontileaugo listened with gravity, and i 
liea: "And I suppose, of course, you brought v, 
grae of ihe su^^r and bear's oil, which was left helol 
I the canoe?" "Ko," replied Smith, "1 
loagbt of it : it was ni loo gre.it a distance." " 
rolher," replied Tontilcnugo. "you have Iwhaved jm 
ke a Dutclimun! I can exL-u-e it in you for this tiin 
■ you are young, and have been brought up amor^ 
le white ptople; but you niut^t learn to behave like I 
■rrior, and never be caught in sueh IMe actional 
iTMt actions, alone, can ever make a great man ! " 
Their power of su^laiuing long-conlinued fatigi 
extraon Unary. Even ihoir sfjuawa will travel i 
IS an ordinary Ixinw, and pack an incredible quau 
tjr of bagguge upon their Lacks. In the spring of 
736, a great iiiinntiiy of gnme had been killed, at | 
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considerable distance from the village ; and. all the in- 
habitants, including scjiiaws and boy:*, turned out to 
brini; it home. Smith was loaded with a large piece of 
buHklo, which, after packing two or three miles, he found 
too lieavy for him, and was compelled to throw it down« 
One of the squaws laughed heartily, and coming up, 
relieved him of a large part of it, adding it to her own 
pack, which bef )re was equal to Smith's. This, he 
s.iys, stimulate*! him to greater exertion than the sever- 
est pu!ii-hinent would have done. 

Th/iir warriors, for a short distance, are not swifter 
than the whites but are capable of sustaining the exer- 
cise for an incred.bh^ length of time. An Indian war- 
rior can run for twelve or fourt.'en hours without re- 
fr^'shment ; and after a hasty meal, and very brief re- 
pose, appears completely refreshed, and ready for a 
se:^(md course. Smith found it more difficult to compete 
with them in thi-* respect, than in any other. For 
althouirh he ran with great swiftness for a few miles, 
he could not continue such violent exertion for a whole 
day. WhiL^ he anil his brother, Tontileauoro, were 
encamp kI at a distance from the others, they were 
much distressed from having to pack their meat from 
such a distance, and as three horses were constantly 
gnizing near them (for there was grass under the snow), 
Tontileaiigo proposed that they should run them down, 
and catch them, it having been found im|)03sible to 
take them in any other way. 

Smith, having but little relish for the undertaking, 
urged the impossibility of success. But Tontileaugo 
replied that he had frequently run down bear, deer, 
elk, and buffalo, and believed that, in the course of a 
day and ni^^ht, he could run down any four-footed ani- 
mal, except the wolf. Smith observed, that, although 
<leer were swifter than horses for a short di>tance, yet, 
that a horse could run much longer than either the elk 
or buffalo, and that he was confident that thev would 
tire themselves to no purpose. The other insisted upon 
making the experiment, at any rate; and at daylight, 
on a cold day in February, and on a hard snow several 
inches deep, the race began. The two hunters stripped 




r moccaains, and started at full speed. 
' Tli« imrats were in vtry high order, uud very wild, but 
^contented tiiem^lvea with running in a circle of six or 
s clri^uni fere nee, anil would not enlirely at 
n their usunl ^nuing };ruiiud. 

ttn o'l'lDck, 8tiiiih had dropped considerabl 
, and Wlbru eleven, Ttmtih'augu and the horM 
"weri! out iif sijiht; the Iiidiini keeping close at their 
hccia, and ftlhiwhig them no time lor rtst Smith, 
naked as he wa?, and gloning with exercise, threw 
himself U]Hiu (he haidsniiw ; and having cooled liimBelf 
, in ihia niauner, he renmiited elaiionary until three 
> D'cliKk in the evening, when the horses a^^ain came in 
k Ticw, their flanks siiiukiug like a seething kettle, and 
I T(>niileaiigo dose hi-hlml them, nimiing wilh uiidimin- 
l iAuii Bpet-il. Smilh l)eing now perfectly frei>h, struck 
\ In ahead iif Timiilenugn, ami com[>elled the horses t» 
' " "r »pi'ed, wliile his Indian brother, from he- 
find, eiieuuraced him lo do his utmost, after shouting 
^Chako! chukoa-nuughl " (pull away! pull away, my 
,!) 

Had Tontilwvujro thought of resting, and cnmmitled 
p i-hflse to Pmilh alone, f.ir some hours, and then in 
I relieved him, they might have succeeded; but 
K^ilocting thid plan, they t>oth continued the chasa 
mtil durk, when, peneiving that llie horses ran stiH 
witli great vigor, ihey despaireil of sui'c^s, and re- 
tumiiato tho camp, havinj; tasted nothing eince morn- 
ing, and one of th^m nt least having run nearly one 
hundred miles. Toutiicaugo was somewhat crest't&Ilea 
s result of the race, and grumbled not a little at 
long wind; but Smith assured him that they had 
ittletupted an impossibility, and he became reconciled 

their defeat. 
Their diAciptine with regard to their children ii 

Nnarkahly strict \Vhii)piug is rare with them, 

1 cfOiii>idered the most disgraceful of ail punishments.; 
^ I cold water is Iht3 ordinary punishment of 

iLibehavior; and as might be expected, their childrea 
L- more oliedient in winter than in summer. Smith, 
g hia fini niuier's residence among them, was 
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• 

eye-witness to a circumstance, which we shall relate as 
a lively example of Indian manners. His brother, 
Tontileaugo, was married to a Wyandott pquaw, who 
had had beveral children by a former husband. One 
of these children ofilnded his step-father in some way, 
who, in requital, gave him the ** strappado," with a 
whip made of buifalo hide. 

The discipline was quite moderate, but the lad 
shouted very loudly, and soon brought out his Wyan- 
dott mother. She instantly took her child's part with 
great animation. It was in vain that the husband ex- 
plained the offense, and urged the modemtion with 
which he had inflicted the punishment. AH would not 
do. ** The child," she said, " was no slave, to be beaten 
and scourged with a whip. His father had been a 
warrior, and a Wyandott, and his chihl was entitled to 
honorable usage. If he had offended hi:* step-father, 
there was cold water enough to be had; let him be 
ducked until he would be brought to reason, and she 
would not utter a word of complaint; but a 'buffalo 
tug' was no weapon with whicli the son of a warrior 
ought to be struck : his father's spirit was frowning in 
the skies at the degradation of his child." 

Tontileaugo li>teneil with great calmness to this in- 
dignant remonstrance ; and, having lit his pipe, strolled 
off', in order to give his squaw an opportunity of becom- 
ing cool. The offense, however, had JK-en of too serious 
a nature, and his squ-iw, shortly after his departure, 
caught a horse, and, taking her children with her, rode 
off* to the Wyandott village, about forty miles distant. 
In the afternoon, Tontileaugo returned to his wigwam, 
and found no one there hut Smith, an old man, and a 
boy. He appeared much troubled at his squaw's re- 
fractory conduct, uttered some deep interjections, but 
finally did as most husbands are compelled to do — fol- 
lowed her to make his peace. 

They are renuirkably superstitious, and hold their 
** conjurers" in great veneration. These dignitaries are 
generally old and dccrepid. On the borders of Lake 
Erie, one evening, a squaw came running into camp, 
where Smith, Tontileaugo, and a few others were repos- 
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Df", after a long day's journey, and alarmed tliem ' 
be iufuriualioi], tli:it iho strange liidLaiJ§. armnl ' 
rifles, were staiidin;r njioii the oi>i)owite sIjoip of a si 
■reek, and api>earetl in be recoiiuuitering ihe camp, 
as eup|>u!<ed they were Johiistou Muhawka, ami tli 
ley wmild shortly be attacked. Insianily the woiiH 
no children were sent into the woods, and the wiirrin 
>tire>! tVnm the light of the fires, taking their Btutions 
Jenily in the dark, and awtiitingthe enemy's ajproai^h. 
Maiieiohcoa. tlieir old conjurer, almie reniaiiieil by 
le hre, regardlep^ of the danger, and busily einplu3'cil 
I hid necromantic art. To assist him in his labors, he 
at] dyed feathers, the shoulder-blade of a wild cat, and 
Inrge quantity of leaf tolatco. Thus accnuterpd, lia 
injured a«ay, with preat iiiitustry, in the light of 
ire, and expo^d to the most imminent danger in c 
r an attack, as he was very lame, totally deaf, ai 
it^rably rheuroatic. After a-few mtnulee' anxio ., 
ipetrtation, ol<l Manctohcoa culled aloud upon hia 
ieiidi to retnm to the die, assuring them that there 
as no dangt-r. Thry in«laiitly obeyi-d wiih the ulmo>t 
infiiience, and tlicir sijuiins and children wire recalled, 
I if no furlher diinger was lo be apprehended. Upun 
imiug up, they fmind old Matieti>hcna enveloj)ed in 
iliO'-co smoke, und holding the bone of the wihl cat in 
ibi hand, upon which his eyes were fixed with gi 



He lold them, afti-r having burnt hi* feathers, flii 
kied himrelf with the tobaccn, heateil his blade l>oni 
iri pronounci^d hia ohann, that he exjieclfd to see ^ 
lultitudu of Mohawks arise upon the surfttce of the 
in«; but, to his surprise, he saw only the Rgures of 
ro wolveMl He assured ihcm lliat the woman had 
listaken the wulves for Molinwks, and that no enemy 
las near them. The Iiidiiiiis instantly composed them- 
iie» to rtt<t, relying c»nfi<]enlly upnii the truth of the 
Id man's nsserlions. In the morning, to Smith's as-, 
mishment, tln^ tracks of ivra wolves were seen ai 
Ml where the sqnaw's account hud placeil the 
awks. The Indiani expressed no snrprbe at tl 
Itraorrlinary cunlSrmatiun of the old man's skill 
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diviDation ; but Smith's infidelity was powerfully 
shaken! Admitting the tnith of the facts (uud from 
Colonel Sniitli's high reputation for piety and iotegricy, 
we pre^iuuie thev can not be questioned), it must be 
acknowledgeii either an extraordinary instance of sa- 
gacity, or else we ii/ust cla^ it among those numerous 
fortunate circumstances which occasionally have stag- 
gered the faith of much more learned men than Colonel 
Smith. Johnston's superstition is well known; and 
Smith's doul)ts may at least be pardoned. 

Their military principles are few and frimplo, but re- 
markable for sagacity, and singularly adapted to tlie 
character of the warfare in which they are generally 
engaged. Caution, perhaps, rather than boldness, is 
the leading ieature of their system. To destroy tlieir 
enemy at the least possible risk to themselves, is their 
great object. They are by no means, as has been some- 
times supposed, destitute of disci [)line. Their maneu- 
vers are few, but in performing them they are pecu- 
liarly alert, ready, and intelligent. In forming a line, 
in protecting their flanks by bodies arranged en potence^ 
or in ft»rming a large hollow square for the pur|>06e of 
making head a^'ain.-t a superior force, I hey are inferior 
to no troops in the world. Each movement is indicated 
by a loud whoop, of i>eculiar intonation, from their 
leader, and U irregularly but rapidly obeye<l. The re- 
sult is order, although during the progress of the move- 
ment the utmost ap[)arenL confusion prevails. 

Nothing astonished them more than the jiertinacity 
with which Braddock adhered to European tactics, in 
the celebrated battle on the banks of the M<niongahela. 
They often a<sureil Smith that the Lcmg Knives were 
fools ; that they could neitlier fight nor run away, but 
drew themselves up in close order, and stood still, as if 
to give their cueuiies the best possible opportunitj' of 
shooting them down at their leisure. Grant's masquer- 
ade before the walls of Fort Du Quosne also g;ive 
th(m much perplexity. A venerable Can ghnewau«:hga 
chief, who had, in his youth, been a reuowne<l warrior 
and counselor, and who excelled all his contemporaries 
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b rngxcityanil benevaliMice, frequently told Smith that 

^rani's conduct wiis lo hint totally iiiexfilicable. 
'J'htg geti«ml formed tlio advance of General Forhea 

n 1777. He innrched with great secrecy and celeritjn 
tkroiigh the troocU, and appeared upon llie hill aboi 
Pu Qucsoe ill the night. There ho encaDiped, 
tjr w«y of bravado, causned-the dnuiis to beat and t 
0agtii|ie9 to play, 113 if to inform the enemy of hU fl 
rivuL At daylight he was f^urrounded by Indians, w 
creeping up under cover of bushes, gullies, etc.. neaj 
knniliiUiteit his urm^ nitliout auy sensible loas to ihet 
Ivw. The old chief observed, " that ea the great ai 
war com^istcd in ambuehing and eurprieing yiM 
sncmv, itnd preventing yuunelf from beiug surprise 
teat Orant had acted like a Ekillful warrior In cominf^ 
■ecretly upon them ; but that bis subsequent conduct in 

nviug ihe alarm to his enemy, instead of falling upon 



ra with the bayonet, was very extraordinary; that be 
luld only account for it by supposing that Grant, I" 
too many other warriors, was loud oi' mm, nnd had 



e drunk about daylight.' 

They have the most toverelgn contempt for all 

eamiugl Smith was nccjisionally in the habit of 

ng a few elemeniar}' English books which he bad _ 

nred from traders, and lost credit among them by 

bndiices for study. 

Nothing, with them, can atone for a practical igno 
■ttoce of the wood*. We have seen, that, for losing 
tiottelf, Smith was degmded from tKe rank of a war- 
Sor and reduced lo that of a hoy. Two years afterward 
'w regained hia rank, and was presented with a rlHe, aa 
I reward for an exhibition of hardihood and presence 
(f mind. In company with the old chief, to whom we 
lave just referred, and several otiier Indians, he was 
engaged in hunting. A deep snow wofl upon the 
ground, and tlie weather was tempestuous. On their 
^y home, a number of rnccoou tracks were seen in the 
mow, and Saiilh was directed to follow them and 
ten-e where they treed. He did eo, but they led 
T to a much greater distance than was supposed, 



1 
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the hunters were several miles ahead of him when he 
attempted to rejoin them. 

At first their tracks were very plain in the snow, and 
although night approached, and the camp was distant. 
Smith felt no anxiety. But about dusk his situation 
became critical. The weather became suddenly much 
colder, the wind blew a perfect hurricane, and whirl- 
winds of snow blinded his eyes and filled up the tracks 
of hb companions. He had with him neither a gun, 
flint, nor steel ; no shelter but a blanket, and no wea|)on 
but a tomahawk. He plodded on for several hciur^, 
Ignorant of his route, stumbling over Ings, and chilled 
with cold, until the snow became so deip as seriously 
to impede his progress, and the flakes fell so thick as 
to render it impossible to see where he was going. He 
shouted aloud for help, but no answer was retumeil, 
and, as the storm every in.stant became more outra- 
geous, he began to think that his hour had come. 

Providentially, in stumbling on through the snow, 
he came to a large sycamore with a considerable open- 
ing on the windward side. He ha^^tily crept in, and 
found the hollow sufliciently lar^e to accommodate him 
for the night, if the weather side couhl l)e closed hO as 
to exclude the snow and wind, which was beating 
against it with great violence. He instantly went to 
work with his tomahawk and cut a number of sticks, 
which he placed upright against the hole, and piled 
brush against it in great quantities, leaving a space 
open for himself to creep in. He then broke up a 
decayed log, and, cutting it into small pieces, pushed 
them, one by one, into the hollow of the tree, and 
lastly crept in himself. With these pieces he stopped 
up the remaining holes of his den, until not a chink was 
left to admit the light. The snow, drifting in large 
quantities, was soon banked up against his defense*, 
and completely sheltered him from the storm, whi<'h 
still continued to rage with undiminished I'ury. He 
then danced violentlv in the Cinter of his den for two 
hours, until he was sufficiently warmed, and, wrapping 
himself in his blanket, he slept soundly until morning. 

He awoke in utter darkness, and, groping about, he 




fuund Ilia ^oor and attempteil to push it away, bat the 1 
BiHiw liHil ilrilXeil iigainst it ui Btic-h quiiiitiLit'B thul it ^ 
--8Ul«il hU utinuKt L'fTurU. His hair now began to ' 
'isil«, HD(1 he I'eared ih&t he had, wiih great ingcDuity, 
Ulrived to bury him self alive. He Uid down again 
r several hours, meditating upon uhat he bHouM do, 
■d whether he should not attempt to cut through the 
> with his tomahawk ; but at length he made one 
re desperate edbrt to puah away the iloor, and suc- 
_. (ded in moving it teveitil irn^hts. when a great bank 
of anow fell in upon him from above, convincing hira 
at onie of (ho inimcti^ quaiiliiy which bad fallen. He 
at length burrowed his way into the upper air, and 
^uud it broad daylight, and the weather culm and 
Bild. The anow lay nearly fuur feet deep; but he waa J 
fw enabled to see his way clearlv. and. by examining>1 
b barks of the trees, was enabled to return to camp. 
■ He was received with loud shouts of joy and cor 
Vitulation, but not a single question was asked until 
) had dispatched a hearty meal of veuison, liouiiny, 
id sugar. 
L The old chief, Tecaughnetanego, whom we have al- 
kdy mentioned, then presented him with his own pipe, 
1 they all remained silent until Smith had smoked. 
)en they faw him eomplet*'Iy refreslicd, the venerable 
kief addressed him in a mild and aflevtionate manner J 
Ibr Smith at that time was a mere boy with them), V 
pd desired to heur a particular account of the mnnnerX 
I which he ha<l pmoed the night. Not a word WM'I 
ioken until ^mith concluded his story, and then h»^ 
■a gi«eted on all sides with shouts of approbation. 1 
f Tecaughnetanego arose and addressed bira in a short ^ 
BWch, in which his courage, hardihood, mid presence ' 
t mind, were highly commended. He wiis exhorted to 
^ on U he had begun, and assured that one day he 
•aid make a very great man; that all his brothera 
foiced in his safely, ne much as thoy had lamented 
I supposed dcatli ; that they were preparing snow- 
Des to go in search of him when he apiJeared ; but, 
I he had been brought op effeminately among the 
bites, they never cx]K'cted to see him alive. In coo- 
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elusion, he was promoted from the rank of a boy to 
tliut of a warrior, and aasured that, when thev bold 
skins in the spring, at Detroit, thej would purchase 
for liini a new rifle. And they fajthfuUy observed 
their promise. 

They are extravagantly fond of rum ; but drinking 
does not with them, as with the whites, form a part of 
the regular business of life. They occasionally indulge 
in a wild and frantic revel, which sometim&s lasts sev- 
eral days, and then return to their ordinary habits. 
They can not husband their liquor, for the sake of pro- 
longing the pleasure of toping. It is used with the 
most reckless profusion while it lasts, and all drink to 
beastly intoxication. Their squaws are as fond of liquor 
as the warriors, and share in all their excesses. 

Afcer the party to which Smith belonged had sold 
their beaver skins» and provided themselves with am- 
munition and blankets, all th.'ir surplus Ciish was ex- 
pended in rum, which was bought by the keg. They 
then held a council, in which a tew strong-biKlied hunt- 
ers were sele -ted to remain sober, and pn)tect the rest 
during tlie revel, for which they were preparing. Smith 
was courieou.'*ly invited to get dnink, but upon his re- 
fusal, he was told that he must then join the sol)er 
party, and assist in keeping order. This, as he quickly 
found, was an extremely dangerous office; but before 
engaging in the serious business of drinking, the war- 
riors carefully removed their tomahawks and knives, 
and took every precaution against bloodshed. A shock- 
ing scene then commenced. Rum was swallowed in 
immense quantities, and their wild passions were stim- 
ulated to frenzy! Smith and the sober party, were 
cxpo-ed to tiie most imminent peril, and were com- 
pelled to risk their lives every moment. Much injury 
wa< done, Irul no lives were lost. 

In the Ottawa camp, where the same infernal orgies 
were celebrated, the result was more trn*iical. Several 
warriors were killed on the spot, and a number more 
wounded. So lon;r as thev had monev, the revel was 
kept up day and nigiit, but when their funds were ex- 
hausted, they gathered up their dead and wounded. 
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VdH, irilh flejecteil counteDances, returnrd to tlie i 
All hail 6<imei cause of lumen tatiim 
inket of flite Isai! beeu burnt, iiinl he liad nn 
1 buy anotncr; tlie fine clutlies of another bad bec^ 
lorn trora lib hack : eomc hail been iiiainitd ; 

ruvidintly iviiBteii their money, 
[ 'rbe'relit;ii.n lif tbe Iiiiliaiia, ahhoiigb defacpd I, 
lll|<erstiii>iD, and iiitcrminglid with iniiny riles anil not 
' a which, to vi. iippi-sir iilwurd, contiiiD^ n< 
_ , a distinct nckiioivli ilgmi'nc of the exisrenee of q 
(upreine IVinf;. nni\ a. future state. Tli» vflrintis tribt 
Uro rtprfseiiled hy Dr. Hnliertson tut polytheirts; n 
Hume ci«isi>lers pnlytheiMii ns iiireparaldy attetW 
iiptin the siiviige state. It appenre. however, "' 
tti'3 Western Indinns appmachtd n.ote neiirly to s: 
teism ihnn moat iiuvnge naiiuns with wbum we hav^ 
ttea beretofore acquainted. One Great Spirit is i 
JBr«ilI;F wor«bipt'd ihroutrhout the We*t; althoiigB 
piffi-rciit tribes pive bim ilifTcrent naniev. In thv iaM 
B [irairies of ihe Wt«t, be is gi-nerully termed tliH 
VBUmndati, or muster of life. With the Indians ( 
(ho Inked, he was generally termed ^Iniiitn, whJcli, * 
dievc, means lioiiily "The Spirit." In the lanjinaj 
f Smith's triliT- he was known by the title of ' 
■eeyo," or the po*3i-8for of all thiofis. 
1 Human siicriliees are very eommon among Ihe trib* 
Bving we»l of the Mia^iK^ippl; but I have i^ei-n no ev 
nence of »uch n rusloni uniong tbofe uf the North-wea 
Teciiuglini'tiinego, the veieran chief whom we liai 
Uiviidy mriitioiieil, nan esieemid (be nire^i and nioat^ 
7i>i><"^le uf hU own ualion; and hia relig'oiis npin- 
, pi'rhnps, miiy be regurded as a very favr>rabte 
mplp iif Indiiin ihi-ul<^. We sltall tnke'the liberty 
' tletiiilin^; several eon ve ligations of this uld chiif, pan 
;ularly up>>it religious snhjeet^, which to us were H 
bust interesting pas^ge) of Smith'it diary; ^mwing, 1 
■ley did, out of It HJluailoii which required the fxeici(tt 
^- .. phil<>so|,hy Hn<t reliance upon Trnviden 
Inady adverfCtl ti the precariniiB nutun 
Bndian *ujipliei uf food, dependent, as ihey ai 
Tie wooda fur tlieir meat, and liable to frequent failunj 
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from tlie state of the weather, and other circumstanoes 
over which they have no control. 

It so happened that Smith, together with Tontileaugo 
and the old chief, Tecaughnetiuiego, were Ihcamped at 
a great distance from the rest of the tribe, and during 
the early part of the winter they were very Bucoessfiu 
in hunting, and were abundantly supplied with all 
necessiiries. Upon the breach between Fontileau^o and 
his wife, however. Smith and the old chief were left in 
the woods, with no other company than that of Nun- 
gany, a little son of the latter, not more than ten years 
old. Tecaughnetanego, notwithstanding his age (which 
exceeded sixty), was still a skillful hunter, and capable 
of great exertion when in ^ood health ; but, unfortu- 
nately, was sul)ject to dreadful attacks of rheumatism, 
during which, in addition to the most excruciating 
pain, he was incapable of moving his limbs, or helping 
himself in any way. Smith was but a young hunter, 
and Nungany totally useless except as a cook ; out while 
Tecaughnetanego retained the use of his liml)s, notwith- 
standing the loss of Tontileaugo, they killed game very 
abundantly. 

About the middle of January, however, the weather 
became excessively cold, and the old chief was stretched 
upon the floor of his wigwam, totally unable to move. 
The whole care of the family now devolved upon Smith, 
and his exertions were not wanting. But from his 
youth and inexperience, he was unable to provide as 
plentifully as Tontileaugo had done, and they were re- 
duced to very short allowance. The old chief, notwith- 
standing the excruciating pain which he daily suflTered, 
always strove to entertain Smith, at ni*;ht, with agreea- 
ble conversati(m, and instructed him carefullv and re- 
peatedly in the art of hunting. At length the snow 
became hard and crusty, and the noise of Smith's loot- 
steps frightened the deer, so that, with the utmost cau- 
tion he could use, he was unable to get within gunshot. 
The family, iu consequence, were upon the eve of star- 
vation. 

One evening Smith entered the hut, faint and weary, 
after a hunt of two days, during which he bad eaten 
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■otbing. Tfcaugtinetnnpgo had fiiEted for the i 
length of tinip, nnd both had been upon short a 
Mec for a wc«k. Suiilh came in very moodily, ._ 
laying n^ide his eun and powder-horn, sat down by th? 
ti^ in silence, recauglmel&nego iuijuired mildly and 
mlmly, wlial »ucct'Si< be bad bad. Smith answered ihnt 
ftey must starve, as the deer were so wild that he could 
pot get within gunshot, and it was too far \o go to any 
[ndinn settlement for food. The old man remained silent 
" r a muMient, and then, in the same mild tone, asked 

m if he was hungry? Smith replied, that the keea 
||ipflile seemed gmie, but that ho felt sick and dizzy. 
Hid scarcely able lo walk. "I have made I<ungany 
tunt up Mime fiHMl for you, brother," said the old man 
tindly, and l>aili! him prmJuce it. This tbod was nuth- 
ng mure than the bones of a fox and wild-cat, which 
Jtad been thrown inln the woods a few days before, and 
which the buzzards hud alreaily picked almost bare. 

Niiiiguny had collecte'l and boiled them, until the 
sinews were Btrip[>ed of the flish, intending them for 
iitnsdf and fatlier, both of whom were nearly fam- 
ihfd; but Ihi^ old man had put ihem away for Smith, 
JD caM^e should again return without food. Smith 
^iekly threw him'^elf upon this savory soup, and ewal- 
[uwed Dpoontul after spoonful with llie voracilv of a 
jirolf. fecaughnetanego waited patiently until lie had 
[uiahed hb meal, wbicli continne<l until the laft spoon- 
ftil had been swallowed, and theu handing him his own 
fipe, invited him to smoke. Little Nungany, in the 
meantime, rumoved the kettle, after looking id vain 
fcr 8ome reinuaut of the feast for his own supper. He 
Jtad Watched even' mouthful which Smitii Ewallowed 
with eager longing, but in perfect silence, and finding 
that, iiSr the third night, he must remain eupperli 

> sat down ({uietly at his fatlieKs feet, niid was 

Jeep. 

Tecaughn elan ego, as soon as 8raitb hatl smokt 
wke'l him if he telt refreshed; and upon receiving 
aniniuted assurance in the affirnmtive, he addressed 
bim mildly aa follows; "I saw, my brother, when yon 
"^ came is, that you had been luilbrtunate in faunt- 
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ing, and were ready to despair. I should have spoken 
at the time, what I am now about to say, but I have 
always observed that hungry people are not in a temper 
to listen to reason. You are now refreshed, and can 
listen patiently to the words of your elder brother. I 
was once young like you, but am now old. I have 
seen sixty snows fall, and have often been in a worse 
condition, from want of food, than we now are ; yet I 
have always been supplied, and that, too, at the very 
time when I was ready to despair. Brother: you have 
been brought up among the whites, and have not had 
the same opportunities of seeing how wonderfully Owa- 
neeyo provides food for his children in the woods ! He 
sometimes lets them be in great want, to teach them 
that they are dependent upon him, and to remind them 
of their own weakness ; but he never permits them ab- 
solutely to perish. Rest assured that your brother is 
telling you no lie ; but bo satisfied that he will do as I 
have told you. Go now ; sleep soundly ; ri?je early in 
the morning and go out to hunt; be strong and dili- 
gent; do your best, and trust to Owaueeyo for the 
rest." ^ 

When we recollect tliat this admirable speech came 
from a wild Luiian, totally uninstructed, and untaught 
to restrain his passions ; that, at the very time, he was 
suffering the most excruciating pain, both from disease 
and hunger; that he had deni^ himself a morsel of 
food, in order to Ixjstow it upon Smith ; and, lastly, 
that from the state of the snow and Smith's inexperi- 
ence, he had no human prospect of relief; it is no ex- 
aggeration to say, that a more striking example of 
wisdom, mildness, and magnanimity, was never ex- 
hibited. 

Smith was powerfully struck by the old man's rea- 
• soning ; and still more affected by the patience and 
firmness with which he sustiiined him.^elf, under the 
complicated suffering with which he was visited. In 
the morning, at daylight, he seized his pun, and com- 
menced the duties of the. day with prcat spirit. He 
saw a great many deer, but the crasliing of the crust 
alarmed them as heretofore ; and after hunting until 
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noon without success, he began to suspect that Tecaugh- 
netanego must have been mistaken, and that they were 
certainly destined to starve. His hunger seemed rather 
whetted than allayed by his sumptuous repast upon 
wild-cat bones, the evening before, and now became so 
ravenous as to dive:5t him of all reason, and he deter- 
mined to run bjick to Pennsylvania. True, the inter- 
vening country was crowded with hostile Indians, but 
the edge of the tomahawk was not keener than that of 
hunger; and a sharp and quick death infinitely prefer- 
able to the slow and torturing ravages of starvation. 

Having hastily adopted this desperate resolution, he 
(quickened his pace, and moved off* steadily in the direc- 
tion of Pennsylvania. He had not gone more than 
seven or eight miles, before he heard the lowing of buf- 
falo in front, and in a few minutes, came in view of a 
noble heard, marching leisurely ahead of him. He ran 
with great rapidity in such a direction as to head them, 
and concealing himself in a thicket, awaited their ap- 
proach. They passed leisurely within a few yards of 
hira, so that he had an opportunity of selecting a fat 
heifer, which he killed at the first fire. He quickly 
struck fire from his flint — and cutting a few slices from 
the fleshiest part, he laid it upon the coals, but could 
not wait until it was done. After gorging himself with 
raw beef, which (with the exception of the wild-cat 
bones of the preceding night) he thought the most de- 
licious food he had ever tasted, he began to be tenderly 
concerned for the old man and little boy, whom he had 
left in a femishing condition at the wigwam. 

His conscience reproached him for leaving them to 
perish ; and he instantly loaded himself heavily w ith 
the fiittest and fle!*hiest pieces, and having secured the 
rest from the wolves, returned to their camp, with as 
much expedition as he could exert. It was late at 
night when he entered the wigwam. Tecaughnetanego 
received him with the same mild equanimity which 
had heretofore distinguished him, and thanked him 
very affectionately for the exertions which he had uified, 
while the eyes of the famished boy were fastened upon 
the b€>sf as if he would devour it raw. His fatner 
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ordered him to hang on the kettle and cook some beef 
for them all ; but Smith declared that he him^lf 
would cook for the old man, while Nungany bruiled 
some meat upon the coals fur himself. The boj 
looked eagerly at his father for hb consent, and re- 
ceiving a nod in reply, he sprung upon the meat as 
a kite would pounce upon a pullet, and unable to wait 
for the slow operation of the fire, began to eat it raw. 

Smith, in the meantime, had cut several very 
thin slices and placed them in the kettle to boil; but 
supposfiiig Tecatighnetanego as impatient as himself, 
he was about to take it off the fire after a very few 
minutes, when the old man, in a tone as calm and 
quiet as if he had not fasted for three whole days, 
desired him to '' let it be done enough." At the same 
time he ordered Nungaiiy, who was still editing like a 
shark, to take no more at present, but to sit down, 
and after a few minutes he might sup a little broth. 
The old man then reminded Smith of their conver- 
sation the night before ; and of the striking truth 
with which his assurance of Owaneeyo's goodness had 
be<.'n accomplished. At length he de:^ired Smith to 
give him the bc^ef, observing that it had been boiled 
enough ; and, as if he had re.«ervcd all his vigor for 
that moment, he as-faulted it witii a keenness and per- 
severance which showed that tlio gitlts of Owaneeyo 
were not thrown away. 

In the morning, Tecaughnetanogo requested Smith 
to return to the spot where he had killed the bufiTalo, 
and bring in the rest of it to camp. He accordingly 
took down his rifle and entered the wood, intending 
to hunt on the road. At the distance of a few miles 
from camp, he saw a large elm, which had been much 
scratchcvl, and perceiving a hole in it at the distance 
of forty feet from the ground, he supposed that a 
bear had selected it for his winter-quarters, and in- 
stantly determined to rouse him from his slumbers. 
With hLs t4>maliawk, he cut down a sapling which 
grew near the tree, in such a manner as to lod^e it 
against the den. He then cut a long pole, and tied a 
few bunches of rotten wood to the end of it. Taking 
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I in hU hand, he cllinbed tlie Bapling, until hg 

trliptl the mouth uf [lie tk'ii, iind getting tire to the 

k Wiiod, put it into tbd huUxw as fur as he coulil 

. He eoon had tlio gradficatioii of heariug pour 

(Smiti sneeze and cough, as if in greitt trouble; aud 

npidly sliding down the saplins:, he eelscd hi.^ gun at 

^the ni>ini«iit ihc beiir bIiohikI himeelf He iubtatitl] 

ihi>t him, nud having loaded hin]p«lf with the hii 
EqtiEirtcra. he marched back in high spirits tu the </t^ 
I. Tln-v wure now w«ll provided tor s 
in a few days llie snow ihaweii so njuch a& 
le hirn Id kilf deer; so lliar, during the rest 
winter, they fared Hutnptuuuiily. 
nrly in April, Tecaughuetniiego'a rhciimatism had 
_ mted so mueb as to pFrmit him to wnlk. nimn whi<' 
the/ all three built a bark canoe, and descended [ 
DItentaiigy, until the water became so shallow na 
Nidangrr their trail burk among tbe rotka 
"1 «»8 then held, in whicii Tecaiighnplanego propi 
J go ashore, and pray for rain to raise the cretk 
ver eo as to enable tliem to continue their journi 
mith readily consented, itnd they accordingly rlise 
irkcil, drawing ibcir canoe ashore after them. Hi 
Ktlic old Indian huilt a "sweating house," in order 
Ijiurify himself, iKfore engaging in his rel!f;ious duti 
He stuek a number of svmictrculur hao{)s in 
ml laid A blanket over them. He i 
:!ttted a uunilter of large stones, Hn<l pliK^id ibrm 
uder the hlunktl, and finally crawled in biio-Llf, 
]i a kettle uf wiiti-r in his hand, directing Smith lo 
-aw down the blanket afler him. ko an almost entirely 
exclude thu t^xternnl air. He then poured tlio 
er upon the hoi clones, and began to sing ahiud 
I great energy, the ateani rising from the lilankt:! 
i a heavy mi^l. In this hot place he continued for 
[iu«ii minutes, xingiiig tlia whole time, and then 
out dripping with perspirstioR from head to 
I breath. 
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"O Great Owaneeyol I thank thee that I have 
regiiineil the use of my legs once more ; that I am 
now able to walk about and kill turkeys, without 
feeling exquisite pain. Oh! ho! ho! ho! Grant that 
my knees and ankles may be right well, that I may 
be able not only to walk, but to run and to jump 
logs, as I did last fall! Oh! ho! ho! hoi Grant 
that, upon this voyage we may frequently kill bears 
a^ they may be crossing the Sandusky and Scioto! 
Oh ! ho ! ho ! ho I Grant that we may also kill a 
few turkeys to stew with our bear's meat! Oh I hoi* 
ho ! ho ! Grant that rain may come to raise the 01- 
lentaiigy a few feet, that we may cross in safety 
down to Scioto, without splitting our canoe U(>on the 
rocks! And now, O Great Owaneeyo! thou knowest 
how fond I am of tobacco, and though I do not know 
when I shall get any more, yet you see that I have 
freely given up all that I have for a burnt-offering; 
therefore, I exj>eet that thou wilt be merciful and 
hear all my petitions; and I, thy servant, will thank 
thee, and love thee for all thy gifts." 

Smith held the chief in great veneration, and has 
observed, that he never in his life listene<l to a man 
who reasoned more clearly and powerfully upon such 
subjects as came befi)re him ; and he heard the first 
part of his prayer with great respect and due gravity ; 
but when the attention of Owaneeyo was called to the 
tobacco, which his votary bestowed upon him so liber- 
ally, his muscles gave way, and in spite of his eff»rt8 
to restrain himself, he burst into a low and half stifl^^d 
Liu^h. Ridicule is at all times formidable, but par- 
tieularly so in a moment of enthusiasm and sincere 
devotion. Tecaughnetanego was deeply and seriously 
offended, and rebuked his young companion iu the 
following words: 

** Brother, I have somewhat to say to you! When 
von wtTe reading: vour books in our villa^jp, vou know 

would not let the boys plague you, or laugh at 
you, although we all thought it a fooli-h and idle 
oeeupation in a warrior. I rtspceted your feelings 
iJicii; but just now I saw you laughing at me! 
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Brother, 1 do not believe that you look upon praying 
as a silly custom, for you sometimes pray yourself. 
Perhaps you think my mode of praying foolish, but if 
so, would it not be more '^ friendly to reason with me, 
and instruct me, than to sit on that log and laugh at 
an old man?** 

Smith apologized with great earnestness, declaring 
that he rcsi)ecred and loved him sincerely, but that 
when he saw him throw the last of his tobacco into 
the fire, and recollected how iond he was of it, he 
could not helpfmiling a little, although for the future 
he would never have reason to complain of him on 
that account. The old man, without saying a word, 
handed him his pipe as a token of friendship, although 
it was filled only with willow bark; and the littlS 
difference was soon forgotten. 

Smith then explained to him the outlines of the 
Christian religion, and dwelt particularly upon the 
doctriue of reconciliation through the atonement of 
Christ. Tecaughnetanego listened with patience and 
gravity un'/il his companion had* ended his remarks, 
and then calmly observed, that " it might he so ! " He 
even acknowledged, **that it did not appear so absurd 
as the doctrine of the Romish priests, which he had 
heard at Detroit, but declared that he was too old now 
to change his religion ; that he should, therefore, con- 
thiue to worship God after the manner of his fathers; 
and if it was not consistent with the honor of the Grent 
Spirit to accept of him in that wwy, then he hoped that 
he would receive him upon such terms as were accept- 
able to him ; that it was his earnest and sincere desire 
to worship the Great Spirit, and obey his wishes, and 
he hoped that Owaneeyo would overlook such faults as 
arose from ignorance and weakness, not willful neglect." 
To a speech of this kind, the sentiments of which find 
an echo in almost every breast, Smith could make no 
reply. Here, therefore, the subject ended. 

A few days afterward, there came a fine rain, and 
the Ollentangy was soon sufficiently deep to admit of 
their passage in safety, and after reaching the San- 
dusky they killed four bears and a great many wild 
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turkeys. Tecaugbnetanego gravely assured Smith, 
that this was a clear and direct answer to his prayer, 
and inferred from it, that his religion could not be as 
unacceptable to Owaneeyo )is Smith supposed. Per- 
haps it would be difficult to disprove the first part of 
the old Indian's observation; the last is more question- 
able. 

We have already gleaned all the most interesting 
parts of Smith's narrative, for the long details of hunt- 
ings, trappings, and migrations, witj^out particular 
object or inci«leiit, would scarcely be interesting to the 
reader. We have endeavored to select such circum- 
stances, 2A woulJ give the general reader a lively idea 
^ the habits and opinions of the Western Indians, 
without burdening our narrative with too much detail. 
As most, if not all, the subsequent adventures, will 
have a close connection with Indian life, it was thought 
proper to commence with a narrative which should 
throw some light upon that subject It is only neces- 
sary, further, to observe, that in the summer of 1759, 
and in the fourth year of his captivity, or rather, adop- 
tion, Smith, accompanied by Tecaughnetanego and 
Nungany, sailed in a bark canoe down the St. Law- 
rence, as far as Montreal. 

Here he privately left his Indian companions, and 
went on board a French transport, which he had heard 
was about to sail, with a number of English pris^mers 
on board, intended to be exchanged. After having 
been detained some time in Montreal, in consequence 
of the English fleet being l)elow, he was at length ex- 
changed and returned to his native country. His 
family and sweetheart received him with great joy ; 
but to his inexpressible mortification, the latter had 
been married only a few days before his arrival. His 
subsequent adventures, although novel and interesting, 
do not properly come within the range of our present 
subject. We refer the reader, who may desire to know 
more, to Colonel Smith's own narrative, which has re- 
cently been reprinted. 
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CHAPTER II. 

HE adventures which, in oriler of time, sliould comft' 

e lhi»se of ihe celilmiled Daniel Boot- 

ey — said to be tlie first white man whi) e- 

aitMi Ktuluckj- — nothing is known bnt the sim 

t that he did visit it, first alone, and afiemurd 

toiupsny with Boone. It is much to be regreited thi 

■* 6 maieriala lor a sketch of Boone are eo teanty. H( 

» left us A brief account of bis adventures, hut the; 

• «!« ratlier such ns one would require fur the comi 

of AD epitaph than of a biogruphy. The leailihg ii 

cideni^ are niciitiontd in a getteral way ; and there » 

Bome i^udy and ambitious sketches of fcenery whi< 

rell the bulk of the piece without either pleading tl 

Pagination or gratilyinf; the curiosity. It would see 

It the bri^f not«8 of the plain old woocUnian had bet 

tnmilted to some young sciolist in lilemture, »I 

)iight that flashy description could atone lor barren- 

s of incident. 

k geiteriil summary of remarkable events ne 

fl nor gratifies eurioMty like a minute detail of Wf Ike 

lumffojtcei conneeted nith them. This trail, bo c 

1 to the interest of narratives, and of which pi< 

K the most splendid example in exi.'lence hns 1)eea 

in in Mr. Cooper's "Last of the Mohicans," is de- 

mbly wanting in most of the materials to which we 

e had access. A novelet nnny fill np the hlunk from 

imagination ; but a writer who professes to ad- 

e to truth is fettered down to the record liefore him. 

lerefore, in tJie ftiUowing delaiU, «e shtiuUl bo I'nund 

,y of the unpurdoiidhle sin of dullness, we hope 

a portion of the blame will fall upon llie 

■tf the matc'riuls. 
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Of Mr. Boone's early youth, nothing is known. Ha 
has modestly forborne to say any thing of himaelf, 
except so far us he is connected with the settlement of « 
Kentucky. He was born in Virginia; but, instigated 
by that roving spirit which distinguished him throagh- 
out lite, he emigrated, at an early period, to North 
Carolina, and lived until his fortieth year upon the 
banks of the Yadkin. In 17G7, Findley returned from 
his adventurous journey, and brought with hira a report 
of a hirgo tract of fertile country, totally unoccupiedy 
and abounding in every variety of game, from the beaver 
to the buffalo. To a man like Boone, fond of huntine, 
and naturally attached to a roving and adventurous life, 
such a scene ])resented irresistible charms. According! Vf 
in 17G9, he left his family upon the Yadkin, and, m 
company with five others, of whom Findley was one, 
he moved in a western direction, being determined to 
explore that CDuntry of which ho had heard so favor- 
able an account , 

On the seventh of June they reached Red River, and 
from a neiirhl)oring eminence were enabled to survey 
the vast plain of Kentucky. Here they built a cabin 
in order to afford them a shelter from the rain which 
had fallen in immense quantities on their march, and 
remained, in a great measure, stationary until Decem- 
ber, killing a great quantity of game immediately 
around them. Immense herds of Bufialo ranged through 
the forest in every direction, feeding upon the leaves of 
the cane or the rich and spontaneous fiidds of clover. 

On the twenty-second of December, Boone and John 
Stuart, one of his companions, left their encampment^ 
and, following one of the numenms paths which the 
buff ilo had made through the cane, they plunged boldly 
into the intorinr of the forest. They had as yet seen 
no Indians, and the country had been reported as to- 
tally uninhabited. This was true in a strict sense, for 
although the southern and north-western tribes were in 
the habit of hunting here as upon neutral ground, yet 
not a single wigwam had been erected, nor did the land 
b(»ar the slightest mark of ever having been cultivated. 
The different tribes would fall in with each other, and 
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torn the ficree confliclB wliith generally followed Ihea^ 

i-iual reunnjiitcis, llitM-uuiitiy Imil lieoi kiixwu nrnuiig' 

blii-m !•)■ llie name ^l{ " the dark und blondy yroundl" Tiro 

Pwo ailveiiturerg eaun leanit^d tlie ntldiiiuiinl iluiger to 

lich ihey were ex])o»ed. While roving cartlessly from 

mtiebrakti to utiielirnke, and atliiiinii;,' tlit! rank growtli 

At vegetation, and tlie vuriety of limlier uliiuli nnirked 

rlt-rtility ol' tiie giiil, tliey wei-e t>udileiily aliirmeil liy 

I »|>pM(rHn('e of a party nf Iiullun?, wlm, e[iringin); 

Itlirir pliit« of eouctalnieut, roaheil ujHin tlicni v 

Ituindity which n-ndt-nd ewape impiissiblu. 

'riti-y were almoHt iimtaiitly sciztKl, disarmed, 
D«de prisoners. Their t'ttlings may be reatlily 
r IiM^. Tliev were in the liunds of ud enemy who k) 
1. iHi nlieriiutivo bei«e<-ri iidn|itiiin und torlnre; n 
trniulier^ and tiivlnetii" «{ llicir ciiiitors rendered 
I b}i o{i«ii meiinn ijn[ii>s.-il>!e. i>liili' their jculoiiB vigilance 
p^fincd e<]Uii]ly fatal lo any t'ecrcl ultemiit. Boon^ 
owever, was ['ossesa-d nf ii hiniier aiiiuirtilily adiipl 
) thn ctrcuinatiniees in wliiib tie was plneed. Of 
:old nnd eiitnnilne, railier than nn ardent diEpa'iitti 
r eitlier eo niueh clevaicd liy ^id liirli 
' depressed bv had «» tu lo^e fur an Instiint the 
«M«nun of all lii^ farntliea. He x.iw that inime. 
mpii WHS iiiipo.'>ihl(i; hut be eni'onn^red bis eom 
a, and mwiniiiicd himself lo aecomimny the I1..I 
1 all ihcir excuiBioiis with po ealni nud conteuled 
kir tliat their vijiilancc insensihly lie^n to relay. 

On the eevenlh evenins of their eiijilivity, thfy 
Etinipod in a thiek raiielirake, and, having built a hi 
8r*. lay down to rest. The jiarly whoso duly it wiij 
Ivslrh were weary ai)d n?):li);ent, and about niiilni^dit; 
', who had not closed nii eye. aMvrlnin«1 I'roni th 
Dep breatbinf; nil around bini that the whole jinity, ii 
Uuding; Stuart, nas in a deep »lcep. Gently and grn 
^ally extriesting bim^elf l'ri>ni the Indiana who li 
fcrnand him, he wnlked cautiously to the spot 
^tuart lay, and, having succeeded in awakening him 
iritbnut nlanniiig the rest, he briefly informed him of 
a determinaiion, and exhorted him to arise, make no 
jboifie, and foUuw bim. Stuart, although Iguoraut 
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the design, and suddenly roused from sleep, fortunately 
obeyed with equal silence and celerity, and within a few 
minutes they were beyond hearing. 

Rapidly traversing the forest, by the light of the stars 
and the barks of the trees, they ascertained the direc- 
tion in which the camp Lay; but upon reaching it on 
the next day, to their great grief they found it plun- 
dered and deserted, with nothing remaining lo show the 
fate of their companions : and even to the day of liis 
death Boone knew not whether they had been killed or 
tjiken, or had voluntarily abandonetl their cabin and re- 
turned. Here, in a few days, they were accidentally 
joined by Boone's brother and another man, who had 
foUoweil them from Cftrolina and fortunately stumbled 
upon their camp. This accidental meeting in the 
bosom of a vast wilderness gave great relief to the two 
brothers, although their joy was soon overcast 

Boone and Stuart, in a second excursion, were agaia 
pursued by savages, ami Stuart was shot and scalped, 
while Boone fortunately escaped. As usual, he has not 
mentioned particulars, but barely stated the event 
Within a few days they sustained another calamity, if 
possible, still more distressing — their only remaining 
companion was benii^hted in a hunting excursion, and 
wliile encamped in the woods alone, was attacked and 
devoured by the wolves. 

The two brothers were thus left in the wilderness 
alone, separatcil by sevend hundred miles from home, 
surnmnded by hostile Indians, and destitute of every 
thing but their rifles. After having had such melan- 
choly experience of the dangers to which they wei^e 
exposed, we would naturally suppose that their forti- 
tude would have given way, and that they would in- 
stantly have returned to the settlement^. But the most 
remarkable leature in Boones character was a calm and 
cold equanimity, which rarely roic to enthusiasm and 
never sunk to despondence. 

His coura're undervalued the danger to which he was 
exposed; and his presence of mind, which never for- 
sook him, enabled him, on all occasions, to take the best 
means of avoiding it. The wilderness, with all its dan- 



i).l XlKt. nooSK. 

Kpm and prirfltion?, bed it dmrm for hini which is 
lamrcrlv (xniceiviililc by itue bruiiglil ii[> in a cily; and 
lliu dMcrmiiieil Iti rGuiain alui]i>, nhtio his liroilier re- 
lltirnal toCuroHna for oil addiliunal supply uf nmrnuiii' 
ItiiiD, as their urigiual ttiippty Wiu nearly exImusUd. 
I lib siluatioQ tve xluiidd now suppuse in llit^ liijihe^t de- 
P grn: elooiiiv and diapiritin;;. Ihe dangers nliich iJ 
I Icaidcd \>u brother on his return were nearly iquntj 
I his unn; and emh had Id't a wile and cliildren, wn^ 
L Bonne acknowledged t-ost him many au anxious thongl 
1 But ihfi wild and suiitary grandeur of the count^ 
I'armmd him, wlioro not a trt-e had heen cut nor a houee 
^«r««teil, was to him iin inexhauslihle fnnrre of ndmi- 
I ration and deliuht; and lie $ny)i hinitelf, that Eome of 
>st rupturous luouitntd (>f his Hie were tpcnl in 
tho$c lunely rambles. The ulmoftt caution was ncci'S- 
mry Ut aToid the jaTfl-rrs, ard ecartcly leM to esciipe 
I the mvcnous hunger of ihu wolves ihat prowled nightly 
taraund him in immense minders. He was comjM-lJed 
Ijroqnmitly to shift his Imiptng, and hy undouhleil signs 
■taw that the Indians had reprutedly visited his hut 
f'during his absence. He sometimes lay in cauehrukpf, 
f irithout fire, and hcanl the yells of ihe Indians aroum) 
r him. Fortunately, however, he never enronntered them. 

Oo til* twenty -seventh of July, 1770, his broiher re- 
L tarn«d wilh a supply of nmmunition ; and, wiih a hardi- 
, hood which npjicnrs almoet incredible, they ranged 
* lugh the connlrv in every direction, and without in- 
I jury, until March. '1771. theythen returned li. Norih 
f Carolina, where Daniel rcjoineil his family, after nn 
r absence of three years, during nearly the «hiilei>f whieh 
I time he had never liuttui brtad or salt, nor seen the face 
L of nmgle while man, with the exception of'hiti brother , 
land llio two friends who had been killed. He hea* 
[•determined to sell his farm and remove with his 

lly to the wilderneffl of Kentucky — an astoniehing iilj 
y stance of hardihood, and we should even say indiffl " 
L enc« to his thmily, if it wero ni>t that his character h 
F ODiforinlT hern reprefcntcd tis mild and humane, i 
I yie» hold and fcarlais. 

Accurdingly, on the twenty-fifth of September, 17^ 
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having disposed of all the property which he could not 
take with him, he took leave of hb friend:^ and commenced 
his journey to the west. A number of milch cows, 
and horses laden with a few necessary household uten- 
sils, formed tlie whole of his baggage. His wife and 
children were mounted on horseback and accompanied 
him, every one regarding them as devoted to destruction. 
Ill PowelPs Valley they were joined by five more fam- 
ilies and f )rty men well armed. Encouraged by thb 
accession of btrenu^th, they advanced with additional 
confidence, but had soon a severe warning of the fur- 
ther dangers which awaited them. When near Cum- 
berland Mountain, their rear was suddenly attacked 
with great fury by a scouting party of Indians and 
thrown iut) considerable confusion. 

The party, however, soon rallied, and being accus- 
tomed to In<lian warfare, returned the fire with such 
spirit and effect that the Indians were repulsed with 
slaughter. Their own loss, however, had been severe. 
Six men were killed upon the spot and one wounded. 
Among the killed was Boone's eldest son, to the un- 
speakable affliction of his family. The disorder and 
grief occasioned by this rough reception seems to have 
afflicted the emigrants deeply, as thev instantly retraced 
their steps to the settlements on Clinch River, forty 
miles from the scene of action. Here they remained 
until June, 1774, probably at the request of the women, 
who must have been greatly alarmed at the prospect 
of plunging more deeply into a country upon the skirts 
of wliich they had witnessed so keen and bloody a con- 
flict. 

At this time, Boono, at the request of Governor Dun- 
more, of Virginia, conducted a number of surveyors to 
the falls of Ohio, a distance of eight hundred miles. 
Of the incidents of this journey we have no record 
whatever. After his return he was engaged under Duu- 
more, until 1775, in several affairs with the Indians; 
and, at the solicitation of some gentlemen of North 
Carolina, he attended at a treaty with the Cherokees 
for the purpose of purchasing the lands south of Ken- 
tucky River. With his usual brevity, Boone has omitted 



DAyjML BOOXE. 

rio inronn tis of tho [inrtii-ulara of til's conference, < 
[of tlie pt'culiiir ftiariicler til' tlie-hiisim^ss upon whioii| 
W vas sent. By tlie uid of Mr. Jtiarsliall's valuable li 
|turVi however, we ore enalikd to siip[)ly tliis eiJcB 
t i«i»l with rugnrd lo the ]atter circiimatimce. 
U spcma thiit the CheriJiees, living witUIu tlie chd 
I tcred liniil« ol* ihu Htale of Sortli CuroUna, clniuied f 
I tli« land 9»utli of tl>c Kentucky us tiir as TeniK 
I Itiver. 'ITiat Ccilonvl KUhiml Henderson and i 
I'Other gt'iLtleinen, animiitvd by ihv glowing descripUj 
I of iIjo f.riility of llio soil h liii;h Buoiic and his brotM 
I Itail given iilxin llieir retiiru, dtterniiued lo purchd 

"■ utiole of tliLt in>uieiice intft fVoin tlie ClierokeT 
imploveil iioDiie a.- llieir agem. Tbe Cherolu 
Lgliidly partol with an tini'tv title for a aolid, thoug! 
Ktuoilerute, rt-conipeiii-e ; and ileuder^uii and his friends 
■iiiHtniiiJy prt-piiivd to take po.EM««ii(in, rtJving upon the 
■■ralidityuf llit-irdeeUfiom liie Indians, tl u for tun a tely, 
Ilioivever, lor tlie cuicess of these epeiulator*, Kentucky 
^lay uitliin the liiiiirs of Virginia, aci-ordinjr to the old 
Ichai-ter uf Kiiij; James, and lliat Btaie accordingly 

cluiiiK-il for herself solely tlie privilege of purdiasii^ 

tlie hidiiui litle lo hinds lying within her own limits.^ 
81ie lust no time, tlierelure, in prininuiiciiig the ire 

of HcuderEou null and void, us it rt gurded Uh iMii t\ 

altliuugli, by rather an excrptioimj process of reusQ 
■ En^, tliey deitTiniiit-d that it was oblignlnry upon l' 
[ IniUans, so far a-> regardi^i) the extinction of Iheir 
I Whetbcr or nut the reasoning was good, I can no 
I tc-ltil \a »ay; hut, supmiried as it was hy a power 

8tate, it was maili' QOoa, and Henderson's golden dres 

. completely viinlnhrd. He and his aB»)ciaies, howei 

[ ivceivwi a lilieral (irHnt of land lying ou Green Rivi 

I a ct)m|ien«uLiiin for the expense and i1iin};er which 

lev had incurred in prosecuting their Eelllciuent, 

It was under the nnspicoa of Henderson that Boonc'a 

I next visit to Kentucky was mudc. Leaving bis femil; 

[ on ClincJi River, he net out. nt the head of a few men, f 

mark out a road for the pnck horses or wagons i 
I lI«tidenon's party. This laborious and dangerous did 
\ ho oxecuied with hia usual patient fortitude, until I 
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came witliiu fifteen miles of the spot where Boones- 
boroiigh afterward was built. Mere, on the twenty- 
second of March, his small party was attacked by 
the Indians and sufTored a loss of four men killed and 
wounded. The Indians, although repulsed with loss 
in this affair, renewed the attack with equal fury on 
the next day, and killed and woulded i^\e more of his 
party. On the firs^t of April, the survivors began to build 
a small fort on the Kentucky River, afterward called 
Boon esbo rough ; and on the fourth they were again 
attacked by the Indians and lost another man. Kot- 
withstanding the harassing attacks to which they were 
constantly exposed (for the Indians seemed enraged to 
madness at the prospect of their building houses on their 
hunting-ground), the work was prosecuteil with inde- 
fatigable diligence, and on the fourteenth was completed. 

Boone instantly returned to Clinch River for his fam- 
ily, determineil to bring them with him at every risk. 
This was done as soon as the journey could be i>er- 
formed, and Mrs. Boone and her daughters were the 
first white women who stood upon the banks of the 
Kentucky River, as Boone him^^elf had been the first 
white man who ever built a cabin upon the borders of 
the State. The first house, however, which ever stocxl 
in the interior of Kentucky, was erertod at Harrotls- 
burgh, in the year 1774, by James Harrod, who con- 
ducted to this place a party of huntei's from the banks 
of the Monongahela. This place wa«, therefore, a few 
months older than Booneslwrough. Both soon became 
distinguished, as the only places in which hunters and 
surveyors could find security from the fury of the In- 
dians. 

Within a few weeks after the arrival of Mrs. Boone 
and her daughters, the infant colony was reinforced by 
three more families, at the head of which were !Mrs. 
McGary, Mi-s. Hogan, and ^Irs. Denton. Boonesbo- 
rough, however, was the central object of Indian hostili- 
ties, and scarcely had his family become domesticate^! in 
their new poss(^ssion, when they were suddenly attacked 
bv a party of Indians, and lost one of their garrison. 
This was on the twenty-fourth of December, 1775. 



DAS'lEI. noOXE. 

fXn UiP following Jfoly, how-ever, a much innre nlnriO"! 
g inddent o-cuiTeil. Oin; ff IiU daiigliiers. in com-f 
my witb a Miss CallnWiiy. were amusing theuiH^lvoa 
I llie imiiKwliiite neighburhoud of the loit, wlien a 
jaVj uf ludiuiis fluddenljr ruislie*] mit of a canebrake, 
|p(l, iDiercC])tiiig iheir rtlunt, tiit>k tliem prismiei-s. 

a screaiuB of t)ie ternRed girls quickly alanueil tli^ 
uuily. The small gai'rison was dispersed Id th^J 
rual oorajntioii^ ; but Booiie hastily collected a fmxT 
u-ty of eight lueu, and pursued the enemy. S<; m\vA 
U6, hunitrer, had been l<«t, [lint I he Intlinns 
'ran] miloa Uie Btart uf them. The pursuit wi 
biDUgli the iiighl witli greut kitime^s, by woodrni 
Uiule of fi'Uiiwing a tmil at all times, and 
Jllawing day ihey c;ime u|i with thein. 
^Tbe attai'lc wn§ ho i-uddeii aud furimis, that the 1 
I were drivtu I'roin iheir ground before they 1 
pBDre to tom.iliank thHr priMiner?, and the girls wer4 
wvcrcil withimt having stisiainthi any other injury 
Q ext««aive t'rijilil wnd falij^ue, Nuthing but a b«r- 
iiilliii'3 of this intercpling occurrcnco has been 
We know nittliingof the conduct of the Indiaiia 
i lii«ir cflptivi«, or of iho situation t>f theyoiuig ludiM 
Btiftig tbc xbort engagement, and can not venture t 
] U|i tlie iiiitlinr IVum imagination. The Indians log 
fo BH>H, whili? Bfjone'a parlv wa.* uninjured. 
ji'Fnun this tini« niilil rh« fiitVenth of April. 1777. tl^ 
irrWn wiu> inre^santly hnrtu«<'d by (lying parties c 
^disuti. While (ilowing iheir corn, they wire wn;, 
ud shot; while hnntitig, tliey ueru chiised and 
I u\>t/a; and e<>mctiniC4 u snlilary Indian would 
p Up near the fort, in the night, and lire upon the 
t of the garrison wlin n|)[K'ar<'d in the morning, 
_^(>y wrre in a constant sialic of aiisicty and alarm, 
Ind thn uiiMit ordinary dntii-s could only bu |>erfortuod 1 
i the rixk uf their lives. ' 

t Oh tlicBfVenth of April, the enemy appeared in lat_ 
rmbpra, hoping to er\\*\\ tlie infant ni-ltlcment at~i 
ieli» blow. BooneslKirough, Logan'H Fort, and Had 
ubiir^h, were attacked at onti and the ?ame liratf^ 
., destitute oa they wore of artillery, scaling ladders 
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and all the proper means of reducing fortified places, 
they could only dUtre^ss the men, alarm the women, 
and destroy the corn und cattle. Boonesborough sus- 
tained some loss, as did the other stations, but the en- 
emy being more exposed, suffered so severely as to 
retire with precipitation. 

No rest, however, was given to the unhappy garri- 
son. On the fourth of July following, they were again 
attacked by two humired warriors, and again repulsed 
the enemy with loss. The Indians reireated; but a few 
days afterward fell upon Logan's Station with great 
fury, having sent detachments to alarm the other sta- 
tions, so as to prevent the appearance of reinforcements 
to Logan's. Li this last attempt, they 'displayed great 
obstinacy, and as the garrison coiK-^isted only of filieen 
men, they were reduced to extremity. Not a moment 
could be allowed i'or sleep. Burning arrows were shot 
upon the roofs of the house-?, and the Indians often 
pressed bolilly up to the gvtes, and attempted to hew 
them down with their tomahawks. Fortunately, at this 
critical time, Colonel Bowman arrived from Virginia 
with one hundred men, well armed, and the savages 
precipitately withilrew, leavin;r the garri.^on almost 
exhausted with fati<iue, and i*ethicod to twelve men, 

A brief period of rep )se now followed, in which the 
settlers endeavored to repair the damages done to their 
farms. But a period of heavy trial to Boone and his 
family was approachinir. In Januar}% 1778, ac('om[>a- 
nied by thirty men, Boone went to the Blue Licks to 
make salt for the different stations; and on the seventh 
of February following, while out hunting, he i'ell in with 
one hundrel and two Indian warriors, on their march 
to attack Bo )nesl)oroui;h. He instantly fled, but l)eing 
upw^ards of fifty years old, was unable to contend with 
the fleet youu;i: »nen who pursued him, and was a second 
time taken pri>oner. As usual, he was treated with 
kindness until his final fate was determined, and was led 
back to the Licks, where his men were still encamped. 
Here his whole party, to the number of twenty-seven, 
surrendered themselves, upon promise of life and good 
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■atnwmt, both of which conditions were faitlifullj 
»rTed. 

Had tho lodiaus prosecuted their eulerprise, th(^_ 

■igbt perhaps, by sliowing tlicir jirisoners, aud threab- 

DJDg to put tiiem to the torture, hnve opcraled so far 

Vpou the sytn^mthies of the garrisons, iu to liave uIk 

' in«d considerable rosults. But iioihing of tlie kim 

a attempted. Tliey had already lieea unexpcctedll 

mccenful ; und it is tlieir custom, after good or had 

Itrtuno, tmmeUiatfily to return home and enjoy then 

riutnph, or lameul tbeir 111 Euccess. Boone and hlr* 

Mrty were conducted to the old inwn of Chillicothe, 

irhrre they rerouined until the following March. No 

(oumal was written during tbia [leriod, by either 

>ne or bia purly. Wo are only informed that bia 

piild and patient cqiianim'ty wrought powerfully upon 

Bie Indians; lh:il he was adopted into a family, and 

iniforinly ttcutrd with the utmost affection. One fact 

I given us, which f>!ic)WB bie acute observation, and 

tnowlolge <>f inankiiid. At the various shooting 

■iKtcbes \a which he wiis invited, he took care not to 

int ibcm fiM) otleii. He knew that do feeling is more 

inful than thnt of inferiority, and that the most ef- 

kctuol way of keeping them in a good humor with him, 

w to krep Ihem in a good humor wiih themselves. He, 

ftpjcforc, only shot well enough to make it an honor to 

. Mt him, and found himself a universal favorite. 

It 18 much to be regretted, that ranie of our wits and 

of botb sesi-a. could not burrow a little of the 

k^acity of Boone, and rcculiecl, thnt when they e 

089> the atlintiou of the company, and endeavor mo^ 

Khine, lh»t iiistcnd of liciug agreeable, in nine c 

hit of ten they are only hirrea. 

On the tenth of Rlaieh, 1778, Boone was conducted 

I Detroit, when Governor Hninillun himself, i 

1^100 for his ransom ; but ^o strnng was the nffeidon 

f the Indiana for their prisoner, that it was poeilivelv 

^fuseil. Several English gentlemen, touched with 

^mpatfay for his misfortunes, made pressing offers of 

joiipy and other articles, but Bi>one steadily refused 

} receive benefits which be could never return. The-. 



' 56 WESTERN ADVENTURE. 

offer was honorable to tbera, and the refusal was dl 
tated by rather too refined a spirit of in dependence 
Boone's anxietv, on account of his wife and child rei 
was incessant, and the more intolerable, as he dare 
not excite the suspicion of the Indians by any indict 
lion of a wish to rejoin them. 

Upon his return from Detroit, he observed that or 
hundred and ^hy warriors of various tribes had a 
sembled, paintccl and equipped, for an expcditio 
against Boonesborough. His anxiety at this sight b< 
came ungovernable, and he determined, at every risl 
I to effect his escape. During the \vlio!e of this agitatiii 

I period, however, he pormitted no symptoms of anxiet 

to escape him. lie hunted and shot with them, i 
; usual, until the morning of tiie sixteenth of June, whei 

taking an early start, he left Chillicothe, and directc 
his route to Boonesborough. The distance exctedr 
one hundred and sixty miles, but he performed it i 
four days, durin;^ which he ate only one meal. He a] 
peared before the frarri-^on like one ri-en from the <ieaj 
His wife, sui)j)Osing him killed, had transported he 
self, children, and property to her father's hou^o, i 
North Carolina ; hi-* men, suspecting no d.ingi'r, wei 
dispersed in their ordinary avocation-, and tne Wi«rl 
liad be^n permitted to go to waste. Not a moniei 
was to be lost The garrison worked day and nigl 
upon the fortifications. New gates, new flanks, an 
double ba-tions were soon complete*!. The cattle an 
horses were brought into the furt, ammuniiion prepare 
and every thing matle ready for the approach of t\ 
enemy within U*n <lays after his arrival. At this tin 
one of his companions in captivity arrived from Chill 
cothe, and announced that his e-'-ape lunl determine 
the Indians to <lelay the invasion for ihree we. k-t. 

Durini; this interval it was ascertained that nume 
ous spie-j were tniversing the woods and hoveriii 
around the station, donbtle-s for the purpose of ob^er 
ing and reporting the con(liti(m of the gnrri-on. The 
report con Id not have b.en favorable. The alarm ha 
spread very generally, and all were upon the aler 
The attack was delayed so long that Boone began 1 
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Btippoct that they had been discouraged by the report 
of the spies ; and he dttermmed to invade them. Se- 
lecting^ nineteen men from his garrison, lie put himself 
at their head, and marched with equal silence and ce- 
lerity against the town of Paint Creek, on the Scioto. 
He arrived, without discovery, within four miles of the 
town, and there encountered a party of thirty warriors 
on tlieir march to unite with the grand army in the 
expedition against Boonesborough. 

instantly attacking them with groat spirit, he com- 
pelled them to give way with some loss, and without 
any injury to himself. He then halted and sent two 
spies in advance to ascertain the condition of the vil- 
lage. In a few hours they returned with the intelli- 
gence that the town was evacuated. He instantly con- 
cluded that the grand army was upon its march against 
Boonesborough, whose situation, as well as his own, 
was exceedingly critical. Retracing his steps, he 
marched, day and night, hoping still to elude the 
enemy and reach Boonesborough before tliem. He 
soon fell in with their trail, and, making a circuit to 
avoid them, he passed their army on the sixth day of 
their march, and on the seventh reached Boonesbo- 
rough. 

On the eighth the enemy appeared in great force. 
There were nearly five hundred Indian warriors, armed 
and painted in their usual manner, and, what was siill 
more formidable, they were conducted by Canadian 
officers, well skilled in the usages of modern warfare. 
As soon as they were arrayed in front of the fort, the 
]Jriti»h colors were displayed, and an officer, with a 
flag, was sent to demand the surrender of the fort, with 
a promise of quarter and good treatment in case of 
compliance, and threatening *' the hatchet" in case of a 
storm. Boone requested two days for consideration, 
which, in deiiance of all experience and common sense, 
was granted. This interval, as usual, was employed in 
preparation for an obstinate resistance. The cattle 
were brought into the fort, the horses secured, and all 
things made ready against the commencement of hos- 
t'dities. 
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Boone then assembled the garrison, and represented 
to them the condition iu which they stood. They had 
not now to deal with Indians alone, but with British 
officers, skilled in the art of attacking fortified plaices, 
sufficiently numerous to direct^ but too few to redrain 
thnir savage allies. If they surrendered, their lives 
might, and probably would be saved ; but they would 
suffer much inconvenience, and mmi lose all their prop- 
erty. If they resisted and were overcome, the lile of 
every man, woman, and chihl would be sacrificed. The 
hour was now come in which they were to determine 
what was to be done. If they were incline^l to surren- 
der, he would announce it to the officer; if they were 
resolved to maintain the fort, he would i^hare their fate, 
whether in life or death. He had scarcely finished, 
when every man arose and, in a firm tone, announced 
his determination to defend the fort to the last. 

Boone tlien appeared at the gate of the fortress and 
communicate;! to Captain Duquesne the resolution of 
his m.Mi. Disap[>ointment and chagrin were strongly 
painted upon the fiice of the Canadian at this answer; 
but, ondcavorin^r to disgui??e his feelings, he declared 
that Governor Hamilton had ordered him not to injure 
the men if it couM be avoided, and that if nine of the 
principal inhabitants of the fort would come out into 
the plain and treat with them, they would instantly 
depart without further hostility. The insidious nature 
of this prop ).sal was evid int, for they could ccmverse 
very well trom where they then stood, and going out 
would only place the officers of the fort at the mercy 
of the savages, not to mention the absurdity of sup- 
posing that this army of warriors would ** treaty" but 
upon such terms as pleased them, and no terms were 
likely to do so short of a total abandonment of the 
coutitry. 

Notwithstanding these obvious objections, the word 
"treat" sounded so pleasantly in the ears of the be- 
sieged, that they agreed at once to the proposal; and 
Boone himself, attended by eight of his men, went out 
and mingled with the savages, who crowded around 
them in great numbers, and with countenances of deep 
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anxiety. The treaty then commenced, and was soon 
concluded. What the terms were, we are not informed, 
nor is it a matter of the least iinimrtance, as the 
whole was a stupid and shallow artifice. Thi^i was soon 
maile manifest. Duquesne, aftir many, very many 
pretty periods about the *' bi€)ifaisancs et humanite** 
which should accompany the warfare of civilized beings, 
at length informed Boone, that it was a custom with 
the Indians, upon the conclusion of a treaty with the 
whites, for two warriors to take hold of the hand of 
each white man. 

Boone thought this rather a singular custom, but 
there was no time to dispute about etiquette, particu- 
larly, as he could not l)e more in their power than he 
already was; so he signified his willingness to conform 
to the Indian mode of cementing friendship. Instantly, 
two warriors approached each white man, with the 
Word ** brother*' upon their lips, but a very different 
expression in their eyes, and grappling him with 
violence, attempted to bear him off. They probably 
(unless totally infatuated) expected such a consumma- 
tion, and all at the same moment sprung from their 
enemies and nin to the fort under a heavy fire, which 
fortunately only wounded one man. 

We look here in vain for the prudence and sagacity 
which usually distinguished Boone. Indeed, there 
seems to have been a contest between him and 
Duijuesne, as to which should display the greater 
quantum of shallowness. The plot it>eU* was unworthy 
of a child, and the execution bentath contempt. For 
aftt-r all this treachery, to permit his prisoner to 
escape I'mm the very midst of his warriors, who cer- 
tainly might have thrown themselves betwetii Boone 
and the fort, argues a poverty or timidity, on the 
part of Duquesne, truly despieable. 

The attaek in«^tantly commenced by a heavy fire 
against the picketing, and was returned with fatal 
accuracy by the garrison. The Indians quickly shel- 
tered themselves, and the action became more cautious 
and deliberate. Finding but little effect from tlie fire 
of his men, Duquesne next resorted to a more formid- 



60 WESTERN ADVENTURE. 

able mode of attack. The fort stood on the eonth 
bank of the river, within sixty yards of the water. 
CommeiK-iiig uiuler the bank, where their operations 
were concealed from the garri.son, they attempted to 
push a mine into the fort. Their olyect, however, was 
fortunately discovered by the quantity of fresh earth 
which they were coiupL'lled to throw into the river, 
and by which the water became muddy for some dis- 
tiince below. Boone, who had regained his usual 
sagacity, instantly cut a trench within the fort in such 
a m inner as to intersect tlie line of their approach, 
and thus frustrated their design. 

The enen»y exhaiisted all tiieir ordinary artifices of 
Indian warfare, but were steadily repulsed in every 
efibrt. Finding their nunihers daily thinneil by the 
deliberate but fatal tire of the garrison, and seeing no 
prosj)ect of final succes!^, they broke up on the ninth 
day of the sie<j^e, and returned honi-,*,. The loss of the 
girrison, was two m n killeil and f >ur wounded. On 
the part of the savai^es, thirty-siven were killel and 
many wounded, who, as u-ual, were all carried off. 
This was the la.<t sie^iC sustained by Boonoshorough. 
The country had increased so rapidly in nunil>ers, and 
80 majiv other stations lav between Boonesborouirh and 
the Ohio, that the savages could not reach it without 
leaving enemies in the rear. 

In tlie autumn of this year, Boone returned to 
North Carolina tor his wile and family, who, as 
already oh-erved, had snpposo.l him <lead. and returned 
to her father. Theie is a hint in ^Ir. Marshall's his- 
t>rv, that th.; family affair<, which dctainctl him in 
North Carolina, were of an unpleasant character, but 
no explanation is driven. 

In ih' sumnitr of 17.^0, ho returned to Kentucky 
with his faniiiv, and settled at Bo )nesl).)rou;;h. IL're 
he con:inued busily cniraged upon his farm until the 
sixth of OcfolKT, when, acconipanieil by his brother, 
he went to the Ij )\ver l>lue Licks, f .r the purp.'>se i)f 
providing hitn^t If with salt. Thi-^ .<p »t setMued fatal 
to Boone. \le\'^ he had once been taken prisoner by 
the Indians; and here he was destined, within two 



DANIEL BOONE. 61 

years, to lose his youngest son, and to witness the 
slaughter of many of his dearest frii-nds. His present 
visit was not free from calamity. Upon their return, 
they were encountered by a party of Indians, and his 
brother, who had accompanied him faithfully through 
many years of toil and danger, was killed and scalped 
before his eyes. 

Unable either to prevent or avenge his death, Boone 
was compelled to ny, and by his superior knowledge 
of the country contrivid to elude his pursuers. They 
f.»llo\\ed his trail, however, by the scent of a dog, that 
pressed him clo>ely, and prevented his concealing him- 
self. This was one of the must critical moments of 
his life, but his usual coolness and fortitude enabled 
him to meot it. He halted until the dog, baying 
loudly upon his trail, came within gunshot, when he 
deliberately turned and shot him dead. The thickness 
of the woods, and the approach of darkness, then 
enabled him to ellect his escape. 

During the following year, Booncsborough enjoyed 
uninterrupted tranquillity. The country had become 
com|>aratively thickly settled, and was studded with 
f »rtresses in every direction. Fre^^h emigrants with 
tht ir families were constantly arriving ; and many 
young unmarried women (who had heretofore been 
extremely scarce) had ventured to risk themselves in 
Kentucky. They could not have selected a siK)t where 
their merit wa«< more properly appreciated, and were 
disposed of very rapidly to the young hunters, most 
ot whom had hitherto, from necess'ty, remained bache- 
lors. Thriving settlements had been pushed beyond 
the Kentucky Kiver, and a number of houses had been 
built where Lexington now stands. 

The year 1781 passed away in perfect tranquillity, 
and. judging from appearances, nothing was more 
distant, than the terrible struggle which awaited them. 
But during the whole of this year, the Indians were 
meditating a desperate effort to crush the settlements 
at a single blow. They had become seriously alarmed 
at the tide of emigration which rolled over the country, 
and threatened to convert their favorite hunting ground 
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into one vast cluster of villages. The game had 
already been much dispersed, the settlers, origiuallj 
weak, and scattered over the south side of the Kentucky 
River, had now become numerous, and were rapidly 
extending to the Ohio. One vigorous and united effort 
might still crush their euemies, and regain for them- 
selves the undisputed possession of the western forests. 

A few renegade white men were mingled with them, 
and inflamed their wild passions, by dwelling upon the 
injuries which they had ever sustained at the hands of 
the whites, and of the necessity for instant and vigor- 
ous exertion, or of an eternal surrender of every hope 
either of redress or vengeance. Among these, the 
most remarkable was Simon Qirty, Runners were 
dbpatched to most of the north-western tribes, and all 
were exhorted to lay aside private jealousy, and unite 
in a common cause against these white intruders. In 
the meantime, the settlers were busily employed in 
opening farms, marrying and giving in marriage, 
totally ignorant of the storm which was gathering 
upon the Lakes. 

In the spring of 1782, after a long interval of re- 
pose, they were harassed by small parties, who preceded 
the main body, as the pattering and irre^^ular drops of 
rain are the precursors of the approaching st«»rm. In 
the month of May, a party of twenty -five Wyandotts 
secretly approached Estilfs Station, and cominitt^ 
shocking outrages in its vicinity. Entering a cabin 
which stood apart from the rest, thc»y seized a woman 
and her two daughters, who, having 1k*( n violated with 
circumstances of savage barbarity, were tomahawked 
and scalped. Their bodies, yet warm and bleeding, 
were found upon the floor of the cabin. The neigh- 
borhood was instantly alarmed. Captain R«till speed- 
ily collected a body of twenty-five men, and pursued 
their trail with great rapidity. He came up with them 
on Hinkston Fork of Licking]:, immediatolv after thev 
had crossed it, and a most severe and desperate con- 
flict ensued. 

The Indians, at first, appeared daunted and began to 
fly, but their chief, who was badly wounded by the first 
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fire, was heard in a loud voice, ordering them to stand 
and return the tire, which was instantly obeyed. The 
creek ran between the two parties, and prevented a 
charge on either side, without the certainty of great 
loss. The parties, therefore, consisting of precisely th'e 
sjime number, formed an irregular line, within fifty 
yards of each other, and sheltering thtmselves behind 
trefej or log-s, they fired with delibvraiion, as an object 
presented itself. The only maneuver which the nature 
of the ground permitted, was to extend their lines in 
such a manner as to uncover the flank of the enemy, 
and even this was extremely dangerous, as every motion 
exposed them to a close and deadly fire. 

The action, therefore, was chiefly stationary, neither 
party advancing or retreating, and every individual 
acting for himself. It had already lasted more than 
an hour, without advantage on either side, or any pros- 
pect of its termiuation. Captain Estill liad lost one- 
third of his men, and had inflicted about an eqnal loss 
upon his enemies, who still boldly maintained their 
ground, and returned his fire with eqnal spirit. To 
have persevered in the Indian mode of fighting, would 
have exposed his party to certain death, one by one, 
unless ail the Indians should be killed first, who, how- 
ever, had at least an equal chance with himself. Even 
victory, bought at such a price, would have afforded 
but a melancholy triumph ; yet it was impossible to 
retreat or advance without exposing his men to the 
greatest danger. 

After coolly revolving these reflections in his mind, 
and observing that the enemy exhibited no symptoms 
of diijcouragement, Captain Estill determined to detach 
a party of six men, under Lieutenant MiJler, with 
orders to cross the creek above, and take the Indians 
in flank, while he maintained his ground, ready to co- 
operate, as circumstances might require. But he had 
to deal with an enemjr equally bold and sagacious. The 
Indian chief was quickly aware of the division of the 
force opposed to him, from the slackening of the fire in 
front; and readily conjecturing his object, he determined 
to frustrate it by crossing the creek with his whole 



64 WESTERN ADVENTURE. 

force, and overwhelming Estill, now weakened by the 
absence of Miller. 

The ma Denver was bold and masterly, and was exe- 
cuted with determined courage. Throwing themselves 
into the water, they fell upon Estill with the toma- 
hawk, and drove him before ihem with slaughter. 
Miller's party retreated with precipitation, and even 
lie under the reproach of deserting th<'ir friends, and 
absconding, instead of occn|)ying the designated ground. 
Otiiers contra* lilt this statement, and affirm that Miller 
punctually executed \n<> orders, crossed the creek, and 
falling in with the enemy, was compelled to retire with 
loss. We think it |)robable, that the Indians rushed 
upon Estill, as above mentioned, and having defeated 
him, recrossed the creek ami attacked Miller, thus cut- 
tin>( up their enemy in dttuil. 

EstilTs party tin<ling themselves furiously charged, 
and receiving no assistance from Miller, who was prob- 
ahlv at that time on the other side of the creek, in the 
execution of his orders, would naturally consider them- 
selves deserted ; and when a clamor of that kind is once 
raised aguin-t a man (particularly in a defeat), the 
voice of rea-on can no longer be heard. S<»me scjijhj- 
<ro:it is alwavs necessarv. The broken i*emains of the 
detachment returned to the station, and fille<l the coun- 
try with consternation and alarm, greatly dispropor- 
tioned to the extent of the loss. The brave Esiill, 
with eiirht of his men, had fallen, and four more were 
wounded, more than half of their original numher. 

This, notwithstan ling the smallness of the numbers, 
is a Very remarkable action, and, perhaps, more honor- 
able to the Indians than any other one on record. The 
numbers, the arms, the courage, and the po-ition of 
the ])arties, were cfjual. Both were composed of g<x>d 
mark-men, and skilll'nl woodsmen. There was no sur- 
prise, no panic, nor any |)articnlar accident, according 
to the mo-it probable account, which deeided the action. 
A delicate maneuver on the part of Estill gave an ad- 
vantage, which was promptly seized bv the Indian chief, 
and a bold and masterlv movement deeided the fatt^ of 
the day. The great battlci of Au>terlitz and Wagrani 
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exhibit the same error on the part of one commander, 
ami I he same decisive and successful step on the part 
of the other. 

Tlie Arcli-Duke Charles extended his line to take the 
French in flank, and thereby weakened his center, 
which \\as instantly broken by a rapid charge of the 
whfde French armv. No movement seems more deli- 
cate and dangerous than tiiat of Estill, and the first 
great check whicli Bonaparte recfivc(i (tl)at of Evlau) 
was chiefly occasioned by weakening \\i^ front in order 
to :issail the enemy in rear. ltrequire>^, however, great 
boldness and jiromptitude in the opposite hadcT, to take 
advantage of it. A cautions and wary leader will be 
apt to let the golden opportnnity pass away, until the 
detachment has reached his flank, and it is then too 
late. The English military critics ctnsure our Wash- 
ington for hesitation of this kind at Brandvwine. They 
say, thatVhen the detachment of Corn wal lis was absent 
on irs march to take the Americans in flank, Washing- 
ton should have crossed with his whole force, and have 
fallen upon Kniphauscn. Lee says, that such a ma- 
neuver was contemplated, but was prevented by false 
intelligence. 

The news of E.-tilTs disaster vas quickly succeeded 
by another, ^scarcely less stiirtlini^ to the alarmed set- 
tlors. Captain Holder, at the head of .seventeen men, 
pursued a party of Indians who had taken two boys 
from the neighborhood of Hoy's Station. He overtook 
them afiCr a rapid pursuit, and in the severe action 
which ensued, was ropuli^ed with the loss of more than 
half hi"* party. The tide of success seemed con)pletely 
turned in favor of the Indians. They traversed the 
W(»oils in every direction, sometimes singly, sometimes 
in small parties, and kept the settlers in constant alarm. 

At length, early in August, the grand efl()rt was 
made. The allied Indian army, composed of detach- 
ments from nearly all the North-western tribes, and 
amounting to nearly six hundred men, commenced 
their march from Chillicothe, under the commaiul of 
their re.-pective chiefs, aided and influenced by Girty, 
^IcKee, and other renegade white men. With a se- 
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crecy and celerity peculiar to themselves, they advanced 
through the woods without giving the slightest indica- 
tions of their approach ; and on the night of the four^ 
teenth of August, they appeared before Bryant's Station, 
as suddenly as if they had risen from the earth, and 8ur« 
rounding it on all sides, calmly awaited the approach of 
daylight, holding themselves in readiness to rush in upon 
the inhabitants the moment that the gates were opened 
in the morning. The supreme influence of fortune in 
war was never more strikingly displayed. 

The garrison had determined to march at daylight on 
the following morning, to the assistance of Hoy's Sta- 
tion, from which a messenger had arrived the evenine 
before, with the intelligence of Holder's defeat Had 
the Indians arrived only a few hours later, they would 
have found the fort occupied only by old men, women 
and children, who could -not have resisted their attack 
for a moment. As it was, they found the garrison as- 
sembled and under arms, most of them busily engaged 
throughout the whole night in preparing for an early 
march on the following morning. The Indians could 
distinctly hear the bustle of preparation, and see lights 
glancing from block-houses and cabins during the night, 
which must have led them to suspect that their ap- 
proach had been discovered. All continued tranquil 
during the night, and Girty silently concerted the plan 
of attiick. 

The f(»rt, consisting of about forty cabins placed in 
parallel lines, stands upon a gt ntle rise on tiie southern 
bank of the Elkhorn, a few paces to the right of the 
road from Maysville to Lexington. The garrison was 
sup[)lied with water from a spring: at some distance 
fr4)in the fort on its nortb-westrn side; a great error, 
common to nio:jt of the stations, which, in a close and 
lonj-continued siege, must have suffered dreadfully for 
want of water. 

The great boJy of Indians ]4ace'l thems Ives in am- 
bush within half rilie sbotcf tiie sprin«_', while one hun- 
dred sel'Ct men were placid near the spot where the 
road now runs after passing the creek, with orders to 
open a brisk fire and show themselves to the garrison 
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on that side, for the purpose of drawing them out, while 
the maiu body held tliemselves iu readiness to rush upon 
the opposite gate ot* the fort, hew it down with their 
tomahawks, and force their way into the midst of the 
cabins. At dawn of day, the giirriifon paraded under 
arms, and were preparing to open their gates and march 
off as already mentioned, when they were alarmed by a 
furious dis^charge of rifles, accompanied with yells and 
screan)s, which struck terror to the hearts of the women 
and children, and startled even the men. 

All ran hastily to the picketing, and beheld a Fmall 
party of Indians, exposed to open view, firing, yelling, 
and making the most furious gestures. The appearunce 
was so singular, and so different from their usual man- 
ner of fighting, that some of the more wary and expe- 
rienced of the garrison ini^tantly pronounced it a decoy 
party, and restrained the young men from rallying out 
and attacking them, as some of them were strongly dis- 
posed to do. The opposite side of the fort was instantly 
manned, and several breaches in the picketing rapidly 
repaired. Their gnatcst distress arose from the pros- 
pect of suffering for water. The more exj)er:enced of 
the garrison felt satisfied that a poweriul party was in 
ambuscade near the spring, but at the same time they 
supposed that the Indians would not unmask themselves 
until the firing upon the opposite side of the fort was 
returnetl with such w*armth, as to induce the beliel that 
the feint had succee<led. 

Acting upon this impression, and yielding to the ur- 
gent necessity of the case, they summoned all the 
women, without exception, and explaining to them the 
circumstances in which they were placed, and the im- 
probability that any injury would be offered them, until 
the firing had been returned from the opposite side of 
the fort, they urged them to go in a lK)dy to the spring, 
and each to bring up a bucket full of water. Some of 
the ladies, a'< was natural, had no relish f«)r the under- 
taking, and asked why the men could not bring water 
as well as themselves? observing that they were not 
bullet-proof, and that the Indians made no distinction 
between male and female scalps ! 
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To this it was answered, ihut women were in the habit 
of brimming water every morning to the fort, and tijat 
if the Indians saw them engaged a:* usual, it would in- 
duce them to believe that their ambuscade was undid-. 
(•0V(Ted, and that they would not unmask themselv(?s 
for the sake of firing at a few women, when they hoped, 
by remaining concealed a i'ew moments longer, to ob- 
tain complete p>s3ession of the fort. That if men 
shonld go down to tlie spring, the Indians would im- 
mediately suspe.'t that something wa^ wrong, would de- 
sp lir of succeeding by ambuscade, and would instantly 
rush upon them, follow them into the fort, or shoot 
them down at the spring. The decisicm was soon over. 

A few of the boldest declared their readiness to brave 
the danger, and the youngtT and more timid rallying 
in the nar of the<e veteran'*, th(»y all marched down in 
a body to the spring, within point-blank sh«»t of more 
than iivo hnndred Indian warriors! Some of the girls 
could not help betraying symptoms of terror, but the 
married women, in g.neral, moved with a steadiness 
and comp »sure which completely deceived the Iniliana. 
Not a shot wa-i fired. The party were permitted to fill 
their buckets, cmc; after another, without interruption, 
and althongh their steps became quicker and (juuker, 
on their return, and, when near the gate of the fort, 
degenerated itito a ratiuT iinmilitarv cehritv, attended 
with some little crowding in passing the gate, yet not 
more than one-fifth of the water was spilled, and the 
eyes of the youngest had not dilated to more than 
double their ordinarv size. 

Being now am}dy supplied with water, they sent out 
thirteen young men to attiick the decoy party, with or- 
ders to fire wih great rapidity and make its much noiso 
as po-isible, but not to pursue the enemy too far, while 
the rest of the garrison took post on the opi)osite side 
of the fort, cocked their guns, and stood in readiness to 
receive the ambuscade as soon as it was unmarked. 
The firing of the light parties on the Lexington road 
was soon heard, and quickly became sharp and serious, 
gradually becoming more distant from the fort. In- 
stantly Girty sprung up at the head of his five hundred 
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warriors, and rushed rapidly upon the western gate, 
ready to ibrce his way over the uiidelendcd pa'isadcs. 
Into this immense mass of dusky bodies the garrison 
poured several rapid volleys of rifle balls, with destruc- 
tive effect. Their consternation may be imagined. 
With wild cries they dispersed on the right and left, 
and in two minutes not an Indian was to be sten. At 
the same time, the party who had sallied out on the 
Lexington road came running into the fort at the oppo- 
site gate, in liigh spirit^, and laughing heartily at the 
success of their maneuver. 

A regular attack, in the u.*ual manner, then com- 
menced, witliout much effect on either side, until two 
o'clock in the afternoon, w hen a new scene presented it- 
self. Upon the first appearance of the Indians in the 
morning, two of the garrison, Tomlinson and Boll, had 
been mounted upon fleet horses, and fcnt at full spetd 
to Lexington, announcing the arrival of the Indians and 
demanding reinforcements. Upon their arrival, a little 
after sunrise, they found the town occupie<l only by wo- 
men and children and a few old men, the rest having 
marched, at the intelligence of Holder's delcat, to the 
general reinlezvous at Hoy's Station. The two couriers 
instantly followed at a gallop, and overtaking them on 
the road, informed thtm of the danger to which Lex- 
ington was exposed during their absence. 

The whole party, amounting to sixteen horsemen and 
more than <louble that number on fnot, with some addi- 
tional volunteers from Boone's Station, instantly coun- 
termarched, an<l repaired with all possible expe<lition to 
Bryant's Station. They were entirely ignorant of the 
overwhelming numbers opposed to them, or thry would 
have proceeded with more cauticm. Tondinson had oidy 
inf»rined them that the station was surrounded, l)eing 
himself ignorant of the numbers of the enemy. By 
great exertions, horse and foot appeared before Bryant's 
at two in the afternoon, and pressed forward with pre- 
cipitate gallantry to throw themselves into the fort. The 
Indians, however, had been aware of the departure of 
the two couriers, who had, in fact, broken through their 
line in order to give the alarm, and, expecting the ar- 
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rival of reinforcements, had taken measures to meet 
them. ^ 

To the left of the long and narrow lane, where the 
Maysville and Lexington road now runs, there were 
more than one hundred acres of green standing corn. 
The usual road from Lexington to Bryant's ran parallel 
to the fence of this field, and only a few feet distant from 
it. On the opposite side of the road was a thick wood. 
Here more than three hundred Indians lay in amhnsh, 
within pistol shot of the road, awaiting the approach of 
the party. The horsemen came in view at a time when 
the firing had ceased and every thing was quiet. See- 
ing no enemy, and hearing no noise, they entered the 
lane at a gallop, and were instantly saluted with a 
shower of rifle balls from each side, at the distance of 
ten paces. 

At the first shot the whole party set spurs, to their 
horc^es, and rode at full speed through a rolling fire from 
either side, which continued for several hundred yards, 
but, owing partly to the furious rate at which they rode, 
partly to the clouds of dust raised by the horses' feet, 
tiiey all entered the fort unhurt. The men on foot were 
less fortunate. They were advancing through the corn- 
field, and might have reached the fort in safety but for 
their eajjerness to succor their friends. Without re- 
flecting that, from the weight and extent of the fire, the 
enemy musl have been ten times their number, they ran 
up, with inconsiderate courage, to the spot where the 
firing was heard, and there found themselves cut off 
from the fort and within pistol shot of more than three 
hundred savages. 

Fortunately, the Indian guns had just been dis- 
charged, and they had not yet had leisure to reload. 
At the sight of this brave body of footmen, however, 
they raised a hideous yell, and rushed upon them, toma- 
hawk in hand. Nothing but the high corn and their 
loaded rifles could have saved them from destruction. 
The Indians were cautious in rushing upon a loaded rifle 
with only a tomahawk, and, when they halted to load 
their pieces, the Kentuckians ran with great rapidity, 
turning and dodging through the corn in every direc- 
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I tiDD. 8nme enttred the wnnd nnd pscapeil tlirough tbe 
k thickets ufL-aDi.', snuiu wei-e aljoi. iluwii ijj the com-tielil, 
1 H running figli'i halting occasion ully 
L behind trees and kecjiing Uie euettiy at bay uilli thfir 
L riflt:^; tor, or all men, tlie Iiidiutis are geoerally the 
b tunst cautioiiB in exmiaiug tlit^i use Ives to diiiiger. A 
E| stout, HulivR youug ft^ilow, was so hnrd pressed by Girly 

■ Knd several suvages, that he Was cuinjtelled to dUchnrfie 
r his rifle (liuWt^ver unwilling, having uo time to reload 

ft), and Girty lell. 

It hiip|ifni-d, hmvcrer, tliat a piece of thick sole- 

Irathtr was in hia sliut-jU'Uch at tiie tiinc, whiih receivi-d 

tile hall utid pr<-Berved hia life, altlioiij^h llie force ol tl>o 

blow felled him to the ^loimd. The eavugts hulled 

I upon his fall, iind the yimng man fBi-iipcd. Alilimigh 

I the skirmiflh and the race lacti-d fur mure tliau iiii hour, 

' during which llie corn-tii-ld preseniwl a BWne of tnrmuil 

and bustle 'whiili can scarcely he conwived. yet wry 

few liven wew lost. Only six iil' the while miii were 

killed and wounded, and proliahly Btill fiwer of ilie 

enemy, as the whitea never fired until Hhsolutely neces- 

I eary, but reserveil their loads as a check npoii the 

L puemy. Hnd the ludiaiui pursued them to Lexington, 

I tliey might have poeses^ed themselves of it wlthimt le- 

Leiiitaiict-, as there was no force there to i>])iiose ihem ; but, 

lafler following the fugitives fur a ft-w linndied yards, 

rthey returned to the hopelesM siege of the foi t. 

K It was now near sun^t, and the fire on both rides had 

Itlaekeneil. The Indiana had beiume discouniged. 

KTheir lints in the morning had been heavy, and Ihe 

Boouutry woa evidently aiming: and wonid soon he upon 

Vih'-m. They had made no impression Ujion the fml, and 

■ wUlinut artillery could h<i|>e to make none. Tlie chiofs 
Upoke xf raising the siege and decamping, but Girty dc- 

■ tnrmitted, since his aims had Imbu unavading, to Iry tho 
IciEency of negoiialion. Kear one of the bastions ihcre 
I was a large ^turap, to which he crept on his hands and 
Ikiiei-s. und from which he hniled the garrison. 

I He highly commended their courage, hut assured 
fttlieni ili:it further resistance wouM he madness, as ho 

■ bad nix hundreil warriors with him, and was in hourly. J 



72 WESTERN ADVENTURE. 

expectation of reinforcements with artillery, wh»ch would 
instantly blow their cabins into the air ; that if the fort 
was taken by storm, as it certainly would be when their 
cannon arrived, it would be impossible for him to save 
their lives, but, if they surrendered at once, he gave 
them his honor that not a hair of their heads should be 
injured. He told them his name, inquired whether 
they knew him, and assured them that they might 
satMy trust to his honor. 

The garrison listened in silence to his speech, and 
many of them looked verv blank at the mention of the 
artillery, as tho Indians had, on one occasion, brought 
cannon with them and destroyed two stations. But a 
young man by the name of Reynolds, highly distin- 
guished for courage, energy, and a frolicsome gayety of 
temper, perceiving the effect of Girty's speech, took upon 
hiin:<elf to reply to it. 

To Girty's inquiry, ** Whether the garrLrson knew 
him? " Reynolds replied, " Tliat he was very well known; 
that he liimself hud a worthless dog, to which he h:ul 
given the name of * Simon Giity,* in consequence of 
his striking n»semblancc to the man of that name; 
that if lie had either artillery or reinforcements, he 

might bring them up and be d d; that if either 

himself, or any of the naked rascal< with him, f 'Und 
tlieir way into the fort, they would disdain to use their 
guns against them, but wouhl drive them out again 
with switches, of wiiich they had collected a great 
number for that purpose alone ; and finally, he de- 
clared, that ihei) also expected reinfontements ; that 
the whole country was marching to their assistance; 
and that if Girtv and his gang of murderers remaimd 
twenty-four hours longer before the fort, their scalps 
would be found drying in the sun upon the roofs of 
their cabins." 

Girty took great offense at the tone and language of 
the young Kentuckian, and retired with an expression 
of sorrow for the inevitable de-tructiou which awaited 
them on the following morning. He fjuickly rejoined 
the chiefs; and instant preparations were made for 
raising the siege. The night passed away in uuinter- 
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nipted tranquillity, and at daylight in the morning 
the Indian camp was found desertinl. Fires were still 
burning briglitly, and several pieces of meat were left 
upon their roasting sticks, from which it was inferred 
that they had retreated a short time before daylight. 

Early in the day, reinforcements btgan to drop in, 
and by noou, one hundred and sixty-seven men were 
assembled at Bryant's Station. Colonel Daniel Boone, 
accompanied by his youngest son, head(d a strong 
party from Boonesborough ; Trigg brought up the 
force from the neighborhood of Harrodsbnrgh, and 
Todd commanded the militia around Lexington. 
Nearly a third of the whole number assembled, was 
composed of commissioned officers, who hurried from a 
distance to the scene of hostilities, and for the time 
took their station in the ranks. Of those under the 
rank of colonel, the most conspicuous were Majors 
Harland, McBride, McGary, and Levi Todd, and 
Captains Bulger and Gordon. Of the six last-named 
officers, nil fell in the subsequent battle, except Todd 
and McGary. Todd and Trigg, as stnior colonels, 
took the command, although their authority seems to 
have been in a great measure nonn'nal. That, however, 
was of less consequence, as a sense of common danger 
is often more binding than the strictest discipline. 

A tumultuous consultation, in which everv one seems 
to have had a voice, terminated in a unanimous res- 
olution to purjiue the enemy without delay. It was 
well known that General Logan had collected a strong 
force in Lincoln, and wouhl join them at farthest in 
twenty -four hours. It was di>tinctly understood that 
the enemy was at least double, and, according to Girty's 
account, more than treble their own numbers. It was 
seen that their trail was broad and obvious, and that 
even some indications of a tardiness and willingness to 
be pursued, had been observed by their scouts, who 
had been sent out to reconnoiter, and from which it 
might reasonably be inferred that they would halt on 
the way, at least march so leisurelv as to permit them 
to wait for the aid of Logan. Yet so keen was the 
ardor of officer and soldier, that all these obvious rea- 
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sons were overlooker!, and in the afternoon of the 
eighteenth of August, the line of march was taken up, 
anJ the pursuit urged with that precipitate courage 
whicli has so often been fatal to Kentuckians. Most 
of tiie offiv'ers and many of the privates were mounted. 

The Indians had followed the buffalo trace, and as 
if to render their trail still more evident, they had 
ch )ppe 1 many of the trees on each side of tlie road 
with their hatcliets. These strong indications of tardi- 
ness made some impression upon the. cool and calcu- 
lating; mind of Bione; but it was too late to advise 
retreat. They encamped that night in the woods, and 
on the following day reached the fatal boundary of 
their pursuit. At the Lower Blue Licks, for the first 
time since the pursuit commenced, they came within 
view of an enemv. As the miscellaneous crowd of 
horse and foot reached the southern bank of the Lick- 
ing, tlu»y saw a number of Indians ascending the 
rocky ridge on the other side. 

They halted upon the appearance of the Kentuck- 
ians, gazed at them for a f 'W moments in silence, and 
then calmly and leisurely disappeared over the top of 
the hill. A halt immediately ensued. A dozen or 
twenty offi -ers met in front of the ranks, and entered 
into cmsultation. The wild and lonely aspect of the 
country around them, their distance from any point of 
support, with the certainty of their being in the ffres- 
ence of a superior enemy, seems to have inspired a 
portion of seriousnoss, bordering upon awe. All eyes 
were now turned upon Boone, and Colonel Todd asked 
his opinion as to what should be done. The veteran 
woodsman, with his usual unmoved gravity, replied: 

"That their situation was critical and delicate; that 
the force opposed to them was undoubtedly numerous 
and ready for battle, as mitrht readily be seen from the 
leisurely retreat of the few Indians who had appeared 
upon the crest of the hill ; that he was well acquainted 
with the ground in tiie neighborhood of the Lick, and 
was apprehensive that an ambuscade \va3 formed at 
the distance of a mile in advance, where two ravines, 
one upon each side of the ridge, ran in such a manner 
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men were mingled with tliem in one rolling and irreg- 
ular mass. 

No order was given and none observed. They strug- 
gled through a deep forfl as well as ihey could, McGary 
still leading the van, closely followed by Majors Har- 
land and McBride. With the same rapidity they as- 
cended the ridge, which, by the trampling of buffalo 
foragers, had been stripped bare of all vegetation, with 
the exception of a few dwarfi.<h cedars, and which was 
rendered still more desolate in appearance by the. mul- 
titude of rocks, blackened by the sun, which were 
spread over its surface. Upon reaching the top of 
the ridge, they foUi)wed the buffalo trace with tlie same 
precipitate ardor ; Todd and Trigg in the rear ; Mc- 
Gary, Harland, McBride, and Boone in front. No 
scouts were sent in advance, none explored either flank ; 
officers and soldiers seeme.l alike dement eil by the con- 
tagious example of a single man, and all struggled for- 
ward, horse and foot, as if to outstrip each other in the 
advance. 

Suddenly, the van halted. They had reached the 
spot mentioned by Boone, where the two ravine:? head, 
on eiich side of the ridge. Here a body of Indian? pre- 
sented themselves, and attiickcd the van. ^IcGarv's 
party instantly returned the fire, but under great dis- 
advantage. They were upon a !)are and ojkmi ridge; 
the Indians in a bushy ravine. The center and rear, 
Ignorant of the ground, hurried up to the assi^tilnce of 
the van, but were soon ?topix)d by a terrible fire from 
the ravine which flanked them. They found tlu'mselves 
inclosed as if in the wings of a net, destitute of proper 
shelter, while the enemy were in a great measure cov- 
ered from their fire. Still, however, they maintained 
their ground. The action l)ecame warm and bloody. 
The parties gradually closed, the Indians emerge<l from 
the ravine, and the fire became mutually destructive. 
The officers suffered dreadfully. Todd and Trigg, in 
the rear ; Harland, ^IcBride, and young Boone, in 
front, were already killed. 

The Indians gradually extended their line, to turn 
the right of the Kentuckians, and cut off their retreat. 
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rtia was qwickly perceived by tlia weiplit of tlio fin 
tviii liiat qiianer, asil llie rear inEUmUy ft^ll back iit^ 
■ »(>rdor. and attemnled to ruali lliroiigh their only opea- ' 
J lu the river. The mtition quickly communicaiedj 
(elf to the van, and a hurried retreat became gencraL j 
frbe Indians histanlly sprung forward in pursiiir, and 1 
Ikltiitg upon them nitli their tomahawks, made a cruel .4 
" igiiter. From ihe battle-ground to the river, th»'] 
elude was lerriblc. The horsemen generally escaped, 
[ the foot, particularly the van, which had advanoad I 
irihest within tlie uingsot' the net, wcr? almost loiallr j 
Bstroycd. Colonel Bnone, afler wilnessing the dcatn 
r liis eon and many of his dearest friends, found liiiif i 
Bir almost enlirely surrounded at the very commencfr j 
loent of the retreat. I 

l Several hundred Indian? were Wween him and the 1 
I, to wliicli tlic gnat moss of [lie fugitives were ben^J 
; thrir flight, nnd lo whicli the uttenilon of the savi 
■a wa« priucipally directed. Being iiitimaiely acquainM 
with the gri)Ui)d, he, together with a tew friend^ 
iflhed into tlic ravine which the Indians hnd occupied," 
Wt which most of them had (low left to join in the nur- 
Aflcr su'-taming one <ir two heavy fire?, nnd oaf- 
ling one or two MunlF parties, who pursued him lor a 
■lort distance, he cri>s»ed the river lielow the ford, by 
iritnming, nnd onlrring the wood at a piint where 
here wan no pursuit, rclunn d by a circuitous route to 
Brynnt'a Station. In the mcuii time, the great ma-'B of ihe 
riftors and vnnqniihed crnwdeil ihe liinik of the ford. 

» great in ihe river. The ford waa 
rowded with horsrmcn nnd fool and Iinliiiiis, nil min- 
e>l together. Some were comj)plled to seek a passage. I 
>iVB by nvimming; some, who cmiid not swin 
rertsken and kille<i nt llie edge of the water. 

the name of Netherliiml, who hml formerly Iteeo i 
fongly suspected of connrdice, here displayed a e-ml- j 
JOS and pre-encc of mimt, eijunllv noble ami uner* 
Bcied. Being fimly mounlj^d, he had oiKstiipped that^ 
real mass <if fugitive", anil cTusse<l the river in gafety.71 
X doien or twKiiiy horitemcn accompanied hint, and.ll 
bsTing placed tlie river between them and the euemjr, T 
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showed a disposition to continue their flight, without 
reji:ard to the safety of their friends who were on foot, 
and .<till struggling with the current 

Netlierlaud instantly checked his horse, and in a loud 
voice called upon his compauions to halt, fire upon the 
Indians, and save those who were still in the stream. 
The party instantly oheyed ; and facing about, poured 
a close and fiit;d discharge of rifles upi)n the foremost 
of the pnrsu T.-t. The enemy instantly fell back from 
the opposite bunk, and gave time for the haratsed and 
miserable f«)otnien to cross in safety. The check, how- 
ever, wjis but momentary. Indians were seen crossing 
in great numbers ab >ve and below, and the flight again 
became general. Most of the foot lell the gi-eat butfalo 
track, and plunging into the thickets, escaped by a cir- 
cuit »us route to Hrvant's Station. 

But liltL* loss was sustained after crossing the river, 
altlioudi tlie pursuit was ur^j^ed keenly for twenty miles. 
From the batiK-ground to the ford, the loss was very 
he.ivy ; and at that sta;re of the retreat, there occurred 
a rare and striking instance of magnanimity, which it 
would be criminal to omit. The reader could not have 
forgottn Aaron Reynolds, who replieil with such rough 
i)ut rea ly hum >r to the pompous >ummons of Girty, at 
the siei^e of Brvant's. This vounij man, atler bearins: 
his share in the ac:ion with distinguisho<l gallantry, was 
gaUopiu'^ with several other h»rse:nen in ordv»r to r<»ach 
the ford. The great body of fugitives had prece<led 
them, and their situation was in the high^'st degree crit- 
ical and dangerous. 

About half way between the battle-ground and tho 
river, tlie ])arty overtook Capiain PatierMm, on foot, 
exhausted by the rapidity of tlie flight, an<i, in conse- 
quence of former wounds receiveil from the Indians, so 
infirm as to be unable to keep up with the main l>otly 
of the men on foot. The Indians were close Ix^hind 
him, and his fate seeme*! inevitable. Reynolds, upon 
Coming up with thi- bnive officer, instantly sprung from 
his hor-e, aided Patterson tt) mount into the saddle, and 
continued his own flij;ht on f<K)t. Being remarkably 
active and vigorous, he contrived to elude his pursuers, 



. \ 



^^Vand Itirr 
^^P river n« 
^H^ in mfety 



DAyiJ-Ji. nooyi:. 



I 



and Itirning off from tlie main i-oad, plunged into tho 
river near the spot where Booue had (grossed, and swam 
in wifely t<j tlie opposite side. Unfortunately, he wore 
a pnir of buukskin breeches, whicli hail become so heavy 
anil full of wftter as to prevent his exerting himself with 
hig asual activity; and wJiLIe etlting down for the pur- 
pose of pulliiig them off, Iir was overtaken by a parly 
of Indians, and made p^i!^o^er. 

A [irisoner is rarely put to death l>y the Indians, un- 
IcM wounded or inlinn, until they return to their own 
CDiiDlry ; and tlien Ins fate isdeciued in solemn council. 
I'oung Rpyiiolda, tberefori*, waa treated kindly, and 
oompolltyi to neoompany hia captors in the piireuiL A 
smal' ,jnrty of Ken tucklana soon allracied their atteniion ; 
■ ar,^ ewns Icll in charge of three Ind inns, who, eager" 
pursuit, in turn committed him to the charge of one > 
Ibeirnumberwliiletliejr followed their eompnnions. Ri 
SuIdH and iiia guard juggetl nhmg very leisurely ; 
Ctrtaer totally unarmed ; the latlor, with a tomahawk and 
fifle in his han<ls. Al length tlie Indian stopped to liehia 
tnoccnsin, when Reynnlda instantly sprung upon liim, 
knocked liim down wilh liia &it, nod quickly disap- 
peared in the thicket which eurrouiided them. Fur this 
net of generosity, Captain Patlerson afterword matla 
him a present of two hundred acr(« of first-rate land. 

Late in the evening of tlie same day, most of the 
survivors arrived at Brjanl's Statiim. The melancholy 
irit«lli^nce spread rapidly througlioul the country, and 
lud was covond with moumiiig. Sixty men 
hul l)een killed in the battle and flight, and seven had 
born Iflketi prisoners, part of whom were afterward put 
to d<»lh by the Indians, as was snid, to make tlieir lo^^s 
even. This account, however, appears very improba- 
ble. It is almost incredible tliat the Indiana should 
bave suffered on equal loss. Their superiority of num- 
bers, their advantage of prisition (being in a great meog- 
slieltered, while the Kentuckians, particularly tlia 
boisemen, were much eKposed), the extreme brevity of 
the battle, and the acknowledged bloodiness of the 

Iiursuit.oll tend to contradict the report that the Indiaa 
OSS exceeded ours. 
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We have no doubt that some of the prisoners were 
murdered after arriving at their towns, but can not be- 
lieve that the reason assigned for so ordinary a piece 
of barbarity was the true one. Still, the execution done 
by the Kentuckians, while the battle lasted, seems to 
liave been considerable, although far inferior to the loss 
which they themselves sustained. Todd and Trigg were 
a severe loss to their families, and to tlie country gener- 
ally. They were men of a rank in life 8U|)erior to the 
ordinary class of settlers, and generally esteemed for 
courage, probity, and intelligence. The death of Major 
Harland was deeply and universally regretted. A keen 
courage, united to a temper the most amiable, and an 
integrity the most incorruptible, had rendered him ex- 
tremely popular in the country. 

Together with his friend, McBride, he accompanied 
McGary in the van, and both fell in the commencement 
of the action. McGary, notwithstanding the extreme 
exposure of his station, as leader of the van, and con- 
sequently most deeply involved in the ranks of the ene- 
my, escaped without the slightest injury. This gentle- 
men will ever be remembered, as associated with the 
disaster of which he was the immediate, although not 
the original cause. He has always been represented as 
a man of fiery and daring courage, strongly tinctured 
with ferocity, and unsoftenedby any of the humane and 
gentle qualities which awaken afiection. In the hour 
of battle, his presence was invaluable; but in civil life, 
the ferocity of his temper rendered him an unpleasant 
companion. 

Several years after the battle of the Blue Licks, a 
gentleman of Kentucky, since dead, fell in company 
with McGary at one of the circuit court«^, and the con- 
versation soon tume<l upon the battle. McGary frankly 
acknowledged that he, himself, was the immediate cause 
of the loss of blood on that day, and, with great heat 
and energy, assigned his reasons for urginjron the battle. 
He said that, in the hurried council which was held at 
Bryant's on the eighteenth, he had strenuously urged 
Todd and Trigg to halt for twenty-four hours, assuring 
them, that with the aid of Logan they would be able 
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to follow them even to Chillicntlie, if necessnry. and 
that their nuinbcrf, Ihcn, nere loo vcuk to tncouiiler 
them rIoik^. He ofli-reil, he miid, to plei]ge hie bend, 
tlint the Iniliitiis would not return witli sui-h prFci|>iin- 
tioii OS was );U|>[K>9ed, but would aflbrd amplH lime to 
CT>llect mure lurce, and give them liatUe wiili b proepuul 
if ^iiwu-ss. 

He ailded, tlint Colonel Todd Bcotit«d his arguments, 
and declnrKl " thut if a siri};le day was lost, the In- 
dians would never be overtaken, but would cnt«8 the 
Ohio and dUperee; that now uas the lime to strike 
, while Ihej- were in a body ; that to tulk of their 
niirubetH was nonoetist — tlie more the merrier; ihnt for 
lii« purt he was deb^rniined to pursue without a mo- 
I mrtitV delav, and did not doubt that lliere were brnvo 
men enough on the ground, to enable him to attack 
I them with effect." Mt^Oary declared "that he felt 
, Mimewbat nettlcl at t)ie manner in which hie advice 
had been received. Thai lie thought Tmld and Trlfrg 
jcolouaof Lopin, who, as senior colonel, would he en- 
UtltMl III the commnud upon his arrival ; and that, in 
their cagernefH lo have ilie honor of the ^-ictory t 
themw.lvps, IhfV were rm^bly throwing tlicmfetves ii^ 
K omdilioii, which would endanger the gafeiy c 

(wuntry."^ 

" However, sir," enntiniied he, with an air of un- 
I amiable triumph, " when 1 xaw the gcntlimen eo keen 
for n fight, I gave way, and joined in ihe pursuit as 
viJIingly as any; but when we came in Right o' ' 
I enemy, and the gentlemen began to tiilk of ' iiumbeq 
[ 'pft-ition,' "IjOKan," and 'waiting,' I buret into a |^ 
— d tbem for a eelof cnwardti, who could i 
ba Hiw, until they were scared into it, and swore tM 
I •ince tbey had come fo far for a fight, thiy i-hould fight, 
or I would disgiai^ them forever! That when I spoke 
I of wailing for Logan on the day liefore. tbey had 
I BCoutcd tite idea, and hinted wmething about 'cour- 
age' — tliat now it would be shown who had courage, 

r who were d d cowards, that could talk big when 

le enemy was at a distance, but turned pale when 
anger was near. I Uiea daslicd into the rit 
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called upon all who were not cowards to follow 1 " The 
gentleman upon whose authority this is given, added 
that, even tiien, McGary spoke with bitterness of the 
deceased colonels, and swore that they had received just 
what they deserved, and that he for one was glad of it 
* Thijt the charge of McGary, in its full extent, was 
unjust, thei*e can be no doubt; at the same time, it is 
in accordance with the known principles of human na- 
ture, to suppose that the natural ardor of the oflScers, 
both young men, should be stimulated by the hope of 
gaining a victory, the honor of which would be given 
them as commanders. The number of the Indians was 
not distinctly known, and if their retreat had been or- 
dinarily precipitate, they would certainly have crossed 
the Oliio before Logan could have joined. But, leav- 
ing all the facts to speak for themselves, we will pro- 
ceed with our narrative. 

On the very day in which this rash and unfortunate 
battle was fought, Colonel Logan arrived at Bryant's 
Station, at the head of no less than four hundred and 
fifty men. He here learned that the little army iiad 
marched on the preceding day, without waiting for so 
strong, and necessary a reinforcement. Fearful of 
some such disitster as had actually occurred, he urged 
his march with the utmost diligence, still hoping to 
overtake them before tiiey could cross the Ohio; but, 
Avithin a few miles of the fort, he encountered the fore- 
most of the fugitives, whose jaded horses, and harassed 
looks, announced but too plainly the event of the battle. 

As usual with men after a defeat, they magnified the 
number of the enemy and the slaughter of their com- 
rades. None knew tlie actual extent of their loss. 
They could only be certain of their own escape, and 
could give no account of their companions. Fresh 
stra^'glers constantly came up, with the same mournful 
intelligence; so that Logan, after some hesitation, de- 
termined to return to Bryant's until all the survivors 
should come up. In the course of the evening, both 
horse and foot were re-assembled at Bryant's, and the 
Joss was distinctly ascertained. Although sufficiently 
severe, it was less than Logan had at fir^t apprehended. 
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Alt J huTing obtained all the informalioii wliiclt co\\\A he 
coll(^ci«d, ns to the strength And probable destination 
ol' lh« enemy, he determined to continue Ilia marcli to 
the bnttle-ground, ntth the hope that success woulii 
emboldeu the enemy, and induce them to remain until 
his arrival. 

On the second day he reaehed the field. The enemy 
were ^ue, but the bodt)^ of tiie Kentnekiana still lay 
unboned, on the spot where they had fallen. Immense 
fliii-lu of buzzards were Boaring over the bal tie-ground, 
snil Uie bodies of the dead had become so much swol- 
len aiid disfigured, that it was iinppssihle to rec^nize 
the features of tlie most pnrticular friends. Many 
ciir[>ses were floating nt-ar the shore of the northern 
bank, already putrid from the action of the eun, and 
partiidly eaten by fishes. The whole were carefully 
oJlectcd hy order of Colonel Lo^im, and interretl as 
de<^ntly asihe nature of the soil would permit. Using 
sntidfii-d that the Indians were by this time tar hcyonil 
bin reach, he then retraced his steps to Bryant's Station 
aud dismissed his men. 

As Wion as inlelligence of the battle of the Blue 
Licks reached Colonel George Koi;crs Clark, who then 
rcsidcHl at the Falls of Ohio, he determined to set on 
foot ftu espeditiiin against the Indian towns for ihu 
purpose both of avenging the loss of ihe battle, and 
rousing the spirit of the country, which had l)egun to 
Rink into the deepe-^t direction. He |iropose<l that one 
tl)ou»ind men should he raisid from all parts of Ken- 
lucky, and should rendezvous at Cincinnati, under 
the command of their respective officers, ivljere he en- 
gaged to meet tliem at the head of a part of ihe Illinois 
regiment, then under his command, together with one 
brosB field-piece, which was regarded by the Intlians 
with superstitious terror. The offer waj tinhraced with 
great alitcritv ; and instant meiisures were taken for the 
collection of a sufficii-nt number of volunteers. 

Tho wh^ile force "f the iTitcriur was atsendiled under 
the comm.ind of Colonel Lopan, and descending the 
Linking in hnuts, prejmred for the purpose, arrived 
■Hfdy at the designated point of union, wbore thej; 
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were joined by Clark with the volunteers and regalar 
detachment from below. No provision was made for 
the subsistence of the troops, and the sudden concai- 
tration of one thousand men and horses upon a single 
point, rendered it extremely difficult to procure tne 
necessary supplies. The woods abounded in game ; but 
tlie rapidity and secrecy of tlieir march, which was 
absolutely essential to the success of the expedition, 
did not allow them to disperse in search of it. They 
suffered greatly, therefore, from hunger as well as fa- 
tigue ; but all being accustomed to privations of every 
kind, they prosecuted their march with unabated rapid- 
ity, and appeared within a mile of one of their largest 
villages, without encountering a single Indian. 

Here, unfortunately, a straggler fell in with them, 
and instantly fled to the village, uttering the alarm 
whoop repeatedly in the shrillest and most startling 
tones. The troops pressed forward with great dis- 
patch, and entering their town, found it totally de- 
serted. The houses had evidently been abandoned only 
a few minutes before their arrival. Fires were burn- 
ing, meat was upon the roasting-sticks, and corn was 
still boiling in their kettles. The provisions were a 
most acceptable treat to the Kentuckians, who were 
well-nigh famished, but the escape of their enendes ex- 
cited direp and universal chagrin. 

After refreshing themselves, they engaged in the 
serious business of de:>troying the property of the 
tribes with unrelenting severity. Their villages were 
burnt, their corn cut up, and their whole country 
laid waste. During the whole of this severe, but nec- 
essary occupation, scarcely an Indian was to be seen. 
The alarm had spread universally, and every village 
was found de-erted. Occiisionally, a solitary Indian 
would crawl up within gunshot, and deliver his fire; 
and once a small party mounted upon superb horses, 
rode up with great audacity, within musket-shot, and 
took a leisurely survey of the whole army, but upon 
seeing a detachment preparing to attack them, they 
galloped off with a rapidity which baffled pursuit. 

Boone accompanied this expedition, but, as usual. 



DAXIEL BOONE. 

OiniU«<l every thing nhlcli relates fo himself. 
Ilirre Uie brief inciuiiir of Booue closes. It does not 
Bpp»ir lliBt he was uTterward engaged in any public 
KXjirHlUinu, or solitary adventure. He ctmtiuued a 
highly nvpeclable citizen of Kentucky for several 
intil the touiitiy became too thickly settled for 
■ taste. Aa retiuenitnt of niaunera advauced, and 
tiie general standard of tiitellig:ence bei'ame elevated 
by the constajit arrival of families of rank and influ- 
ence. Uie rough old woodemau found himself entirely 
out of his element. He could neither read nor write ; 
the all-engaeing subject of politic", ivhich soon bepan 
to agitate ihe country with great violence, was to him 
as a sealed book, or an unknown limguage; and for 
eeveml years he wandered among the living group, 
which thronged the lourt-jard or the churcliea, like a 
venerable relic of otlier days. He was among them, 
but not of them ! He pined in secret for the wild and 
Inoely forests of the west — fur the immense prairie, 
trodden only by the buffalo or the elk; and became 
' eager to exchange the liatle^ languor and security of 
I a village for the henltlifiil exercises of the chase, or the 
more thrilling excitement of savage warfare. 

In 1792, he dictated his brief and rather dry memoirB 
o some young gentleman who could write, and who has 
garnished it with a few flourishes of rhetoric, which 
I jHusod ofl" upon the old woodsman as a precious morsel 
I of eloquence. He was never more gratified than when 
ho could sit and hear it read to him by some one, who 
woo willing, at so small an expense, to ^ralXiy the harm- 
lesH vanity of the kind-hearted old pioneer. He would 
listen with great earneslnes.-, and occasionally rub his 
hands, smile, and ejaculate, "All true! every word 
true! — not a lie in itl" He shortly afterward left 
Kentucky and removed to Mi»i(iuri. Hunting waa 
111) daily amusement, and almoAt his only occupation. 
Until the day of his death (and he lived to an un- 
UKually advanced age), be was in the habit of remain- 
ing for days at a time in llie fon^t, at a distance from 
the aliodes of men, armed with a rifle, hatchet, knife, 
wul having flints and ateel to cuable him to kiudU A 
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fire and broil the wild game upon which he depended 
for subsistence. Wlicu too old to walk through the 
woodd, as was his custom when young, he would ride 
to a lick, and there lay in ambush all day for the sake 
of getting a shot at the herds of deer that were accus- 
tomed to visit the spot for the sake of the salt. We 
have heard that he die<l in the woods while laying in 
ainbu.sh near a lick, but have not at present the means 
of a.scertaiuing, with oert;iinty, the manner of his death. 
He has lefl behind him a name i^trongly written in 
the annals of Kentucky ; and a reputation for calm cour- 
ag«\ softened by humanity, conducted by ])nidence, and 
embellished by a singular modesty of deportment. His 
person was rough, robust, and iudicating strength rather 
than activity; his manner was cold, grave, and taciturn; 
his countenance, homely but kind; his converBation, 
unadornctl, unobtru^ve, and touching: only upon the 
** needful.*' He never spoke of himself, unless partien- 
larly questioned; but the Mritton account of his life 
was tlie Delilah of lii< iinngiiiation. The idea of *' see- 
ing]: his name in print," completely overcame the cold 
philosophy of his central manner, and he seemed to 
think it a masterpiece of compo.^ition. 

The following inci«lciit is gathered from *' Collins* Kentucky," 
pa^e 385 : 

One nmniinjr, in 1777, several mm in the fields near Boones- 
Ixirough ^Ye^c attaeked hy Indians, and ran tt)\varvl the fort. 
One was overtaken and tinuahawktHl within seventy yanJs of 
the fort, anil wliile ln'inLr sealptMi. Simon Kenton shot the war- 
rior d(>ad. Daniel Uoonc, with thirteen men, liastentMl to help 
his friends, hut they were inienrpted hy alar^v luxlyuf Indians, 
who ^rot lietvveen them anil the fort. At the fii"si tire from tho 
Imlians, seven whites were wuuntled. aneim: them the K^IIant 
}^)one. An Imlian spran;; iip-Mi him Willi nplii'ted tomahawk; 
hut Kenton, quick as a ti'^«.r, spnin? toward the Indian, dis- 
char^e«l Ins ;:un into hi-^ hreast. snatehed up the Ixnly of his 
nol.>le le.ider :nnl hore it SMfely into the forr. When the pate 
wnseUiscl si.»eun'Iy air;»irisi tlie Indiana, rMNin<v*:('ijt forKent<in: 
*'Well. .Simon." Nud t!ie jrrateiul old pioneer, "you have ho- 
lm vet 1 vourself like a man to-dav — indee«l. vou are a fine fel- 

• • • 

low." r»uone was a renuukably silent man, and this was great 
prai^ from him. 
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CHAPTER III. 

[imON KENTON waa bore in Fauquier Coun^, 
' Virginia, on llie fifteenth of May, 1755, the ever- 

il)le veur of Braddot'k'8 defeat. Of his early yenre 

IDlliiiig is knowu. His parents were \ioor. and, until 
'le age of sixteen , his days seem to have passed avttty 
ID the obscure aud laborious drudgery of a farm. He 
was never taught (o read or write ; and to this early 1 
Diligence, or inahili^ on tlie part of his purent^, is 4 
the poverty aud degolution of his old age in a great J 
measure to be attributed. At the age of gixleen, by I 
an unfortunate adventure, he wne hiuuched into littt'l 
with no other fortune than a stout heart and a rubust | 
set of limbs. It seems thai, young as he v-as, his heart J 
hod tiefliime entangled in the snarisof a young coquetts i 
in the neighborhood, who was grievously perplexed by j 
the necessity of choosing one husband out of r-~- 
lovers. 

Young Kenton itnd a riibuet farmer by the name of 1 
Leilehiiian seem to have been the most fuvored suitiir^ i 
and the young lady not being abb to dtcide upiiti llieir J 

In-jMHslivu merits, they took the matter tiito their ow 
Biitls; and, in cniisequence of fnul piny on tiit pni 
f Leilehman's friends, yuung Kenton was l<ea(eu uit 
rent severity. He submitted to his fate for the lim 
I filence, bat internally Vowed that, as i'ooii us he had I 
btainrd his full growth he would take ample vt-ngeiinc* fl 
poii his rival for thu dtrgraie which he hail su-itninedr ' 
I hi» hands. He waited patiently until the fnUowiiig 
tpring, when, finding himself six feet high, and full ot 
heulth aud action, he determined to delay the hour of 
relributioit no lunger. 

"ngly walked over to Leilchman*a bona 
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morning, and finding him busily engaged in carrying 
shingles from the woods to \m own house, he stopped 
him, t'lld him his object, and desired him to adjourn to 
a spot more convenient for the purpose. Leitchman, 
confident in hb superior a>;e and strength, was not 
backward in testifying his willingness to indulge him in 
so amiable a pastime, and, having reached a solitary 
spot iu the woods, they both strip|)ed and prepared for 
the encounter. The battle was fought with all the fury 
which mutual hate, jealousy, and herculean power on 
both sides could supply ; and after a severe round, in 
which considerable damage was done and received, 
Kenton was brought to the ground. 

Leitchman (as usual in Virginia) sprung upon him 
without the least scruple, and added the most bitter 
taunts to the kicks with which he saluted him from his 
head to his heels, reminding him of his former defeat, 
and rubbing salt into the raw wounds of jealousy by 
triumphant allusions to his own superiority both in love 
and war. During these active operations on the part 
of Leitchman, Kenton lay perfectly still, eyeing atten- 
tively a small bush which grew near them. It instantly 
occurred to him that if he could wind Leitchman's' hair 
(which was remarkably long) around this bush, he 
would be able to return those kicks which were now 
bestowed upon him in such profusion. The difficulty 
wa-^, to get his antagonist near enouji^h. 

This he at length efftfCted in the good old Virginia 
style, viz: by biting him en arrlere, and compelling him, 
by short springs, to approach the bush, much as a bul- 
l(x;k is goaded on to approach the fatal ring, where all 
his stru<^gles are useless. When near enough, Kenton 
su<ldenly exerted himself violently, and succeeded in 
wrapping the long hair of his rival around the sapling. 
He then sprung to his feet and inflicted a terrible 
revenge for ail his past injuries. In a few seconds, 
Leitchman was gasping apparently in the agonies of 
death. Kenton instantly fled, without even returning 
for an additional supply of clothing, and directed his 
steps westward. 

During the first day of his journey he traveled in 
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ntwh s^tetion. He supposed tlint Leilchman -was 

tuiit tli:il the hue aiid cry would iuEliuitly bo 

txstd iiller himself mi the inurdei-er. The coDetant 

i[iprvliensioii of a (fallows leut niiigs tu hi« flight, nnd 

i« scnri'dy ullutved himself n moment Jor refre^htnetit 

iiitil he hud reached the iieighborhfxid of the ^V^a^m 

fiprings, where the settlemeuLa were thin, nnd the irn- 

jnediate danger i<f pursuit ivus over. Here be ibrtu- 

Bsatrly fi^ll in with an exile from the tStiite of New 

rJer^CT, rif the name of Jiilnirnii, who was Inivelii 

exlward ou foot, uiid driving n single pnck-hon 

■11 with a few nect^Esaries, before htm. They 

ime at-quaiiilwl, related their adventures to 

•r, and agreed In travel together. 

'hey plunged boldly into tlie wihlemeas of 

lAllrghoiiy Miiuiitaiiis, and euhsisting iip<m wild game 

Istid a smiill quuntity of flour which Jobniion bad 

I brought with him. they made no halt until they arrived 

i a sntull eeitlenictit on t'iieal Itiver, one of the proti] 

f the Mouongnhelu. Here the two friends separnt 

od Ki-nii.n (who bail asMim.il the name of Bntb., 

^ttachrd himself to a small tonipany, heufied by Johl 

1 and Jacob Greiitliousf, who had united f<ir thi 

lurpore of exploring the country. They quickly built 

large iianoe. nnd descended the river as far as the 

Province's setllement. Thrre Ki-nlon became a<^ 

iitt«d with two young adviniurers, Yagei 
^trader, tlie former of whom had been taken by 
when a child, and had spent many years 
"■their village. 

He inTormed Kenton that there was a couutnr l>el( 

which the Indiiins called Kiin-luck-ee, which wi 

I^rfect Klysium; that tlie pnimid was not tmly .^ 

I ncbest, and the vigetation the mo»t luxuriant in the 

vorld, but that the immeuM herds of buflalo and 

k, which ranged at large through its forests, would 

apear incredible to one whn biul never witnesseil such 

tLjiei-'tHcle. H 
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was confident that he could conduct him to the same 
ground, if he was willing to venture. 

Kenton eagerly closed with the proposal, and an- 
nounced his readiness to accompany him immediately. 
A canoe was speedily procured, and the three young 
men committed themselves to the waters of the Ohio, 
in se^irch of the enchanted hunting-ground, which 
Yager had visited in his youth, while a captive among 
the Indians. Yager had no idea of its exact distance 
from Province's settlement. He recollected only tliat 
he had crossed the Oliio in order to reach it, and de- 
clared that, by sailing down the river for a few days, 
they would come to the spot where the Indians were 
accustomed to cross, and assured Kenton that there 
would be no difficulty in recognizing it, that its appear- 
ance was different from all the rest of the world, etc. 

Fired by Yager's glowing description of its beauty, 
and eager to reach this new El Dorado of the West, 
the young men rowed hard for several days, confi- 
dently expecting that every bend ot* the river would 
usher them into the land of promise. No such coun- 
try, however, appeared ; and at length Kenton and 
Strader became rather skeptical as to its exi.stence at 
all. They rallied Yager freely* upon the subject, who 
still declared positively that they would soon witness 
the confirmation of all that he had said. After de- 
scending, however, as low as the spot where Manches- 
ter now stands, and seeing nothing which resembled 
Yager's country, they held a council, in which it was 
determined to return, and survey the country more 
carefully; Yager still insisting that they must have 
piissCil it in the. night. They accordingly retraced thoir 
steps, and successively explored the land about 8a! t 
Lick, Little and Big Sandy, and Gnyandoite. At 
length, being totally wearied out in searching f(>r what 
had no existence, they turned their attention entirely 
to huntiuir and trapping, and spent nearly two years 
u|>on the Great Kenawha, in this airreeahle and prof- 
itable occupation. They obtained clothing in exchange 
for their furs from the tradei-s of Fort Pitt, and tlie 
forest supplied them abundantly with wild game for food. 



saio^f KB.\Toy. 

Flu March, 1773, while rcpoaing in their tent, i 
n labors i.f tlie liay. they wi-re tuiliieiily ultuukci] lijM 
t pnrty of Indians. Strailw was Itilleii ut ihe f 
' and Kenton and Yager with difficulty vHi-c 
r escape; being c(>nii>elleii Ui nliauUou llieir gum 
inkpt", and pri>vieii>iis, and commit tlieniselves 1 
a wildiTticss, witiioiit the nieana of slieltering tUeinfl 
lv»s frwm tl)o odd, pnwuring a nmrsel of tiiod, ai^ 
na kindling a fire. Tliey were tur reninrefl froiq 
h>r nhit« scttli'inent. and hud nn other [irocipect thtu 
\n of prri^hing by famine, or falling a Nierilice to i) 

Lif F'UC.Ii liiiliiirid AS might cliance tu intei then 
uing, huwtver, that it was never tuo late fod 
|«ii to lie ntU'rIy l"st, ihey determined to ttrikq 
hrough tiie ViOimI* Inr the Ohio Kiver, and take s ' 
Jrtutie a* it «tiniil(l (ilenso hiavcn to biPti'W. 
L Directing tlieir route by ihe barks of Ircos, tliej 
cvsnil furwnril in n straight direction for the Oiiiojjl 
1 during ihit two fir^t dap allayed tlie piercing pang^ 
If hunger by chewing trttch rootfi us tlicy rould find om 
Wr way. On ihe tliird.dny tiieir slrtngth began ' 
U], and tliu licen nppctit^^ which, at fir^t, liad C 
intly tnrtureil ibi'm, was euccreilrd by a naui«a, 
nnanied with ihixiuorti tuni n linking of the hei 
rdcnng on tlc*pnir. On the fourtli day, they ofti 
r«w themselves upon the ground, ilctcriuincd to await™ 
t apjimaeli of ili-alh; and ns nfien wcro ^limulaicd 
f the instinctive Jove of life to arise iind rcsnnie tlieir 
Wmty. On the iifth. tliey were comphttly exbanatwl, 
d Were able only to crnwl at hibrvuls. In this ninii^ 
r they travfled about a mile during tlie day, nndf 
iCfdexl, by Bunf«t, in reaching ilie bunks of tbo^ 
Here, to iheir inexprc^siWc joy, lln-y encouR') 
a [lariy of tradeif, from whom tlii'V obinined I 
mfortable ntipply of pMvi.-iims. 
J The traders were so miich. startletl ot the iilea of3 
ptinjc expOFcd to peril?, such as tliose which Kentoi^ 
'pd Yager had just e^ciiped, thitt tliey lost no time iin 
"bmonng from such a dangerous vicinity, and inauint!|] 
ttnnied to the Tuouth of the Little Kenaivlia 
(hey met with Dr, Briscoe at the head of auotliei 
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exploring party. From him, Kenton obtained a rifle 
and some ammunition, with which he again plunged 
alone into the forest, and hunted with success until the 
summer of 1773 was far advanced. Returning, then, 
to the Little Kenawha, he found a party of fourteen 
men under the direction of Dr. Wood and Hancock 
Lee, who were descending the Ohio with the view of 
joining Captain Bullitt, who was supposed to be at the 
month of the Scioto, with a large party. 

Kenton instantly joined them, and descended the 
river in canoes as far as the Three Islands, landing 
frequently and examining the country on each side of 
the river. At the Three Islands thev were alarmed by 
the approach of a large party of Indians, by whom 
they were compelled to abandon their canoes and strike 
diagonally through the wilderness for Greenbriar 
County, Va. They suffered much during this journey 
from fatigue and famine, and were compelled at one time 
(notwithstanding the danger of their situation) to halt 
for fourteen days and wait upon Dr. Wood, who had 
unfortunately been bitten by a copperhead snake, and 
rendered incapable of moving for that length of time. 
Upon reaching the settlements the part}' separated. 

Kenton, not wUhing to venture to Virginia (having 
heard nothing of Lei tch man's recovery), built a canoe 
on the banks of the Monongahela, and returning to the 
mouth of the Great Keiuiwha, hunted with success 
until the spring of 1774, when a war broke out 
between the Indian tribes and the colonies, occasioned, 
in a great measure, by the murder of the celebrated 
chief Logan's family, by Captain Cresap. Kenton 
was not in the great battle near the mouth of the Ke- 
nawha, but acted as a spy throughout the whole of the 
Ciinipaign, in the course of which he traversed the 
country around Fort Pitt, and a large portion of the 
present State of Ohio. 

When Dunmore's forces were disbanded, Kenton, in 
company with two others, determined on making a 
second effort to discover the rich lands bordering on the 
Ohio, of which Yager had spoken. Having built a 
canoe, and provided themselves abundantly with am- 
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ittioii, they desnended Uie river as far as the mouth 
Big ISone Creek. u|h)1] wliich lUe celelirated Lick 
that name is eituated. Tliey there disembarked, 

explored the country for iteveral days ; but n 
Liing the land equal to their eipectatiiinB. they i 
ended ihe river as far as the nioutli of Cabin Creek,a 
few luiles above Mnysville, ■ 

From this point, they set out with a determination 
I examine the country carefully, until they could find^, 
land answering, in some degree, to Yager's de^-oription. 
' ft short time, they reached the neighhorhnod of 
[ay's Lick, and for the tirc^t time were struck wilh 
uncommon beauty of the country and fertility of 
soil. Here (hey fell in with the prcat buHiilo 
trace, which, in a few hours, brought them to the 
Low«r Blue Lick. The fluts upon ejich side of the 
river were crowded with immense herds of huflhlo, 
it had come down from the interior lor ihe sake of 
salt; and u number of i;lk were seen upon the luireJ 
hich eurrouiid'd ihe springs. Their greatV 
;l was now at'hieved. They had discovered aW 
htry far more rich than any which ihcy had yet ' 
id, and wht-re the game seemed as abundant as 
j^rass of the pinin. 
Xfter remaining a few days at the Lick, and killins 
immeiMe numl>er of deer and buffiiio, tliej' crowsed 
Licking, and pnssed through the present counties 
Bcott, Fayette. Woodfurd, Chirke, Montgomiry, 
Bath; when, falling in wiih another bufTido 
it conducted them to the Upper Blue Lick, 
lere tliey again beheld elk aud buffalo in immem^ 
imbers. Highly gratified at the success of their 

ililion, they quickly refumed to their canoe, and , 
mded the river as far as Green Bottom, where 
ly hftd left their ekius, some ammunition, and s 
M, which they had procured at Kenawha widi thw' 
iw of cultivating the rich ground which they ex-l 
Bt«d to find. 

Rt'turning a^ quickly as possible, ihey built a cabis. 
tb« snot where the tiiwn of Washington now standiC 
— ig cleared an aire of grotiud in the center o 
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a large canebrake, they planted it with Indian com. 
Strolling about the country in various directions, they 
one day fell in with two white men near the Lower Blue 
Lick, who had lost their guns, blankets, and ammuni- 
tion, and were much distressed for provisions and the 
means of extricating themselves from the wilderness. 
They informed them that their names were Fitzpatrick 
and Hendricks; that, in descending the Ohio, their 
canoe had been overset by a sudden squall, and that 
they were compelled to swim ashore, without being able 
to save any thing from the wreck ; that they had wan- 
dered thus far through the woods, in the effort to pene- 
trate through the country to the settlements above, but 
must infallibly perish unless they could be furnished 
with guns and ammunition. 

Kenton informed them of the small settlement which 
he had 0|>ened at Washington, and invited them to join 
him and share such fortune as Providence might bestow. 
Hendricks consented to remain; but Fitzpatrick, being 
heartily sick of the woods, insisted upon returning to 
the Monongahela. Kenton and his two friends ac- 
companied Fitzpatrick to "the point," as it was then 
called, being the spot where Maysville now stands, and, 
having given him a gun, etc., assisted him in crossing 
the river, and took leave of him on the other side. 

In the meantime, Hendricks had been left at the Blue 
Lick, without a gun, but with a good supply of provis- 
ions, until the party could return from the river. As 
soon as Fitzpatrick had gone, Kenton and his two friends 
hastened to return to the Lick, not doubting for a mo- 
ment that they would find Hendricks in camp as they 
had left him. Upon arriving at the point where the 
tent had stood, however, tfiey were alarmed at finding 
it deserted, with evident marks of violence around it. 
Several bullet-holes were to be seen in the poles of 
which it was constructed, and various articles belong- 
ing to Hendricks were tossed about in too negligent a 
manner to warrant the belief that it had been done by 
him. 

At a little distance from the camp, in a low ravine, 
they observed a thick smoke, as if ixom a fire just be- 
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S'oninf (0 liiirn. Tliej" dM not dnulrt for a moment I 
at Henilrickahml lailwi iiitollii; humlBoftlie ImliaiUj J 
11(1, Iwlicviiig tlint a party of tlit-m uere tlieu osseii]' ' 
[1 the fire which was about to be kindled, they li 
them^ves to their heels, and fled fusler and fartbt 
inn true cliivalry, perhaps, vruuld justify. They i 
lainL-d at a distance unlil the eveniug of the next day', 
Wheu they ventured cautioudy to i-etum to camp. The 
fire was siill hiiriiing, although faintly ; and, af[«r care- 
^llr rfieiimiuiiering the adjac<'iit grotiud, they ventured 
at fe»};tli to approa^-h tlie S}Mit, and there beheld I 
■kutl and bones oftheir util'ortuiiato friend I 

He had evidctitly been roastt'd lo deiith by a party 4 
Indinns, and iiiU't have heen alive at the 
Kenton and his tyimpaniuna approaclied on the precet 
ing day. It was a Eubjei-t of d> ep regret to tlie party 
that tlicy had nut recoiiunitered ihe t>[iot more closely, as 
It was probable that tlieir frJeud mi^dit have been r 
'Cued. The uunibcr of [ndticris ini^dit have been s 
*nd a brisk and unexpectt'il atliu'k might have dispers 
tiieni. Bejpvt, however, ivm now unuvailitjg; and lb 
■odly retraced their steps lo tlieir camp at Wa*hiiiglon^ 
Itonderiiig upon tiie uncertainly of their own condilion 
and uiion the danger lo which they were hiiurly es- 
jMsed from the nuraeroiw bundd of hostile Indians who 
were prowling around iheni in every direciion. 

They remained at Waj^hinglon, entirely iindirtnrbed, 

until the month of yeptember; when, ngnin visiting tho 

Liek, they saw a white man, who informed them that 

the interior of the country waa alraady occupied by the 

'hitw, and that there was a th rivingsettlement ai&tones- 

rungh. Highly gratified at this intelligence, and anx- 

39 once more to enjoy the society of men, they bi'oke 

ip their cneampment at Wa-hingtoii and visited the 

'-IKrent stations which had been formed in the country. 

Benton BUBtuined two sieges in Boonesborougli, and 

lerved as a spy. with eaual diligence and success, nut" 

the summer of 1778, when Boone, returning from c 

■liviiy, oa has alrendy been mentioned, concerted an 

icdition ngainat thesmiill Indian t«wn nn Puiiit CreeQ 

KeutoD acted an a spy on this cxpoditiuu ; and, a 
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crossing the Ohio, being some distance in advance of 
the rest, he was suddenly startled by hearing a loud 
laugh from an adjoining thicket, which he was just 
about to enter. Instantly halting, he took his station 
behind a tree, and waited anxiously for a repetition of 
the noise. In a few minutes, two Indians approached 
the spot where he lay, both mounted upon a small 
pony, and chatting and laughing in high ^ood humor. 
Having permitted them to approach within good rifle 
distance, he raised his gun, and, aiming at the breast 
of the foremost, pulled the trigger. Both Indians fell — 
one shot dead, the other severely wounded. 

Their frightened pony galloped back into the cane, 
giving the alarm to the rest of the party, who were 
some distance in the rear. Kenton instantly ran up to 
scalp the dead man and to tomahawk his wounded com- 
panion, according to the usual rule of western warfiire; 
but, when about to put an end to the strug:j:les of the 
wounded Indian, who did not seem disposed to submit 
very quietly to the operation, his attention was attracted 
by a rustling of the cane on his right, and, turning 
rapidly in that direction, he beheld two Indians within 
twenty steps of him, very deliberately taking aim at his 
person. A quick spring to one side, on his part, was 
instantly followed by the flash and report of their rifles; 
the balls whistled close to his ears, causing him invol- 
untarily to duck his head, but doing him no injury. 

Not liking so hot a neighborhood, and being igno- 
rant of the number which might yet be behind, he lost 
no time in regaining the shelter of the wood, leaving 
the dead Indian unscalped and the wounded man to the 
care of his friends. Scarcely had he treed, when a 
dozen Indians appeared on the edge of the eanebrake, 
and seemed disposed to press upon him with more vigor 
than was consistent with the safety of his present position. 
His fears, however, were instantly relieved by the ap- 
pearance of Boone and his party, who came running 
up as rapidly as a due regard to the shelter of their per- 
sons would permit, and, opening a brisk fire upon the 
Indians, quickly compelled them to regain the shelter 
of the eanebrake, with the loss of several wounded, who, 
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as osual. were carried off. The deail Inilitin, in tiio 
burry «f tlie letreat, was abaiiduiiei], and Kcnlon at 
latit had ibe gntiticaiiuu of taking iiis scalp. 

Boone, 04 had alreaily been mentioned, instantly re- 
traced hid sI«pB to Boonesbiirough ; but Kenton and 
hi« friend Montgomery determined to proceed alone to 
the Indian town, and at least obtain some recompense 
fur the trouble of their journey. Approacbine the vil- 
inj^ with the cautionn and stealthy pace of the cat or 
paiilber, they look tlieir 8Latiiin!> upon the edge of the 
cornfield, supposing that the Indians would enter it as 
aiual to gather roas tins-ears. They remained here pa- 
tiently all day; but did not see a single Indian, and 
heanl only the voices of fome children, who were play- 
ing near ihem. Being climippuinted in the hope of get- 
Ling a »bi)t, they entered the Indian town in the night, 
and, stealing tour gooil horses, made a rajiid night's 
inarch for the Ohio, wliit-h they crossed in safety, and, 
on the second day afterward, reached Logan's Furl wiih 
tlu-ir booty. 

Saircely had he returned, when Colonel Bowman oi^ 
tiered kini to lake liia IVieud Montgomery, and another 
TOung man named Clark, and go on a secret expedition 
to un Indian tfiwn on the Little Miami, against which 
the colonel meditated an expedition, and of the esaet 
condition of which he wL^hed to have certain iuforma- 
tiiin. They instantly set out, in obedience to their ur- 
Av.n, and rt vlie<l the neighborhood of the town without 
Insng dist-uvuretl. They examined it attentively, and 
walked around the boUt^es during the night with perfect 
impunity. Thus fur all Imd gone well; anil had thvy 
Itean contvnteil tu return after the due execution of their 
orders, ihc^ wouM have avoided the heavy calamity 
which awttitetl them. 

But, unforlunaiely, during llieir nightly promenade, 
the? stumbled upon a pound in which were a numlicr 
of Indian lioreeg. Tlio temptation was nut to be re- 
sisted. Tbey each mouuli-d n horse; but, not snli^lied 
with that, they could not find it in their hearts to leave 
a single animal behind tbeni, and, aa some of the honea 
8e«med indisposed to clianjjc masters, the aflliir wai 
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tended with so much fracas that at last they were dis- 
covered. The cry ran through the village at once that 
the Long Knives were stealing their horses right before 
the doors of their wigwams ; and old and young, squaws, 
boySy and warriors, all sallied out with loud screams 
to save their property from these greedy spoilers. Ken- 
ton and his friends quickly discovered that they had 
overshot the mark, and that they must ride &r their 
lives ; but, even in this extremity, they could not bring 
themselves to give up' a single horse which they had 
haltered, and while two of them rode in front and led, 
I know not how many horses, the other brought up the 
rear, and, plying his whip from right to left, did not per- 
mit a single animal to lag behind. 

In this manner they dashed through the woods at a 
furious rate, with the hue and cry after them, until 
their course was suddenly stopped by an impenetrable 
swamp. Here, from necessity, they paused for a few 
moments and listened attentively. Hearing no sounds 
of pursuit, they resumed their course; and, skirting 
the swamp for some distance in the vain hope of cross- 
ing it, they bent their course in a straight direction 
toward the Ohio. They rode during the whole night 
without resting a moment; and, halting for a few min- 
utes at daylight, they continued their journey through- 
out the day, and the whole of the following night, and 
by this uncommon expedition, on the morning of the 
second day, they reached the northern bank of the Ohio 
River. 

Crossing the river would now insure their safety; 
but this was likely to prove a difficult undertaking, and 
the close pursuit which they had reason to expect ren- 
dered it necessary to lose as little time as possible. The 
wind was high and the river rough and boisterous. It 
was determined that Kenton should cross with the 
horses, while Clark and Montgomery should construct 
a raft in order to transport their gnns, baggage, and 
ammunition to the opposite shore. The necessary prep- 
arations were soon made, and Kenton, after forcing his 
horses into the river, plunged in himvSelf and swam 
by their side. In a very few minutes the high waves 
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complelply overwhetmwl him and fi)rpp(l him consider- 
ably below llie hurM's", llmt slennni'd the current much 
mtre vigorously thsin hiiiistlf. 

The horses, being thus left to themselves, turned 
alx3ut and swam agnin to the Ohio shore, where Ken- 
ton was compelled to follow them. Again he forced 
them iato the wat«r ; and again they returned to the 
same spot — until Kenton became so exhausted by re- 
peated eflcirts a» 10 lie uiiuble to swim. A council was 
then held nntl the niiefition propiised, " What was to be 
dune?" That ibe IiidiaiiB would pursue them, was cer- 
tain; that the liurscs would not, and could not be made 
U> cTOts the river in its present state, was equally cer- 
tain. ISbould ihey abandon their horses nnd cross on 
the m(t, ur remiiin with their horses and take Euch 
fortune as heaven shimld send ihem ? The latter al- 
tfrrnatlve whs unanimously adopted. Death or captivity 
■night be tolerated, but the loss of so beautiful a lot 
ofliorses, alU-r havinf; worked so hard for them, waa 
Dot to Iw ihdught of lor a moment. 

As soon as it was determined that thetnselres and 
bones were to share the same faie, it again became 
neceivarv to fix upon home pn)bable plan of saving 
tliem. Should thty move up or down the river, or 
remain where they weie? The latter course waa 
ado|i(ed. It was ^upwsed that the wind would fall at 
■uuHet, and the river Wome sufficiently calm to admit 
of their passage ; and. as it was sujiposcd probable that 
the Iniliatis might be uimn them before uight, it was 
determined tii conceiil the hors«8 in a neighboriug ra- 
vine, while they should lake their stations in the ad- 
C' dng wood. A more miserable plan could not have 
n adopted. If they could not consent to sacrifice 
their horses in order to save their own Uvea, tliey 
should have moved either up or down the river, and 
thus have preserved tho distance from the Indians 
which their rapidity of movement had gtuned. 

The Indians would have followed their trail, and be- 
ing twenty-four houra' march behind them, could never 
have overtaken tbcm. But neglecting this ubviooa 
consideration, ibcy stupidly sat down uutil sunset, i ~ 
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pecting that the river would become m<jre calm. The 
day passed away in tranquillity, but at night the wind 
blew harder than ever, and the water became so rough, 
that even their raft would have been scarcely able to 
cross. Not an instant more should have been lost, in 
moving from so dangerous a post; but as if totally 
infatuated, they remained where they were until morn- 
ing ; thus wasting twenty-four hours of most precious 
time in total idleness. In the morning, the wind 
abated and the river became calm — but it was now 
too late. Their horses, recollecting the difficulty of 
the passage on the preceding day, had become as ob- 
stinate and heedle^is as their masters, and positively and 
repeatedly refused to take the water. 

Finding every effort to compel them entirely una- 
vailing, their masters at length determined to do what 
ought to have been done at first. Each resolved to 
mount a horse, and make the best of his way down 
the river to Louisville. Had even tins resolution, 
however tardily adopted, been execute<l with decision, 
the party would probably have been saved, but after 
they were mounted, instead of leaving the ground in- 
stantly, tliey went back upon their own trail, in the 
vain effort to regain possession of the rest of their 
horses, which had broken from them in the last effort 
to drive them into the water. They wearied out their 
good genius, and literally fell victims to their love for 
horse-flesh. 

They had scarcely ridden one hundred yards (Kenton 
in the center, the others upon the flanks, with an inter- 
val of two hundred yards between them), when Kenton 
heard a loud halloo, apparently coming from the spot 
which they had just left. Instead of getting out of 
the way as fast as possible, and trusting to the speed of 
his horse, and the thiekness of the wood for safety, he 
put the last capping-stone to his imprudence, and dis- 
mounting, walked leisurely back to meet his pursuers, 
and thus give them as little trouble as possible. He 
quickly beheld three Indians, and one white man, all 
well mounted. Wishing to give the alarm to his com- 
panions, he raised his rifle to his shoulder, took a 
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Rtottd.v ftim at the breut of the foremost Indian, nnd 
drew llie iriggtr. Hia gun hud become wet on the raft, 
lUi<) flush e<). 

The enemy were inBtuntly alarmed, and dB^hed nt 
him. Now, lit last, when flight could be of no service, 
Kentun betook hiiuHell'to his licels, and was pursued 
by four hotsemen at full Bpc«d. He iiiBlantly liirecied 
his steps to the thickest part of the wood, where there 
was much fallen timber and a rank growth of under- 
wood, aud httd succeeded, aa he thought, in baflling hia 
Kireuers, when, just as he was leavinii; the fatten lim- 
r and ent^Ting the open wood, an Indian on horse- 
back galloped round the corner of the wood, and ap- 
proached him BO rapidly as to render flight UBcle*?. 
The horseman rode up, holding out hie hand and call- 
ing out, " Brother! brother!" in a tone of great affec- 
tion. Kenton observes that if hia gun would have 
made fire, he would have " brolhered "him to his heart's 
coDtent, but being totally unaimed, he called out that ^ 
he would surrender if they would give him quarter and J 
good treatment. 

Promises were cheap wiih the Indian, and he 
showered them out by the dosen, eontiniling all the 
while to ad^fvnce with extended bands and a writhing 
grin u|>on his countenance, which was intended for a 
Binile of courtesy. Seizing Kenton's hand, he grafp«d 
it with violence. Kenton, not liking che mniuier oil 
hi* caiitor, raised hi^ gun to knock him down, whni>i1 
ma IiKlian who had followed him closely through the 
iVushwood, instantly sprung upon hie back, and pin- 
fened his arms to his side. The one who had just a|>- 
proached him, tlien seized him by the hair and shook 
him until his twth rattled, while the reel of the party 
Aiming up. they all fell upon Kenton with their 
timgiics and ramrods, until he thought they would 
Kwhl or beat him to death. They were the owners of 
the homes which he had ciinied off, and now took am- 
ple revenge for the Ic«s of their property. At every 
stroke of their rnmrodB over his heail (and they were 
neither few nor far Iiclweenl, ihey would repeat, in a 
tone of strong indignntioti, "Sleul Indian hosst heyl*" 
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Their attention, however, was soon directed to Mont- 
gomery, who, huviug heard the noise attending Ken- 
ton's capture, very gallantly hastened up to his assist- 
ance; while Claric very prudently consulted his own 
safety in betaking himself' to his heels, leaving his un- 
fortunate companions to shift for themselves. Mont- 
gomery halted within gunshot, and appeared busy with 
the pan of his gun, as if preparing to fire. Two Indi- 
ans instantly sprung off in pursuit of him, while the 
rest attended to Kenton. In a few minutes Kentcm 
heard the crack of two rifles in quick succession, fol- 
lowed by a halio), which announced the fate of his 
friend. The Indians quickly returned, waving tlie 
bloody scalp of Montgomery, and with countenances and 
gestures which menaced him with a similar fate. 

They then proceeded to secure their prisoner. They 
first compelled him to lie upon his back, and stretched 
out his arms to their full length. They then passed a 
stout slick at right angles across his breast, to each ex- 
tremity of which his wrists were fasteneil by thongs 
made of Buffalo's hide. Stakes were then driven into 
the earth near his feet, to which they were fastened in 
a similar manner. A halter was then tied around his 
neck and fastened to a sapling which grew near; and, 
finally, a strong .roi)e was pa-^scd under his belly, lashed 
strongly to the pole whi«h lay transversely upon his 
breast, and finally wrapped around his arms at the el- 
bows in such a manner as to pinion them to the pole 
with a pain! Ill violence, and render him literally inca- 
pable of moving hand, foot, or head in the slightest 
manner. 

During the whole of this severe operation, neither 
their tongues nor hands were by any means idle. They 
culled him from time to time with great heartiness, 
until his ears rang again ; and abused him for a ** tiel ! 

a boss steal! a rascal!" and finally, for a "d d 

white man ! " I may here observe that all the western 
Indians had picked up a good many English words, 
particularly our oaths, which, from the frequency with 
which they were used by our hunters and traders, they 
probably looked upon as the very root and foundation 
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of the EnglUli kngunge. Kenton remained iii this 
{ininl'iil attitude througliout the niglil, luoking furward 
to cvrtait) death, and must probably torture, as suoii as 
he should reach their towns. Their rnge agniuEt him 
Memed to increase, rather ihan abate f'ruiu imlulgenoe, 
nnd to the mornine it displayed itself iii a foi'iu at unce 
ludicroU:^ and cnicl 

Among ihe horses which Kenton had taken, aud 
which their original owners had now recovere<l, was a 
fine but wild young colt, totaUy unbroken, and with all 
his honors of mane sud toil undocked. Upon him Ken- 
ton nas mounted, without saddle or bridle, with bis 
hands tied behind him aud hia feet fastened under the 
horse's belly. The country was rough and bushy, and 
Kenton bad no means of protecting his fate from the 
brambles through which it was expected thai the colt 
would duh. As soon as the rider was firndy fastened to 
his back, the colt was turned loose, with a sudden lash; 
but. after executing a lew curvets and caprioles, to the 
great dUtre^ of his rider, but to tiie infinite amusement 
ol' the Indians, he appeared to take compassion on his 
rider, and, falling into a line with the otlier horses, 
avoided the brambles entirely, and went on very well. 
In this niunner he rode through the day. At ntgbt he 
was taken from tiie horse and confine<l as before. 

On the third day ihey came within a few miles of 
Chillicothe. Hi^re the party halted and di^^patched a 
mcaaenger lu inform the village of their arrival, in or- 
der, I suppose, to give them time to prepare for his re- 
ception. In a short time, BlackfiUi, one of their chie^ 
Arrived, and, regarding Kenton with a stci-n countenance, 
thundered out, in verj' good English, " You have been 
atcaling horses?" "Yea, sir." "Did Captain Boone 
tell you to steal our horses?" "No,slr; I did it of my 
own accord." This frank confession was too irritating 
to be borne. Blackfiah made no reply ; but, braudish- 
in^ a hickory switch which he held ni his hand, he ap- 
plied it so briskly to Kenton's naked back and slioulders 
OS to bring the bliKwl freely and occasion acute pain. 

Thus, altcmatoly beaten and scolded, lie marched on 
to the village. At tlie distance of a mile from ChiUir.^ 
11 ^ 
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cothe, he saw every inhabitant of the town, men, womeD, 
and children, running out to feast their eyes with a 
view of the prisoner. Every individual, down to the 
JBmallest child, appeared in a paroxysm of rage. They 
whooped, they yelled, they hooted, they clapped their 
hands, and pmred upon him a flood of abuse to which 
all that he liad yet received was gentleness and civility. 
With loud crie3 they demanded that their prisoner 
should be tied to the stake. The hint was instantly 
complied with. 

A stake was quickly fastened into the ground. The 
remnant of Kenton's shirt and breeches were torn from 
his person (the squaws officiating with great dexterity 
in both operations) ; and his hands, being tied together 
and raised above his head, were fastened to the top of 
the stake. The whole party then danced around him 
until midnight, yelling and screaming in their usual 
frantic manner, striking him with switches, and slap- 
ping hiiu with the palms of their hands. He expected, 
every moment to undergo the torture of fire ; but that 
was reserved for another time. They wished to pro- 
long the pleasure of tormenting him as much as possi- 
ble, and, after having caused him to anticipate the bit- 
terness of death until a late hour of the night, they re- 
leased him from the stake and conveyed him to tlie 
village. 

Early in the morning he beheld the scalp of Mont- 
gomery, stretched upon a hoop and drying in the air, 
before the door of one of their principal houses. He was 
quickly led out and ordered to run the gauntlet A 
row of boys, women, and men extended to the distance 
of a quarter of a mile. At the starting- place stood two 
grim-looking warriors, with butcher-knives in their 
hands ; at the extremity of the line was an Indian, beat- 
ing a drum ; and a few paces beyond the drum was the 
door of the council-house. Clubs, switches, hoe-handles, 
and tomahawks were brandished along the whole line, 
causing the sweat involuntarily to stream from his 
pores at the idea of the discipline which his naked ddn 
was to receive during the race. 

The moment for starting arrived ; the great drum at 
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the door of the council-house was struck, and KcDton 
sprung forward in the race. A seeue, piecisely reacm- 
bling a splendid piclure in the " Lnst vi' the Mnhicniis," 
now look place. Kenton avoided the row of his ene- 
mieiJ, and, turning to the east, dreiv the uhole {larty in 
pursuit of him. He doubled EeveraJ times (vitli great 
uctivity, and at length, observing an oiieniiig, he darted 
thrriugn it, and pressed forwanl to the council-hoUBe 
with a rapidity wliidi left hu pursuers Itir behind. One 
or two of the Indians succeeded in throwing themaelvea 
between him and the goal, and from those nloue he re- 
crivi'd a few blows, but wiis much lets injured ihun he 
could at first have suppoeod poesible. 

As Boon AS the ruce was over, a council was held, in 
order to determine whether he should be burnt to death 
on tlie spot or carried round to the other villages and 
exhibited to every iribc. The arbiters ol'his tate cat in 
B circle on the floor of the council-house, while ihe un- 
happy prisoner, naked and bound, was conimitU^'d tu tlie 
care of a guard in llie open air. The delilieralioii com- 
menced. Each warrior s«t in sileure, while a large war- 
dub was piuv<ed nmnd the circle. Those who were op- 
poet-d to burning the prisoner on ihe spot were to [inss 
the club in silence to the next warrior; Ihose in favor 
of burning were l»i strike tlie earth violently with the 
club before passing it. 

A teller was appointed to count the voles, This dig- 
ritnry quickly rep<(rled ihnl the opjiosition bad pre- 
voilrd; that his execution was suspended fur the pice- 
ent, and that it was ileterniin«d to take him tu an In- 
dian town on Mad River, called W»ughcotoni(>c(i, Hia 
fate waij <]uicklv announced to him hy a renegiide vih'ite 
man, who actea as inti-rpreter. Kenton ftlt rejoiced at 
the iscue ; but naturally l>ecame anxious tir know what 
was in reserve fur him at Waughcutomocu. He accord- 
inglrmked the white man, " What the Indians intended 
to (to with him upon reaching the appointed place?" 

"Burn Tou, G d d n you!" was the ft'rocinus 

n>ply. He asked no further question, and the itcuwliug 
interpreter walked awiiy. 

InBtautly prepamtions were made for his departn 
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and, to his great joy as well as astonishment, his clothes 
were restored to him and he was permitted to remain 
unbound. Thanks to the ferocious intimation of the 
interpreter, he was aware of the fate ia reserve for him, 
and secretly determined that he would never reach 
Waughcotomoco alive if it was possible to avoid it. 
Their route lay through an uupruned forest, abounding 
in thickets and undergrowth. Unbound as he was, it 
would not be impossible to escape from the hands of 
his conductors ; and if he could once enter the thickets, 
he thought that he might be enabled to baffle his pur- 
suers. At the worst, he could only be retaken ; and 
the fire would burn no hotter after an attempt to es-. 
cape t^n before. During the whole of their march 
he remained abstracted and silent, oflen meditating an 
effort for liberty and as often shrinking fix>m the peril 
of the attempt. 

At length he was aroused from his reverie by the 
Indians firing off their guns, and raising the shrill 
scalp halloo. The signal was soon answered, and the 
deep roll of a drum was heard far in front, announcing 
to the unhappy prisoner that they were approaching 
an Indian town, where the gauntlet certainly, and per- 
haps the stake, awaited him. The idea of a repetition 
of the dreadful scenes which he had already encount- 
ered, completely banished the indecision which had 
hitherto withheld him, and, with a sudden and start- 
ling cry, he sprung into the bushes, and fled with the 
speed of a wild deer. The pursuit was instant and 
keen ; some on foot, some on horseback. But he was 
flying for his life; the stake and the hot iron, and the 
burning splinters were before his eyes, and he soon dis- 
tanced the swiftest hunter that pursued him. 

But fate was against him at every turn. Thinking 
only of the enemy behind, he forgot that there might 
also be enemies before; and, before he was aware of 
what he had done, he found that he had plunged into 
the center of a fresh party of horsemen, who had sallied 
from the town at the firing of the guns, and happened, 
unfortunately, to stumble upon the poor prisoner, now 
making a last effort for freedom. His heart sunk at 



onee frcm the airlor of hope to the very pit of dcspai. 
and he wae ngntii hnltered nnd <irivcn before them I 
town like an ox to the slaughter- house. 

Upon reaching the Tillage (Pickiiwayl, he was fast- 
ened to a stake, near the door of tlie couucil-liou^e, 
and the warriorK again assembled iti debate. lu a short 
lime they iwued from the couucil-houso, and. surround- 
' ing him, they danced, yelled, etc., for eeveral hours, glv- 
I ing bim once inore a foretaste of the bitternegs of death. 
I Ou the following morning their journey was continued, 
[ but the Indians had now become watchfVil, and gave 
him no opporinnity of even attempting an escape. On 
' the second duy lie arrived at Waugncnlomocn. Here he 
I was again c<)[n|>elle(l to ran the jrniintlet, in which he 
» was eovcrt-ly hurt; nud, immediately alter tliis cere- 
[ mony. he was taken to the council-house, and all the 
I warriors once more assembled to determine his fate. 

Ho sat Mlent and dejecled upon the floor of the cabin, 

\ awaiting the moment nhicb was to deliver him to the 

I stake, when the door of the couneil-house opened, and 

I l*inion Givty, Jama* Girty, John Ward, and an Indian 

came in with a wotnan (lira. Mary Kennedy) as a 

Kifioncr. together with seven children nnd seven scal|B, 
enlou was instantly removed from the council-house, 
I and the dclilwm lions of the assembly were protracleil 
' to a very lale hour, in consequence of the arrival of 
I the last-namc<t party wlih a frteh dmve of prisoners. 
At Iciigili hi' wns again tummnned to attend the 
» council-h<iU«c, being iiilbrnied that his fate was decide<J. 
Regarding tbe niandnto ns ix mere prelude to the stake 
and fire, which he knew wns inlinded lor him, he 
\ obeyed it with ihe calm despair which bad now sue- 
I c«e(le<l the burning anxiety of the Inst few duys. Upon 
entering the council-lionso, he wns greeted with a sav- 
age acunl. which, if he had stiil cherished a sparic of 
hope, would have completely extinguished it. Simon 
Girty threw a blanket upon the floor, and harshly 
I ordered l>iin to take a seat upon it. The order was 
I not immediately complied wi[h, and Girly, iinpntieutly 
suiting his arm, jerked him roughly upon the bliinket> 
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In the same rough and menacing tone, Oirfy then 
interrogated him as to the condition of Kentucky. 
"How many men are there in Kentucky?" "It is 
impossible for me to answer that question," replied 
Kenton, '* but I can tell you the number of officers, 
and their respective ranks; you can then judge for 
yourself." "Do you know William Stewart?" "Per- 
fectly well; he is an old and intimate acquaintance." 
** What is your own name ? " *' Simon Butler! " replied 
Kenton. Never did the annunciation of a name pro- 
duce a more powerful effect Girty and Kenton (then 
bearing the name of Butler) had served as spies, to- 
gether, in Dunmore's expedition. The former had not 
then abandoned the society of the whites for that of 
the savages, and had become warmly attached to Ken- 
ton during the short period of their servicies together. 
As soon as he heard the name, he became strongly 
agitated ; and, springing from his seat, he threw his 
arms around Kenton s neck, and embraced him with 
much emotion. 

Then turning to the assembled warriors, who re- 
mained astonished spectators of this extraordinary 
scene, he addressed them in a short speech, which the 
deep earnestness of his tone, and the energy of his 
gesture, rendered elo<]uent. He informed them that 
the prisoner, whom they had just condemned to the 
stake, was his ancient comrade and bosom friend : that 
they had traveled the same war-path, slept upon the 
same blanket, and dwelt in the same wigwam. He en- 
treated them to have compassion upon his feelings ; to 
spare him the agony of witnesdng the torture of an old 
friend by the hands of his adopted brothers ; and not 
to refuse so trifling a favor, as the life of a white man, 
to the earnest intercession of one who had proved, by 
three years' faithful service, that he was sincerely and 
zealously devoted to the cause of the Indians. 

The speech was listened to in unbroken silence. As 
soon as he had finished, several chiefs expressed their 
approbation by a deep guttural interjection, while 
others were equally as forward in making known their 
objections to the proposal. They urged that his fate 
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had -already been determined in a large and solemn 
council, and that they would be acting like squaws to 
change their mind every hour. They insisted upon the 
flagrant misdemeanors of Kenton ; that he had not 
only stolen their horses, but had flashed his gun at one 
of their young men ; that it was in vain to suppose 
that so bad a man could ever become an Indian at 
hearty like their brother Girty; that the Kentuckians 
were all alike, very bad people, and ought to be killed 
as fast as they were taken ; an<l finally, they observed, 
that many of their people had come from a distance 
solely to assist at the torture of the prisoner, and 
pathetically painted the disappointment and chagrin 
with which tney would hear timt all their trouble had 
been for nothing. 

Girty lij^tcned, with obvious impatience, to the young 
warriors who had so ably argued against a reprieve, 
and starting to his feet as so(m as the others had con- 
cluded, he urged his former request with great earnest- 
ness. He briefly but strongly recapitulated his own 
services, and the many and weighty instances of attach- 
ment which he had given. He asked if he could be 
suspected of partiality to the whiti^? When had he 
ever before interceded for any of that hated race? 
Had he not brought seven scalps home with him from 
the last expedition ? And had he not submitted seven 
white prisoners that very evening to their discretion ? 
Had he expressed a ^ish that a single one of the cap- 
tives should be saved? This was his first and should 
be his last request: for if they refused to him what 
was never refused to the intercession of one of their 
natural chiefs, he would look upon himself as disgraced 
in their eyes, and considered as unworthy of confidence. 
Which of their own natural warriors had been more 
zealous than himself? From what expedition had he 
ever shrunk? What white man had ever seen his 
back ? Whose tomahawk had been bloodier than his ? 
He would say no more. He asked it as a first and last 
favor — as an evidence that they approved of his zeal 
and fidelity — that the life of his bosom friend might be 
spared, f^resh speakers arose upon each side, and the 
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debate was carried on, for an hour and a half, yiriih 
great heat and energy. 

During the whole of this time, Kenton's feeling mar 
readily te imagined. He could not understand a syl- 
lable of what was said. He saw that Girty spoke with 
deep earnestness, and that the eyes of the assembly were 
often turned upon himself, with various expressions. He 
felt satisfied that hb friend was pleading for his life, 
and that he was violently opposed by a large part of 
the council. At length the war-club was produced, 
and the final vote taken. Kenton watched its progress 
with thrilling emotion, which yielded to the most rap- 
turous delight as he perceived that those who struck 
the floor of the council-house were decidedly inferior 
in number to those who passed it in silence. Having 
thus succeeded in his benevolent purpose, Girty lost no 
time in attending to the comfort of his friend. He led 
him into his own wigwam, and from his own store gave 
him a pair of moccasins and leggins, a breech-cloth, a 
hat, a coat, a handkerchief for his neck, and another 
for his head. 

The whole of this remarkable scene is in the highest 
degree honorable to Girty, and is in striking contrast 
to most of his conduct after his union with the Indians. 
No man can be completely hardened, and no character 
is at all times the same. Girty had been deeply offended 
with the whites ; and knowing that his dei>ertion to the 
Indians had been universally and severely reprobated, 
and that he himself was regarded with detestation by 
his former countrymen, he seems to have raged against 
them, from these causes, with a fury which resembled 
rather the paroxysm of a maniac than the deliberate 
cruelty of a naturally ferocious temper. Fierce censure 
never reclaims, but rather drives to still greater extrem- 
ities ; and this is the reason that renegadoes are so 
much fiercer than natural foes — and when females fall, 
they fall irretrievably. 

For the space of three weeks, Kenton lived in perfect 
tranquillity. Girty's kindness was uniform ana inde- 
fatigable. He introduced Kenton to his own family, 
and accompanied him to the wigwams of the principal 
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fh\eh, who seemeil all 
extremity of rage to tli 
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once (0 have turned from the 
liiitist kin'liie^e and cordiality, 
Kortune, however, seemed to have selected him for her 
football, and to have suatelied him from the frying-pun 
only to throw him into the fire. About twenty auya 
after hia moel providential deliverance from the stuke, 
lie WRa walking in company with Girty and an Indian 
named Redgiute, when anotlier Indian came from tlie 
\illai;fl toward them, uttering r^eutedly a whoo|> of 
I>eculiar iutonntiun. Girty instantly told Kentuii that 
it was the distress halloo, und that they mu»t all go JQ- 
stanily to tlie council -house. Kenton's heurt involunla- 
rily fluttered at ihe intelligence, for he dreuded all 
whoops, and hated all couuciMioui^es, firmly believing 
that neither boded him any good. Nothing, however, 
could l)e done to avoid whutever fale nwaite<l him, and 
he sadly accompanied Girty and liedpole back to the 
village. 

Ujion approaching the Indian who had hallooed, Girty 
and Redpole shook iiands with him. Kenton likewi^ 
oflered his hand, hut the Indian refused to iJike il, iit 
the same time scowling upon him oniinousily. This 
took place within a few paces of the door of the council- 
house. Upon entering, they saw that the house wns 
unusually full. Many chiefa and warriois from the 
distant towns were present; and their coiuitenanoes 
wore grave, severe, and ibrbiddinp. Girly, Kedpole, 
and Kenton, walked around, oflering tlieir hands suc- 
cessively t» each warrior. The hands of the two first 
were cordiully received; but when poor Kenton anx- 
iously offered hit hand to Uie first wuniiir, it wag 
rejected with the same scowling eye as before. He 
passed on to the second, but was still rejecied ; he per- 
severed, however, uniil his bund had Ijeeii refused by 
the first six ; when, sinking into despondence, he tunieil 
offiutd stood apart from the rest. 

The debate quickly commenced. Kenton looked 
e«gerly toward Girty, as his last and only hope. His 
friend looked anxious and distressed. The chiefs from 
a. di»tance arose one after another, and spoke in a fiim 
and indignant Um^, olleu looking at Keuton v 
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eye of death. Girty did not desert him, but his elo- 
quence appeared wasted upon the dbtant chiefs. After 
a warm debate, he turned to Kenton and said, ** WeU, 
my friend, you rntist dief* One of the stranger chiefi 
instantly seized him by the collar, and the others sur- 
rounding him, he was strongly pinioned, committed to 
a guard, and instantly marched off. 

His guard were on horseback, while the prisoner was 
driven before them on foot, with a long rope round his 
neck, the other end of which was held by one of the 
guard. In this manner they had marched about two 
and a half miles, when Girty passed them on horseback, 
informing Kenton that he had friends at the next 
village, with whose aid he hoped to be able to do 
something for him. Girty passed on to the town, but 
finding that nothing could oe done, he would not see 
his friend again, but returned to Waughcotomoco by 
a <lifferent route. 

They passed through the village without halting, and, 
at the distance of two and a half miles beyond it, Ken- 
ton had again an opportunity of witnessing the fierce 
hate with which these children of nature regard an ene- 
my. At the distance of a few paces from the road a 
squaw was busily engaged in chopping Vvood, while her 
lord and raiister was sitting on a log, smoking his pipe 
and directing her labors with the indolent indifference 
common to the natives when not under the influence of 
some exciting passion. Tlie sight of Kenton, however, 
roused him to fury. He hastily sprang up, with a sud- 
den yell, snatched the ax from the sc^uaw, and, rushing 
upon the prisoner so rapidly as to give him no oppor- 
tunity of escape, dealt hira a blow with the ax which 
cut through his shoulder, breaking the bone and almost 
severing the arm from his body. He would instantly 
have repeated tlie blow, had not Kenton's conductors 
interfered and protected hira, severely reprimanding the 
Indian for attempting to rob them of the amusement of 
torturing the prisoner at . 

They soon reached a large village upon the head- wa- 
ters of Scioto, where Kenton, for the first time, beheld 
the celebrated Mingo chief, Logan, so honorably men- 
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tiniieid in Mr. JefTerson's "Notes on Virginia." Lngan 
witlked gravely iip lo ihe pla^'c where Kfjilon slooil, and 
the following short fonversaiion ensued : '* Well, yuunj 
man, these young men eeeni very mad at you!" " Y 
sir, they certainly are." " Well, do n't be dishearteni 
I am a great chief. You are to go to Sandusky ; 
Epcalc of burning you there, but I will send two run 
to-iaorrow to siicak good for you." Logan's form 
striking and manly, hi^ countenance cairn and noble, 
and he spoke the English language willi fluenuy and 
correctness. Kenton's spirits instantly rose at 
addri'ss of the benevolent chief, and he once mi 
looked upon himself as providentially rescued from 
Stakes 

On the following morning two runners were 
epatched to Sandusky, as the chief had promised, and 
until their return Kenton was kindly treatal, being per- 
mitted to spend much of his time with Logan, who con- 
versed with him freely and in the most friendly manner. 
In the evening the two ninners relumed, and were 
cloectcd with Logan. Kenton felt tlie most burning 
snxiety to know what was the result of their missioD, 
,but Lman did not visit him again until the next m( 
Ifaig. He then walked up to him. accompanied 
IKeiilon's guards, and, giving him a piece of Bread, tol. 
lira that lie was instantly to be carried to Sandusky 
and, without uttering another word, turned upon hia 
lieel and left him. 

Again Kentou's spiriLt sank. From Logan's manner 
Be sunpiweil that his inlercession had been unavailing, 
■nd tnat Sandusky was destined to be the scene of hit 
final (utTcring. This appears to have been the truth, 
But fortune, who, to um Lord Lovat's expresuoii, ha^. 
Iteen playing at cat and mouse with him for the lai"" 
month, hiid selected Sandusky for the display of hi 
atrango and cnpriHoiis power. He was driven into tl 
town as iistinl, and was to have been burnt on the fa 
lowing morning, when an Indian agent, nanierl Drewy< 
liatcrposed, mm once more rescued him from the slnl. 
(Bo was anxious to ohtaiii inietligence for the Bridi 
lOommandant at Detroit, and so earnestly ineLited u| 
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Kenton's being delivered up to him, that the Indians 
at length consented, upon the express condition that, 
after the required information had been obtained, he 
should again be placed at their discretion. To this 
Drewyer consented, and without further difficulty Ken- 
ton was transferred to his hands. Drewjer lost no time 
in removing him to Detroit 

On the road he informed Kenton of the condition 
upon which he had obtained possession of his person,, 
assuring him, however, that no consideration shouM in- 
duce him to abandon a prisoner to the mercy of such 
wretches. Having dwelt at some length upon the gen- 
erosity of his own disposition, and having sufficiently 
magnified the service which he had just rendered him, 
he began, at length, to cross-question Kenton as to the 
force and condition of Kentucky, and particularly as to 
the number of men at Fort Mcintosh. Kenton very 
candidly declared his inability to answer either question, 
observ^ing that he was merely a private, and by no 
means acquainted with matters of an enlarged and gen- 
eral import; that his great business had heretofore been 
to endeavor to take care of himself, which he had found 
a work of no small difficulty. Drewyer replied that he 
believed him, and from that time KentOn was troubled 
with no more questions. 

His condition at Detroit was not unpleasant. He was 
corap^illed to i-eport* himself every morning to an Eng- 
lish officer, ana was restricted to certain boundaries 
through the day, but in other respects he scarcely lelt 
that he was a prisoner. His battered body and broken 
arm were quickly repaired, and hjs emaciated limbs 
were again clothed with a proper proportion of flesh. 
He remained in this sUite of easy restraint from October, 
1777, until June, 1778, when he meditated an escape. 
There was no difficulty in leaving Detroit, but he would 
be compelled to traverse a wild, rness of more than two 
hundred miles, abounding with hostile Indians, and af- 
fording no means of subsistence l)eyoiid the wild game, 
which could not be killed without a gun. In addition 
to this, he would certainly be pursued, and, if retaken 
by the Indians, he might ex|)ect a repetition of all that 
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he Tiad iiniler^one liefi)ro, without the prospect of a seo- 
oii(] iiit«Tp<isiliiiii (in the part of the Eitglish. 

These cimsiilerutions detiTi'ed him !<ir some time from 
the nlteni]it, hut at len<,'th his iinputieiice became iincon- 
tr'>llable, and he determined to escape, or perish in the 
attrinpt He tiiok his measures with equttf e<-crecy and 
furesi>;ht. He cimtiotisly sounded two young Eeiiiucki- 
nns Llien at Detroit, who had been tsken with Boone at 
tlic llloe Licks, and hud been purrhasei] by the British. 
He found iheiu ns inipnlient iiw himself of captivity, and 
re^oluLo tu acconipnny him. Charging them not to 
breathe a syllable of ibeir design to any other prisoners, 
be btuiod liiinself for several days in making tlie neces- 
Bnry prepnraiioiis. It waa absolutely necessary that 
they Hiould t« provided with arms, both for the sake of 
re|>elliiig attack and procuring the means of siibsi»t- 
euce; and, at the same time, it was very difficult to ob- 
taiD them without the knowledge of the British com- 
mandant 

By patiently wailing their i>ppoitunity, however, all 
these nrvliminarjp difficulties were overcome, Kenton 
formed a clo^c friende^hip with two Indian hunters, del- 
u^d tliem with mm, and l>oiight their guns fi>r a mere 
trifle. After carefully hiding ihem in tlic wooda, he re- 
turned to Detroit, ana maimgeil to procure another rifle, 
together with powder and balU, from a Sir. and Mrs. 
ICdgar, citiEciut of the town. 'I'hey then appointed a 
night for the attempt, and agreed upon a place of ren- 
dexvooB. All things turned out pro^^pemusly. They 
met at the time and place appointeil without disi«r- 
ery, and, taking a circnitons route, avoided pnrsnit; 
and, travilinjt onlv during the nighl, they at length 
nrrive<l safely at Loniiivilfe, afier a march of thirty 
dajni. 

Thus terminated one of the most remarkable adven- 
tiircB in the whole range of Western history. A fatalist 
would recogiiiia the band of dertinv in every stage of 
Eta pnigresiit. In the infutuaiion uith which Kenion re- 
fused to adopt proper measures for his safely while such 
were nraciicahle; in tlie jxTsevcring ol>stinnry 
which lie remained upuu the Ohio shore until fligl 
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came useless; and afterward, in that remarkable suc- 
cession of accidents by which, without the least exer- 
tion on his party he was alternately tantalized with a 
prospect of safety, and then plunged again into the 
deepest despair. He was eight times exposed to the 
gauntlet, three times tied to the stake, and as often 
thought himself upon the eve of a terrible death. 

All the sentences passed upon him, whether of mercy 
or condemnation, seemed to have been only pronounced 
in one council in order to be revei*sed in another. Every 
friend that Providence raised up in his favor was imme- 
diately followed by some enemy, who unexpectedly in- 
terposed, and turned his short glimpse of sunshine into 
deeper darkness than ever. For three weeks he was 
seesawing between life and death, and during the whole 
time he was perfectly passive. No wisdom, or fore- 
sight, or exertion, could have saved him. Fortune 
fought his battle from first to last, and seemed deter- 
mined to permit nothing else to interfere. Scarcely 
had he reached Kentucky, when he embarked in a new 
enterprise. 

Colonel George Rogers Clark had projected an expe- 
dition against the hostile posts of Yincennes and Kas- 
kaskia, and invited all Kentuckians, who had leisure 
and inclination, to join him. Kenton instantly repaired 
to his standard, and shared in the hardship and glory 
of one of the boldest, most arduous, and successful ex- 
peditions which have ever graced the American arms. 
The results of the campaign are well known. Secrecy 
and celerity were eminently combined in it, and Clark 
shared with the common soldier in encountering every 
fatigue and braving every danger. Kenton, as usual, 
acted as a spy, and was eminently serviceable; but no 
incident occurred of sufficient importance to obtain a 
place in these sketches. 

From that time until the close of the Indian war in 
the West, Kenton was actively employed, generally in a 
frontier station, and occasionally in serious expeditions. 
He accompanied Edwards in his abortive expedition 
against the Indian towns in 1785, and shared in AVayne's 
decisive campaign of 1794. 
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McDonald, in his extended sketch of Kenton, informs 
US that he settled, about the year 1802, in Urbana, 
Champaign County, Ohio, remainiug there for some 
years; was elected a brigadier-general of the militia, 
and in 1810 became a member of the Methodist Church. 
In 1813, when Governor Shelby reached that place, at 
the head of tlie Kentucky troops, Kenton joined the 
army as a private (but a privileged member of the 
governor's military family), and was present at the 
glorious battle of the Moravian Town, where ended 
his military career. About 1820, he moved to the head 
of Mad River, in Logan County, Ohio, near to the site 
of Old Wapatomika (now Zanesville), where he died, 
in April, 1836, being nearly eighty-one years old. 

"General Kenton was of fan* complexion, six feet 
one inch in height. He stood and walked venr erect ; 
and, in the prime of life, weighed about one nundred 
and ninety. He was never inclined to be corpulent, al- 
though of sufficient size to form a graceful person. He 
had a soft, tremulous voice, very pleasing to the hearer, 
and laughing, gray eyes, which appeared to fascinate 
the beholder. He was a pleasant, good-humored, and 
obliging companion. When excited or provoked to 
anger (which was seldom the case) the fiery glance of 
his eye would almost curdle tlie blood of those with 
whom he came in contact In his dealings, he was per- 
fectly honest; his confidence in man, and his credulity 
were such, that the same man might cheat him twenty 
time:4, and, if he professed friendship, he might cheat 
him still." 

Such was Simon Kenton, to whose memory be it said, 
that, ** if a long life of hardy adventures — with a cour- 
age that never quailed at danger, and patriotism that 
never ceased its exertion in his country's cause — de- 
serves the title of illustrious, then stands the name of 
General Keutou in the first rank of worthies." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

AMONG the earliest and most respectable of the emi- 
grants to Kentucky, wus General Benjamin Logan. 
His father was an Irishman, who had left his own coun- 
try early in the eighteenth century, and settled in Penn- 
sylvania, from which he subsequently removed to Au- 
gusta County, Virginia. Here he shortly afterward died. 
Young Logan, as the eldest son, was entitled, by the 
laws of Virginia, to the whole of the landed property, 
(his father having died intestate). He refused, how- 
ever, to avail himself of this circumstance, and, as the 
farm upon which the family resided was too small to 
admit of a division, he caused it to be sold, and Uie 
money to ba distributed among his brothers and sisters, 
reserving a portion for his mother. At the age of twen- 
ty-one, he removed from Augusta County to the banks 
of the Holston, where, shortly afterward, he purchased 
a farm and married. 

In 1774 he accompanied Dun more in liis expedition, 
probably as a private. In 1775, he removed to Ken- 
tucky, and soon became particularly distinguished. His 
|>erson was striking and manly, his hair and complexion 
very dark, his eye keen and penetrating, his counte- 
nance grave, thoiiglitful, and expressive of a firmness, 
probity, and intelligence, which were eminently dis- 
played throujliout his life. His education was very 
imperfect, and confine 1, we believe, simply, to the arts 
of reading and writing. Having remained in Ken- 
tucky, in a very expased situation, until the spring of 
1776, he returned for his family, and brought them out 
to a small settlement, called Logan's Fort, not far from 
Harrodsburgh. The Indians durinsj this summer were 
60 numerous and daring in their excursions, that 
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xigan w-aa compelleil to remove his wife and fiiiaiiy 
liur safety to Harrodsbiirgh, while he himself reuiaineu 
|:mt hia cabins and cultivnied a crop of com. 

In the spring nf 1777, his wife returned to Lngan'a 
I Fort; and Bcverul settlers having joined him, he deter- 
^nined to maintain himself ibure ut all risk. His cour- 
I age waa soon \mt to the test. On the morning of the 
f twentieth of May, a few day^ after his wife had rejoined 
l*bim, ttie women were milkiirg the cnws at the gale of 
■ilhe litUe fort, and eome of iliegiirri^'on attending them, 
Y when a party of Indians upiM-arcd and lired ii^ion them. 

■ One man waa shot di?ad, and two more wnundtd, one 
Lof thern mortally. The whole |«rty, including one of 

■ the wounded men, instantly ran into the fort anil closed 
Ithe gate. The enemy qniikly showed themselves upon 
Mie edge of a canelinike, within close rifle-shot of tlie 
Ifste, and wemed numerous and determined. Having 
u moment's leisure to look B.round, they beheld a Epeo- 
[lade which awaliened the most lively interest and ciira- 

A man namel Harrison had been severely wounded, 
and alill lay ne»r the spot Mli'Vie he had fidlen, wilhiB 
full view buth of the garrison and the enemy. The 
poor fellow wa*. at intervals, endeavoring to cra«l in 
Ote direction nf the fort, and bad succeeded in reauh- 
jng n eluiier of bushes, which, however, were loo thin 
aiie!t«T his persun from the enemy. His wife and 
lily were in the fort, and in d<^«p ilisiress at his situ- 
ition. The enemy undoubtedly forehoro to fire upon 
iim, from the supposiiion that wime of the garrison 
would attempt to save him, in which cose they held 
themselves in readiness to tire ujion them from the onue- 
hrake. The case was a very trying one. It seemed 
imposi^ible to save him without sacrificing the lives of 
iieveral of the garrison, and their number already wer6 ■ 
iiir too few for an effectuul delense, having origiimlljf 1 
.amounted only la fifteen men, three of whom had a!U J 
"leady been put hor» de mmbiit. I 

Yet the spectacle was so moving, and the InmentA-J 
tion of hit family so distressing, that it seemeil eqmillrfl 
* iposeihle not to make an effort to relieve him 
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Logan endeavored to persuade some of his men to ac- 
company him in a sally, but so evident and appalling 
was the danger, that all at first refused; one Herculean 
fellow observing that he was a *' weakly man,^ and an- 
other declaring that he was sorry for Harrison, '' but 
that the skin was closer than the shirt** At length 
John Martin collected his courage, and declared nis 
willingness to accompany Logan, saying, that '' he could 
only die once, and that he was as rea^ now as he ever 
would Ik^." The two men opened the gate and started 
upon their forlorn expedition, Logan leading the way. 

They had not advanced five steps, when Harrison, 
perceiving them, made a vigorous effort to rise, upon 
which Martin, siipi>osing him able to help himself, im- 
mediately sprung back within the gate. Harrison's 
strength almost instantly failed, and he fell at full 
length upon the gras.rt. Logan paused a moment after 
tie «le^erti<m of Martin, then suddenly sprung forward 
to the spot where Harrison lay, rushing through a tre- 
mendous shower of rifle-balls whicli was poured upon 
him from every spot around the fort capable of cover- 
ing an Indian. St-izin;; the wounded man in his armr>, 
he ran with him to the fort, Uirough the same heavy 
fire, and entered it unhurt, although the gate and pick- 
eting near him were riddled with balls, and his hat and 
clothes pierced in several places. 

The fort w:is now vigorously assailed in the Indian 
manner, and as vigorously defended by the garrison. 
The women were all employed in molding bullets, 
while the men were constantly at their poc>ts. The 
weakness of the giirrison was not their only grievance. 
A distressing scarcity of ammunition prevaile<l, and no 
supply could be procured nearer than HoLston. But 
how was it to be obtained? The fort was closely block- 
aded, the Indians were swarming in the woods, and 
chances were sadly against the probability of the sale 
passage of any courier through so many dangers ! Un- 
der these circumstances, Logan determined to take the 
dangerous office upon himself. After encouraging the 
men as well as he could, with the prospect of a safe and 
speedy return, he took advantage of a dark night, and 
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|ernH]e<] Ihroiigh tlie Indiau eiiciuupiiient without dit-j| 

Shtiuning tlie onlinary route through Cumberland 
■Gap, he nrrived at HulstuD by by-patlia whic-h no whito 
Binun had yet iriijilen; through canebrukes and thick- 
tt'' ; ovpr Irenieiidous clifis and precijuccs, where (he 
'AevT coiihl »rarcrly obtain footing, and where no ves- 
tige iif any of ihe human family could be seen- Hav- 
hig obtniiied a supply of powder and lead, he retuniedj 
ptliroiigh the «aiiifi almost iDaccKSsIble paths to the fort^ ' 
'vbich he found still besieged, and now reduced to ex- 
tivmity. The stile relum of their leader inspired them 
with frt^h oiurage. and in a. ft^w days the appearance 
of Colonel Bowmau'a party compelled tlie ludlans to 

During the whole of this jtnd the nest year, the Iti- 
llJiHUs were esccedingiy troublesome. The Shawncea 
rticnliirly distingnislK^ tbeiu^clTes by the frequency 
md invefcrat.' nitlurt; of their incursions; and as their 
mpitiil, Chiilii'othe. was nitiitn striking distance, an ex- 
" ' 'US M't on foot against it in 17T9, in which 
ved a^s second in Command. Captain Jamts 
BnrnHl and .Ii-hii Bulger acrompunied the expedition; 
ibe foiroer of whom, i^hortly alterward, perished in a 
lonely ranihtL- ; and die latter waa killed at tlie Bluo 
Licks. Colonel Bowman commanded in chief. The 
detachment ain'iunh'd in one hundred and sixty men; 
consisted enliiely of vohinteers, accustumed to Indian 
warfare, and was well officered, but notso fortunate in 
' jto commnniler. 

I'hey lert Hamidshnrg in July, and took their pre- 
tiuinary niea-ures eo well, that they arrived within a 
lilo of Chillicothe, without giving the slightest alsrm 
to the euemy. Here tlie detachment halted at an early 
liour iu the iii>;ht, and, as usnid. sent out spies to ex- 
amine the condition nf the village. Before midnight 
they returned, and reported that the enemy remained 
nnapprised of their boing iu the neighborhood, and 
were in the most unmilitair security. The army was 
instantly put in motion. It was determined that IjO- 
in, with one-hitlf of the men, should turn to the left 
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and march half way around the town, while Bowman, 
at the he id of the remainder, should make a corre- 
sponding march lo the ri^ht; that both parties should 
proceed in silence, until tnej had met at the opposite 
extremity of the village, when, having thus completely 
encircled it, the attack was to commence. 

Logan, who was bravery himself, performed his part 
of the combined operation, with perfect order, and in 
profound silence; and having reached the designated 
spot, awaited with impatience the arrival of his com- 
mander. Hour ader hour stole away, but Bowman did 
not appear. At length daylight appeared. Logan, still 
expecting the arrival of his colonel, ordered the men to 
conceal themselves in the high grass, and await the ex- 
pected signal to attack. No orders, however, arrived. 
In the meantime, the men, in shifting about through the 

frass, alarmed an Indian dog, the only sentinel on duty, 
[e instantly began to bay loudly, and advanced in t^e 
direction of the man who had attracted his attention. 
Presently a solitary Indian lefl his cabin, and walked 
cautiously toward the party, halting frequently, rising 
upon tiptoes, and gazing around iiiin. 

Logan's party lay clo:*e, with the hope of taking him 
without giving the alarm ; but at that mstant a gun was 
fired in an opposite quarter of the town, as was after- 
ward ascertained, by one of Bowman's party, and the 
Indian, giving one shrill whoop, ran swiftly back to the 
council-house. Concealment was now impossible. Lo- 
gan's party instantly sprung up from tne grass, and 
rushed upon the village, not doubting for a moment 
that they would be gallantly supported. As they ad- 
vanced, they perceived Indians of all ages and of both 
sexes, running to the great cabin, near the center of the 
town, where they collected in full force and appeared de- 
termined upon an obstinate defense. Logan instantly 
took possession of the houses which had Wn deserted, 
and rapidly advancing from cabin to cabin, at length 
established his detachment within close rifle shot of the 
Indian redoubt. 

He now listened impatiently for the firing which 
should have been heard from the opposite extremity of 
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10 town, where lie supp<ised Bowman's party to be, but 
to his asUmisIitncui, every thing remaim-d quiet in tlmt 
qURrivr. In the riieantiwe his own jwsition hatl become 
critical. The Indians had recovtred firmi their panic, 
and kept up a close and heavy fire upun the cabins 
which covered hla men. He lind pnslied his detach- 
ment so close to the redoubt, that tliey could neither 
advance nor retreat without great exposure. The ene- 
my outnumbered him, and gave indications of a dispo- 
ciiitin 10 tura both flanks i>r his position and thus en- 
(Intigt^r bis retreat. 

Under these circumstances, ij^norant of the conditioR 
of his commander, and cut off from communicaiion with 
btm, he formed the bold and judicious resolution, to 
tnnke a moTxble breastwork of the planks which formed 
the floor of the cul>ins, and under cover of it, to rush 
npon the stronghold of the enemy and carry it by main 
fiirce. Had thifl gidlant determination been carried into 
effi-ct, and had the movement been promptly seconded, 
US it ought to have been by Bowman, the conflict would 
have been bloody, and the victory decisive. ?k[ost prob- 
nhlv not an Indian would have escaped, and the conster- 
nation which such signal vengeance would have spread 
throughout the Indian tribes, might have repressed their 
incunions for a cousidei-able time. But before the nec- 
CKAry steps could be taken, a messenger arrived from 
Bowman, with orders "to retreat 1 " 

Astonished at such an order, at a time when honoij 
uid safety required an offensive movement un theif^ 
pnrt, Logptn hastily a^ked if Bowman had been over- 
powered by the enemy? No I Had he ever beheld 
lin enemy S* No! WImt, then, was the cause of this 
exirnordmiiry abandonment of a design so pmsiier- 
ously begun? He did not know: the colonel bad 
ordcrwl a retreiit! IjOgan, however reluctantly, was 
compelled to oliey. A retreat is always a dispiriting 
movement, and, with militia, is almost certain to ter- 
minate in a complete rout. As soon as tlie men were 
informed of lbs order, a most irregular and tumul- 
tuous scene commenced. Not being Duoyed up by the 
mutual confidence which is the ofiapring of discipline^ 
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and which sustains regular soldiers under all circum- 
stances, they no longer acted in concert 

Each man selected the time, manner, and route of 
his retreat for himself. Here a solitary Kentuckian 
would start up from behind a stump, and scud away 
through the ^rass, dodging and turning to avoid the 
balls which whistled around him. There a dozen men 
would run from a cabin, and scatter in every direction, 
each anxious to save himself, and none having leisure 
to attend to their neighbors. The Indians, astonished 
at seeing men rout themselves in this manner, sallied 
out of their redoubts and pursued the stragglers, as 
sportsmen would cut up a scattered flock of wild geese. 
They soon united themselves to Bowman's party, who 
from some unaccountable panic of their commander, 
or fault in themselves, had stood stock still near the 
spot where Logan had left them the night before. 

All was confusion. Some cursed their colonel ; 
some reproached other officers ; one shouted one thing, 
one bellowed another; but all seemed to agree that 
they ought to make the best of their way home, with- 
out the loss of a moment's time. By great exertions 
on the part of Login, well seconded Tby Harrod, Bul- 

fer, and the late Maj. G. M. Bedinger, of the Blue 
acks, some degre3 of order was reistored, and a 
tolerably respectable retreat commenced. The Indians, 
however, soon surrounded them on all sides, and kept 
up a hot fire, which began to grow fatal. Colonel 
Bowman appeared quite bewildered, and sat upon his 
horse like a pillar of stone, neither giving an order, 
nor taking any measures to repel the enemy. The 
sound of the rifle-shots had, however, completely re- 
stored the men to their senses, and they readily formed 
in a large hollow square, took trees, and returned the 
fire with equal vivacity. The enemy was quickly re- 
pelled, and the troops recommenced their march. 

But scarcely had they advanced half a mile, when 
the Indians re-appeared, and again opened a fire upon 
the front, rear, and both flanks. Again a square was 
formed, and the enemy repelled ; but scarcely had the 
harass^ troops recommenced their march, when the 
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aume galling fire was opened upon them from every 
tree, bush, and stone capable of concealing an Indian. 
Matters now began to look serious. The enemy were 
evidently endeavoring to detain them, until fresh 
Indians could come up in sufficient force to compel 
them to lay down their arms. The men began to be 
unsteady, and the panic was rapidly spreading from 
the colonel to the privates. At this crisis, Logan, 
Harrod, Bedinger, etc., selected the boldest and best- 
mounted men, and dashing into tlie bushes on horse- 
back, scoured the woods in every direction, forcing the 
Indians from their coverts, and cutting down as many 
as they could overtake. 

This decisive step completely dispersed the enemy, 
and the weary and dispirited troops continued their 
retreat unmolested. They lost nine killed and a few 
others wounded. But the loss of reputation on the 
part of the colonel was incalculable, for, as usual, he 
was the scapegoat upon whose head the disgrace of the 
miscarriage was laid. No good reason has ever been 
assigned for the extraordinary failure of his own de- 
tachment ; and the subsequent panic which he displayed 
when harassed in the wood, affords room for suspicion 
that either the darkness of the night, or the cry of an 
owl (for he did not see the face of an enemy), had 
robl)cd the colonel of his usual presence of mind. 

It may be here remarked, that the propriety of com- 
bined operations with irregular troops, is at least 
doubtful. Different corps, moving by different routes 
upon the same point, are liable to miscarriage from so 
many causes, that the measure is scarcely ever attended 
witli success, unless when the troops are good, the 
officers intelligent and unanimous, and the ground per- 
fectly understood. The intervention of a creek, the 
ignorance of a guide, or the panio of an officer, as in 
the case of Bowman, may destroy the unity of the 
operation, and expose the detachment which has 
reached its stiition in proper time to be cut off. 

The signal failure of Washington at Germantown, 
may, in a great measure, be attributed to the com- 
plicated plan of attack, as the several divisions arrived 
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at different times, attacked without concert, and were 
beaten in detail. I can scarcely recollect a single in- 
stance, save the affair of Trenton, in which raw troops 
have succeeded by combined operations, and many mis- 
carriages in our own annals may be attributed to that 
circumstance. Logan returned to Kentucky with a 
reputation increas^, rather than diminished, by the 
failure of the expedition. His conduct was placed in 
glaring contnist to that of his unfortunate commander, 
and the praise of the one was in exact correspondence 
to the censure of the other. 

No other affair of consequence occurred until the. 
rash and disastrous battle of th^ Blue Licks, in which, 
as we have seen, Logan was unable to share. He 
seems to have remained quietly engaged in agricultural 
pursuits until the summer of 1788, when he conducted 
an expedition against the north-western ^ibes, which, 
as usual, terminated in burning their villages, and 
cutting up their corn-fields ; serving to irritate, but not 
to subdue the enemy. A single incident attending this 
expedition, deserves to be commemorated. Upon 
approaching a large village of the Sliawnees, from 
which, as usual, most of the inhabitauts had fiecl, an 
old chief, named Moluntha, came out to meet them, 
fantastically dresse<l in an old cocked hat, set jauntily 
upon one side of his head, and a fine shawl thrown 
over his shouldei*s. He carried an enormous pipe in 
one hand, and a tobacco pouch in the other, and 
strutted out with the air of an old French beau to 
smoke the pipe of peace with his enemies, whom he 
found himself unable t<3 meet in the field. 

Nothing could be more striking than the fearless con- 
fidence with which he walked through the foremost 
ranks of the Kentuckians, evitlently highly pleased 
with his own appearance, and enjoying the admiration 
which he doubted not that his cocked hat and splendid 
shawl inspired. Many of the Kentuckians were highly 
amused at the mixture of dand}ism and gallantry 
which the poor old man exhibited, and «hook hands 
with him very cordially. Unfortunately, however, he 
at length approached Major McGary, whose temper, 
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never parlJciilnrly sweet, was as mucli inflamed by the 
eight of an IiidiHn, as that uf a wild bull by the 
vrnviiiK of a red Sag. It happened, untbrtuuately, too, 
that Muluntlia had been one uf the chiefs who comraan- 
dcd at itii> Blue Licks, a disaster which McGary bad not 
yet forgnilen. 

Instead (if giving his band as the others had done, 
McGary scowled upon the old man, and asked him if 
"lie recollected the Blue Licks?" Moluntlia smiled, 
and merely repeated the word " Blue Licks I " when 
HcGar? instantly drew bJa tomabawk, and cleft bim 
to the uriun. The old man received tbo blow without 
flriiching for a sccnttd, and fell dead at the feet of bis 
d««troyer. Great excitement instantly prevailed in the 
army. Some called it a ruthless muriJer; and others 
Kwiire that he had done right; that an Indian was not 
lo be ro^ded as n human being, but ought to be shot 
down as a wnlf wltenever and wherever he appeared. 
Ut-Gary himself raved like a madman at the reproach 
of his countrymen, and declared, with many, bitter 
oaths, that h» would not only kill every Indian whom 
he met, whether in peace or war, at cburcb or market, 
but that he would e<)ually as readily tomahawk the 
nan who blumed him for the act. 

Nothing eli'e, worlliy of being mentioned, occurred 
during tlio expedition, and Logan, upon his return, 
duvoted himself exclusively to tlie civil n0airs of the 
eonutry, which about his time began to a»jume an im- 
|)orUint aspect. 

Tlie reatler who is desirous of understanding the 
gradations by which, from a simple society of woods- 
inen, Kentucky became transformed into a boiling 
vortex of poiitiial fury, intrigue, and dissension, wiU 
do well to consult Mr. Marshall's history, which, 
although possa-sing some peculiarities of opinion, and 
booca^uual eccentricities of style, will be fnuud to con- 
K strong, clear, and sagacious view of the politi 
kwhicb succeeded the peace of 1763. 
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CHAPTER V. 

DURING the whole of the Revoliitionnry war, the 
Indians had been extremely troublesome to the 
back counties of Pennsylvania and Virginia, particu- 
larly to those of Washington, Yougliiogheny, and 
Westmoreland. In the early part of the year 1782, 
however, these irregular excursions became so galling 
that an expe<iition was concerted again.'^t the Wyamhitt 
village, lying upi)n the waters of the Sandusky. Great 
exertions were made to procure volunteers. Every 
man who should equip himself with a horse and rifle, 
was to be exempted fnim two tours of militia duty; 
and any los.'«, either of arms or horses, was to be re- 
paired out of the plunder of the Indian towns. The 
volunteers were to rendezvous on the twentieth of M:iy, 
at an old Mingo village, on the western shore of the 
Ohio, about forty miles above Fort Pitt, and the un- 
fortunate Colonel William Crawford was unaui- 
monsly selecte*! as the leader of the expedition. 

On the appointed day, four hundred and fifty 
mounted volunteers assembled at the Mingo village, 
and impatiently awaited the arrival of their colonel. 
Crawford instantly accepted the appointment, which 
had been so unanimously pressed npon him, and a few 
days before the day of rendezvous, passed through 
Pittsburgh, on his way to the app(»int<.>d place. He 
there prevailed up<m Dr. Knight to accompany the 
detachment as surgeon, and having proNaded such med- 
ical stores as were likely to be useful on the expedition, 
he loit no time iu putting himself at the head of the 
troops. 

On Saturday, the twenty-fifth of May; the little 
army commenced its march, striking at once into a 
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patMeas wild^nms, and directing their cottrae d^ 
west. On tlie fuurih day, thej liulleil at tliu ruii 
i>ld Moravinn town, abriUl sixty miles Inin 

I Ohio, where a iVw of the volmil«ew gave a eample of 
the discipline which was to be expecied from the pLrtj, 
hv abandoning the detachment and returning home. 
The m;iin body, hnwever, still seemed eager tii pm 
Cnte the expedition, and the march was cimtinue't 
TiiDibated spirit. On the tnoming of the ihirt 
Jltjof Bninton mid Cajitain Bean, being a few hui 
drcd yards in advance of the iroups, ob:-erved t 
diaiis skulking throiif;h the wnoils, apparently oi'serv- 
ing the nioiii>ii!> of the detachment. They instAntty 
firwl npon them, but without success. Secrecy now 
being out nf the qnestion, It iinly remained to press 
f'lrwanl with all praciicalile dispatch, and afiiird the 
enemy as little lime for pr«parati<in as possible. As 
the wilderness bi-giin to deepen ar»nnil them, and t* 
critical mnmi'iit nppmached in which their 
would be trird, it beiame evident that the ardor of d 
men WM tonjidernbly cooled. 
On ihc eleventh day of their march, they reached 
bthe ep"l where the lown of Sanilusky had formerly 
^Stooil, bnt from which the Indians had Intety removed 
t sp-it ahi.ut eight-'en miles below. Heie the dc- 
' tachmeiU hnlteil. and here the insnbordinntc spirit of 
the army first displayed it>e)l'. They insi.'tt-d upon re- 
turning home, alleging the lired condition of their 
I horses, and the fiict, that their provisions were likely 
anon to be cxhaitsted. The othcers, yielding to the 
wiidicA of their eontlitufnlg (Cor the troups had elected 
their own ofEi-ers), deleimitieii, in council, that they 
Would cntinne their march fi)r one day longer, and, I" 
no Inilians apiienred. they would then return hora 
Wh»t other resutte than these which we are now abc 
to record conid have been anticipated from such offiot 
and such men ? 
Jitst as the council broke up, a single light-horfems^ 
belonging to the advanced ^uard rode iu at a giillop 
'ing that a large body of Indians were forraM 
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I few miles in advance, and seemfll 
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determined to arrest the farther progress of the invad- 
ers, lostaut preparations were made for bat:le. The 
troops, notwitlisUinding their previous murmurs* ad- 
vanceil with alacrity, and soon came up with the light- 
horsemen, who were slowly retiring within view of the 
enemy. The country was generally open, and well 
adaptel to the operations of cavalry. Here and there 
a thin copse of woodland appeared, genenilly free from 
under^^rowth, and giving to each party a full view of 
their enemy's movements. The Indians had partially 
ohtained possession of one of these copses, aithougU 
their full force had not yet come up. 

The importance of seizing the wc^od was instantly 
seen, and Crawford hastily ordered his men to di;s- 
monnt, tie th<'ir horses, and force the enemy from 
their position before their reinforcements could arrive. 
Th s judicious order wa«» promptly and effectually 
obeyed. Both flanks of the Indian posiiitm were ini- 
mediately turned, and a rapid and threatening move- 
ment upon t'.ieir front quickly compelled them to give 
way. Crawford now took posse>sion of the wood, but 
scarcely had he done so, wnen the main body of the 
enemy hurried up U^ the assistance of their van, and 
outflanking Crawford in turn, opened a heavy and 
galling fire upon his men, from which they found it 
very difficult to obtain proper shelter. 

The action now became sharp and serious ; Crawford 
maintaining his ground, and the enemy (who were 
hourly increasing in number) making the most stren- 
uous efforts to regain the wood. From four in the 
evening until dusk, the firing was very heavy, and 
the loss considenibie. During the whole of this time, 
scarcely an Indian was visible, unless fiir a moment, 
when shiftinjif his position. Their number could oidy 
be ascertained from the many wreaths of smoke, which 
arose from every bush, tree, or tuft of gra^s within 
view. At night the enemy drew off, and Crawford's 
party slept upon their arms on the field of battle. 

On the next day the attack was renewed, but at a 
more respectful distance. The Indians had apparently 
sustained some loss on the close firing of the preceding 
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evGning, and ceemeil now detcrminei) to await tlie nr- 
rivttl nf oditidumil reiiiforuemeutR. Ot'cnsiunal shots 
were fireil through the Any <m Wh sules, but without 
tnuch injury to eJther. As soon as it was dark, the 

' fieM uffici'rsaaiieinbltHi in CDunril; and, as the numljers 

\ of ihe euerny were evidently increasing every iiioinent, 
it wa* uiiaiiiniou.<Jy d.lernimed to retreat hy ni^ht, as 
rapidly as was cunsisteiit with unler, and the preser- 
VBlion oT the wounded. The resolutiou wiis quickly 
aiinouiieed to the trtnips. and the uecessary dl'positiims 
made fir carrying it into effect. The iiiii|iti!-t3 were 

I Btlenlly withdrawn Croin the vicinity of the enemy, and 
fa.-t as (hey oatne in, tl)e troops were formed 

I janilM liiieii, with the wounded lionie upon biers, ia 
the center. By nine o'clock at night, all necei'sary 
ran^teinentj hail been made, and the retreat begna 
good iir<ler. 

Unforimiutely, they had fcarcely moved a hiiii'li 
poct-B, whi-n the r-'port of tevera! rifles were heard 
ihti rear, in llie direciion tit' the Indian encRra|unent. 
The tnmp soon became very unsteady At lenglh, a 
mlitiiry vuii-e, in the front mnk, called out thai Ihe^ 
doiign was disLOVered, and that the hidians would 
be upon them. Nothing more was nececi-Bry. 
cavalry were instantly broken ; and, as usual, each 
Bndciivorrd tn save himself as he best conld. A [ 
d'gii'Us upnxu- ensued, which {(uickly conimuidialod 
the enemy, that the while men had routpd thcmxeh 
Rnd ibnt thev had notliing to do hut pick up »tra^li 
The niisiTable wounded, U'ltwitlistniiding the pie 
cries with which they supplicated to be taken 
tliem, were alHiTidnaed to tlie mercy of the enemy 
Boon put iiuL of pain. _ 

Dr. Knight, llie surm^n of the detachment, was \n 
the rear when tlie fliglit comrnenced, hut seeing the 
neceasity of dispatch, he put spurs to his hor^e and 
gT|!l.,ped thniugh the wood as fast as the dnrkne.°9 
of the night wnuld |>erniil. He had n»t advanced 
niDre ihiin three hurnlnd ynrda. when he heanl tho 
voice of Colonel Ciawfonl. a slmrt dislanco in front, 
calling aloud for bis sou John Crawford, b: 
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Major Harrison, and his two nephews, Major Rose and 
William Crawford. Dr. Kuiglit replied, in the same 
loud tone, that he believed the young men were in 
front. "Is that you, doctor?" a<ked Crawford, ea- 
gerly ; for no features could be recognized in the dark- 
ness. '* Yes, Colonel I I am the hindmost man, 1 be- 
lieve!" "No, no!" replied Crawford, anxiously, 
'* my son is in the rear yet : I have not been able to 
hear of him in front! Do not leave me, doctor, my 
horse has almost given out; I can not keep up wiih 
the troops, and wi^h a few of my best fiieuds to stay 
with me." 

Knight assured him that he might rejy upon his sup- 
port in any extremity, ami drew up his hor^^e by' his 
aide. Cohmel Crawford still remained upon the ^ame 
spot, calling loudly for his son, until the last straggler 
had passed. He then, in strong language, reprobated 
the conduct of the militia in bri'aking their ranks and 
abandoning the wounded, but quickly returned to the 
subject of his son, and appeared de.^ply agitated at the 
uncertainly of his fate. Perceiving, however, that 
further delay must terminate in death or captivity, the 
part)' set spurs to their horses and followed the route 
of the troops. Presently an old man and a lad joined 
them. Crawford eagerly asked if they had seen his son 
or nephews? They assured him that they had not, 
upon which he sighed deeply, but made no reply. 

At this instiuit a heavy fire was heard at the distance 
of a mile in front, accompanied by yells screams, and 
all the usu.il attendants of battle. Not a <loubt was 
entertaine I that the Indians had intercepted the retreat 
of the main b )dy, and were now enprage*! with them. 
Having lost all confidence in his men, Crawford did 
not choose to unite his fortune to theirs, and changed 
his course to the northward, in such a manner as to 
leave the combatants upon the right. He continued 
in this direction for nearly an hour, until he supposed 
himself out of the immediate line of the enemy's opera- 
tions, whi-n he again changed his course to the east- 
ward, moving as rapidly as jmssible, with an interval 
of twenty paces between them, and steadily regulating 
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I tlmr route by Ihe north star. The bny who accoropap 
nivd ihcDi wws brisk iind active; but (Ae old man con- 
jgrii beliijid. nnd as constantly shouted aloud 
for ih'em to wait tiir him. They often remonstrated 
witli him on tiie iro|)ropriety of making so much noise 
at a lime wheu all ilieir lives drpemled upon secrecy 
and celerity, and he reiKOtedly promised to do eo no 
more. 

At length, upon crossing Sandusky Creek, the old 
man fiuiid liim.-cif once more cODsiilerally m the rear, 
and once more siiimled aloud for them to wait until 
he could ciinie up. Before they could reply, a halloo 
was heard in tl>e rear of their left, snd apparently not 
mure than one hnmlrcd puces from the spot where the 
old msn sioiii. Sup|'0>ing it to lie the cry of an In- 
diim, they remained ^till and silent fur several minutes, 
lookinj; keenly urnund them in the expectation of be- 
holding (in enemy. Every thing, ho«ever, conliiiued 
eilent. The old man wus heard no more; and whether 
h« eKuiped, or was killed, could never be ascertained. 
The piirtv conlinuii) their flight until daybreak, when 
Colonel Crawford's hoise, and that of the boy, sunk 
under their rider< and uere abandoned. 

Continuing their juurney on foot, they quickly fell in 
with C.iptuin Bigg", an expert woodsman and gallant 
officer, who, in the univen^al scattering, had generously 
bniuglil off a wounded officer — Lieutenant Ashley — 
lipim hJB own horse, and was now compo'*dly walking 
by Ilia ^ide, with a rifle in his hand and a knapsack 
upon his shonldir^ This casual meeting wns gratify- 
ina to both parries, and they coutinueil their jimrney 
with renewed spiiita. At three o'clock in the aAernoon 
a heavy rain 1^11. ttnd comp>-llcd them to encamp. A 
tenipuTttry i-helb^r wns quickly formed by barking sev- 
eral tri'ea. after the manner of the Indians, and spread- 
in2 thi! bark over pules, so as to form a roof. A fire 
was tlien kindled, nnd liie rain continued to pour down 
in tiirtvnta. They remained here through the night 
witliuut any accident. 

Continuing their route on the following morning, at 
the dislaoce of tttree miles from the camp, they Ibimd 
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a deer which had receutlj been killed and skinned. 
The meat was neatly sliced and bundled up in the skin — 
and a tomahawk lay near — ^giviug room for suspicion 
that Indians were iu the neighborhood. As the whole 
party had fasted for thirty-six hours, this was a very 
acceptable treat; and, lifting the skin, with the meat 
inclosed, from the ground, they carried it with them 
until they had leisure to cook it. Having advanced a 
mile furtner, they observed a smoke in the woods before 
them. The party instiintly halted, >vhile Colonel Craw- 
ford and Dr. Knight advanced to reconnoiter. 

Cautiously approaching the fire, they found it burn- 
ing brightly, but abandoned, from which they inferred 
that a party had encamped there the preceding night, 
and ha!d retired a few minutes before their approach. 
Having carefully examined the bushes around, and dis- 
covered no Indian sign, they directed their friends in 
the rear to come up, and quickly set about preparing 
breakfast. In a few minutes they observed a white man 
skulking in the rear, examining the trail, and apparently 
very shy of ai)proaching them. Calling out to him in 
a friendly tone, they invited him to approach without 
fear, assuring him that they were countrymen and friends. 
The man instantly complied, and informed them that 
• he had killed the deer which they were cooking, but 
hearing them approach, he had taken them for enemies, 
and had fled into the bushes for concealment. 

Highly pleased at this further accesMon to their 
strength, the party breakfasted heartily upon the deer, 
and continued their march. By noon, they had reached 
the path by which the army had marched a few days 
before in their advance upon the Indian towns, and 
some discussion took place as to the propr icty of taking 
that road homeward. Bi^jjs and the doctor strenuously 
insisted upon continuing their course through the woods, 
and avoiding all paths; but Crawford overruled them, 
assuring them that the Indians would not urpe the 
pursuit beyond the plains, which were already far be- 
hind. Unfortunately, the colonel prevailed; and, aban- 
doning their due ea<tem course, the party f)ursued the 
beaten path. Crawford and Knight moved one hundred 
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md fifty Tanle in front, Bi|rg3 nii'I V\s woujj(]ciI fiJend 
BAehlc^ were in llic center, buihiiti linrscbuck, ihe doctor 
* iviiig leiit Bi)rgs Ilia horse, and tliu two men uu foot 
rmight up the reiir. 

Tliey E»o» liud recuon to repent tlieii 

(Scarc-djrliad tliey adTUiited a ndli; nhin several Indii 

iprnng up nitliin twenty vards I'f Knif^lit nnd C'l 

ford, presented their cung, aud in ^avA English 

[ Uicin tu stop. Knight instautlv »))rimg behind a large 

f bittck-ouk, ei)ck(.-d his eun, and Wgiin to take aim al tlie 

furumi>«t. Cra«ford, Tiowever, did not attempt to con- 

ceni himself; hut, calling huBtily to Knight, ordered 

him twice not Id fire. IntiEantly, the Indian at wlium 

Knight had taken aim, ran up tu the colonel with every 

duniunstration of IVIendsliip, Eliook his hand cordially, 

-and aeked huw he did. Knight still maintaining a 

I koctile attitude behind the tree, Crawford called to him 

I- Sgftiu, and ordt-reil him to put down his gun, nhich the 

I doctor very reluctanily obeyed. 

I B<^3 BBd Ashley, seeing the condition of their friend?, 
k taltdl; while the two men in the rear veiy prudently 
I tnok to their heels and escaped. One of the Indiana 
I then told Crawford to order Biggs to come up and ^ur- 
I tender or they voitld kill him. Tiie colonel tomplied ; 
I but Biggs, feeling no inclination to obey his commander 
I in ibe present instance, very coolly cocked \ik rifle, took 
I deliberate iiiin at one of tlic Indian^', and fired, ollhotlj^ 
I iHthout effect. He and A.=hley then put fpurs to llisH 
I horMsa and f'»r the time i'»!a[>ed. The two prlsonajM 
I vere then token to the Indian lamp, which etood wilhfl 
I A (i.-w niitfti of the place tihcre they were taken; nBcH 
Ion the next evening, liye Uelatvareii came in with td 
I acalps nnd horses of Biggs and Ashley, who it appeard 
I bad retumod to the road, iiud were intercepted a fefl 
I Biilcs further on. ■ 

I On tlie follouing morning, the tenth of June, Crftlfl 
lfi}rd nnd Knifihi, tc^'tthcr with nine nji>re prisonenfl 
I vera Gondui'led hy their caotois, seventeen in niimhen 
I to the old town of t^andiflcv. abixit ihirty-threc mil|3 
|di(>tunt. The main body halted at niglit wilhin rtf« 
rsoiles of the village; hut u Colonel Crawford vs^vtmM 
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great anxiety to speak with Simon Girtj, who was then 
at Saudu:^ky, he was permitted to go on that eveuing, 
under the care of two Indians. On Tuesday morning, 
the eleventh of June, Colonel Crawford was brought 
back from Sandusky, on purpos^e to march into town 
with the other prisoners. Knight eagerly accosted him 
and a:$ked if he had seen Girty. 

The colonel replied in the affirmative; and added 
that Girty had promised to use his utmost influence for 
his (the coloner^) safety, but was fearful of the couse- 
queni-es, as the Indians generally, and |)articularlv 
Captain Pi|>e, one of the Delaware chiefs, were much 
incensed against the prisoners, and were endeavoring to 
have them all burned. The colonel added that he had 
heard of his son-in-iaw, Colonel Harrison, and his 
nephew, William Crawford, both of whom had been 
taKen by the Shawnees and admitted to mercy. Shortly 
after this communication, their capital enemy. Captain 
Pipe, appeared. His appearance was by no means nn- 
preposses>in;^, and he exiiibiied none of the ferocity 
which Knight, from Girty's account, had been led to 
expect. 

On the contrary, his manners were bland and his 
languajje flattering. But one oinini)us circum-tance 
attended his visit: with his own hand, he paitUed every 
prisoner black! While in the act of painting the doctor, 
he was as polite as a French valet, assuring him that 
he should :*oon go to the Shawnee town and see his 
friends; and while painting the colonel, he tohi him 
that his head should be shaved, i. e., he should be 
adopted, as soon as he arrived at the Wyandott town. 
As soon as the prisoners were painted, they were con- 
ducted towani the town, Captain Pipe walking by the 
si<le of Crawford, and treating him with the utmost 
kinilness; while the other prisoners, with the exception 
of Dr. Knight, were pushed on ahead of him. 

As they advanced, they were shocked at observing the 
bodies of four of their friends, who had just left them, 
lying near the path, tomalmwked and scalped, with an 
interval of nearly a mile between each. They had ev- 
idently perished in running the gauntlet This spectacle 
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8 regnTtTed as a snd presage of tlieir own fate. In ■ 
llhoniinietbey overlook the Hvc jirisoneis uho remaiueJ 
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were si'uteil i 



^led. 



1 tlie 



groui 



id, and 



aiiiwar 



iilj- seventy »qunw8 and Indian 



'urrounded them, meiiai.iii_ 

oinalmwks, and exiiaustiug u^hiii ihem every abusive 

Ipiiliet wliicb their liiii>:uage atTurded. C'rauforii and 

Knight were cuiii|iellfd U> sit dnwn njiart from the rest; 

W'd imtiieili&tely alWrward, the doL-lor was given to a 

IhKnixe warrior, to be cuniiucied to iLeir town, wbile 

;i>l()nd remained b tali- 1 nary. 

Tbe hoys and squads then lell upon t1ie other pris- 

R'etiers and lJ>niabaH'kcd them in n moment. Among 

T tliem was CapEuin McKiiiley, who had served with rop- 

Luulion throughout thv. Kevolutionary war until the CH[h 

I'ture of ConiwallL-. An old withei^ hag Hpproaelu " 

Him, brandishing a long knife, and, ttei^ing liim hy tl^ 

^Imir, inrfiinily cut oif hi^ liead and liicked it near t\A 

(pot where C'mwlord eat iji iii..mentary expectation of« 

Mrnilar fute. Annth<T distiny, however, was i-e--erv<| 

f.ir him. AfliT having euffiiienily exliaueted their 

npi.n the liftless bodies of the live prieHuiere, the who! 

Kjmrty vlaited up, and, driving Crawford helbte then 

^Tliirchfd loWiiril the village. 

Pri>seiitly, Uiriyappearefi on horseback, coming fi 
^andu.'-kv- He slopiied tor a few mmnenia and B|ioi 
to Crawtord. then pa^Mng lo the rear of the party, ad- 
Mre'aed Kni^iht "!.■< this the doctor?" inquii-ed be, 
^iviih an in!<ulting «mi)e. " Yes! Mr. Girty, 1 am ghid 
«you!" replied poor Knight, advancing toward liim 
L tnil anxiously extending Ina liatid. But Giriy cui'sr* 
I hini in a siivage tone, oidi-red him (o he gone, and I 
Vto eti|>puee tliiiL he would ^ive his hand to such a — 
\ nscuL Upiin ihi^ tiie Shawnee warrior who had lil^ 
kin custoily, dragged him ah>ng by a rope. Giriy £ 
I luwi>d AH hiinwbiK.'k, and informed him. that he was \ 
\ fn m Chillicothe. Pie.aenll_v ihey came to a ."pol h 
[tlwrft WHS a liirgf fire, arnnnd «hieh about ihiny 
id more lliaii dnuhlo tliat numlier of hoya 
[ BquaW)>, wci« colL-ct-d. 

Aa Bwu as tbe colouel arrived, they surrounded h 
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stripped him naked, and compelled him to sit on the 

f round near the fire. They then fell upon him and 
eat him severely with sticks and their fists. In a few 
minute:} a large stake was fixed in the ground, and 
piles of hickory poles, rather thicker than a man's 
thumb, and about twelve feet in length, were spread 
around it. Colouel Crawford's hands were then tied 
behind his back; a strong rope was produced, one end 
of which was fastened to the ligature between his wriats 
and the other tied to the bottom of the stake. The rope 
was long enough to permit him to walk around the stake 
several times and theu return. Fire was then applied 
to the hickory pole^, which lay in piles at the distance 
of six or seven yards from the stake. 

The colonel, observing these terrible preparatrons, 
called to Girty. who sat on horseback, at the distance 
of a few yards from the fire, and asked if the Indians 
were going to burn him. Girty very coolly replied in 
the affirmative. The colonel heard the inteili<rence with 
firmne-s, merely observing that he would bear it with 
fortitu le. When the hickory poles had been burnt 
asunder in the middle, Captain Pipe arose and addre.-'sed 
the crowd, in a tone of great energy, and with animated 
gestures, pointing frequently to the colonel, who regarded 
him wiih an appearance of unruffled composure. As 
soon as he hail ended, a loud whoop burst from the as- 
sembled throng, and they all rushed at once upon the 
unfortunate Crawford. For several seconds the crowd 
was so great around him, that Knight could not see what 
thev were doing; but in a short time they had di^^persed 
suffi iently to give him a view of the colonel. 

His ears had been cut oft* and the blood was stream- 
ing down each side of his face. A terrible scene of tor- 
ture now commenced. The warriors shot charges of 
powd.r into his naked body, commencing with the calves 
of his legs and continuing to his neck. The boys 
snatched the burning hickory poles and aj)plie<l them 
to his flesh. As fast as he ran arountl the stake to 
avoid one party of tormentors, he was promptlv met at 
every turn by others, with burning poles, red-hot irons, 
and rifles loaded with powder only ; so that iu a few 



WILLIAM CBAWFOBD. 



19 



Tnlniites nearly one hundred charpea of pnwder hnd 
breii shot into his bo<ly, wlilch luid Ivecome bluck ami 
blistcn-d in adrcadtnl manner. TheHjnaws would take 
up a i^uantity of ooiils un<l hot ashes, and throw them 

I tiiKin hia UkIv, m) llmt in a few minutes he hud nolliiiig 

\ but liru to wiilk utKin. 

In the extreniiiy uf his agony, Ihe unhnppy colonel 

I «all«d aloud upoti Giny, in Uiuks which rung tlirouj:h 

1 Kuiglit's bniiu with ma-Idening cff.ct: "Girty! Girlyl 
hoiit iii« through the heart! Quick I quickl Du not 



"Dou't yoii see I have no gun, colonel?" 
, IiurKtiijg into a loud laugh, and 



I 

I 

I 



ah- 

refb.-e me ! ' 

Kpli«d the monster. 

■hen, turning tu an Indian beside him, he iitieied eoiue 

brutal jests u|ioii the naked and mi-eritble appearance 

of the piis"ner. While lliis aivttil scene wjis beiii| 

enacted, (iirty mde up i» ilie spot where Dr. Kni^ 

Mood, and tiifd him tliat he now na<i a furGtusieofwlM] 

wufl in rewrve for him at the Shawnee lowns. He ewaf 

Uiat lie need not ex])eit to escape death, but should si 

fer it in all llie exli^miiy of loriuie! 

Knight, whose mind wa.^ deeply ngitaled at the s^ 
of the fearful scene before hun, took no notiue ofGlrlj 
but preserved an im|ieiietrHble silence. Girly, 
coldly contemplating ihe colonel's sutieHngs for a fJ 
moments, turned again lo Knight, and indnlgeil in 1 
bitrer iiiveciiri; against a certain Colonel GibKin, frolB 
whom, he said, he had received deep injury, and dwelt 
upon the deligiit with which he would see him under^-o 
8uch tnnun» U8 those whicli Ci-awfoid wiis tliou euffer- 
lue. He oWtvmI, in a launting tone, ihat most of the 
ivrisoncn had said that the while iwiiple would not in- 
ijnre him. If the chance of war «a5 to throw liim iulo 
thrir power; lititthat, for his own pari, he should behiath 
lotry thfex[N>riment. "1 tliink,"addeil he, uiihalau^h, 
"thiit thfy would Majit me alive wiili more pleasure 
thnn tho;e red fellows are now broiling the cohinetl 
Whfit is jiHir «]iinion, dooior? Do you think ihej^ 
irould be glad lo see me?" Still Knight made ii 
•wcr, and in "a few minutes Girty rejoined the Indini 

The terrihte HM-ne hod now lasted more thnn t^ 
tours, and Cniwford had become much exhaut^ted. 
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walked slowly around the stake, spoke in a low tone, 
and earnestly besought God to look with comp&jsiuii 
upon him, and pardtin his sins. His nerves had lost 
much of their sensibility, and he no longer shrank fi*om 
the firebrands with which they incessantly touched him. 
At length he sank in a fainting fit upon his face, and 
Liy motionless. Instantly an Indian sprang upon his 
back, knelt lightly upon one knee, made a circular in- 
cision with his knife upon the crown of his head, and, 
clapping the knife between his teeth, tore the scalp off 
with both handd. Scarcely had this been done, when s 
withered hai^ approached with a board full of burning 
embers, and poured them upon the crown of his head^ 
now laid bare to the bone. The colonel groaned deeply, 
arose, and again walked slowly around the stake. But 
why conliiiue a description so horrible? Nature at 
length could endure no more, and at a late hour in the 
ni^ht he was released by death from the hands of hb 
tormentors. 

At sunset Dr. Knight was removed from the ground, 
and taken to the house of Captain Pipe, where, after 
having been securely bound, he was permitted to sleep 
unmolested. On the next morning, the Indian fellow 
to whose care he had been committed unbound him, 
again paintv'd him black, and told him he must instantly 
march off* for the ShawMiee village. The doctor was a 
small, weak man, and had sunk much under the hard- 
ship to which he had been exposed ; and this, probably, 
was the cause of his having been committed, unl>ound, 
to the guardianship of a single Indian. They quickly 
left San<lnsky, an«l in a few minutes passed by the spot 
where Crawford had been tortured. His flesh had been 
entirely consumed, and his bones, half burnt and black- 
ened by the fire, lay scattered around the stake. The 
Indian fellow who guarded him uttered the scalp halloo 
as he p:vs;ied the spot, and insultingly told Knight that 
** these were the bones of his Big Captain!" Knight 
was on foot, the Indian mounted on a pony and well 
armed ; yet the doctor determined to effect his escape, or 
compel his enemy to shoot him dead upon the spot. 

The awful torture which Crawford had undergone had 
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\ « deep impre»ioii upon his mind. The savage intli 

kiion of Giriy was not forgotten, and lie rPf,'anierf 

nth hj sliDoting aa & luxury eitnipiired uith the pro 

wrted agony of the stake. Anxious, however, lo lull 

e fiuspicious temper of the ladian, who fip[>eared Ui be 

atremely vigilant, he spoke to him in a Lhecrful. oiu- 

klent ti<ae, and pretended to be entirely igniimnt of lhs_ 

hie which awaited him at the Shawnte towi 

Bfcund the fellow verr sociable, and apparently nsslmpM 

Im he oonid wii-h. Upon lii» asking it ihey »ere not tl 

i live lo(ieliit-r in the same mbin like brotbt r?, a» soon a 

I tbey aTrive<l at the end of their jotirnev, the Imiian 

laeemed pltii-e<i, and replied, "Ye.-." tie then asked 

P the doctor if he cuuld make a wi^'waiii. The doctor 

IwMlr averted that he was a caiiital workmnn in wood/] 

aod cnuhl biiiJd a, wigwam to which iheir ni>>st t'piici' 

eounci I- houses were mrre hovels. This assertion ( 

deuily el<-vaied him in the Indian's e-ttem, and th^ 

coniiiiuid ro chiit in a very friendly manner, eiich prow 

sbly thinking ihnt he had made a dnpe of the oilier. 

After traveling nln.ut twenty-five miles ihey en< 
for the night, when Knight permitted himsilf lo t 
Hind. The Ittdinn then infurmed him that they wouldl 
Mch ihe Shawnee vilhige about the middle of the nen 
lay, and se<-med to compose hiniEelt to rest. KnighH 
Itly aiti^inpted lo untie himself, but wa" as 
LL-trnted by the mcesaant vigilance of the Indian, ^ 
kik eyea wtre rolling around him throughout the i 
lai^ht. At daylight the Indian iirose ami unlKiiind hii 
"prisoner, «ho in-lantly determined lo atiempt un er-cniifl ~ 
without further dvlay. His conductor did not inimrdi- 
alely leave ihe sCHit^ but began to rekindle thoir fire, 
which had burned low, and employed himscll' drligently 
1 giving battle to the myriads of fiDuts thai Bwarnied 
Karound him and fastened upon h<4 naked body with hi^h 
I Klish. Knight, seeing him rub his back with great en- 
Fergy, mutiering petulantly in Ihe Indian tongue, asked 
I if he should make a smoke behind him, in ordir to dri ' 
I ti>e gnata away. 
I The Indian told him to do so, and Knight, &risiB| 
(from his »cat, took the end of n dogwood fbrk, bIkh 
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eighteen inches in length, and, putting a coal of fire be- 
tween it and another stick, went behind the Indian as 
if to kindle a fire. Gently laying down the coal, he 
pau-ed a moment to collect his strength, and then struck 
the Indian a furious blow upon the back of the head 
with the dogwood stick. The fellow stumbled forward, 
and fell wiih his hands in the fire ; but, instantly riding 
again, ran ofi* with great rapidity, howling most dis- 
mally. Knight instantly seized the rifie which his enemy 
had abandoned, and pursued him, intending to shoot 
him dead on the spot, and thus prevent pursuit; but, 
in drawing back the cook of the gun too violently, he 
injured it so much that it would not go off, and the In- 
dian, frightened out of his wits, and leaping and dodg- 
ing with the activity of a wild cat, at length effected mis 
escape. 

On the same day, about noon, as Knight afterward 
learned from a prisoner who effected his escape, the In- 
dian arrived at the Shawnee village, with his head 
dreadfully cut, and his legs torn by the briers. He 
proved to be a happy mixture of the bragga«locio and 
coward, and treated his fellows with a magnificent de- 
scription of his contest with Knight, whom he repre- 
sented as a giant in stature (five feet seven inches!), and 
a buffalo in strength and fierceness. He said* that 
Knight prevailed upon him to untie him, and that while 
they were conversing like brothers, and while he him- 
self was suspecting no harm, his prisoner suddenly seized 
a dogwood sapling, and belabored him, now on this side 
of his head, now on the other (here his gestures were 
very lively), until he was scarcely able to stand. That, 
nevertheless, he made a manful re.sistince, and stabbed 
his gigantic antagonist twice, once in the back, and 
once in the belly; but, seeing that his knife made no 
impression upon the strength of the prisoner, he was at 
length compelled to leave him, satisfied that the wounds 
which he had inflictetl must at length prove mortal. 
The Indians were much diverted at his account of the 
affair, and laughed loud and long, evidently not believ- 
ing a syllable of the tale, at least so far as his own prow- 
ess was concerned. 
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tn the tnmiittiiic. Knight, finding it iip^1@?s to pursue 
I Ae Indiun, to whom icriiT Ua<t Itiit vi'm^v, ha-tily re- 
turned (o tlie Rro, aiid lukiiig the ludiun's blauket, idoc- 
\ n-iiis, bullet bug, mid ponder horn, lost no lime la 
I moving olf, directing his course toward tlie norih-eaBt. 
About lialf an hour by eun, iie came to tlte plains al- 
n-&()y mentioned, whien were about sixi^en niiJt-a ^^ide. 
[ Ki>t chiii«ing to cross them by daylight, he lay down in 
llie high grasa until dark; tben, guided by ihe norih 
\ rt»r, he cr^ffteii them nipiiily, and before daj light liud 
rettchcd tlie woods on tlie nthuside, Wiihout hailing 
I for a moment, he c>iiititiued his nmrch until late in tlie 
iftiTniN-n, crossiing nearly at rifiht angles tlie patli by 
which (he m-opa hud advunced, and moving ttendily to 
the northnani, with the hop> nl' nvuiding tlie enemy, 
who might siill life lingering ujHin the tear of ihc troops. 
In ihe evening lie itll very faint and hungry, having 
ta'^trd iioihitig (or thn* diiys, and very liltle i-ince hia 
I captivity. Willi giniseb rii*s grew very a1>nndaiitly in 
I till* woods hut, being still gf'P'i. they requiied marti- 
[ cition, which lie was nnabli' lo perlbrm, his jun)> having 
I bft-n niuHi injuieil hy n blr^w Ihiin the buck of a tonia- 
[■ hftwk. There was a wi-cd. however, wliich grew in the 
I '«0(>d4, the jiiiie of which w:is gnileriit to the palate and 
I nonriiihing m the Iwidy. Of ilii- he sucked pleiitifully, 
I and finding hinisrll isuoh n freshed, was eiiuhled lo con- 
\ tinne his journey Suppoeiing tJiat he had miw ailvanced 
L sufficiently to the nonliwanl lo biifile his purMiers, he 
[ichiiTiged his cuise unil etvercd due east. 
I Wishing, if pKSsihle, lu iirocurc fume animal food, 
Pbo often atttiinplel lo rectily the loek of hii^ gun, tup- 
L Baaing that it was oidy wood-lxmnd ; but, having no knite, 
L &c was unable to unscrew it, and wad at length reluc- 
I tuntlv compellctl lo throw it away as a useless burden. 
I His JKW rapidly recovered, niid he was enabled tu chew 
grevn goosehiTrien, upon which, together with two young 
unHfKlged hiackhirda, and one land terrapin (both de- 
Toured raw), he nmnageil lo suhsist for twenty-one days, 
I Be swam tlie MuRkioguin a few miles btlow Fort Law- 
Kiice, and, crowiug all piilhs. directed his ftcpa to the 
I ObiQ River. He struck it at a fuw mil<^ below Fort 
I J* 
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Mcintosh on the evening of the twenty-first day, and on 
the morning of the twenty-eecond raiched tb fort in 
safety. 

Such was the lamentable expedition of Colonel Craw- 
ford, rashly undertaken, injuaiciously prosecuted, and 
terminating with almost unprecedented calamity. The 
insubordinate spirit of the men, together with the inade- 
quacy of the force, were the great causes of the fidiure. 
The first was incident to the nature of the force, but the 
second might have been remedied by a little considera- 
tion. Repeated disasters, however, were neoessary to 
convince the Americans of the nece^tsity of employing a 
sufficient force, and it was not until they had suflbred by 
the experience of ten more years that this was at lensth 
done. The defeat of Braddock had been bloody, but 
not disgraceful. Officers and soldiers died in battk, and 
ivith arms in their hands. Not a man offered to leave 
the ground until a retreat was ordered. Crawford, on 
the contrary, perished miserablv at the stake, as did 
most of his men. They were taken in detail, skulking 
through the woods to avoid an enemy whom they might 
have vanquished by union, stesidiness, and courage. It 
stands upon record as one of the most calamitous and 
disgraceful expeditions which has ever stained the Amer- 
ican arms. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DURING the old French war, John Slover, a native 
of Virginia, was taken by a party of Miami Indi- 
ans, on the banks of White River, and immediately con- 
ducted to the Indian town of Sandusky. Here he re- 
eidtd from his eighth to his twentieth year. At the 
treaty of Pittsburgh, in the fall of 1773, he came in 
with the Shawnee nation, and accidentally meeting with 
some of his relations, he was recognized and earnestly 
exhorted to relinquish his connection with the Indians, 
and return to his friends. He yielded with some re- 
luctance, having become strongly attached to a savage 
life ; and having probably but little relish for labor on 
a farm, after the easy lite which he had led in Ohio, 
he eiilis^ted in the continental army, and served two 
campaigns with credit, as a shar|)-shooter. Having 
been properly discharged, he settled in Westmoreland 
County, and when the unfortunate expedition of Craw- 
ford was set on foot, was strongly urged to attend in 
the capacity of a guide. 

Conquering the distaste which he naturally felt at tTie 
idea of conducting a hostile army against his former 
friends, he Yielded to the persuasion of his neighbors, 
and shared in all the dangers of the army. At the mo- 
ment when the rout took place, Slover was in the im- 
mediate neighborhood of the enemy, attending to a 
number of horses that were grazing on the plain. But 
the uproar in front, occasioned by the tumultuous flight 
of more than four hundred men, soon warned him of 
his danger. He hastily mounted the best horse within 
reach, and put him to nis utmost speed. He soon over- 
took the main body, and was among the foremost when 
the Indians attempted to intercept them. A deep bog 
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crossed the line of retreat, and occasioned immoise 
confusion. 

Those who first reached it, plunged in without hesi- 
tation, but after struggling for a few miuutes, their 
hor:$es stuck fast, and were necessarily abandoned. The 
darkness of the night, and the huriy of the retreat, 
preventeil the rear from profiting by the misfortune of 
the van. Horseman after horseman plunged madly into 
the swamp, and in a few minutes a scene which baffles 
all attempt at description took place. Not one-tenth 
part of the horses were able to struggle through. Their 
riders dismounted and endeavored, on foot, to reach 
the opposite si'ie. The Indians pressed upcin them, 
pouring an incessant fire upon the mass of fugitives, 
some of whom were completely mired, and sunk gradu- 
ally to the chin, in which c<»n«lition they remained until 
the following mornnig ; others, with great difficulty, 
effected a passage, and continued th^nr flight on foot 

Slover, having struggled for several minutes to dis- 
engage his horse, was at length compelled to abandon 
him, and wade through the mora.<s as he best could, on 
foot. After incredible fatigue and danger, he at length 
reached the firm ground, covered with mud, and fright- 
ened not a little at hearing the yells of the enemy im- 
mediately behind him and upon each flank, many of 
them having crossed a few hundred yards above, where 
the mud was not so deep. In a few minutes he over- 
took a party of s^ix men on foot, having been compelled 
lite himself to abandon their horses, and two of them 
havinor even lost their guns. Finding themselves hard 
pressed by the enemy, who urged the pursuit with great 
keenness, they changed their course from an eastern to 
a western direction, almost turning upon their own trail, 
and bending their steps toward Detroit. In a short 
time they struck the same swamp, although considera- 
bly higher up, and were C()mpelle<l to wait until day- 
light in order to find their way across. Having suc- 
ceeded at length in reaching the opposite side, they 
traveled, throughout the day, directly toward the 
Shawnee towns. This, as the event proved, was finess- 
ing rather too much. They would certainly avoid 
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their pursuer!, but tliey were plunging ioto the mida 
of llie Iiidiun sctlleiiunt', uiid uiu-t expert to meet 
wilh roving bands ol* Indians iu every dircctitm. 

At ten ocloi-k they halted for bretitfiist, having eaten 
nothing for two di(y«. While busily eiiguged with their 
I ration >d' cold pork and corn breatf, lliey were nlarnied 
I by hearin<r a halloo immedidttly behind them, which 
t «■»• inrtaiitly answered by two others upon each flnnk. 
F Bnotily dro|>pint; tlieir wulWt^ tliev Did into the grass, 
and fnltitig upon iheir faces, aualttd with healing hearts 
ihf appmiicli of the enemy. Pri'si^ntly, seven or eight 
Indians app-'iired, lalkiii^ and laughing in high spirits, 
evidently ignunuit of the presence of tlie fugitives. In 
a ftrw minuies they had |insfed, and ihe party cautiously 
rolurnt-d tn llirir widlet-. The frijiht, however, had 
c<>ii'plcl<*1y 3|ioile(l their nppetitef, aud hastily gather- 
ing up ttie remnant of their provisions, they continued 
tlieirJKUi'uey, changing their counie a little to the north, 
ill nnler tn avoid the |>Brty who had just passed. 

By twelve «'ch«k they reached a large prairie, which 
it was necea-ary for (hem to cross, or return upon their 
own root-tti-|ia. In the prairie they w<>uld be much ex- 
M»ed, Od an enemy could we them at a vast disi^noe, 
lut to nturn to the sjHit from which they bad started 
vas so melancholy nn alternative that, after a short and 
snxious com^ultiitiiin, it was determined at all ri^ks to 
prorrwi. Thry accinlingly CDlered the vast plain, which 
iicht^ fur many miles before them, affoiding no means 
^inceiilmcnt but the grass, and advanced rapidly bnt 
enudi<uslv, until about one o'clock, when the man in 
front called tlieir attention to a number of moving ob- 
JEK'ts ahi-ad, which set^mcd to approach theiu. The grass 
was high, anil the obji'cts indiHtinct. 

They might be Indians, or elk, or buffalo; but who* I 
ever or whatever they were, it would be as well perltaps 1 
not to await their coming. Tliey accordingly crawled ' 
R.'ide, and again lay down In the grass, occasionally 
lifting their heads in order to reconnoiter the straogers. 
As they drew near, they perceived them to be a party 
of Indians, but from the loo^e and straggling manner ia i 
which they walked, and the louduees of t^eir vol 
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thej were satbfied that they liad not been detected. 
The Indians quickly passed them and disappeared in 
the grass. The party then arose and continued their 
journey, looking keenly around them, in hourly expec- 
tation of another party of the enemy. 

In the evening a heavy rain fell, the coldest that they 
had ever felt, and from which it was impossible to find 
a shelter. Drenched to the skin and shivering with 
cold, they waded on through the grass until near sun- 
set, when to their great joy they saw a deep forest im- 
mediately in front, where they could obtain slielter as 
well from the storm as the enemy. The rain, however, 
which had poured in torrents while they were exposed 
to it, ceasea at once as soon as they had reached a sliel- 
ter. Considering this a good omen, they encamped for 
the night, and on the following morning, recommenced 
their journey with renewed spirits. They were much 
delayed, however, by the infirmity of two of their men, 
one of whom had burnt his foot severely, and the other s 
knees were swollen with the rheumatism. 

The rheumatic traveler, at length, fell considerably 
behind. The party halted, hallooed for him, and whis- 
tled loudly upon their chargers, but in vain. They saw 
him* no more on their march, alth()U«;h he afterward 
reached Wheeling in safety, while his stronger compan- 
ions, as we shall quickly see, were not so fortunate. 
They had now again shifted their course, and were 
marching in a straight direction toward Pittsburgh. 
Thev had passed over the most dangerous part of the 
road, and had, thus far, got the first ^'iew of every ene- 
my who appeared. 

On the morning of the third day, however, a party 
of Indians, who had secretly dogged them from the 
prairie (through which their trail had been broad and 
obvious), had now outstripped them, and lay in ambush 
on their road. The first intimation which Slover had 
of their existence, was a close discharge of rifles, which 
killed two of their party. The four survivers instantly 
ran to the trees, but two of their guns had been left in 
the swamp, so that two only remained fit for service. 
Slover, whose gun was in good order, took aim at the 



JOHN sLoreit. 



m 



I 

I 



foremost Indian, niio, raising his hand warningly, told 
kirn Dot ti fire and lie should be treated kindly, i^lover 
aud liid two uaarmtd roiupaiiions instantly eurreadered, 
but Joliii Paul, a youth, Ktused to be itKiluded in tbe 
cajiitiilation, and being e<|ually biild and active, com- 
pletely baffied bis pursue ra aud came safely into 
Wlieeliug, 

One of the Indiana instantly recognized Slover, hav- 
ing been tireet^nt at his capture many years before, and 
having afterward lived with him at Sandusky, He 
cidled biin by his Indian name (Mannuchcothe), and 
re|irOached him indignantly f<ir bearing arms against 
his broibere. Slover was somewhat confusi^d at the 
charge, fearing tliat his recognilion irould be fatal to 
him when he should reach the Indian towns. They 
were taken back to tlie pruiric, where the Indians had 
lefl tlieir horses, and each mounting a horse, they 
noveil rapidly toward the neareBt lowii, which proved 
to be WaughL'otomoeo, the theater of Kenlon's adven* 
lure, four years before. Upon approaching ihe town, 
tb« Indians, who had heretofore been very kind to 
them, tiuddeiily began to look sour, and put themselves 
into a piiasion by dwelling upon their injuries. Pres- 
ently, as usual, the Btguaws, boys, etc., came out, and 
the usual SL-ene comnu-med. They booh heia:ne lin<l 
of abusing and swiicliing them, and, having aelecled 
tlie oldft't of the three, they blackeii his face with coal 
and water. The poor felluw was much agitated, am! 
cried hitterly. Ireijuently asking Slover it tliey were 
not going to burn him. The Indians, in their own 
languiige, hastily forbid Slover to answer him, and 
cimiing up to their intended victim, patted him upim 
the hai-k, and with many hnni-yed epithets assured hini 
Iliat thev would not hurt him. They then niarclied on 
to the Urge town, abnut two miles beyond the small 
one (both bearing the sarnu name), having, as \i>-\ia}, 
sent a runner in advance tu inform the inhabitants of 
their approaih. 

The wliole village pre.*eiitly flocked ont. and a row 
I waa r»rmed for the gauntlet. The man who liad h 
\ blocked attracted so much attention, that Slover 9 
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his companion scarcely received a blow. The former 
preceded them by twenty yard-*, and was furiously at- 
tacked by every individual. Loads of piiwder were 
shot iuto his body, deep wounds were inflicted with 
knives and tomahawks, and sand was thrown into his 
eyes, and he was several times knocked down by cud- 
gels. Having heard that he would be safe on reaching 
the council-house, he forcei his way with gigantic 
strength throu<^h all opposition, and grasped the post 
wi^ both hands, his body burnt with powiier and cov- 
ered with blood. * 

Ht> was furiously torn from his place of refuge, how- 
ever, and thrust back among his enemies. When finding 
that they would give him no quarter, he returned their 
blows with a fury equal to their own, crying piteously 
the whole time, an-1 frequently endeavoring Ui wrest a 
tomahawk from his enemies. Tliis sin;j;ular scene con- 
tinued f »r n:?arly half an hour, when the prisoner was 
at length beaten to death. Slover and his companion 
reached the [)o.-t in safety, and were silent spectatoi-s of 
the late of their friend. As swm as he was dead, the 
Indians cut up his body, and stuck the head and quar- 
ters upon poles in the center of the town. . 

On the same evening he beheld the dead bodies of 
young Crawford and Colonel Harrison, and a third, 
whom he supposed to be Colonel McClelland, the second 
in command. Their bodies were black and mangled, 
like that of their unfortunate companion, having been 
beaten to death a few hours before their arrival. ^ As 
he passed by the bodies, the Indians smiled maliciously, 
and asked if he knew them. He mentioned their 
names, upon which they nodded with much satisfac- 
tion. In the eveninjr, all the dead bodies were dragged 
beyond the limits of the town, and abandoned to the 
dogs and wolves. In twenty four hours, their bones 
only were to be seen. 

On the f>llowing morning, Slover's only surviving 
companion was marched off to a neighboring town, and 
never heard of afterward. Slover, himself, was sum- 
moned in the evening to attend at the council-house, 
and give an account of his conduct. Heretofore he had 
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I ffpneraily Ivocn tronted with kindness, and on the first 
■ nny of ihe council lie savr no symptoms of a disposition 
to put him to death. But ou the second day James 
Girty arrived, from Crawford's execution, and instantly 
threw the whole weight of his inQuence into the scale 
against the prisoner. He dwelt, with much emphasis, 
upon the ingratitude of Slover in ecrviug as a spy 
Bgninat those who had formerly treated him with Euch 
iSstinguished kindness, and scrupled not to afSrni that 
in B contidenlial conversation, wnJch he had had with 
the prisiiuer on that morning, he had allied him " how 
he would like to live ngain with his old friends?" — 
upon which Slover had laughed and replied, that " he 
would Ktay until he had an opportunity of taking a scalp, 
L and would then eleul a horse and return to the whites." 
I Slover knew many of his judges hy name, spoke their 
I Inngunge fluently, and made a vigorous defense. He 
\ Bfttd that, dunug the whole twelve years of his former 
captivity among them, he hod given ample proofs of 
' his fidelity to the Indians. That, ahhough he had a 
thousand opportunities, he had never once attempted an 
Mcape; and there wei-e several now present who could 
testify that at the treaty of Fort Pitt he had left Ihem 
with reluctance, in compliance wiih the enrnest solicita- 
tions of his family. That he had then taken leave of 
them publicly, i" broad daylight, in time of profound 

Gee, and with their full approbation. That he then 
I no idea of the existence of a future war; but 
when war came, it wa** his duty to accompany lus 
countrymen to the field against the Indians, precisely 
u he would have accompimied the Indians formerly 
agmnst the whites. That it was the undoubted duty of 
•very warrior to serve his country, without regard to his 
own private feelings of attachment; that he hod dona 
§o; and if the Indians tliought it worthy of death, they 
eouhl inflict the [lenully upon him ! — he was alone, anS 
in their power. That Mr. Girty's assertion was posi- 
tively false: lie had not exchaDge<l a syllable with him, 
beyond a brief and cold salutation, when they had met 
in tbff morning, not to mention the absurdity of supp o» 
' ing that, if lie ha<l really eutertained such an idea, l^M 
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would have communicated it to Girtyl — the sworn 
enemy of the whites, and, as he believed, his own per- 
sonal enemy. 

This vigorous and natural defense seemed to make 
some impression upon his enemies. Girt/s assertion was 
80 strikingly improbable that very few gave it credit, 
and some of Slovcr's old friends exerted tliemselves 
actively in his behalf. The council suspended their 
decision for several days, and, in the meantime, en- 
deavored (o gain information from him as to the present 
condition of Virginia. Slover informed them that Corn- 
wallis had been captured, to;:ether witli his whole army, 
which astonished them much, and compelled them to 
utter some deep guttural interjections. But Girty and 
McKey became very angry, swore that it was a lie, and 
renewed their exertions, with increased ardor, to have 
him brought to the stake. While his trial was pending, 
he was unbound and unguarded, was invited to all their 
dances, and suffered to reside, as an in mate,' in the cabin 
of an old squaw, who treated him with great affection. 

Girty was blustering, ferocious, and vulgar in his 
manners ; but McKey was silent, grave and stem, never 
addressing Slover, and seldom sp^^aking in council. He 
lived ap irt from the rest in a handsome house, built of 
white-oak logs, elegantly hewed, and neatly covered with 
shingles. His hatred to the whites was deep and in- 
veterate, and his influence was constantly exerted 
against every prisoner who came before him. They 
spared no pains in endeavoring to entrap Slover into 
some unguarded words, which might injure him with 
the Indians. A white man one morning asked Slover 
to walk out with him, as he had something of impor- 
tance to communicate. 

As soon as th'V had gained the fields, the fellow 
halted, and, in a confidential tone, inf jrmed Slover that 
he had two brothers living upon the banks of the Po- 
tomac, whom he was desirous of seeing agnin ; that the 
Indians had given him his life for the pre-ent, but they 
were such capricious devils that there was no confidence 
to be placed in them, and he felt disposed to escape 
while it was in his power, if Slover would accompany 
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I him. 81over henjil liim coldly, and, with an appearance 

I of great eiiiprisfi, blamed liJm tiir eatertaiiiing so rash 

I n [Tiijict, Olid assured him that ht vha determined 

to ciurounter no such ri^k. The emissary of Girly and 

UcKey returned instantly to the council, and reported 

thiit Slover had eagerly enteri-d into the project, and 

"Tas desirous of wcapiiig that evening. • 

^ Two da_\-s ttfterwiml. n very large council was held, 

I Iwing composed of warriors from the Sliawiiee, Deln- 

, wnr«, Wyaiidoit, Chijipcwn, tuid Mingo tribes. Two 

Indians came to the wiftwum, in order to conduct 

Slover once more before his judges, but the old squaw 

ciinci'aled him beneath a lurge henr-skin, and fell upon 

thi* two meB*engers bo fierndy with her toncrue that they 

were oomjielled to retreat with pome preciniiation. This 

' tiil in Ins service, on ihe piirt of the o!d squaw, ■ 

1 rather alarming than grntilyin^ to Shiver, fir nerigt 

conjechireti that something evil was brewing, whidi 

\ knew Uiat she would Iw unable to avert. Ho was not 

I long in !^u«ni'nsc. Within two hours, Girly came into 

I the hut, fiilliiwcd by moro than ioriy wnrrinrs. and Poii- 

I ing f^lover, Btrippeil him naked, bouiid his hands behind 

I him, jMiinted his body Idack, and bore him off with great 

1 vinlctice. Oirty exulted greatly in the suciess of his 

J uiTorts, and loadol him with curses and reproaches, 

Bssurins him that he would now get what lie bad long 

dwerved. 

The jirisonor wa« borne off to a town at ihe distance 

of five miles fri>m WaU);hci>tonioco, where be was met, 

! u*ual, by all ihe inhnbitiint-s, and beaten, In the 

I ordinary manner, for one h<mr. They tlien carried him 

I to aaother Utile village, n1<out two miles dii^tnut, where 

II «tnke and hickory pules bad been prepared, in order 

[ to burn him that evening. The scene of Ins intended 



rightly 
hicii he 



I execuijan was tli« council-boi 



[ of which ^ 



C"Ver«d with sliinglee, mid the remainder entirely open 
Bt the ^>p, and very slightly bonnled at the t^idcs. In 



I the opi'D ' fpaee. a |iole had been sunk in ihc giound, 
[ and tlie faggots 



Slover was dragged to the 



[ stake, his hands bound Ix^hind him, and then fast«Qed 
to the jKile, OS in Crawford's 
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Fire was qnickl j applied to the faggpts, which began 
to blaze briskly. An orator then, as usual, a<ld^es^ed 
the assembly, iu order to inflame their passions to the 
proper heiglit. Slover, seeing his fate inevitable, ral- 
lied his courage, and prepared to endure it with firm- 
ness. For the last half hour the wind had been high, 
but the clouds were light, and appeared drifting rapidly 
away. While the orator was speaking, however, the 
wind suddenly lulled, and a heavy shower of rain fell, 
which instantly extinguished the fire, and drenched the 
prisoner and his enemies to the skin. Poor Slover, who 
had been making preparations to battle with fire, was 
astonished at finding himself deluged, all at once, with 
80 different an element, and the enemy seemed no less so. 
They instantly ran under the covered part of the house, 
and left the prisoner to take the rain freely, assuriiTg 
him, from time to time, that he should be burned on 
the following morning. 

As soon as the rain ceased, they again surrounded 
him, dancing around the stake, kicking him severely, 
and striking liim with sticks, until eleven o'clock at 
night. A tall young chief, named ** Half Moon," then 
8too}>e(l down and asked the prisoner if ** he was not 
sleepy?" Slover, somewhat astonished at such a ques- 
tion, and at such a time, replied in the afiirmative. 
Half Moon then untied him, ct)nductcd him into a 
strong block-house, pinioned his arms uniil the bufi^alo 
tug was buried in the flesh, and then, f>assing another 
thong around his neek, and tying the other end to one 
of tlie l)eam.s of the house, lelt him under a strong 
guard, exhorting him to sleep soundly, for that he must 
•*eat fire in the morning." 

The prisoner, on the contrary, never closed his eyes, 
awaiting anxiously until his guard should fall asleep. 
They show^od, however, no inclination to indulge him. 
Two of them lay down a little after midnight, but the 
third sat up talking and smokins: until nearly dayli<:ht. 
He end*^avored to entertain Slover, by speculations 
upon his (Slover's) ability to bear pain, handling the 
painful subjrct with the zest of an amateur, and re- 
counting to the prisoner the particulars of many ex- 




liniitioos of the 



kind which he had wUne^eil. 



Ho dwelt upon the euttrrtainmt-iit wliidi he had i 
doubt Slover would aflbrd, exliortiiig him to licar it 
like a man, and not forget that he had once been an 
Indian himself. Upon this torturing eubjict he 
talked, and smoked, and talked ayain, until the pris- 
oners nerves lingleit, as if the hot irons were atiuall^ 
IiL«ine against his flesh. 

Atlength the tedious old man's head sunk gradually 
npon Ilia breast, and Clover lieord him fnorint: loudly. 
He paused a few moments, listening intculiy. His 
heart beat so sironyly, that he was ftarful lest the 
Indiiins should hpnr it, and arrest him in his last 
effirt to escape. Tliey did not stir, however, and with 
trembling hanils he endeavored to slip the cords frura 
hia arms over his wrists. In this he succeeded without 
much difficulty, but the thong around his neck was 
more obstinate, lie atunipti^ to gnniv it in tHO, but 
it was as thick as liis lliumb, and as hard as iron, 
bcint: ma<]e of a sin>oned biiRalo's hide. Daylight 
waa fuiiitiv bienkin^' in the east, and he e.tpected every 
moment titiit his turmcnlars would summon him U' the 
Slake. In the agony and eanicstness of hia feelings, 
Uie sweat rolled in big drops da»n his forehead, nnd 
the quickni^bS of his breathing auakcned the old man. 

Shiver lay still, learf\il of being detected. And kept 
his arms under hit back. The old Indian yaniied, 
Etretched himself, stirred the fire, and then lay down 
again, and In-gau lo snore as loudly as ever. Now 
was tlie time or never I Ho s-eizcd the rope with both 
hand', and giving it teveral quick jerk', could scarcely 
believe his senses when lie »aw the knot come unlii-d, 
and lelt himself at liberty. He aroje lightly, sle|ipe<] 
silently over the ImkIIcs of the sleeping Indians, and 
in a inomi-nt stood in the open nir. I>ay was jiwt 
breaking, and the inhnbitAnts of the villiijre had not 
yt iiriMcn. He looked nround fur a moment to ^ 
whfiher he WiL= oliservol, nTid then ran liaflily ii 
c»rnfi.-ld in onler to conccid himself. On the roi 
bad nearly stumblwl u]Hin a stjnaw and several t 
dron, nliu were asleep under a tree. 
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Hastily avoiding them, he ran through the cornfield, 
and observing a number of horses on the other side, 
he paused a moment, untied the cord which still con- 
fined his right arm, and hastily fitting it into a halter, 
approached a fine strong colt, about fi^ur years old, 
that fortunately proved as gentle as he could wish. 
Fancying that he heard a door open behind him, he 
sprang up >n his bar;k as lightly as a squirrel, although 
every limb was bruised and swollen by the severe 
beating of the preceding night, and as the woods were 
open and the ground level, he put his horse to his 
utmost speed, and was soon out of sight. Confident 
that pursuit would not be delayed more than fifteen 
minutes, he never slackened his s{)eed until about ten 
o'clock in tl)e day, when he reached the Scioto, at a 
point fully fifty miles distant from the village which 
he had lefc at liaylight. 

He here paused a moment, and allowed the noble 
animal, who had borne him so gallantly, to breathe for 
a few minutes. Fearing, however, that the enemy had 
pursued him with the same mad violence, he quickly 
mounted his horsj again, and ])lunged into the Scioto, 
which was now swollen by Xhe recent rains. His 
horse stemmed the current handsomely, but began to 
fail in ascending the opposite bank. He still, how- 
ever, urged him to full speed, and by three o'clock had 
left the Scioto more than twenty miles behind, when 
his horse sunk under him, having galloped upwards 
of seventy miles. Slover instantly sprang from his 
back, and ran on foot until sunset. Halting for a 
moment, he heard a halloo far behind him, and seeing 
the keenness of the pursuit, he continued to run until 
ten o'clo'k at night, when he i?unk upon the ground, 
and vomited violently. In two hours the moon arose, 
which he knew would enable the enemy to follow his 
trail throu;rh the night; and again starting up, he ran 
forward until day. 

During the niglit, he had followed a path ; but in 
the morning, \\9 abandoned it, and, changing his course, 
followed a high ridge, covered with rank grass and 
weeds, which he carefully put back Avith a stick as he 
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througli it, in order to leave aa i 
I pusj-ililp. On tliat evening he readied eume 
tnbutaricH of the Muskingum, where bin oaked 
and tiiiatered skin uUrauIed iiiillicms of mosquitoes, 
tliat f>llijweil hitn day and night, effectually prevented 
ilia sleeping, and carefully removed sucli puriiclea of 
akin OS thu nettles had Itt't, m that, if his own account 
IB to be cri^ditcd, upon reaching the Muskingum, which 
htt did on (lie thir<l day, he had lieen completely peeled 
from head to loot. Here he found a few wild rasp- 
berries, whieh was the fii-st food he Inid tasted for four 
days. He hud never felt hunger, but suffered much 
frotn faintuL-ss and exbiiusliou. He swam the Mus- 
kingum at Old Comer's town, and, lnoking back, tbouglit 
tlml he put a great deal of ground between himtelf 
and the stake at whi<-li he had luen bound near Wau^h- 
coiomoco; iiud that it would he very strange if, having 
been broujiht tluis fur, he should again lall into tlie 
puver of the enetny. 

On the next day, he reached Slillwater, where he 
caiighl two crawfish, and devourei! ihem raw. Two 
days afterward, he slriick the Ohio liiver immediately 
opposite Wiirt-Iin;:, mid jierceivinga man standing ujion 
the isUnd, he called to him, told him his name, and 
asked him lo bring over n cnnoe fur him. The fellow at 
first wa;' very shy; but Slover having told the names of 
many officers ami privates, who had accompanitd the ex- 
pedition, he WAS at length jiersuiide<l to venture across, 
mid the fugitive was safily trans|Hirt«l lo the Virginia 
shore, afier an esca[ie which has few parallf b in real life^ 
and which seems even lo exceed the hounds of probs'"*" ' 
fiction. 



158 WESTEMN ADVENTURE. 



CHAPTER VII. 

IN the present chapter, we shall uotioe several circum- 
stanced in the order in which they occurred, none of 
which, singly, are of sufficient importance to occupy a 
chapter to themselves. In the autumn of 1779, a num- 
ber of keel-boats were ascending the Ohio under the 
command of Major Rodgers, and had advanced as far 
as the mouth of Licking without accident. Here, bow- 
ever, they observed a few Indians, standing upon the 
southern extremity of a sand bar, while a canoe, rowed 
by three others, was in the act of putting off from the 
Kentucky shore, as if for the purpose of taking them 
aboard. Rodgors instantly ordered the boats to be 
made fjist cm the Kentucky shore, while the crew, to 
the number of seventy men, well armed, cautiously ad- 
vanced in such a manner as to encircle the spot where 
the enemy had been seen to land. Only five or six 
Indians had been seen, and no one dreamed of encoun- 
terinsj more than fifteen or twenty enemies. 

When Rodgers, however, had, as he supposed, com- 
pletely surrounded the enemy, and was preparing to 
rush upon them from several quarters at orice, he was 
thunderstruck at beholding several hundred savages 
suddenly spring up in front, rear, and upon both flimks! 
They instantly poured in a close discharge of rifle-j, and 
then, throwing down their guns, fell ujxni the survivors 
with the tomahawk. The panic was complete and the 
slaughter prodigious. Major Rxlgers, together with 
forty-five of his men, were almost instantly destroyed. 
The survivors made an effort to regain their boats, but 
the five men who had been left in charge of them had 
immediately put off from shore in the hindmost boat, 
and the enemy had already gained possession of the 
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olTiers, Disappointed in the attempt, they turned fu- 
riimsly upon tlie enemy, ant!, aided tiy tlie approach of 
darlciiL«s, loroed iheir way tbrougli tlieir lines, and with 
tlie Idas of aeveml severely nouuded, at ItDgtti effected 
tlieir escape to Harnidsburg. 

Among the wininded was Captain Robert Benham. 
Shortly after hreiiklng thniugh tlie enemy's line, he tras 
(hot through l^tli liips, and, the Lones being shattered, 
he instantly fell to tlie ground. Fortunately, a larpe 
treti had lately fallm near the spot where he hiy, and 
vitli great pain, he dragge<l himself into the lop, and lay 
conecalod among thu branches. The Indians, eager in 

Eurauit of the others, parsed him without notice, and 
y midnight all wua quiet. On the folluwtug day, 
the Indian!) returned to the battle-ground, in order to 
strip the dead and take care of the boatii. Benham, 
although in danger uf famishing, permitted them to 
paas without making known his condition, very correctly 
supposing thiit his crippled l«gs would only induce them 
to tomahawk him upon the spot, in order to avoid the 
trouble of carrying him to thiir town. 

He lay close, ihereCore, until the evening of the 
recond day, when, pen'eiving a raccoon descending a 
tree near bini, he t'hot it, liopinu t<> devise some means 
of reaching il, nh(>n he couhl kindle a fire and make 
n meal. Scari'ely Imd his gun cracked, hoivever, when 
he heard a human cry, apjiarently nut more than fifty 
yardft otf. Supposing it to be an ludian, he hastily 
reloaded hii gun, and remained i<ilenl, espL-cting the 
approach of an enemy. Pre.°«ntly ihe same voice was 
heard again, hut. much nearer. Still Benham matle 
no reply, hut cockeif his gun, and fat ready to lire as 
soon as an ohjcct appeared. A third hullix) was quickly 
hoard, fullowei) by an csdamatlon of imimtii-ni'e and 
dk^tre.^, which convinced Bcnbam that the unknown 
mu^t Iw a Kentui^kian. As aotm, therefore, a* he heard 
the exprcMion, " Whoever you are, for (Jivd's Bake, an- 
BWiT me!" he replied with readiueaa, and the partituj 
Wert! wi»n together. ^H 

B'-nham,uii we have alrejidy observed, was ^hntthronj^l 
both legs. The man who now np|>eared had o^ci^^H 
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from the same battle, wUh both arms broken! Thus each 
Vf'as enabled to supply what the other wanted. Ben- 
ham, having the perfect use of liis arms, could load his 
gun and kill game with great readiness, while his 
friend, having tlie use of hi^ legs, could kick the game 
to the spot where Benham sat, who was thus enabled 
to cook it. When no wo«id was near them, his com- 
panion would rake up brush wuih his feet, and gradu- 
ally roll it within reach of Benham's hands, who con- 
stantly i'ed his companion, and dressed his wounds as 
well as his own — tearing up both of their shirts for that 
purpose. They found some difficulty in procuring water 
at fii-st; but Benham, at length, took his own hat, and 
placing the rim between the teeth of his companion, 
directed him to wade into the Licking up to his neck, 
and dip the hat into the water by sinking his own 
head. The m:in who could walk was thus enabled to 
bring water, by means of his teeth, which Benham could 
afterward (lis|X)se of as was necessary. 

In a few days, they had killed all the squirrels and 
birU within reach, and the man with the broken arms 
was sent out to drive game within gunshot of the spot 
to which Benham was confined. Fortunately, wild 
turkeys were abundant in those woods, and his compan- 
ion would walk around and drive them toward Benham, 
who seldom failed to kill two or three of each flock. In 
this manner they supported themselves for several 
weeks, until their wounds had healed so as to enable 
them to travel. They then shifu^d their quarters, and 
put up a small shed at the mouth of the Licking, where 
they encanij)ed until late in Noveml)er, anxiously ex- 
pecting the arrival of some boat which should convey 
them to the Falls of Ohio. 

On the twenty-seventh of November, they observed a 
flat-boat moving leisurely down the river. Benham 
instantly hoisted his hat upon a stick and hallooed loudly 
for help. The crew, however, supposing them to be 
Indians — at least suspecting them of an attempt to de- 
coy them ashore — paid no attention to their signals of 
distress, but instantly put over to the opposite side of 
the river, and, manning every oar, endeavored to pass 
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f-tli^m as wpMlj aa poa^ililp. Benhani beheld theoj 

■ ~pa!a liiiii witli & seii.-utl'in bordering; on de»[mir; furl 
>tlie ]>luce nad much tW^iieiiCeil by IiiiiiaiiR, und the hj^ I 
*—- ich of winter thresteucd tliem wiih deslruciioii iia^J 

speedily i-etieved. At knplh, after the bnat Iiad J 
eil him iit^arly half a iiiilc, he saw a canoe put ofl^ I 
mm ita BtiTii, and vamiously npiiroach the Kentui'ky 
pdi ore, evidently reeoiiiioiteriug ihem with great KUspicinn, 
He culled loudly upon them fbr a.-BUtim-e, mei)iioiied 
rfcis name, and made known hU condition. After a 
Tlloii^ parley, and many evidences of rtdiicLmoe on the 
I'jMri of ilie crew, the can<)e at len^lh touched the nhore, 
Hiid Beiibam and his friend were lakeu on board. 

■ Their appearance excited much suspicion. They wrra 
Kllmost eiilirely nuki-d, and their faces were ganiiuhed J 
[■Ttilh six weeks' grovnh of beard. The one was harelsr^ 
p»ble to hobble ui'Oii crutches, and the other ( 

manage to feed himself witli one of his hands. Thej- 

■ irere instantly tflken lo Louisville, uhere their clothes 
pfwhich had been carried oft' in the boat which descried 
Bthem) were rt-stored to them, and afler a fcw wetks 
^Bonfiuement. both were perfectly restored. 

Benham afterward per%-ed m the North-west thnugb-J 
%!BaX the whole of the Imlian war, accompanied ihe ex-g^ 
^ tdiiioiis of Harmer and Wilkinson, shared in the di' 
isler of St. Chiir. and afterward in the trinnph ( 
A'arne. Upon tlie return of peace, he bou>;lit then 
md up'^n which Itoilgent bad been deflated, nndl 
ended his dayn in tranquillily, amid the weened whick^ 
(bad uiiQeseed his sullerin^s. 



Early in the spring of 1780, Mr. Ai.exasder Mo-1 
CoXNEU ef Lexington, Ky., went into the wood? on 
^il, til hunt deer. He soon killed a large buck, and 
^nturued home for a hor»^, in order to bring it in. 
Curing hie ab-ence. a party of five Indians, on one 
of their usual sknlking cxjx^litions, accidenrally sluni> j 
bletl on the body of tlie deer, nod perreiving llml it ba^l 
been recently killed, they niiturully supposed that lh«'« 
hunter would speedily return to securo the fledfca 
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Three of them, therefore, took their stations within 
close rifle shot of the deer, whiie the other two fol- 
lowed the trail of the hunter, and waylaid the path 
by which he was ex)>ected to return. McConnel, ex- 
pecting no danger, rode carelessly along the path which 
the two scouts were watching, until he had come 
within view of the deer, when he was fired upon by the 
whole party, and his horse killed. While laboring to 
extricate himself from the dying animal, he was seized 
by his enemies, iustantly overpowered, and borne off 
as a prisoner. 

His captors, however, seemed to be a merry, good- 
natured set of fellows, and permitted him to accom- 
pany them unbound ; and, what was rather extraordi- 
nary, allowed him to retain his gun and hunting ao- 
coutermcnts. He accompanied them with great appar- 
ant cheerfulne^^s through the day, and displaye<l his 
dexterity in shooting deer for the use of the company, 
until they began to regard him with great partiality. 
Having travele<l with them in this manner for several 
days, thev at length reached the banks of the Oliio 
River. Heretofore, the Indians had t;ikeu the precau- 
tion to bind him at night, although not very securely; 
but on that evening, he remonstrated with them on the 
subject, and complained so strongly of the pain which 
the cords gave him, that they merely wrappe«l the buf- 
falo tug loosely around his wrists, and having; tied it 
in an easy knot, and attached the extremities of the 
rope to their own bodies, in order to prevent his mov- 
ing WMthout awakening them, they very composedly 
went to sleep, leaving the prisoner to foUow their ex- 
ample or not, a-* he plea-ed. 

McConnel determined to efftct his escape that ninlit, 
if possible, as on the following night they would cross 
the river, which wouM render it much more difficult. 
Wo, therefore, lay quietly until near midnight, anx- 
iously ruminating up<»n tlie l)e-t means of effecting his 
obj ct. Accidentally casting his eyes in the diirction 
of his i^oi, they fill upon the glittering Made of a 
knife, which had escaped its sheath, and was now lying 
near the feet of one of the Indians. To reach it with 
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liU hsnds, irithout difiturbinjz tlie two Indians, to whomfl 

he wiui lk«tened, was imjmssible. nini \l was very I 

onii'us lu aUenipt to dmw ft up witli lits tiet. This*,,! 

Lliowevpr, he sltempteil. With uiuch difficulty m\ 

_m»ned llie blade betn-pen his toes, and afler i%i>ente^ 
K«iid I till ^--o in til) lied efforts, succeeded ut length iii bringt J 
tins it wilhiii reacli of hia baiiJii. 
I To cut bis cords, was ihen but tlie work of a i 
I wrnl, and praduully and silently exti icatitig his per» 
|ftom the nrms of the Indinns, he walked to ibe Bra 
md eat down. He siiw that hia work was but half'^ 
; that it' he ahcitild attempt to return home, witllf<S 
jul destroying bis tneniies. he would assuredly ho puf J 
Hieil.and nnibalily iiwrtaken, when hi? fate wnuld b» , 
^WrUin. On the other hand, it setmid almost iroposei- 
11 single man ti) succeed in a ronfliet with five 
IJndians, even ulthnnffb unarmed and asleep. lie cuuld 
itotit hojie til dial a liTow with his knife so siiititly and 
f fiitjilly, as to de-troy each one of his eiieniiea in turD,i, 
Vithtint awakening the revt, Tlieir^luuiliers were ptlHf 
rcrhtally li;:ht and re^tlass ; and if he faileil with 
wngic one, he must instantly be ovtrpowered by ] 
^liirvivors. The knife, tbcrefon;, waa out of the qtiei 



After 



■flee! inn for a few minutes, he formeJS 
the liiilians were starked neitfa 



\as plan. I iie uuiis 

the fire ; their knives and lomalninks were in »\\f» 

bv their sides. The latter lie dared not louc-h for few 

of Hwakeniuif their owners ; but the for 
I itiily reninved. with the exception of two, nud hid ihun 
|in the wnmis, wliere he knew the Intlians would nol] 
V-Teadily liod tlicm. He then returneil to iho i, 
J*bfn< ihd rtiiliims were still sleeping, nerlectly ign*" 

janl of Ibc fair preparing for iheni, and Inking a gunvj 
B-in euch band, he rfi-l«l the muizlps u}ion a log withbir 
■ «ix feet of Ills vii'tinis, and Iniving taken deliberatfrW 
Vmim at (hi- bend of one anil the heart of another, hH 
■jmlti I Ik til tnggers at the same inotuenl. 
I Both ab Its w(.re fatal. At the reportof their guns 
Elbe ilbira sprnr g to their feet, and stared wildly 
Ikround ttcni SleC^nnLl, who bnd run instantly to 
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the spot where the other rifles were hid, hastily seized 
one of them and fireil at two of his enemies, who hap- 
pened to stand in a line with each other. The nearest 
fell dead, being shot through the center of tlie body; 
the second fell also, bellowing loudly, but quickly re- 
covering, limped off into the woods as &ai as poss^ible. 
The fifth, ana only one who remained unhurt, darted 
off like a deer, with a yell which announced €ft|ual 
terror and astonishment. McConnel, not wL<hinff to 
fight any more such battles, selected his own rifle from 
the stiick, and made the best of his way to Lexington, 
where he arrived safely within two days. 

Shortly afterward, "Mrs. Dunlap, of Fayette, who 
had bsfcn several months a prisoner amongst the In- 
dians on Mad River, made her escape, and returned to 
LfCxington. Stie reported that the survivor returned 
to his tribe with a lamentable tale. He relate<l that 
they had taken a fine young hunter near Lt»xington, 
and had brought him nafcly as far as the Ohio ; that 
while encamped up )n the hank of the river, a large 
party of white men had fallen upon them in the night, 
and killed all his companions, together with the p<x)r, 
defenseless prisoner, who lay bound hand and foot, 
unable either to cscaiKj or resist! 



Earlv in Mav, 1781, McAfee's Station, in the neigh- 
l>orhood of Harrodsburgh, was alarmed. On the 
morning of the ninth, Samuel McAfee, accompanied 
by another man, left the fort in order to visit a small 
plantiition in the neighborhood, and at the disttmce of 
three hundred yards from the gate, they were fired 
upon by a party of Indians in ambush. The man 
who at'conipanied him in^-tantlv fell, and McAfee at- 
tempteii to regain the fort. While running rapidly for 
that purpose, he found himself suddenly intercepted 
by an Indian, wlio, springing out of the canebrake, 
planted himself directly in his path. There was no 
time for compliments. Each glared upon the other 
for an instant in silence, and both raiding their guns 
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kt tlie fittrae moment, pulled ttie tripgei^ (cigcllier. 
''he Iiiiliiin's rifle snapped, while McAll-e's bull pitssed 
.rectly Ihrouph liis brain. Having tin time Ui reload 
gun, he eprang over the body of his antagonist, 
id continued his flight to the fort. 
Wlien wilhin one hiindreil yardd of the gate, lie was 
let hy his tno brothers, Rodeut and Jami:s, who, 
the report of the guns, ho^l hiirrieil out M the as^istr . 
ice of their hrothc^r. Samuc) hoHtily iiilormtd thpin I 
. thi'ir dtiniier, and exhorti-d ihem instunity (o rt'tnrDi I 
'Kmes reailily complied, hut Itolicrt, deuf to all r6- I 
lOnstranres, declared that he must have a view of ihfl \ 
Indian, He ran on, for ihat purpose, stid having 1 
led himself witli that eptfctade, was hastily return* % 
hy the same path, uhen he caw Gve or sis Indiana I 
nen liini and the fort, evidently bent U|)on ttiking 1 
alive. All his activity and presinre of mind wut 
Biiv put in requiBitlon. He run rapidly from tree to I 
tree, endeav»riiig to turn tlieir flunk, and reach on»4 
of the gales, and a»er a variety of turns and doiib- I 
lings in the ihiclt wood, he loiind himH'lf presided by I 
ily one Indian. Mi-Afee, hastily throning himself 1 
|)ehind a fence, turned up<in his pursuer, tind ciim- % 
^ WvA him to tiike fihilter behind a tree. 

)lh stood Btill for a nionnnl, McAfee having hiB^ 
cuelceil, and the siehl fixed upon the tree, at ihfl ' 
BfHit where ha supposed the Indian would ihnist nut 
bis head in order to have a view of his anliigonist. 
ARer waiting a few seconds he was gratified. The 
Indian slowly and cuutiou^y exposed a pait of hl^' 
bend, and licgnn to elevate liis rifle. As soon as a 
Buflicient mark prpsenied itself McAfee flretl, and the 
iniltan fell, ^^'lliie turning, in order in continue his 
;. he was (in^d on hy « piirty of six, which cnm- 
illcil him again to tree. But srarcely hnd he done 
hen, IVum the opposite quarter he retvived the fire 
ree niorr enende^. which uiude the hark fly around 
and knocked up lhe*du.tt about hia feet. Think* 
bg his post rather loo hot for safely, he neglected aU I 
^eltvr, and ran directly for the fort, which, in <!»- ■ 
'anoc of all ujipoHilion, he reached in safety, to UiM^ 
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inexpressible joy of his brothers, who had despaired 
of his return. 

The Indians now opened a heavy fire upon the fort, 
in their usual manner ; but fiuding every effort useless, 
they hastily decamped, without any loss beyond the 
two who had i'allen oy the hands of the brothers, and 
without having inflicted any upon the garrison. 
Within half an hour, Major McGary brought up a 
party from Harrodsbur'g at full gallop, and uniting 
with the garri;5on, pursued the enemy with all possible 
activity. They soon overtook them, and a sharp 
action ensued. The Indians were routed in a few 
minutes, with the loss of six warriors left dead upon 
the ground, and many others wounded, who, as usual, 
were borne off. The pursuit was continued for several 
miles, but from the thickness of the woods, and the 
extreme activity and address of the enemy, was not 
very effv3ctual. McGary lost one man dead upon the 
spot, and anotlier mortally wounded. 



About the same time, Bryant's Station was much 
harassed by small parties of the enemy. This, as we 
have alrea<ly remarked, was a frontier post, and gen- 
erally received the brunt of Indian hostility. It had 
been settled in 1779 by four brothers from North 
Carolina, one of whom, William, had married a sister 
of Colonel Daniel Boone. The Indians were con- 
stantly lurking in the neighborhood, waylaying the 
paths, stealing their horses, and butchering their cat- 
tle. It at length became necessary to hunt in parties 
of twenty or thirty men, so as to be able to meet and 
rep.d those attacks, which were every day becoming 
more bold and frequent. 

One afternoon, about the twentieth of May, 
William Bryant, accompanied by twenty men, left 
the fort on a hunting expedition down the Elkhorn 
Creek. They moved with Caution, until they had 
passed all the points where ambuscades had generally 
l)een formed, when, seeing no enemy, they became more 
bold, and determined, in order to sweep a large extent 
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of mniitry, to ilivule their compaiiy into two parties. 
Ont! of liiein, cimilu^ttil by UrvHiit in jtersoti, was to 
dcM-t^nil tlitt Eiklioru on its suuiIk^iii litiiik, flunking 
out largely, and occupy us niucli ground aa pu^ibJe. 
The otliiji', under lii« ordei-s of Jamgs Hooak, a 
young farmer in good circLi instances, was to move 
down in a ittrallel line upon tlie norlli bank. The 
two (larlii'S were [o niett at uight, and eucamp togetlier 
at tlie moutli uf Cane Uun. 

Each punctually perf<iimi-d the first part of their 
plans. Uiigan, however, had traveteil but a few hnu- 
Ared yards, whtu he heanl a loud vuice behind him 
exclaim, in very good English, " Stiip, boye ! " Hastily 
loukiug back, lliey i^aw ^veral Imliatia, on foot, pur- 
suing tliem aa rtipid]y as pof«ible. Wiihont hulling 
to count nunibent, the parly put spurs to tiieir hon-es, 
and diwhed through the woods at lull speed, the In- 
diai^s keeping clore behind lliem. and at times guinine 
upon them. There wag a led hoise in company, which 
had been brought with ihem for the purixise of pack- 
ing gamo. This wa« instantly abandoned, and fell into 
the hands of tlie Indians, t^everul of llicm lost tlitir 
hatj in Ihe eugernew of flight; but quickly getting into 
the open woudp, they left their pursuer)! so £ir behind, 
that they had leisure to breathe, and inquire of each 
otIi«r whether it was wortli while to kill their hnnm 
before they had ascertained the numlier of the enemy. 

They quickly determined to cross the creek, and await 
the a)'i|iroach of the Indians. If they found tbem 
superior to th*ir own an<l IJiynnt's party united, llipy 
WOuM imiiiediHtelv return lo tlie fori ; as, by conliuuing 
tlwir march to tfie nioiith of fane Run, they would 
bring a au|ieri'ir enemy upon (heir Jrit-nda. and endanger 
the lives of the whole party. Tln-v accordingly ci-usred 
the creek, di«miiunie<l, nrnj awaiieil the approach of the 
cm-my. By ibin time it had l)ecome dark. The Indians 
were distinctly heard approaching ihe creek upon the 
opfioaite side, 'and, alUr a rfiorl bait, afolitary warrior 
dp-cended tlie bonk, and began lo wade through 
itream. 

Uoj^an H-aJted until he had ciu%t{<^ h<:)\a S^uii ^ 
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of the trees which grew upon the bank, and as soon as 
he had reached the middle of the stream, where the light 
was more distinct, he took deliberate aim and fired. A 
great splashing in the water was beard, but presently 
all became quiet. The pursuit was discontinued, and 
the party, remounting their horses, returned home. 
Anxious, however, to apprise Bryant's party of theif 
danger, they left the fort before daylight on the ensuing 
morning, and rode rapidly down the creek, in the 
direction of the mouth of Cane. When within a few 
hundred yards of the spot where they supposed the en- 
campment to be, they heard the report of many guns in 
quick succession. Supposing that Bryant had fallen in 
with a herd of bufililo, they quickened their march, in 
order to take part in the sport. 

The morning was fo^rgy, and the smoke of the guns 
l:iy so heavily upon the ground that they could see 
nothing until they had approached within twenty yards 
of the creek, when they suddenly fi)und themselves 
within pijitol-shot of a party of Indians, very com- 
posedly seated upon their packs, and preparing tlieir 
pijKJs. Both parties were much startled, but quickly 
recovering, they sheltered themselves as usual, and the 
action opened with great vivacity. The Imlians main- 
tained their ground for half an hour with some firm- 
ness, but being hard pressed in front, aud turned in 
flank, they at linii:th gave way, and being closely pur- 
sued, were ultimately routed, with consi<leral)le loss, 
which, however, could not be distinctly ascertained. 
Or Hoiran's party, one man was killed on the spot, and 
three others wounded, none niortallv. 

It happened that Bryant's C()m|)any had encamped at 
the mouth of Cane, as had been agreed upt)n, and were 
unal)lo to account lor Hogan's absence. That, al)out 
daylight, they hatl heard a bell at a distxince, which 
they immediately recognized as the one belonging to the 
led horse which had accompanied Hogan's parly, and 
which, as we have seen, had been abandoned to the 
enemy the evening before. Supposing their friends to 
be bewildered in the iog, and unable to find their camp, 
Bryan t, accompanied by Graal, ow^ oi \i\a m^w^ mounted 
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a horse, ami rwle to the spot wliere llie bell ivaa still 
rjiigitig. Tliey quickly fell iiilo nn uinliuscade, anil 
nuve fired iijmi. BryaiiL Kits murtally, auil Grant 
severely wounileil, ihe lirsL being Eliot thruugh tbe hip 
and bulb knee!', tbe latter tbrixigli tbe back. 

Bi^iiig liotb able tii keep tlie saddle, buwcver, they 
si^t »\Mri to their horses, uud arrived at tbe slatiou 
shortly alVr breakfast. Tbe luilmiis, in the meantime. 
Lad I'uIIen upon the encamiiiiienl, and instamly dis- 
petsed it; and, while pre|iaring to regale themselves 
after their victory, were suddenly attacked, as we have 
I iL-Mi, by Hogitn. The timidity of Hugoii's party, at 
' tlie firet appearance of the Indians, was the cause of 
tlitt dt^ath of Bryant. The same men who fled so hastily 
ill the evening, were able the nest mDrniog, by a little 
tirmnc^B, to vaiiquittb the i^ame party of ludiaus. Hnd 
tliey stood at first, an equal success would probably 
have alieuded them, and the life of their leader would 
have been preserved. 



fi 



We have nnw to notira an advenlure of a difitTi 
kind, and ivhii-h. from its singularity, la entitled to 
place in our pogce. In 1783, Lexington was only 
cluster of cabins, one of which, near the spot where the 
court-hnnse now stands, was used as a school-house. 
One tnornijig in May, McKinney, the teacher, was 
sitting alone at hi>t desk, bu>ily engaged in writinj;, 
when, hearing a slight noise at the door, he turned his 
heail and beheld — what do ynu supptee, reader? A tall 
ludtaii in his war }iaint, braudisbing his tomahawk or 
handling hia kuife? Kol an enormous cat, with her 
forefeet upon the sten of the door, her tail curled over 
, her bock, her bristles erect, and her eyes glancing 
nipidlv through tlie room, as if in search of a moui-e. 

McKinriE^'njKisilion at first completely concealed htm, 

but a slight and involuntsiry motion of his chair, at 

I Mght of this sbag^ iuhabilunt of the forest, attracted 

i»'s aitt^ntiiin, and their eyes met. ItlcKinnoy. having 

ard miu'h nf the jKiwcr tjf " the human face divine, 
iu ijiicUin^ th*f audacity of wild uuuu\\£, aWKtvv^V'iA. v» 
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disconcert the intruder by a frown. But puss was not 
to be bullied. Her eyes flashed fire, her tail waved 
angrily, and she began to gnash her teeth, evidently 
bent upon serious hostility. Seeing his danger, McKin- 
ney hastily arose and attempted to snatch a cylindrical 
rule from a table which stood within reach, but the 
cat was too quick for him. 

Darting upon him with the proverbial activity of her 
tribe, she fastened upon his side with her teeth, and 
began to rend and tear with her claws like a fury. 
McKinney's clothes were, in an instant, torn from his 
side, and his flesh dreadfully mangled by the enraged 
animal, whose strength and ferocity filled him with 
astonishment. He in vain attempt^ to disengage her 
from his side. Her long sharp teeth were fastened be- 
tween his ribs, and his efforts served but to enrage 
her the more Seeing his blood flow very copiously 
from the numerous wounds in his side, he became 
seriously alarmed, and not knowing what else to do, he 
tlirew himself upon the edge of the table, and pressed 
her against the sharp coruer with the whole weight of 
his body. 

The cat now began to utter the most wild and dis- 
cordant cries, and McKinney at the same time lifting 
up his voice in concert, the two together sent forth 
notes so doleful as to alarm the whole town. Women, 
who are always the first in hearing or spreading news, 
were now the first to come to McKiiiney's assistance. 
But so strange and unearthly was the harmony within 
the school-house, that they hesitated long before they 
ventured to enttr. At length the boldest of them 
rushed in, and seeing McKinney bending over the cor- 
ner of the table, and writhing his body as if in great 
j)ain, she at first supposed that he was laboring under a 
severe fit of the colic; but quickly perceiving the cat, 
wliich was now in the agonies of death, she screamed 
out, ** Why, good heaven! Mr. McKinney, what is the 
matter?" 

** I have caught a cat, madam I " replied he, gravely 

turning around, while the sweat streamed from his face, 

under the mingled operatiou ot fe\g\\l, %xAioX\^vife^^jad 
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►igony. Most of the neighliora had now arrived, and 
I aik'nip(o(l to Hiseiignge the deail cQt fioin lier mitago- 
vni^t; but S(i tirnily wtrc her tueka locked between hia 
Lritis, tlmt tliU WHS a work of no small difficulty. 
LBcarcely had it been eflected, when Mi-Kionov became 
iTeiy eitb, an<l waa conipolled lo go to bed. In a few 
I dttvs, however, he had tobilly rerovL'ied, and eo late as 
1 ]82lf WHS ahve. ami a resident of Bourbon County, Ky., 
ftuhere he wiis utteii heanl to Hfiiini, thai he, at any time, 
I hnd ratlier light two Indians than one wild cat. . 



About the some time, a conflict more unequal, and 
tally remarkulile. took plnce in another part of the 
iniry. David Moieoan, a relation of the celebrated 
I'Genrnil Dajiiel Krurgno, hud settled upon tlie Monongap 
Kliela during the earlier pcrimi otithe Revolutionary war, 
paitd at this time had ventured to occupy a cabin at the 
lidisrauce of several milrs from any settlement. One 
rDiorniu^, baviiig«enthi»yonngcr children out to afield, 
\.aX a consideralilc distntice friini the house, he became 
Lnneifety about them, and repnircd to the spot where they 
E Virre ivurking, armed, as usual, with a good rifle. While 
I aitiio}; upon the fence, and "iving some directii-ns as 
Uieir work, he .iliterved two Indians upon the other side. 
«r tlie field, (laEing earneelly upon the party. He ii 
iitantly called to the children to make their escape, whi 
e vhould attempt to cover their ntreat, 

le oilds wi-re greatly againi<t him, as, in addition __ 
r circuni8tauce8, ho waa nearly seventy years of' 
le, and, of conrsc, unable to contend with nis eneiatei 
i ruuiiiiig. The liou^ was more than a mile du^tant, 

■ Wi ll«! ihililreri, having two hundred yards the start, 

■ Aud lieing eiTwiuaUy covered by tiieir father, were soon 
\ wa far in front that the Indians turned their attention 

to the old mun. He ran, for several hundred 

ynnlx, with an activity which astonished himself, but 

perceiving that be would be overtaken long before he 

could reach his home, he fiitrly turned at bar, and pre- 

L pared for a strenuous resistunce. The woods, through 

Bnrhidi they were running, were very Uuw, &u4. cn^smNx^ 
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almost entirely of ^mall trees, behind which it was 
difficult to obtain proper slielter. 

When Morgan adopted the above-mentioned resolu- 
tion, he had just passed a large walnut, which stood like 
a patriarch among the saplings which surrouuded it, 
and it became necessary to run back about ten steps in 
order to regain it The Indians became startled at the 
suddQu advance of the fugitive, and were compelled 
to halt among a cluster of saplings, where they anx- 
iously strove to shelter themselves. This, however, was 
impossible; and Morgan, who was an excellent marks- 
man, saw enough of the person of one of them to justify 
him in risking a shot. His enemy instintly fell, mor- 
tally wounded. The other Indian, taking advantage 
of Morgan's empty gun, sprung from his shelter and 
advanced rapidly upon him. The old niun, having no 
time to reload his guit, was compelled to fly a second 
time. The Indian gained rapidly upon him, and when 
within twenty steps, fired, but with so unsteady an aim 
that Morgan was totiilly unhurt, the ball having passed 
over his shoulder. 

He now ap^ain stood at bay, clubbing his rifle for a 
blow; while the Indian, dropping his empty gun, bran- 
dished his tomahawk and ])repared to throw it at his 
enemy. Morgan struck with the butt of his gun and 
the Indian whirled his tomahawk at one an<l the same 
moment. Both blows took effl^ct, and both were at 
once wounded and disarmed. The breech of the rifle 
was broken against the Indian's skull, and the edge of 
the tomalmwk was shattered against the barrel of the 
rifle, having first cut off* two of the fingers of Morgan's 
left hand. The Indian then attempting to draw his 
knife, Morgan grappled him and bore him to the ground. 
A furious struggle ensued, in which the old man's 
strength failed, and the Indian succeeded in turning 
him. 

Planting his knee in the breast of his enemy, and 

yelling loudly, as is usual with them upon any turn of 

fortune, he again felt for his knife, in order to terminate 

the struggle at once; but having lately stolen a woman's 

apron, and tied it around \\\a vi^\.> Vi\a kmfe v:as so 
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^luch confined that lie had great difficultj- in finding j 
e linndle, Morgan, in ihe meuniiine, being a regular j 
Higiiist, according lo tlie custom of Virginia, and pur- J 
'scily at home in a ground struggle, look ndvantagu of J 
' e Bwkwardness of the Indian, nnd got one of (he iiB* J 
f his right fannd between bis teeili. The IndioaJ 

1 and roared in vain, etrngglmg to eslriciile it. f 

llorgan held him fitst, and begun lo ngsiiit him in hnut- J 
' ; for the knite. Each seizeil it at the same moment, J 
e ItidJau by the blade and Morgan by the handle, but \ 

1 very eligiit hold. 
Tlie Indian, having the firmest bold, began to draw 
B knife further out of its theiilh, when Morgan, sud- 
■nly giving his finger a fuiious bite, twilchid the 
life dexterously thronj-h his hand, oultinp it Eeveiely. 
loth now sprang to their feet, Morgan brandishing 
1 adversary's knife, and still holding his finger be- 

1 his (eeth. In vain the poor Imliun ttru^gled to i 
t away, i-earing. phinging, and bolting, like an uo^ | 
mken colt. Tbu teeth of the while man were like K 
ic, and he at linglh Huceeedtd in giving him a stab 
1 the side. The Indian receivid it ivitbout fulling, tlie 
:nife having struek his ribs; but a sicond blow, ainitd 
X the stomach, proved more eUeetnal, and the earage 
Ul. Morgan thru^^t the knife, handle and all, into lb*, ■ 
vity of tlie body, directed it upward, and starting tOi'J 
» fort, made the best of bi^ way home. 
The ncighb^irhotid was quickly alarmed; and, bui 
r.nring to the spot tiberc lite struggle had taken place, 
I they found ibe first Indian lying wliero lie bad fallen, 
till the second had disappeiired, A broad trail of blond, 
however, condncted to a fallen iree-top, williin one 
hundred yards of the spot, into which the pocr fellow 
had dmgged himself, and wliere he now lay Iileeding, 
Jiut still alive. He had pUickid the knife from his 
jfround, and wn.-* endenvorinp to dress it with the slolea. _ 
which lind cost him bis lite — when his enendei i 
jnprnached. Thcloveoflife appeared still strong withial 
■im, however. He greeted them with what was in*l 
]hiiideil for an insinnniing smile, held nut his band and f 
nclaimcd, ia broken English, "How Ac <Vq, VittAaYl 
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how de do ? Glad to see you ! " But, poor fellow ! the 
love was all on his side. Their brotherhood extended 
onl^ to tomahawking, scalping, and skinning him, all of 
which operations were performed within a few minutes 
after the meeting. To such an extent had mutual in- 
jury inflamed both parties. 



About the middle of July, 1782, seven Wyandotts 
crossed the Ohio a few miles above Wheeling, and com- 
mitted great depredations upon the southern shore, 
killing an old man whom they found alone in his cabin, 
and spreading terror throughout the neighborhood. 
Within a few hours after their retreat, eight men as- 
sembled from different parts of the small settlement, 
and pursued the enemy with great expedition. Among 
the most active and efficient of the party were two 
brothers, Andrkw and Adam Poe. Androw was pai*- 
ticularly popular. In strength, action, and hardihood, 
he had no equal, being finely formed, and inured to all 
the perils of the woods. They had not ft^llowed the 
trail far before they became satisfied that the dej)re(lators 
were conducted by Big Foot, a renowned chief of the 
Wyandolt tribe, who derived his name from the im- 
mense size of his feet. 

His heigiit considerably exceeded six feet, and his 
streui^th was represented as Herculean. He had also 
five brothers, but little inferior to himself in size and 
courat^e, and as they generally went in company, they 
were the terror of the whole country. Andrew Poe was 
overjoyed at the idea of measuring his strength with 
that of so celebrated a chief, and urged the pursuit 
with a keenness which quickly brought him into the vi- 
cinity of the euemy. For the la>^t few miles, the trail 
had led theni up tlie southern bank of the Ohio, where 
the foot-prints in the sand were dee[) and obvious ; but 
when within a few hundred yards of the point at which 
the whites as well as the Indians were in the habit of 
crossing, it suddenly diverged from the stream and 
stretched along a rocky ridge, forming an obtuse an- 
f^le mill its former dlrecUow. 
Here Andrew halted for a mom^TA. a\A ^^^\*i^\ia 




brollier nniJ the other young men to follow the trail with 1 
pro[>*r caiilion, while he Tiimsell' slill adhered to thft 1 
river patli, which h-d through clugters of willowa direclly 
Lto the point wliere he supposed the enemy to lie. Hav- 
■iDg rxaniineil the priming of hi» gun, he crept cau- 
Itiousiy through the bushes, until he bad a view of the 
KjKiijit of emburkatioD. Here lay two CAnoes, empty and 

■ ■ppoTEntly deserted. Being satL'^fied, however, that tiie 

■ Iiidians w«re close at hand, be relaxed nothing of his 
ftvigilunce, and quickly gained a jutting cliff, which bung 
»iniuediuteiy over the cauoe:a. Hearing a low mumiur 

^luw, he peered cautiously over, and beheld the object 

rf his ecarch. The gigantic Big Foot lay below liiro, 

l|n thu thade of a willow, aud was talking in a low, deep 

■ Inne to another warrior, who secme<l a mere pigmy by 
JU8 aide. 

Andrew cautiously drew back ojid corkeil his gun. 
riifl mark was fair, the distance did not exci'etl twenty 
Mt, and hi^ ai<ii was unerriu;;. Rai^aig his rifle sl.iwly _ 
tnd cautiously, he to<ik a steady sim at Bi;.' Foot's breoflt .1 
md drew tlie trigger. His guu Hashed. Both Indiiu»> * 
Elpning to their feet with a d<«p interjection of surprise, 
indfuraFin^lesraotid.all three sin re>l upon each other. 
*hia inactivity, howevet-, was soon over, Andrew was 
„M much hampered hy the buslies to retreat, and, set- 
^ug his life upon a aisl uf the die, he sprung over the 
|ibush which had sliclt«reil him. und, summoning all his 
^jowora, leaped boldly ihiwn the prei'ipice aud alighted 
JDpon titc brciktt of Big Fi>ut with a shock that bore 
*lim tn the earth. 

At the m-nnpnt of cintact, Andrew had also throws--] 

^lis right arm aronnit the neck of the smidlcr Indian,, l 

3 thiit all three eiinie to the earth together. At that 

moment a sharp firing was heard among the bushes 

flboi-e, announcing that the other parlies were engaged ; 

but the trio hehiw were ton busy to attend to any thing 

I but themselves. Big Foot was for an instant stunned by 

L<he violence of the shock, and Andrew was enabled to 

RkMp them both down. But the esertion necessary for 

■ that purpose was so great that he had no leisure to use 
' ' ' 'Ic. Big Foot quickly recovered, and, without 

17 
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attempting to rise, wrapped his long arms around 
Andrew's body, and pressed him to nb breatjt with 
the crushing force of a boa-constrictor. Andrew, as 
we have already remarked, was a powerful man, and 
had seldom encountered his equal; but never had he 
yet felt an embrace like that of Big Foot. 
• He instantly relaxed his hold of the small Indian, 
who sprang to his feet. Big Foot then ordered him 
to run for his tomahawk, which iav within ten steps, 
and kill the white man, while he held him in his arms. 
Andrew, seeing his danger, 8tniggle<l monfuMy to extri- 
cate himself from the folds of the giant, but in vain. 
The lesser Indian approached with his uplifted toma- 
hawk, but Andrew watched him closely, and as he was 
about to strike, gave him a kick so sudden and violent 
as to knock the tomahawk from his hand, and send him 
stagijering back into the water. Big Foot uttered an 
exciaraatKm in a t(me of deep contempt at the f'aiiure 
of his corapani(m, and rai^^iug his voice to its iiighest 
pitch, thun'lered out several words in the Indian tongue, 
which Andrew coul 1 not understand, but snppo^^ed to be 
a direction for a second attack. 

The lesser Indian now again approached, carefully 
shunning An<1re\v's heel-i, and miiking many motions 
with his tomahawk, in onler to deceive him as to the 
point where the blow would fall. This lasted for sev- 
eral seconds, until a thnndering exclamation from Big 
Foot compelled his companion to strike. Snch was 
Andrew's dexterity an<l vigilance, however, that he man- 
aged to received the tomahawk in a glancing direction 
upon his left wrist, wounding him deeply, hut not dis- 
aoling him. He now made a sudden and desperate 
effort to free himself from the arms of the jritint, and 
succeeded. Instantly snatcliinir up a ri(l< ;t* ihe In- 
dian could not venture to shoot for fear of Isi ting his 
companion), he shot the lesser Indian tlir»viL^I; ri.e body. 

But scarcely ha<l he done so, when Wv;: For.t aro>e, 
and placing one hand upon his colic r ati<i the other 
upon his hip, pitched him ten feet into the nir. as he 
himself would have pitched a child. Aiidn ^v loll upon 
his back at the edge of the water, but !>• fore his an* 
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Etaf^Tiist cntiM spring upon bim, he wor n^nin upon bis 
Ffrtt; iind riting »itli ra^e nc tlie idea of being hitudled 
■an easily, lie uttucked Ins gigantic anla^'uni^t with a 
Bfbry whiL-li lor a time comiiensaied lor inferiurilv itf . 
'itren^th. It was now a lUir fist Oglit between tnem^l 
III the hurry of ilie elriipgle neillier had lii-uie tff ■ 
V ihfir knives. Andrew s t-upcrior flctlviiy and ex- 

ferieiiee as a pugilist, gave him great advantage. The 
iidian struck awkwardly, and finding himself rapidly 
l'llm]>ping ti) It^eward, he rtoeed with liis antagoDiijt, and 
■ sgniii hurled him ti> the gri>nud. 
I Thry qniekly rulled into tlie river, nnd the strug^ 
tcoiitiiiueii nith unahiiUd fury, each aItem|itiMg L 
rdn>wn the other. Tlie Inilian being unused lo cucal 
violent exertion, nnd Iniving been inuih injured by the 
first shuck in Ida st'intach, waa unable to exert the eatne 
powi-rs which had given him Piieh a decided Fiipeiiority 

tat first; and, Andrew seizing him by the fcalp-luck, 
put hia head under water, and held it there, UTitil 
thn f^int struggles of the Indian induced him to be- 
lieve that he was drowned, wlit'n he relaxed his hold 
and attempted to drnw his knife. The Indian, how* 
ever, to use Andrew's oiin expression, " had only bceitB 
poserMiXG!" 

He instantly r^inefl hia feet, and in his turn 

his lulversnry under. In ihe strugjile both were carried 

out intii the current, beyond their d<pih. and each wai 

ronipclled to relax his hold and swim for his lilWj 

Tliere was still one loaded rifle upon ihe §hoi 

jnch fwnm hard in order to reach it. bur the Inilian 

[ pniveil the most exjMri snininier, ami Andrew seeing 

f that he shimM l>e (no late, turned and swam out into 

viream, intending to dive and thus frustrate his 

I eiieiuv's iiilGntlon. At this tuEiant, Adam, having 

I he^rd that his brother was alone in a struggle with 

I two Indians, and in great danger, ran up hastily 10 

I the edge of the bank ab<ive, in order to assist him. { 

I Another while man followed him elo-^ely, and eeeinn 

I Andrew in the river. cnvereiJ wilh blooil, and swiinmi 

I rapidlv from shore, mistook him for an Indian nnd fil.-.^ 

Upon him, wvUuding him dangerously in the shouldtO'JI 
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Andrew turned, and seeing his brother, called loudly 
upon him to "shoot the big Indian U|M)n the shore. 
Adam's gun, however, was empty, having just been 
discharged. Fortunately, Big Foot had also seized the 
gun with which Andrew had shot the lesser Indian, so 
tliat both were upon an equality. The conte^^t now 
was who should load first. Big Foot poured in his 
powder first, and drawing his ramrod out of its sheath 
in too great a hurry, threw it into the river, and while 
he ran to recover it, Adam gained an advantage. 
Still, the Indian was but a second too late, for his 
gun was at his shoulder, when Adam's ball enten^d 
his breast. The gun dropped from his hands, and he 
fell forward upon his face upon the very margin of 
the river. 

Adam, now alarmed for his brother, who was scarcely 
able to swim, threw down his gun and rushed into the 
river in order to bring him ashore; but Andrew, more 
intent upon securiir;^ the sciilp of Big Foot as a 
trophy, than upon his own safety, called loudly upon 
his brother to leave him alone and scalp the big In- 
dian, who was now endeavoring to roll himself into 
the water, from a romantic desire, peculiar to the Indian 
warrior, of securing his scalp from the enemy. Adam, 
however, refused to obey, an»I insisted upon saving the 
livinjr, l)efore attending to the dead. Big Foot, in the 
meantime, had succeeded in reaching the deep water 
before he expired, and his body was borne off by the 
waves, without being stripped of the ornament and 
pride of an Indian warrior. 

Not a man of the Indians had escaped. Five of 
Bi:^ Foots brothers, the flower of the Wyandott na- 
tion, had accompanied him in the expedition, and all 
perished. It is said that the news of this calamity 
tiirew the whole tribe into mourning. Their remaika- 
ble size, their courage, and their superior intelligence, 
gave them immense influence, which, greatly to their 
credit, was generally exerted on the side of humanity. 
Their powerful interposifnm had saved many piisoners 
from the stake, and had given a milder character to the 
warfare of the Indians in that part of the country. A 
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chief of the same name was alive in that part of the 
country so late as 1792, but whether a brotlier or son 
of Big Foot, is not known. Andrew Poe lecoveied of 
his Wdundfi, and lived many yt^ars aAer his nieniorable 
conflict; but never forgot the tremendous **hug" which 
he sustained iu the arms of Big Foot. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE present, like the preceding chapter, will be de- 
vot^ to miscellaneous items of intelligence, ar- 
ranged in chronological order. About the middle of the 
summer of 1792, a gentleman named Woods, impru- 
dently removed from the neighborhood of a station, and 
for the benefit of his 8t4)ck, settled on a lonely heath, 
near Beargrass. One morning he left his family, con- 
sistin<r of a wife, a daughter not yet grown, and a lame 
negro man, and rode off to the nearest station, not ex- 
pecting to return until night. Mi*s. Woods, while en- 
gaged in her dairy, wa-* alarmed at seeing several In- 
dians rapidly approaching the house, ohe instantly 
screamed louilly in order to give the alarm, and mn 
with her utino:jt speed, in order to reach the house be- 
fore them. In this she succeeded, but had not time to 
close the door until the foremost Indian had forced his 
way into the house. As soon as he entered, the lame 
negro grappled him and attempted to throw him upon 
the flo.)r, but was himself hnrle<l to the ground with 
violence, the Indian falling nj^on him. 

Mrs. Woods wms too busily engajrod in keeping the 
door close I a.;ainst the party without, to attend to the 
combatants, but the lame negro, holding the Indian in 
his arm^, called to the young girl to cut his head off 
with a Very sharp ax which lay under the bed. She 
attempted to obey, but struck with so trembling a hand 
that the blow was ineffectual. Repeating her efforts 
under the direction of the negro, however, she at length 
wounded the Indian so badly, that the negro was en- 
abled to ari-^e andcom|)lete tlie execution. Elate! with 
success, he then called to his mistress and told her to 
Buffer another Indian to enter and they would kill them 
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all one hj one. Wliile deliberating upon this proposal, 
however, a sharp fiiiiiy; was lieuril 'without, ana tlie In- 
dians quickly dieupp> itrnl. A pany of white men had 
BUPH Ihem at a (h^tan(■e, and having folltiwed them 
cautiimsly, had now interposed, at a very critical mo- 
ment, and rescued a helpless family from almost certain 
deau-uctJou. 
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In the spring of 1784, three young Kentucki 
Davis, Caffrke, and McClure, pursued a piirly of 
•oiithem Indiana, wh" had stolen horses Irom Lincoln 
County, and finding it Imfiossible to overtake them, they 
dererminvd to go un to the tifarest Indian settlement, 
aud make repriisals, horse eieiiliug being at that time a 
very ta^hionable aniu^nieiit, and much practiced on 
boih sides. After traveling several days, they catne 
within a tew miles of au iQUian toun near the Tennes* 
see River, called Chicacaugo. Here they fell in with 
tbiee Indiiins. Finding theni^^elves iqunl in point of 
Dumbtr^ tite tuo parties iirude signs of peace, shook 
haudi, and agreed to traveE together. Kucb, however, 
was evidently suspicious of llie other. The Indians 
walked upon one side I'f ihe road and the whites upon 
tbe other, watching eat h other attenlivily. 

At length the Indiaiu spoke logeiber in tones fo low 

and earnest, tlint the whiles liecame ^alisfit-d of their 

treacherous intcniions, and dt-trinined to anticipnt« 

thtm. Caflree being a very powerful mun. proposed 

that he himself fhoidd seize one Indian, while Davis 

and McCture should shoot Ihe other tao. The plan 

was n bod one, but was unforiunatelv adopted. CatTree 

Burung boMly npim tlit? nenrcst Indian, grasped bia 

tnroat firmly, burled him lu the ground, and drawing 

I • onrd fnmi bis pookel attonipleil lo lie him. At tha 

I lanw instant Davis aud McClure altimpttil to [lerform 

I ibeir re>:[iective parts. McClure killed bis man, but 

I Davia's gun missed fire. All tliree. i. f., the two whita 

I turn and the Iiiduin at whom D^ivis ba<l fl»»bed, ira- 

I aiediaiely took trees, and prepared for a skirmish, i 
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CSaSree remained upon the ground with the captared 
Indian, both exposed to the nre of the othera 

In a few seconds, the savage at whom Davis had 
flashed, shot Cafiree as he lay upon the ground and 
gave him a mortal wound, and was instantij shot in 
turn by McClure,. who had reloaded his gun. CaflTree 
becoming very weak, called upon Davis to come and 
assist him in tying the Indian, and instantly afterward 
expired. As Davis was runnine up to the assistance 
of his friend, the Indian, now released by the death of 
his captor, sprung to his feet, and seizing Caffree's rifle, 
presented it menacingly at Davis, whose gun was not in 
order for service, and who ran <^ into the forest, closely 
pursued by the Indian. McClure hastily reloaded his 
gun, and taking up the nfle which Davis had dropped, 
followed them for some distance into the forest, making 
all those signals which had been concerted between 
them in case of separation. All, however, was vain ; 
he saw nothing more of Davis, nor coul<i he ever after*- 
ward learu his fate. As he never returned to Ken- 
tucky, however, he probably perished. 

McClure, finding himself alone in the enemy's coun- 
try, and surrounded by dead bodies, thought it prudent 
to abandon the object of the expedition and return to 
Kentucky. He accordingly retraced his steps, still bear- 
ing Davis's rifle in addition to his own. He had scarcely 
marched a mile, before he saw advancing from the op- 
posite direction an Indian warrior, riding a horse with 
a bell around its neck, and accompanied by a boy on 
foot. Dropping one of the rifles, which might have 
created suspicion, McClure advanced with an air of 
confidence, extending his hand and making other signs 
of peace. The oj^posite party appeared frankly to re- 
ceive his overtures, and, dismounting, seated himself 
upon a log, and drawing out his pipe, gave a few pufl's 
himself, and then handcii it to McClure. 

In a few minutes another bell was heard, at the dis- 
tance of half a mile, and a second piirty of Indians ap- 
peared upon horseback. The Indian with McClure now 
coolly informed him by signs that when the horsemen 
arrived, he (McClure) was to be bound and carried ofl* 



^V Tn03fAS AIMl.mALL. ^^^| 

^m as s prisoner willi hU feel tiol under Ihe horse's l>el^^^H 
^H Inordrrtii expluin it mure lully, the Iiiiliun ^ot ^^rij^^^H 
^r oC the log, QDil locked liis lrg« to|,'fther umlenieath l^^^^ 
McUure, iutemally thunking the fellow for his exceeo 1 
of candor, deienuiued to disiippoiiit liim, and nhile his 
enemy was bu^ily ciigageil In riding the log, and raira- 
1^^ ickiiig the actions of a prisoner, he very ijuietlv ble^^^J 
^L bb bruinx out, and mn ofl' iniu IW- woods. The liidi^^H 
^B boy instantly mounted the bell>:d horse, and rode ^^^| 
^V in Rn opposite direction. ^^^H 
^ McClure was fiercely pursued by several small Indi*^^^ 
* dogs, that frequently ran between his legs and threw ' 
him down. After falling five or six times, his eyes be- 
came full of dust, and he waa totally blind. Dtspait^ 
ing at escape, he dogfiedly lay upon nis fai-e, expecting 
every instaut to feel the edge of ihe tomahawk. To his 
astonishment, however, no enemy appeared, and even 
the Indian dogs, after tugging at him lor a few minutes, 
and completely stripping hiiu of his breeches, left bira 
to continue his journey unmolft-ltd. Finding every 
thing quiet, in a few momenU he arose, and taking up 
his gun, continued his march to Kentucky. He rPiichna 1 
home in safety, and in 1820 was stilt alive. Thiscn^^H 
muuication is from his own lips, and may be relied up^^^H 
as currecL ^^^H 


^1 In the course of the next year, many families cao^^^H 
H down the Ohio in boats, landed at Maysville, and co^^H 
H tiiiuod their route by land, in such parU of the cuunlr^^^ 
H a< pleaced thtm. Out of a number of inciilents which 
H_ Ktt«!ndod tJie pui^snge of boats down the river, X shall 
^K select two. as worthy of being nienlioned, Coliinel ,| 
B Thomas Marsiiai-l. formerly commander of the Thi^^^H 
^1 Virginia Uegiment on contineutul eettihlishnient, il^^^^l 
^^ sut>Hequenrly holding the same rank iu the Virg;inia >4^^| 
^M tillrry. eralHirked with a numerous family on hoard ^H^^ 
H a flal-hotlomcd b»nt, and descended tlie Ohio without 1 
H any incident worthy of notice, until he had pitssed the 
H ninulb of KenawhA. Here, about ten o'clock at night, . 
H be was hailed from the northern shore by a man wtu^^^ 
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spoke good English, and quickly announced himself as 
JTames Girty, the brother of tiimin, both of whom have 
already been repeatedly mentioned. The boat dropped 
alowly down within one hundred and fifty yards of the 
shore, and Girty making a corresponding movement on 
the beach, the conference was kept up for several min- 
utes. He began by mentioning hb name, and inquir- 
ing that of tlie master of the boat. 

Having been sati.sfied upon this head» he assured him 
that he knew him well, respected him highly, etc, and 
concluded with some rather extraordinary remarks. 
'' He had been posted there," he said, '* by the order 
of his brother Simon, to warn all boats of the daneer 
of pTHiitting themselves to be dt'coyed asliore. The 
Indiims had become jealous of him, and he had lost 
that influence which he formerly held amcmg them. 
Hj deeply rej:retted the injury vf\\\A\ he had infl.cted 
upon his countrymen, and wished to be restored to their 
sociifty. In order to ccmvintte them of the sincerity of 
his regard, he had directed him to warn all boats of the 
snares spread for them. Every effirt would be made 
to draw passengers ashore. Whiie men would appear 
on the b.uik, and chill ten would be heanl to supplicate 
for mercy. But," continued he, ** do ytiu keep the mid- 
dle of the river, and steel 3M)ur heart against every 
mourn f'ul application which you may receive." The 
colonel thanked him for his intelligence, and continued 
his course. 

From this it would appear, that Girty's situation was 
by no means enviable. The superior intelligence w^hich 
had first given him influence, gnidually attracte<l envy. 
Combinations were probably formed against him, us 
th -y are in civilized life, against every man who is 
guilry of the unpardonable offense of mounting rapidly 
al)ove his fellows. Ambiti<m, jealousy, infri^^ue, com- 
binations for particular objects, prevail as strongly 
among 8ava;^es as among civilized beings, and spring 
in each from the same source — a tender, passionate, iu- 
onlinate love of self — a i)as3ion the mo<t univen^al, 
deeply roott'd, and infinitely diversified in iis <»perations 
of any in existence — a passion as strong and easily of- 
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rftmled in the degraflf^ Holt«itnt, as in the Eitipertf 



f Kiipolcon, ill tile Mi|ieraiinuaied old i 
bliHiiiiing belle — the only tiuniuii pasaion which 
nut tame, ur misery exlinj.'iiisli, or experience 
pliiio-fitiby espel ; wLieh flutters as strongly in lUe jaws 
ol (Icatli as ill the vigor of life, and is as buoyant and 
ridiculous in the breuat of the philosopher, as in thai 
of a village bfauiy. Nutliitig more wua ever heard 
Girly'a wieb to be resttired t<> hisetntiou in jocietv, _ 
bli wamin);, by whatever motive dictated, was of' eei 
lee 10 inaDy familie:). 



Jaws 
I and 
tha^^J 



About the same time, Capiain James Ward, at 
ent a higldy re»pecinble eiiizen of Maron County, 
(IS-li), wasde^ci-iidiiig the Ohio, nmler circum stances 
irhii'h rendered a rencontiT with tlie Indians peculiarly 
to be dnaded. He, to);ether with half a dnzeii nihera, 
one of them his nephew, embarked in & crazy boat, 
abotit foriy-five ftet long and eight f'et wide, with no 
oiher bulwark than a swingle pine plank nboTe each gun- 
mlc. The boat was much encumbered with bii^sgi 
■nd seven horses were on board. Having seen no eneiu 
for several davs. they had become peiure and carele* 
ind perniitlea the boat to drifl wiihiii fifiy yards of tl 
Ohio shore. Suddenly several hundred Indians f hi 
them.<elvos on tlie bank, and rnniiing down boldly ti 
WHlcr'a fidge, njieiipd a heavy lire upon tlie boat. 
Ulonishmeiit of the crew mny be conceived. 

Caplnin WnnI and his nephew were at the oars wbea 
the enemy npiie^ired, and the captiiin, knowing that their 
•ufety de]H-tideil ujKin their ability (o regain the middle 
of thr river, kept (lis seat firmly, and exertrd his utmoiit 
powers lit the onri hut his nephew started np at »ight 
of I be c-ncmy, seiied his rifle, and was in the art of lev- 
eling it, nhen he received a bull in tlie brea.>t nud fell 
dciin in the boltum ol the hout. Unfortui 
ftll into the river, luid the captain, having no one t 

rill against him, ratlur urged the boat nearer to i" 
mile shore Uiun otherwise. He quickly seized a plat 



however, and giving his 



II oar to another of the c. 
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he took the station which his nephew had held, and, un- 
hurt by the shower of bullets which flew around him, 
continued to exert himself until the boat had reached a 
more respectable di^tauce. He then for the first time 
looked arouud him, in order to obsenre the condition of 
the crew. 

His nephew lay in his blood, perfectly lifeless; the 
horses hod been all killed or mortally wounded. Some 
had fallen overboard, others were struggling violently, 
and causing their frail bark to dip water so abundantly 
as to excite the most serious apprehensions. But the 
crew presented the most singular spectacle. A captain, 
who had served with reputation in the continental army, 
seemed now totally beretl of hb faculties. He lay upon 
his back in the bottom of the boat with hands uplifted, 
and a countenance in which terror was penM)nified, ex- 
claiming, in a tone of despair, " Oh, Loid! Oh, Liord!" 
A Dutchman, whose weight might amount to about 
three hundred pounds, was anxiously engaged hi endeav- 
oring to find slielter for his bulky person, which, from 
the lowness of the gunwales, was a very difficult under- 
taking. In spite of his utmoi^t efforts, a portLin of ]iis 
posterial luxuriance appeared above the gunwale, and 
afforded a mark to the enemy, which brought a constant 
shower of balls around it 

In vain he sliiflcd his position. The hump still ap- 
peared, and the balls still flew around it, until the 
butchman, losing all patience, raised his head a1)ove 
the gunwale, and, in a tone of querulous remonstrance, 
called out, "Oh, now! quit tat tanined nonsense tere, 
will you?" Not a shot was fired from the boat. At 
one time, after they had parily regained the current. 
Captain Ward attempte<l to brinj^ his rifle to bear upon 
them, but so violent was the agitation of the boat from 
the furious strujr^rles of the horses, that he could not 
strady his piece within twenty yards of the enemy, and, 
quickly laving it asi«le, returned to the oar. The In- 
dians followed them down tlie river for more than an 
hour, but, having no canoe?, they dll not attempt to 
board ; and as the boat was at length transierreil to the 
opposite side of the river, tliey at length abandoned the 
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rsuit and flisappenrMl. None of tlie crew, save I 
iiic; iiian already nietiiioneij, were hurt, althuugli ihe^ 
ichiimn's K-ai of huuor served es a turgtt for ili0^ 
uf an hour, and the coDtineutal eajitaiii wa 
Bejily murlilied at the oudden and, ns lie said. "una4 
table" [laiik' whicli had seized him. Cajitain Ward 
elf was protecUd bv a po^t, wliiih hiid Iwen I 
1 to tlie guuwale, and behind tvhich he eat ^'liile 



Id the mcnth of August, 1786, Mr. Frakcis Dows- 
«, tlien a mere lad, was living in a f<iri, where fiib- 
illvsome iron works were erected by Mr. Jneob 
, now (in 1832) knonn by the nnn'ie of "Slate 
n-k Works," mid tire fho property of Colonel Thomas 
> 0»in);». About the fixleontli, a youi'i: man be- 
g 10 the fort called iipmi Downing, niid requested 
ifltniice in hnniin^ fur n horse which had slraye ' 
)i) ihe piTccding cvining. Downing readily cufi 
h\, and tile two fiienda tiaversed the woods in evi 
, unlit nt. hngth, towaril evening, ihiy fm 
^emselves in a wild valley, at the disitinco of six or 
ilea from the fort. Here Downing became 
tanned, and repe:itedly uKurt-d his elder companion, 
riiOBe D&mc was Yules, that he heard ttieks ri-Hcl^inj 
lliind theiD, iind was confident llmt Indians More 
big them. Yates, being an ex[>erii-iieeil hnnlcr, 
PDni habit izrnwn indifferent to Ihe dangers of 

"iveried liimH-lf fnroly nt the exp'-H.'-c of his 
iinpiinion, ofien inquiring at what price he 
1 his fcaip, and offi'ring to insure it for sixpence, 
itwiiing, however, wa- m-t so easily t^iili^fitMi. He _ 
iived that in whatever direction they turned tha 
me ominous sounds continued to huum them, and ( 

I treated his fear^ with the most jterfect indif! 

rence, he deiermined lo taUe his inearures upon I' 

own res|Hii>s>bility. Graduidly slackening his pace, I 

p«!rinilte>f Yab's to advance twenty or thiity steps i 

mint of him, and immediiilely after descending a gentli 

iddeidy sprang ui-ide and hid himself in 
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cluster of whortleberry bushes. Yate?, who at that time 
was performing some woodlaml ditty to the full extent 
of his lung.4, was too much pleased with his owu voice 
to atteud either to Downing or the Indians, and was 
quickly out of sight Scarcely had he disappeared, 
wheu Downing, to his unspodEable terror, beheld 
two savages put aside the stalks of a canebrake and 
look out cautiously in the direction which Yates had 
taken. 

Fearful that they had seen him step aside, he deter- 
mined to fire upon them and trUdt to his heels for 8aft;ty ; 
but so unsteady was his hand, that, in raisine his ^un 
to his shoulder, it went off before he had taken aim. 
He lost no time in following its example, and after hav- 
ing run fifty yards he met Yatss, who, alarmed at the 
report, was hastily retracing his steps. It was not ueo- 
e-^sary to inquire what was the matter. The enemy 
were in full view, pressing forward with great rapidity, 
ami *• devil Uike the hindino.st" was the order of the day. 
Yates would not outstrip Downing, but ran by his side, 
although in so (h»ing lie risked both of their lives. The 
Indians were well aojuaint^ with the country, and so<in 
took a path that diverged from the one which the whites 
followed at one point and rejoined it at another, bearing 
the bame relatitm to it that the string does to the bow. 

The two paths were at no point distant fn)m each 
other more than one hundred yards, so that Yates and 
Downing could easily see the, enemy gaining rapidly 
upon them. They reached the point of reunion first, 
however, and quickly came to a deep gully, which it 
was necessary to cross or retrace their steps. Yates 
cleared it without difficulty, but Downing, being much 
exhausted, fell short, and falling with his breast against 
the opposite brink, rebounded with violence and fell at 
full length on the bottom. The Indians crossed the 
ditch a few yards below him, and, eager for the capture 
of Yates, continued the pursuit, without appearing to 
notice Downing. The latter, who at first had given 
himself up for lost, quickly recovered his strength, and 
began to walk slowly along the ditch, fearing to leave 
it, lest the enemy should see him. As he advanced. 
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nw«ver, l^e ditcli becam? mr>re shallow, until at length 
jtceuscH bi pi'ih'cC hitii at all. 

I Louking nrouoil cautloiidy, he saw one of the Indintia 
nruruing, anpurt'ntly iu qiie^t i>f liiiu. Unfurti mutely, 
"pe had uej^ltrvted to reload liie gun while in the diicn, 
Ind M Uic Indian iostiiutiy ailvanwil ujion him, he hud 
a retoaree but flight. Throwing away his gun, which, 
s now ueelei^, he plie<l his legs manfully in a^ceudiu] 
ong ridge which sireli'heti before him, but the Indi 
iucd ujion him fo rnpidly that he lost all hn]ie of 
Coming at len>:th to a large poplar which In 
Iwoii blown up by the roota, he ran alonp the body 
the trre np<m one aide, while the Indian followed it (if 
the other, doubtless expecting to intercept him at till 

But here lh« supieme duniioiou of fortune 
JBnnif'-vIed. 

It hjt|ipened that a larce sbebenr was sncltling her 
bed which she h:id inm'e nt the root of llie tree, 
ic Iniliiin reaehtd tlint piint fi^^t, she in^tantlj ' 
nrnng upon him, an'i a prmligioiis uproar took pir — 

B Indian velleil, and fiiiilil)ed with his kni e; the b 
rowled, nno sainted him with one of her mut^t endtai 
"hugs," «hile DnwninfT, fervently wishing her bi 
1, ran off through the wiMids, without waiting to i . 
Ilie event of the struggle. Downing readied the foi 
.1 mfety, and found Yates refHaing after a 1 
nving eluileil his pursuers, and gained iht- 
lours before him. On the ntxt morning they collccu 
k party and returned to the poptnr Iree, but no trar< 
tither of the Indian or Itear, were to be found, 
both pnihalily escaped with their lives, although n< 
irithuut injury. 



On the night of the cleventli of April, 1787, the houa 
it a widow, in Bourbon County, bei.'ame the t^cene oH 
1 adveninre which, we think, de.erves lo be relaiedii 

occupied what is gencmlly callid a double cabin 
I a loiiely part of llie county, one Mom of which wh8 
munted oy the old lady herself, together with two 
^iwu »)ns and n widowed daughter (at that time bw ' 
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ling an infant), while the other was oocnpied hj two un- 
married daiigliter:^, from sixteen to twenty years of age, 
together with a little girl not more than half-ffrown. 
The hour was eleven o'clock at night. One of uie un- 
married daughters was still busily engaged at the loom, 
but the other members of the family, with the excep- 
tion of one of the sons, had retired to rest Some 
symptoms of an alarming nature had engaged the at- 
tention of the young man for an hour before any thing 
of a decided character took place. 

The cries of owls were heard in the adjoining wood, 
answering each other in rather an unusual manner. The 
horses, which were inclosed as usual in a pound near the 
house, were more than commonly excited, and by re- 
peated snorting and galloping announced the presence 
of some object of terror. The voung man was often 
upon the point of awakening hb brother, but was as of- 
ten restrained by the fear of incurring ridicule and the 
reproach of timidity, at that time an unpardonable blem- 
ish in the character of a Kcntuckian. At length hasty 
steps were heard in the yard, and, quickly atlerward, 
several loud knocks at tne door, accompauied by the 
usual exclamation, "Who keeps house? in very good 
English. The young man, supposing from the language 
that some benighted settlers were at the door, hastily 
arose, and was advancing to withdraw the bar which se- 
cured it, when his mother, who had long lived upon the 
frontiers, and had probably detected the Indian tone in 
the demand for admission, instantly sprang out of bed 
and ordered her son not to admit them, declaring that 
they were Indians. 

Shi instantly awakened her other son, and the two 
young men, seizi.ig their guns, which were always charg- 
ed, pre[>are{l to re|)el the enemy. The Indians, finding 
it iinjiossible to en^er under their assumed characters, 
began to thunder at the door with great yiolence, but a 
single shot from a loop-hole compelled them to shift the 
attack to some less exposed point, and, unfortunately, 
they discovered tlie door of the other cabin, which con- 
t;iined the three daughters. The rifles of the brothers 
could not be brought to bear upon this point, and, by 




mrans of several rails taken from the yard fence, the 
door was forced from its liinge,-. anil tlie tlm-e girls were 
at tbe mercy of ilie Havaces. One was inslanily Beeured, 
but the elrtesi defended herself desperately with a knife 
which flhe had been using at the loom, and etabbed one 
of the Indiana to the heart before she was tnniahanked. 
In tbe nieuntiiiie, ihe little girl, \%ha had been over- 
looked by the enemy in their ca^TiieRs to secure the 
others, run out into tbe yard, and might have efiected 
tier escape hud rhc laken advaiiiiige of the darkness and 
fled; hut, instead of thai, the territied little creature run 
, around the house, wringing her hamls, and cr}'ing out 
btiint her M-ters nor« killed. The brothers, unable to 
■bdtr her cries witlioiit rUking every thing for her rea- 
cue, rushed to the door, and uere iireparing to sally out 
to her assititAnce, nben Ihfir mother threw lierKeff b^i 
fore them, and calmly declared that the child mu»t b 
aband'inetl to it« fate; thut the i^nlly would eacrtfice 
Kve? of all the rest nitfanut the >%htesl benefit to the'" 
l"litile girl. Just then the child utteie<l a loud stream, 
Plhliowcd by a fcw fdnt moiiu^, and all was uguiu sihnt. 
pPrcspntly the crackling of tlames mia lieuni, accoio- 
iniol by a triumpliaiit yell from the Indians, aniionnc- 
__;; that ihey had sit tire to that division of the bouso 
Whicli had been occupied by tbe daughiers, and of which 
I they held undu'puted possession. 

The fire wag quickly communicated lo the rest of 
the building, and it became neccs.'^ary to ahiindim it 
or pvrlih in the flames. In the one case there was a 
possibility that enme might escape; in tbe other, their 
fate would be equally certubi and terrible. Tbe rapid 
approach of the flames cut ^horl their momentary sug- 
pruse. The door was thrown open, and tbe old lodr, 
supported by her eldest sou, ntiemptid to crosis the 
fence at one point, while her daughter, carrying her 
child in her arms, and attended by the younger of tbe 
brothers, ntu in a ditTereut direction. The blazing 
KMjf abed a light over the yard but little inferior to 
that of day, and the savages were distincily seen 
awaiting Ibb ap|iroach of their viptims. The old luiljr 
a iiermitted to reach tbe slUe uumutested, but in tlto 
* 18 ■ 
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act of crossing, received 'several balk in her breast 
and fell dead. Her son, providentially, remained un-, 
hurt, and by extraordiuary agility eflected his escape. 

The other party succeeded also in reaching the fence 
unhurt, but, in the act of crossing, were vigorouisly 
asiiiiled by several Indians, who, throwing down their 
guns, rushed upon them with their tomahawks. The 
young man defended his sister gallantly, firing upon 
the enemy as they approached, and then wielding the 
butt of iiU rifle with a fury that drew their whole 
attention upon himself, and gave his sister an oppor- 
tunity of effecting her escape. He quickly fell, how- 
ever, under the tomahawksi of hb enemies, and was 
found, at daylight, 8cali)ed and mangled in a shocking 
manner. OV the whole family, consLitiug of eight 
persons when the attack commenced, only three 
escaped. Four were killed upon the spot, and one 
(the second djiughter) curried off as a prisoner. 

The nei;j:hl)orliood was quickly alarmed, and by day- 
light about thirty men were assembled under the com- 
mand of Colonel Edwards. A li^^ht snow had fallen 
during the latter part of the night, and the Indian 
trail could be pursued at a gallop. It led directly into 
the mountainous country bordering upon Licking, and 
afforded evidences of great hurry and precipitition on 
the part of the fugitives. Unfortunately, a hound had 
been permitted to accompany the whites, and as the 
trail became fresh and the scent warm, she followed it 
with eagerness, baying loudly and giving the alarm to 
the Indians. The consequences of this imprudence 
were soon displayed. The enemy, finding the pursuit 
keen, and perceiving that thp strength of the prisoner 
began to fail, instiintly sunk their tomahawks in her 
head, and left her, still warm and bleeding, upon the 
snow. 

As the whites came up, she retained slrength enough 
to wave her hand in token of recognition, and appeared 
desirous of giving them some information with regard 
to the enemy, but her strength was too far gone. 
Her brother sprang from his horse and knelt by her 
side, endeavoring to stop the effusion of blood, but in 



wri-n wtiiTK -v.i.v. 

KVain. Slio gave him lier Iinnd, tntittcre^l eome m 
K'Hrtictitflte words, niul eKpirod uillim two minutes a"" 
Klhe tirrivnl nf ihu piiny. The ptir^iiil was reot^wt 
Bwitli adilitiun.tl aniur, and in tivpiuy minutes thi 
renemy was witliin view. They had taken poasessioi 
WiaX » steep narrow riilge, and seemwt desirous of inaj 
Bniiying tJieir niimlKTij in tlie eyes of the whites, j 
nhey ran rapidly from tree to tree, and maintained J 
rvte&dy yell in their most nppnlling tones. The puT 
■ tuers. however, were too experienced to he deceivBl 
fly so I'ommon un artifice, and being salisfied that the" 
V<tiuml>er of the enemy must be inferior to their own, 
Rlhey diamouiitetl, tied their horses, and flanking out in 
Vcudi a manner as lo inclose the enemy, ascended the 
riri<l(:c as rapidly an was consistent with a due regard 
lo the ^helIl'r of their perwms. 

The firing qiiiiltly commenced, and now, for the 
^fiist lime, they discovered that only two Indians were 
.ipi«iee(l to tlit-m. They had Tolnntarily aacrifice<l 
iliemselve^ fi'r the safety of the main body, and had 
' Qi'ceeded in delaying pursuit until their friends couid 
. eneh the mountains. One of them was instantly shot 
\jitau\, and the other was badly wounded, as was evident 
I the blood upon his blanket, aa well as that which 
^tW his tracks in the snow for a considerable dis- 
tance. The pursuit was re-commenced, and urged 
•idy uiuil iiifjht, when the trail entered a running 
stream and was lost. On the followiu); morning the 
P^iow had melted, and every trace of the enemy was 
I^Ohlitemti'd, This atfair mu^t be regarded as highly 
i»norable to the skill, address, and activity of the In- 
dians, and the wlf-dcvotion of the rear guard is a 
Nivcly instance of that magnanimity of whicn they are 
U times capahle, and which is more remarkable ' ' 
them, from the ejttremo caution, and tender r 
' their own lives, which usually distinguishes ttiMfl 
[iroriiors. 

A few weeks after this melancholy affair, a very t 
narkable incident occurred in the same neighborhoc 
f'One miirniiig about sunrise, a young man of w " ' 
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savage appearance suddenly arose from a duster of 
bu^ihes ill front of a cabin, and hailed the house iu a bar- 
ban)us dialect, which seemed neither exactly Indian nor 
Eni^lish, but a collection of shreds and patches from 
which the graces of both were carefully excluded. His 
skin had evidently once been white, although now griev* 
ously tauned by constant exposure to the weather. His 
dress in every respect was that of an Indian, as were 
his gestures, tones, and equipments, and hist age could 
not be supposed to exceed twenty years. He talked 
volubly but uncouthly, placed his hand upon his breast, 
gestured vehemently, and seemed very earnestly bent 
upon communicating something. He was invited into 
the cabin, and the neighbors quickly collected around 
him. 

He appeared involuntarily to shrink from contact with 
them; his eyes rolleJ rapidly around with a distrustful 
expression from one to the other, and his whole manner 
was that of a wild animal, just caught, and shrinking 
from the toucli of its captors. As several present un- 
dt^rstood tlie Indian tongue, they at length gathered the 
following circumstances, as accurately as they could be 
translated out of a language which seemed, to be an 
omnium gaUierum of all that was mongrel, uncouth, and 
barbarous. He said that he had been taken by the In- 
dians when a child, but could neither recollect his name 
nor the country of his birth; that he had been adopted 
by an Indian warrior, who brought him up with hia 
other sons, without making; the sli^rhtest difference be- 
tween them, and that under his father's roof he had 
lived happily until within the last month. 

A few weeks before that time, his father, accompanied 
by himself and a younger brother, had hunted for some 
time upon the waters of the Miami, about forty miles 
from the spot where Cincinnati now stands, and alter 
all their meat, skins, etc., had been properly secured, the 
old man determined to fj:ratify his children by taking 
them up(m a war expedition to Kentucky. They ac- 
cordingly built a bark canoe, in which they crossed the 
Ohio near the mouth of Licking, and having buried it, 
so as to secure it from the action of the sun, they ad- 



WJLD WHJTE MAN. 



WthhxA into tlie country and e 
I of fifteen miles from tlie 



camped at the clhtance 
Here liieir liitlur was 



, alarmed by licHring an owl cry in a ))ecuiiar tune, which 
he deilared boded di^alh nr capt'ivily to iheniselves i"" 
they continued llieir expediciun, H)id niinounced bU i| 
t«tiii(in III' returning witiiuut dflay to tlic river. 

Both ol* his siins vehtiueutly uppnecd this resolutioi. 

Land itt length prevailed uimit the old man to dii^regard 

the owl's wainiDg, and mnduct ttiem, as he had prom- 

, iigiihibt the frontiera «f Kentntky. The parly 

f'tb^n compiised Lhentselvea to Ueep, but were quickly 

rawakened by their tiither, who hail apiin betn warnetl, 

L in a dream, that deuth awaited them in Kentucky, and 

■gain be»>ug1it his cliildieu In rt-lease liim Irom hia 

pnin>L<e, aM<l Vise nu time In reluming home. Agiiin 

iJiey prevaileil upon hiui to disregard ihe wuniing and 

' II the march. He cimpenied to gratily theni. 



but declnred he 



>ul.l D 



; remain a moment lor 



the camp wliicli lUey now occu[iie<l; an<I, accordingly, 
tlii'y left it ininiediutely, and marched on through the 
nijnit, directing llieir ciiur^ toward ]Ii>iirhon County. 

Ill the evening tliey ajiprijuclied a linnet — tlint nliioh 
he hiid IiuiIihI ami in which he wus now epcnking. 
Suddi'jily the dcBiie of rejoining his petiple occupied his 
mind m Btmrigly as to exclude every oiher idea; and, 
sciKiiig the first fuvonible opportunity, he had concealed 
himself in the hiwliea, and neglected lo reply to all the 
■igniiU whicli hud been concerlid for the purpose of 
t»llecting their party when tcuttered. This account 
.aplirnri-d m) exlruonlinary, and the young man's ep* 
I pcaraiicu wa^ bo wild and suspicious, tliat many of the 
f Iioighliors eus]>tcted him of treacherr, and thought that 
he should he arrested as a spy. Others opposed ihia 
resolution, and gave full credit to his narrative, la 
order to saii^fy thvm.selves, however, they insisted upon 
his instantly conducting them to the spot where the 
C&niie hud been buried. To this the young man oh- 
je4!(c(l must vehemently, declaring that although he had 
IcsL-rietl his father and brother, yet he would not betray 

These feelings were too delicate to meet with i 
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sympathy from the rude borderers who snrromided 
him, and he was given to understand that nothing short 
of conducting them to tlie point of embarkation would 
be accepted as an evidence of his sincerity. With ob- 
rious reluctance he at length complied. From twenty 
to thirty men were quickly assembled, mounted upon 
good horses, and under the guidance of the deserter, 
tbey moved rapidly toward the mouth of Licking. On 
the ro:id, the young man informed them that he would 
first conduct them to the spot where they had encam|>ed 
when the scream of the owl alarmed his father, and 
where an iron kettle had been left, concealed in a hol- 
low tree. He was probably induced to do thb from the 
hope of delaying thj pursuit so long as to afford his 
friends an opp )rtunity of crossing the river in safetv. 
- But if such was his intention, no measure could have 
been more unfortunato. The whites approached the 
encampment in deep silence, and quickly perceived two 
Indians — an old man and a hoy — seated by the fire, 
and busily employed in cooking some venison. The 
deserter became much agitiited at the sight of them, 
and so earnestly implore l his countrymen not to kill 
them, that it was agreed to surround the encampment 
and endeavor to secure them as prisoners. This was 
accordingly attempted; but so di\sperate was the re- 
sistance of the Indian:*, and so determined were their 
efforts to escape, that the whites were compiled to fire 
upon them, and the old man fell mortally wounded, 
while the boy, by an incredible display of address and 
activity, was enabled to escape. The deserter beheld 
his father fall, and throwing himself from his horse, he 
ran up to the spot where the old man lay, blce<Hng but 
still sensible, and falling upon his body, besought his 
forgiveness for being the unwilling cau>e of his death, 
and wept bitterly. 

His father evidently recognized him, and gave him 
his hand, but almo:?t instantly afterward expired. The 
white men now called upon nim to conduct them at a 
gallop to the spot where the canoe was buried, expect- 
ing to reach it before the Indian boy and intercept nim. 
The deserter in vain implored them to compassionate 
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s feelings. He urged that he had already jufficipiilly 

fdem<>Ttstrai«(I the tnitli nt' Wit furiiier nbsertions, iit tlie 

ntjJtuse I'f hi» father's life, and earrie-tly eutreaied tliem 

» permit his younger brother to e^taiie. His compan- 

Ijiuns. however, were inexorable. Koiiiing bin the hhwd 

r the young Indian would satisfy Ibem, and the de- 

kcrtt-r was again cunipelled to act as a guide. Within 

rs they reached the df mgimled ^p<Jt. The caime 

I atili there, and no track could be seen iinmi the 

iand, so tliat it was evident ihut their victim had not 

•jet arrived. 

Ik Hastily dismounting. Ihev tied their hordes and con- 

■«eal»^ themselves wiiTiin ciose rifle-shot of the 

K'Within ten minutes nf'ter their arrival, the Indian ap- 

f pared in ^ight, walking nwifily toward tliem. He 

" ' ht to the spot where the cnnoe had been buried, 

I I the act ot digging it up when he received a d< 

balls through his body, and leaping high into the 

fell dead ujion the siiiul. He was instantly pcalped 

burit'd whtre he fell, without having feen his broth 

and, probably, without hitving known the treachery by 

whiih be and his fattier haii Inst their lives. The de- 

I eerier remained but a short lime in Uourbun, and never 

■regiiined his tninquillity of mind. He shorily allcrwerd 

rdisapiJeared, but whether to wu-k Wa relations in V 

■ eiiiiii or Pennsylvnuia, or whetlier, dis^gui^ted by 

lierocity of the whites, be relumed to the Indian 

I never yet been knuwu. Ho was never beard of 

t.ward. 



I and I 



During the sum nier, the house of Mr. JonN Meei 
r Nelson County, Ky., was a(taeke<l by the ludi; 
\ delended wilh singular adJre-a and good fortune. 
1 wan alarmed by the barking of a Hog about niid- 
jbt, and, u|)on opening the door in order to ascertain 
e cause of the disturbance, ho received the lire of six 
Indiano, by which his arm ntid ihigh were both 
1>rolcen. He instantly sunk upon the floor and t-iilbd 
! Wife to close the duor. This had scarcely 
le, when it was violently assailed by t 



ian^^B 
une. I 
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ahawks of the enemj, and a laige breach soon effected. 
Mrs. Merril, however, being a perfect Amazou, both 
in strength and courage, guarded it with an az, and 
successively killed or badly wounded four of the enemy 
as they attempted to force their way into the cabin. 

The Indians then ascended the roof, and attempted 
to enter by way of the chimney; but here again tli^ 
were met by the same determined enemy. Mrs. Meml 
seized the only feather bed which the cabin affinrded, 
and, hastily ripping it open, poured its contents a|.on 
the fire. A furious blaze and stifling smoke instantly 
ascended the chimney, and brought down two of the 
enemy, who lay for a few moments at tlie mercy of the 
lady. Seizing the az, she quickly dieinatched them, 
and was iudtantly afterward summoned to the door, 
where the only remaining savage now appeared, en- 
deavoring to effect an entrance while Mrs. Merril was 
engaged at the chimney. He soon received a gash in 
the cheek, which compelled him, with a loud yell, to 
relinquish his purpose, and return hastily to Chiliicothe, 
where, from the report of a prisoner, he gave an ex- 
aggerated account of the fierceness, strength, and cour- 
age of the "long-kuil'e squaw. ** 
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CHAPTER IX. 

"N tlie month of Aiiril, 1792. n number of hors 
. belonging to Captain Lutueb Calvin, of MaEon" 
buuty, were etiilen by the Indians; and, aa UBUal, a 
;rong party volunteered to go in pursuit of the enemy, 
od recover the property. The parljr cousisted of 
lirty-ecveti meu, comninndeti by Captains Calvin and 
"■fTON, auii \»na cumpuiM>d chiefly of young farmers, 
Bt of whom had never yet met an enemy. Tlie 
Captain Chakles Wakd, deputy eheriff of 
n 1832, was one of the voluuleere, and was at 
it time n mure lad, totiilly uiiacijuainted with Xndiau 
'arlare. They rendezvoused upon the Kentucky shore, 
nmediately opposiie Uipley. and crossing the river, i^ 
eraall ferry-Lout, pur'^ued the trail for five or six itulflT 
'ith great enerjiy. Here, however, a speeimeii of tl 
Buul caprice and unceriaiuty attending tlie motions a 
lilitla vtLs givtn. 

Oufi of the [larty, wliose voitje had been loud s 
•solute while on the Kentucliy shore, all at 01 
Baanaged to discover that the eiiter]>riso was rash, ill^ 
), aud, if prosecuted, would certainly provA 
disastrous. A ketii debate euiiiied, in which youne 
Spencer Calvin, then a lad of eighteen, openly accused 
f&ie gen lie man nUuded to of cowardice, and even 
]Oirenii;iied to lake the measure of his sliotjlders with a 
nmrod, on the f\Ml. By the prompt interlerence of 
Kenton and the elder Ciiivin, tVe young miin's wrath 
Was sp|ieii»ed for the time, and all those who preferred 
safely to honor were innied instantly to return. The 
perminsion was promptiv accepted, and no leas thau 
fifteen men, heaaed by tne recreant already mentioned, 
tttrned their horses heads and recrosaed the river. "" 
19 
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remainder, consistiDg chiefly of experienced warriors, 
continued the pursuit. 

The trail led them down on the Miami, and, about 
noon on the second day, they hesird a bell in front, 
apparently from a horse grazing. Cautiously approach- 
ing it, they quickly behJld a solitary Indian, mounted 
on horseback, and leisuri ly advancing toward them. 
A few of their best marksm -n fired upon him, and 
brought him to the ground. After a. short consultatiiin, 
it was then determmed to follow his back trail, and 
ascertain whether there were more in the neiglihorhtKx]. 
A small, active, resolute woodsman, named Mclutyre, 
accompanied b^ three others, was pushed on in advance, 
in order to give them early notice of the enemy's 
appearance, while the main Dody followed at a more 
leisurely pace. Within an hour, Mclntyre returned, 
and reported that they were then within a short dis- 
tance of a large party of Indians, supposed to be greatly 
superior to tiieir own ; that they were encampt'd in a 
bottom, upon the borders of a creek, and were amusing 
themselvc:), apparently awaiting the arrival of the In- 
dian whom they had just killed, &s they wouLl occasion- 
ally halloo loudly, and then laugh immoderaUlv, sup- 
posing, probably, that their comrade had lost his way. 

This intelligence fell like a sliower-bath upon the 
spirits of the party, who, tliinking it more pruileut 
to put a greater interval between themselves and the 
enemy, set spurs to their hon^e^, and gallo}>ed ktck 
in the directit>n from which they had come. 2Such was 
the panic, that one of the f(X)tinen, a huge, hulking 
fellow, six feet high, in his zeal for his own safety, 
sprang up behind Captain Calvin (who was then 
mounted on Captain Wards horse, the captiin having 
dismounted in order to accommodate him), and nothing, 
short of a threat to blow his brains out, ould induce 
him to dismount In this orderly manner they scam- 
pered through the woods for several miles, when, in 
obedience to the orders of Kenton and Calvin, they 
halted and prepared for re-istince, in ca^^e (as was 
probable) the enemy had disco veretl tliem, and were en- 
gaged in the pursuit. Kenton and Calvin were engaged 
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I apArt in vame^t consiiltalion. It 'was pnipnfed, 

unilier ol' raplings shoulil be cut down, an 

teniiMiniry breastwork erected; ami, while llie proprielj 

L of iWe mi-H8ures was uniler disuusaiun, tbe men wei 

[ left li> tliein>elve8. 

Cii]>t]Liti Ward, as we have already observed, 

tlten, wry vwunp, and }ierlectly raw. He had been L, 

thr haliit irf* lix-king u|i t<> oiie man a» a jiert'ect Hect'ir, 

hnviiig iilways bi«rd him reprpeennd. in his o«n neigb- 

borbiHid, «e a man uf rednunted cnnrnpe, and a wrtrct 

I AnibropiipliHgus Hmong the tndians. When tliey tiHltid, 

fr tb ore Core, he iiaturally biokfd around for his friend, 

limping to read salety, couiture, and ii8>iirance of * uo- 

r c«» in tbiit countrniuii e. usuailly so ruddy and omtideiK^ 

But, aliis! the gallant warrior was wofuUy cliop-lallei 

There hail, i^nendly, been a ruddy tbige ujion '' " 

of his nO'G, which some ascrihed to tlie effcr 

of A fiery valor, wliile others, more maliciously inclined^ 

I attributed it to the lunie" of bmndy. Even this biirn- 

I ini; beacon bail lieen queucbed, and liad a-i^imied a 

livid a.-hy hue, still de.per. if ixis-ible, than lliat of 

hi* lips. Caplain Ward, thinking thiit the dunjrer 

must lie appalling wldch could damp the aidor of a 

man like liim. instantly betame prievnufily liigbtened 

him-elf, and the contneiou seemed spnading rapidly, 

when Kenton and Caliin rejoined tliein. mid rpeHki- — ' 

in a cheerful, coulideDt tune, completely 

their ^p rit«. 

FimliiiK tbewelvea not pursued by the enemy, 
Ufey hod eii>ected, it wa» determined that tbi-y slionld 
remain in tiieir present position until night, when a 
rapid attack wa* to be ma>Ie, in two divisions, ufion 
th« Indian camp, under the impression that tbe dark- 
ness (if the ni>.dit, and the furpriee of ibe eneniy, might 
give them an advantage whii-li they could scarcely hoi>e 
for in daylighi. Accnrdinfjly, every ihing remaining 
quiet, at dusk they again munnleil, and advanced 
f rapidly, but in profound silence, upon tbe Indian cump. 
\ It was ascertidned that the horses which the enem^ 
f bail stolen, were grazing in a rich liottom, below tbeur 
I Camp. Aa they were advaucing lo the attack, tht 
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fore, Calvin detached his son, with several halten, 
which he had borrowed from the men, to regain their 
own horses, and be prepared to carry them off in ease 
the enemy should overpower them. The attack was 
then made in two divisions. 

Calvin conducted the upper, and Kenton the lower 
party. The wood was thick, but the moon shune out 
cletirly, and enabled them to distinguish objects with 
sufficient precision. Calvin's party came first in amtact 
with the enemy. They had advanced within thirty yards 
of a l:irge fire, in front of a number of tents, without 
having seen a single Indian, when a dog, wliich had 
been watching them for several minutes, sprang forward 
to meet them, baying loudlv. Presently an ludiau 
appeareJ, approac^hing cautiously toward them, and 
occasionally !9[)e:iking to the dog in the Indian tongue. 
This sight was t<>o templing to be borne, and Calvin 
heard the tick of a lioz^ni rifles, in rapid succession, as 
his parry cocked tiicm in onlcr to fire. The Indian 
was too close to permit him to speak, but, turning to 
his men, he earnestly waved his hand, a? a warning 
to be quiet. ThtMi, cautiously raising hi:< own rifle, he 
fired with a steady aim, ju-t as the Indian had reached 
the fire, and st.iod fairly expo.sed to its li^ht. 

The report of the rifle instantly broke the stillness of 
tlic night, anil their ears were soon deafened by the yells 
of the enerav. The Indian at whom Calvin had fired, 
fell forward into the burninor pile of fajrgots, and by his 
struufgling to extricate himself, scattered the brands so 
much as almost t) extinguish the li^ht Several du>ky 
forms glanced rapidly before them for a moment, which 
drew a vol lev from his men, but with what effect could 
not be a-c.*rtainod. Calvin, having discharged his 
piece, turnetl so rapidly as to strike the end of his ram- 
rod airainst a tree behind him, and drive it into its 
sheath with such violence, that he Wiis unable to ex- 
tricate it for sevi-ral minutes, and finally fractured two 
of his teeth in the effort. 

A heavy fire n«>w commenced from the Indian camp, 
which was returned with equal spirit by the whites, but 
without much effect on cither ^ide. Trees were barked 
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I Tery plentifully, doga bayed, the Indiana yelled, 
I whites slioiit«d, ihe squaws screafiied. aud a [irodigiot 
L uproar was maintained fur about tilWn minutes, wh^' 
I it was reported to Calvin tiiat Keniou'a parly had t 
I overpovrered and was in full retreat. It was not iifl|j 
t e^ary to give orders for a similar movement. 
[ aooner Iiad llie intelligence been received, than thi 
[ Kfutucliians of iJic upper division broke tiieir ranlcK, 
I and everv man attemjited to save himself as he liest 
rctmld. I'bey soon overtooli the lower divisiim. and a- 
rkac scramble took place for hordes. One culled ii|i<>n 
r another to wait for liim uutil lie could cateh his horse, 
I whicli hiid broken his bridle, but nn alteiitiim was riaid 
F to the request, iroine 9cd upon ilieirown horses, otflet^^ 
I mounted ibosL- of their frieuds. "Firft cime, fin^f 
[ aerved," sei-metl to be the ortler of the night, and a B^| 
Ciinfu.'ion of propeity took place, in conseqiiinco l^H 
%hich, to their prent terror, a lew were couipelled lo fjjH 
r turn on foot. The flight wns ori^iinally lausi-d by V^M 
t|MiDi<'of an individuuT. As the loner division niuv<^| 
t dp to the uttaek, must of the men appeared to ailvuiM^| 
f with alacrity. ^M 

Captain Ward, however, hapgiened to be statioltdB 
I next to Molntyre, whom we have nlrraily had occasi^H 
to mention as a prarticed wood.^'nmn and peculiarly aJB 
prrt marksman. Hert-tofore, he had always been fore- 
most in every danger, and had become celehraied fur 
the aildra-'R, autlvity, and Imlduess with which be had 
wnuilliHl hirost^lf. Ae they were ascending the frentia 
Bcclivily iip<in which the liidiiin camp t<to(Hl, huwevt^l 
bn ap|it>ured much ileje(li'<l, and Bpokv deapoudingly ^H 
tiicrr enli-rprl.-e. He di dared that it had n<-en reveali^H 
t< him ill a ilrfum. on the prece<ling night, tliai th^H 
i cfliiru would be vain, and that he himxelf was d^^f 
[ tinMl to pirish ; that he nits determined to fight, j^M 
I long as any man »f the parly sluod his ground, but^H 
[ th<! whiles wi-re witw, they would inslanily abandon ^H 
attempt »[><>» the enemy, aud recro^s the Ohio aa rapi^^l 
V r.n.sihlo. fl 

I Thisi.- oinervalions made but little imprc^ion up^H 
, Ward, liut seemed lo take (ioep root in the miud ol' l)^| 
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Sndeman whose pale &ce had alarmed the company at 
e breastwork. The action quictily commenced, and 
at the first fire from the Indians, Barre, a youug Ken-^ 

tuckiau, was shot by ^"s side. This circumstance 

completed the overthrow of his courage, which had de- 
cluied vi4bly since the first encounter in the morning, 
and elevating his voice to its shrillest notes, he shouted 
aloud, "Boys! it won't do for us to be here; Barre is 
killed, and the Indians are crossing the creek! " Bona- 

Earte has said, that there is a critical period in every 
attle, when the bravest men will eagerly seize an ex- 
cuse to run away. The remark is duubly true with re- 
gard to militia. 

No sooner had this speech been uttered by one who 
had never vet been cliarged with cowardice, than the 
rout instantly took place, and all order was disr^;arded. 
Fortunately, the enemy were equally frighten^, and 
probably would have fied themselves had the whites 
given them time. No pursuit took place for several 
hours, nor did they then pursue the trail of the main 
body of fugitives. But it unfortunately happened that 
Mclntyre, instead of accompanying the rest, turned off 
from the main route, and returned to the breastwork, 
where some flour and venison had been left. The In- 
dians quickly became aware of the circumstance, and 
followini' with rapidity, overtook, tomahawked, and 
scalped him, while engaged in preparing breakfast on 
the following morning. Thus was his dream verified. 
The prediction in this ca«e, as in many others, probably 
produced its own accomplishment by confounding his 
mind, and depriving him of his ordinary alertness and 
intelligence. He certainly provoked his fate, by his 
own extraordinary rashness. 

It is somewhat remarkable that a brother of Captain 
Ward was in the Indian camp at the moment when it 
was attacked. He had been taken by the Indians in 
1758, being at that time only three years old, had been 
ailopted as a mi^mber of the Shawnee tribe, and had 
married an Indian woman by whom he had several 
children, all of whom, together with their mother, were 
then in camp. Captain Ward has informed the writer 
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of this narrative that, a few seconds before the t _^ 
begiiii, while he sto>id wiiliin nfle-sliot of the encamp^ 
ntetit, an ludiuii giil, appareully filteeD years of age, i 
trBct«d hilt atteiiliuii. tiiie ttood ibr un instant in aa 
attitude of alarm iu front of one of tlie tents, and gazed 
intently u|>on the spot where he then stood. Not im- 
mediately ])crct'iving that it uns a leiuale, he raided bta 
cun, and was upon tlie point of firing, wheD her open 
ENiKim announceii her sex, and lier peculiarly light cum- 
ph'xiuii caused him to douht fur a moment nhether she 
Ciiuld lie au Indian hy birtli. Ht afterward a&Lertained 
thut she was lii^ lirutlier's child. 

It Hpjiears still more remarkable tlial, exactlv one 

J ear aniTWurd, John \Var<l, the iidi>pleil Indian, sliould 
ave been onpii;.«l to another one of his brothers. Cap- 
tain James Ward, of Mason, in a night skirmish some- 
vhat r««embliug tbat wbii;h we have ju^t detailed. Cap- 
tain James Wanl, together with Kenton, Baker, and 
about thirty others, while engaged in pursuit of some 
•tolen horses, fell upon a frerh trail of Indkne, that 
crossed the road tvliich ihej* were then pursuing. In- 
stantly abandoning their former object, they Ibllowed 
the freab tmil with great eagerness, and a short time 
after dark aitived ui an encumpment Having care- 
fully revonnoitered it, tliey determined to remain quiet 
until davUKht, and then fall ti|xjn the enemy as before, 
in two divisions, one to be oommaiided by Kenton ana 
the other by Baker. Every thing remained quiet until 
fbur o'l'loi'li in the morning, wlien Baker moved at the 
head of his pariy, in onler to lake the appointed pod- 
tion (whicii was very advantiigeous, and, in coujuiictioa 
with Kenton'.*, tomplctely surrounded tlie enemy), 
while Kentou remaiued stationary, awaiting the aitpwl 
of attack. 

By WRie Riislake, Baker moved in a faUe direction, 
and to the aurpris'' of hoth parties, instei^d of indosing 
the Indian camp. In.' fill directly upt>n it. A heavy fir- 
L ing, and the uaual yelling, quickly announced the fact 
I to Kenlon, who ninved ha-^iily up to the as-islance of big 
I' fHends. It wiis still perfectly dark, and the firing waa 
f of course at random. Baker, in whose fier}' character i 
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courage predominated over everj thing else, lost all pa- 
tience at the restraint under which they lay, and uiged 
strenuously that they should rush upon the enemy, and 
decide the affisdr at once with the tomahawk ; but Ken- 
ton, whom repeated mbfortunes had rendered extremely 
' cautious, opposed it so vehemently that it was not done. 
One of tneir men had fallen, and they could hear one 
of the enemy, apparently not more than thirty yards 
from them, ^roan deeply, and occasionally converse with 
his companions in the Indian tongue. The wounded 
man was the unfortunate John Ward, whose hard &te 
it was to fight against tlie whites in a battle in which 
his own father was killed, to encounter two of his broth- 
ers in the field, and finally to fall mortally woandeil in 
a night skirmish when his brother was opposed to him, 
and was within hearing of his groans. His fiither per- 
ished in the long battle at the " Point,'' as it was callefl, 
near the mouth of the Kenawha. The whole force of 
the Shawnees was assembled at that point, ami John 
Ward was then nineteen years of age, so that there can 
be but little doubt of his having been present. 
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CHAPTER X. 

MR. JOHN MAY, a genUeniRii of Virginia, had, at^ 
an early period, bwD appoiiiteil surveyor of ihe 
Kentucky lends, and hail become m extensively involved 
ta biisiiirs^ as to require ihe aid of a clerk. In 1789 he 

iloyed Mr. Charles Johnston, a young 
lacnrwly twenty years of age, in that enpacity. Johi 
■tuD RCL'ompanied his employer to Kentucky in the 
ner of ll&d, and returned to Virginia in tlio ani 
l«f the pome vear, without any adventure worthy ofno- 
tuid in tfie mimlh of Fehrunrr. 1790, it hecame ncc- 
•eeary fur them to return to Kentucky, in order la 
complete the bu$ine«s which bad lieen left unfinished 
the former trip. Heretofore they had traveled by lam 
but on the present nccn^ion May detemiiued to deH«! 
the Great Keuawha and Ohio by water. They accoi 

igly traveled by the usual route to Green Briar Court^ 
bouse, where tlie luun of Lewisburgh has since been 
btiili, and from tlicnce crossed tlie wUdeme!« which lay 
Iwtwoeo that point ami the Great Kenawha. 

After euilcrine muih from the weather, which was 
intensely cold, thty at length reached Kelly's Station 
upon tlie Kenawha, from uliich point May proposed to 
embark. Having purchui^ed a lioat — Guch as was tbeu 
Jised for the navigation of the Westi-ni waters — they em* 
rked, in company with Mr. Jac<jb Sryi.es, a geni' 
n of Virginia, who hud at ihnt time a »toek of 
intended for Lexington, and, without ouy i 
n tho course of a I'l'W duya they arrtvtd at Poij 
'Icasoiit Hero there was an iiiceHsion to llieir numl 
three persons; a man namqd Fi.itiN andtwoi-isters 
name of Fleraiug, Fliuu was a hardy bordcn-r. 



olved 

i9he I 

roail^^H 
lohi^^H 

f no- I 



208 WESTERN ADVENTURE. 

custorae<I from his youth to all the dangers of the fron- 
tiers, and the two Miss Fleiiiiufi;s were women of l«iw sta- 
tion and doubtful character. Tliey were all natives of 
Pittsburgh, and were on their way to Kentucky. 

During their short stay at Point Plt^asaut, they 
learned tiiat roving bands of Indians were constantly 
hovering upon either bank of the Ohio, and were in the 
habit of decoying buati ashore under various pretenses, 
and murdering or taking i*aptive all who were on board; 
so tliat, up^>n leaving Point Pleasant, they determined 
that no consideration should induce them to approach 
either shiire, but, steeling tlieir hearts against everv en- 
treaty, that they wouUl rCfrOluUl^ keep the middle of 
the current, and leave distresseil mdividuals to bhitt for 
them!<eives. How firmly this resolution was maintained 
the sequel will show. The spring Ireshet was in its 
hei.^ht at the time of tlieir emluirkation, and their boat 
Wild waflt'd rapidly down the stream. There was no oc- 
casion to use the side oars, and it \v&<4 only ne(*essiiry for 
one individual at a timv^ to watch throughout the night, 
at the steering oar, in order to keep the boat in the cur- 
rent. So lon;^ as this could he done, they entertained 
no dread of any number oi Indians on either shore, as 
boarding hud hitherto formed no part of their plans, and 
was 8up(K)8ed to l»e impracticable &o long as arius were 
on lx>ard of the l)oat. 

On the morning of the twentieth (tf March, when near 
the junction of the Seioto. they were awakened at day- 
light by Flinn, whose turn it wits to watch, and informed 
that danger was at hand. All instjintly sprang tt» their 
feet, and hastened upon deck without removing their 
nightcaps or completing their dress. The cause of 
Flinn's alarm Wiis quickly evident. Far down the river 
a smoke was s<^en, a^K^nding in thick wreaths above the 
treed, and floating in thinner masses over the bed of the 
river. All instantly perceive*! that it could only pro- 
ceed from a large fire; and who wa^ there to kindle a 
fire in the wiMerness which surrounded them? No one 
doubted that Indians were in front, and the only qu: s- 
tiou to be decided was upon which shore tlicy lay, for 
the winding of the river, and their distance from the 



May. JorrxsToy. axd skyles. 209 ^ 

Btnnke, rendered it iitiposelble at first to ascertain tliia 
uiiinl. As the lumt drjitid on, liowevcr, it became evi- 
dt-nl that the fire was upon the Oliiu f^liore, nnil it was 

E:aiitty ilifleriiiijieil lo put over tu the ii]>p<iMte ride of 
river. Bi-tbre this could be done, however, iwo 
ite men run dnwn u\mn [he beach, and, chispiiig their 
ida in ihe most earnest manner, impluri^d tlje crew to ■ 
t»ke them un hiwrd. J 

The^ deilari'd that tliey liad been t'lken by a pni'tn 
of lodiatiB in Kennedy's Bottom a few tlnya bi fore ; hndl 
mbeea condocieU ncroes the Ohio, and had just etTicicd 
■their e-ca)ie. They added that the en«-my v/aa in close 
^pUfguil of tbem. and that their death v/tm certain unless 
failniitled on hoard. Reeolule in their purpose on no 
account to leave the middle of the stream, and strongly 
BU.'pvclin^ the suppliants of ireaehery, the party paid 
no attention tu their entreaties bnt steadily puianeci 
tbeir conrne down the river, and were soon considi'mhlv 
ahead of them. The two while mm mn down the hniik 
in a line parallel with the coiirae of tlie biial, and iheir 
eulrealies were changi-d into ihe most piercing criex mid 
lamentations upon [jcrceivin^ the obi^tinat^y >vilh which 
their recjnest was disrej^Brilt-d. 

liHtantly tlie obdoracy of the crew began to relnz. 
Fliun mid the two females, acun^tomed from their youth 
to undervaluu danger from the Indians, earnestly insisted 
l[K)n going al^l1ore and relieving the whitt? men, and 
,mn ihe incrt-dnlity of May Legim to yield to ihe per- 
laevering iinjKirtunily of thH Mipplianla. A piriey 
took pl'>ce. May willed to them from (he deck of the 
hiiut, whi-re he stoiKl in his nighlcaji and drawers, and 
dennindeil the caiix of the large fire the smoke of which 
haii L-aused so much alarm. The white men po^itively 
denied ihal there was any fire near them. This false- 
hood wua so ]mlpahle that May's former suspicions re- 
turned with additional furce, and he posiiivelv insisted 
—UfHin continuinii; their course withimt paying the slight;- ■ 
jfit aitflntion to the requi-st of the men. This reaulutiui) d 
■ras tirmly seconded liy Jnhn^ton and Skylea, and as ve- 1 
Vineiitly oppo.«ed by l-'linn and the Miss Flemings, for-,.r 
oiilrary to all established rules of policy, the feiualetJ 
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were allowed an equal vote with the males on boaid of 
the boat. 

Flinn urged that the men gave every evidence of real 
distress which could be required, and recounted too many 
particular circumstances attending their capture and es- 
cape, to give color to the suspicion that their story was 
invented for the occasion, and added that it would be a 
burning shame to them and theirs forever, if they should 
permit two countrymen to fall a sacrifice to the savages 
wiien so slight a risk on their part wpuld suffice to re- 
lieve them. He acknowledged that they had lied in re- 
lation to the fire, but declared himself satisfied that it 
was only because they were fearful of acknowledging the 
truth, lest the crew should suspect that Indians were 
concealed in the vicinity. Tne controversy became 
warm, and during its progress the boat drifted so far be- 
low the men, that they appeared to relinquish their pur- 
suit in despair. 

At this time Flinn made a second proposal, which, 
according to his method of reasoning, could be carried 
into effect without the slightest risk to any one but him- 
self. They were now more than a mile below the pur- 
suers. He proposed that May should only touch the 
hostile shore long enough to permit him to jump out ; 
that it was impossible for Indians, even admitting that 
they were at hand, to arrive in time to arrest the boat, 
and, even should any appear, they could immediately 
put off from shore and abandon him to his fate; that 
he was confident of being able to outrun the red devils 
if they saw him first, and was equally confident of being 
able to see them as soon as they could see him. May 
remonstrated upon so unnecessary an exposure, but 
FJinn was inflexible, and in an evil hour the boat was 
directed to the shore. 

They quickly discovered, what ought to have been 
known before, that they could not float as swiftly 
after leaving the current as while borne along by it, and 
they were nearly double the time in making the shore 
that they had calculated upon. When within reach 
Flinu leaped fearlessly upon the hostile bank, and the 
boat grated upon the sand. At that moment five or six 
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.^ a ran up out of brenth, from the adjoining wood, I 
i iiistnnily Fcixing Flinn, began to fire upon tlio boat'B I 
m. Jolmcton au<l Skyle^ Bprang to tlieir arms, iai 
on)i*r to return tbe fire, while May, aciaing an o~- ~' ' 
li'inpted to regain the i-urrerit. Freah Imhans ai 
however, in suiOi rapid snct^e^^iou that the beuch wag 
quickly iroif'di'd wiili lliem, and May calleil out to hisi 
<Toin|>afli(>nt< lo i-vate firing and come to the oars. Tliii 
\iiL* instatitly done, but it n&n i"o Inle. 

Tbe river, as we have alri-iwly ohwrved, was vpry lii 
nnd ibetr cbimsy and unuieldy biat hml brcoiiie inl 
gted in the boughs of tbe tret-s whicli hutig urer [be 
tier, Eu Ibat, after tbe inost d(«|>entte i-ffortB lo geL 
ofT, Ibey were coinpt'lfcd to rt?lin<|iii8li tlie aitempl in 
epair. During tbe wiidle uf this time tbf Indians vi 
piiuring a heavy lire int<i the boat, at a ili^tunce not e 
Htnlitig leu pucen. Tbi^ir b'irse?, of which tliey hod ■ 
great numbt-r on board, Imd tiroken thtrir halters, audi 
mad witli termr, were plunging »» furioiiHly as to exiKu 
them hi a iluUger hcari'dy le>s dreadful tlian ihat w 
mi-uacLsl them frutii shuie. hi addition lo tbin, n«i 
them hud I'ver beheM a hxslile Indian l>ef>ire, with ib< 
vsci-ptionuf May, and the luriuugga-tuns and appalling 
veils of ihe enemy, «trucl( a terror to their hearts wbic' 
liwt almost dcpnved them of their faculties. 

Kcciiig it imito^ihlii tu extniale themselves, tlipy a 
lay down U|Kin their fao's in surb narte of ihe buiil a 
wiiuld beet prolect them fniiii the honu'^. an<l aitaiic 
in p&i^ive belplei^BMesa tbe npprnitch of llie coiiifuerora.fl 
Tlie enemy, however, i-till declined imiiniing, nnd coi 
tented tliemselves uiih pouring in an ince^ant fire, b^ 
wliieli all tbe liontes wen? killoil, and wliieb at length he 
gao t<i gniw filial to llio erew. One of ihr fi-mules re 
ceivfKl a ball hi her nii<utli wbicb bad iHL-si'd iinmidi-:] 
aU'ly 'iver .lolitiHlon'a head, and aIniwL im>lnitlly expircd.i4 
Skylea, immcitiately ufn-rwiird, was a'verely wounitedj 
in Ixilb iihuulder.t, the Imll striking llie riglit phouldorl 
blatle and ranging tranfiversely alung htB Imck. 
fire seemed to gr<iw hotter every moment, when at le 
May arose and waved his ni;:htciip above hia head & 



ignal of flurrtJider. lie instantly n 



,'ed a ball iu thai 



212 WESTERN ADVENTURK 

middle of the forehead, and fell perfectly dead by the 
siile of Johii8tOD, covering him witli his blood. 

Now — at Ia:st^the enemy ventured to board. Throw- 
ing theinaelveiS into the water, with their tomahawks in 
their hands, a dozen or twenty swam to the boat, and 
began to climb the sides. Jolinston stood ready to do 
the honors of the boat, and, pre:«enting his hand to ea«!h 
Indian in 8Uc<-es!<ion, he helped them over the side to 
the numl)er of twenty. Nothing could appear more cor- 
dial than the mt^eting. Each Indian shook him by the 
hand, with the usuhI salutation of "How de dor"* in 
passable Englinh, while Johnston encountered every 
visitor with an aff-ctionate 8<|ueeze, and a forced smile, 
in which terror struggled with civility. The Indians 
then passed on to Skyles and the surviving ^{ias Fleming, 
where the demonstrations of mutual joy were not quite 
so livi'ly. Skyles was writhing under a |>ainful wound, 
and the girl was sitting l>y the dead body of her sfister. 

Having shaken hands with all of their captives, the 
Indians |)r«)cce(led to scalp the dead, which was done 
with great coolnt'ss, and the n^ekingiicalps were stretched 
and prepared up)n hoops, for the usual process of dry- 
ing, iraun^iately bi»lbre the eyes of the survivors. The 
l)oat was then (Inwn a.shnre, and its contents examined 
with great greedin&^s. Poor Skyles, in addition to the 
paiu of his wounds, was com[)elled to witness the totsil 
destruction of his property by the hands of these greedy 
spoilers, who tossed his silks, cambric, and broadcloth 
into the dirt with the most reckless indiflTerenee. At 
length tliey stuml>Ie(l upon a keg of whisky. The prize 
Wiis eagerly seized, and every thing else abandoned. The 
Indian who had foun<l it instantly carried it ashore, and 
was f«)llowed by the ra^^t with tumultuous delight. A 
large fire, nearly fifty fi^t long, was quickly kindled, 
and victors and vanquished indlscrimiuately huddled 
around it 

As yet no attempt had been made to strip the pris- 
oners, but, unfortunately, Johnston was handsomely 
dressed in a broadcloth surtout, red vest, fine ruffled 
shirt, and a pair of new boots. The Indians began to 
eye him attentively, and at length one of them, whose 
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It to be inisLaken. Jotiii^ton uiistaiitty 
etrip()ed olf his cout and very pulitely handed it to him. 
His rvil waistcoat was nuw exposed to full view, and at- 
tracted great attt-nticni. Chickal^immo itistuiilly ex- 
dnimal, " Hugh ! you hig cappatain I " Johii>toii haatily 
nwurcd hitn [nnt he was mistaken; that he was no nM- 
ccr, nor liail any conueulion with military nflaira what- 
ever. Tlie Indiiin then drew hiinsell' up. pointed with 
his finger to his breast, and exclaimed, "Ale cappatain ! 
kll di-se"— pointing to his men — "my sogers!" The 
red waistcoat accompanied the surtont, and Jobn^toa 
quickly stood shiveiiug in his shirt and pantaloons. 

An old Indian then came up to him, and placing 
one hand upon hi* own shirt (a greasy, filthy garment, 
wilted hail not, prolwibly, been washed for six months), 
and thenther upon Johnston's ruffles, cried out in Eiigli^h, 
"Sw«p! swap! " at the siime lime giving the ruifles a 
gentle pnll with his dirty fiugi'rs. Joln)$toii, conquer- 
tng his disgust at the prllpoi^ul, was about to comply, 
and had drnwn his shirt oyer bis bead, when it wa 
violently pulled back by another Indian, whose nami 
he afterward learned whs Tom Lewis, His new alh 
then reproached the oiher Indian tcTcrely for wish 
to take the Ehirt from a prisoners buck in bucIi coIi 
weather, and iuKlautIv afterward threw his own hhinket 
over Johnston's tihoulclers. Theactiou was accompanied 
by a look eo full of compa»^ion and kuidnc-s, that 
Johnston, who had expecttd far different treatment, 
was perfectly astonished. He now saw that native 
kiudnt'M of heart, and generosity of feeling, was by no 
means mre, even among ravages. 

The two white men who had deonved them ashore,i 
and whose names were Diviue ami 'I'homa*, now a|K 
peared, and look their seats by the side of the Ciip-' 
tivea, Seiiaible of the reproiich to which tliey liiul 
ex|K>-ed tliemsclve*. they hastened to offer an excusa 
jbr their conduct. They declared that they really hai 
■ " ' '} Bottom a few davs before, 
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and that the Indians had compelled them, by threats 
of instant death in case of refusal, to act as they had 
done. They concluded by some common-place ex- 
pressions of regret for the calamity which they had 
occasioned, and declared that their own misery was 
aggravated at beholding that of their countrymen! 
In short, words were cheap with them, and they 
showered them out in profusion. But Johnston's and 
Skyles' sufferings had been, and still were, too severe 
to permit their resentment to be appeased by such 
light atonement. 

Their suspicions of the existence of willful and ma- 
lignant treachery on the part of the white men (at 
least one of them), were confirmed by the report of a 
negro, who quickly made his appearance, and who, 
as it appeared, had been taken in Kentucky a few 
days before. He declared that Thomas had been 
extremely averse to having any share in the treachery, 
but had been overruled by Divine, who alone had 
plannei], and was most active in the execution of the 
project, having received a promise from the Indians 
that, in case of success, his own liberty should be re- 
store<l to him. This report has been amply confirmed 
by subsequent testimony. Mr. Thomas is now living 
near Maysville, and has always sustained an excellent 
reputation. [This was written in 1832.] 

In a few minutes, six squaws, most of them very 
oKl, together with two white children, a girl and a boy, 
came down to the fire and seated themselves. The 
children had lately been taken from Kentucky. 
Skyles' wound now became excessively painful, and 
Fliiin, who, in tlie course of his adventurous life, had 
picked up some knowledge of surgery, was permitted 
to examine it. He soon found it necessary to make 
an incision, which was done very neatly with a razor. 
An old squaw then washed the wound, and having 
caught the bloody water in a tin cup, presented it to 
Skyies, and requested him to drink it, assuring him 
that it would greatly accelerate the cure. He thought 
it most prudent to comply. 

During the whole of this time, the Indians remained 
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«iIotit1y smokin;; or lounfring around the fire. Mo sen- 
tinela vme poatcl in ordiT tu pi-evciit n Mirprbc, but 
VHcli niiin'ii gun stood iiiimciliuli-ly tieliind iitm, with 
tlie hreecli reeling upon tho gruuiid, and ihe barrel 
supported ngikhiist a smnll pol«, pla(-ed hurizoiitally 
upon two furkx. Upon tlie slighesl alarm, every man 
€.(Hld have laid hU hand ujton liia own pnn. Their 
ciiptnrs were i'oni[M>*t-'l of small delachnieiits fr-im 
wtviTul trib<-a. Slucli the greiiter jwrlion belonged to 
th« .Shnwitees, but there were several Dtlawares, 
Wynndiitlsi, and a few wniidviin<; Cherokeee. After 
tmiokin);, they pr<jcce<lid to tlie division of their pris- 
on*Ti. Fliiin wa» jji\en tt> a J'iinwnee warrior; t^kylea 
to an old, crabbc<), Icnxions Indian of the Mime tribe, 
whose temper was sutlicic-ntly expre^-ed iu his roun- 
tenanee; while Johnstun was assigned to a voung 
Shi^Knee chief, whom he represents aa po.t^esfttl uf a 
deposition wliieh would have done liim honor in any 
ag« or in any nation ; \iu name was Me«shawa, and he 
had just reai'hi'd the ngv of manhood. Ilis perfon 
WM lull, and eKprcssive rather of action than strength ; 
\ai air was noble, and hh^ pi'untenance niikl, upcn, ami 
peculiarly prepos-^c.-.-ing. He evidently poestvi-ed great 
influence among tlio"*' of hi» own iribe, whieli. as the 
BMnel will (.how, he exertfd wiih great activity ..n ihe 
ride iif liunmnity. The surviving Misa Fleming was 
^ven to tlie Cherokee", while the Wvun<lolt<4 and the 
Delawarea were allowed no ehare in the dislribuiion. 
No dUsntiiirnuiiiin, however, waa expres-ed. The 
division hail )M«n proclaimed by an old chief in a lond 
voice, and a brief guttural monosylUble anaonnied 
their concurrence. After tlie distribution of iheir tap- 
livi-M, Fliiin, Divine, and Thomas, were ordered Ui 

En-pare four additional ours, for the boat whiih lliey 
uil taken, as iht-y had delennined to man it, end as- 
nail such other boats ai should he encountered during 
their •lay on the Ohio. These and several Other 
pn-pamlicm< occupied the rent of the day. 

On the next morning, the Indians aroce oarlv, and 
Drenurcd for an encounter, ex|>eciin!;, as usual, that . 
s woahl be pu&iiiig. They dn^eed I 
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tufts, and painted their faces in the most approved 
manner, be£>re a pocket-gla<s which each carried with 
him, grimacing and frowning in order to drill their 
features to the expression of the most terrific passions. 
About ten o'clock, a canoe containing six men was 
seen, slowly and laboriously ascending the river on the 
Kentucky shore. All the prisoners were instantly or- 
dered t() descend the bank to the water's edge, and de- 
coy the canoe within reach of the Indian guns. John- 
ston, with whatever reluctance, was compelled to 
accompany the rest. Divine, on this, as on the former 
occasion, was peculiarly active and ingenious in strat- 
agems. He invented a lamentable story of their 
canoe having been overset, and of their starving con- 
dition, destiiutj as they were of either guns or axes. 

It was with agony that Johnston beheld the canoe 
put off from tlie Kentucky shore, and move rapidly 
toward them, struggling with the powerful curi^nt, 
which bore them so far below them that th^y could not 
distinguish the re|>eated si^ns which Johnston made, 
warning them to keep off. The IntUans, perceiving 
how far tlie canoo was driven below them, ran rapiiily 
down the river, under cover of the woods, and con- 
cealed themselves am)ng the willows which grew in 
thick clusters upon the bank. The unsuspecting 
canoe-men soon drew near, and when within sixty 
yards, received a heavy fire, which killed every man 
on board. Some fell into the river, and overset the 
canoe, which driflv.*d rapidly down the current, as did 
the bodies of the slain. The Indians sprang into the 
water, and drag^^ing them ashore, tomahawked two of 
thfm who gave some signs of life, and scalped the 
whole. 

Scarcely had this been done, when a more splendid 
booty appeared in view. It hap|)eiied that Captain 
Thomas Marshall, of the Virginia Artillery, in com- 
pany with several other gentlemen, was descending the 
Ohio, having embarked only one day later than Slay. 
They had three boats, weakly manned, but heavily 
laden with horses and drv goods, intended for Lexing- 
ton. About twelve o'clock on the second day of 
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Joliiuton's caplMty, tlie ijtile flolilla ajipenreil about 
a mile alxive the jiuint where the Indiiins stoud. In- 
Btaiitly all was bustle and activity. The additional 
oars were fixetl to the boat, tlie savages iustantly 
sprang on board, and the prisoners were compelled lo 
station tliem^elves at the onrs, and were threatened 
vith instant de:ilh unless they used their utmost ex- 
ertions to bring ihi^m along-»ide of [he euemy. The 
three boats came down v<?rj rapidly, and were won 
immitlittlely oppusite their euemy's. The Indiuns 
0|)ened a heiivv fire upon theni, and stimulated their 
rowers to tlieir utmost cfiiirts. 

The boats berame quickly awnre of their danger, 
u warm contest of skill and streugth took place. 
There was an interval of one hundred yards bet^ 
Mch of the three boats in view. The hindmost 
(br a time in great danger. Having but one pai 
OatB, uiil being wrukly manned, she was unable 10 
compete with the Indian boat, which greaily outniiro- 
bcml her, both in oars and men. The In<linng ({uiekly 
rame iviihin rifl<-sbol, nnd swipl the deik with an in- 
ressant lire, f\bicb rtndered it extremely dangerous for 
any dI* the crew to ahon ihrmselves. Captain Atar- 
aliall was on board of the hindmost boat, and inaiii- 
taiued his position at the steermg'Our in defiance of the 
shower of Irnlls which flew aninnd him. He stood id 
his shirt sleeves, with a red silk hnmlkert-hief bound 
aroimd his head, which afliirded a lair mark to the en- 
emy, and steered the boat with e<iual eieudiness and 
akiil, while the crew below rtlievea each other at the 

The enemy lost ground from two circumstances. In 
tbeir eagerness to overtake the whites, they left the 
current, and attempted lu cut acmss the river from 
Botnt to point, iu onlcr tu shorten the distnnre. In 
doing Ko, However, they lost the force uf the current, 
and (guickly found ihemselvra dropping asteni. In ud- 
ditioH to thiij, the whiles conducted themselves with 
equal eoolneas and dext«riiy. The t>ecoiid boat waiteil 
fir ihe hJndniiMt, and received their crew on board, 
abandoning the goods and hon^t'e, without scruple, ' 
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the enemy. Being now more strongly manned, she 
shot rapidly ahead, and quickly overtook the foremost 
boat, which, in like manner, received her crew on 
board, abandoning the cargo as before ; and having six 
pair of oars, and being powerfully manned, she was 
soon beyond the reach of the enemy's shot. The chase 
lasted more than an hour. For the first half hour, 
the fate of the foremost boat hung in mournful sus- 
pense, and Johnston, with agony, looked forward to 
the probability of its capture. The prisoners were 
compelled to labor hard at the oars, out they took 
care never to pull together, and by every means in 
their power, endeavored to favor the escape of their 
friends. 

At length, the Indians abandoned the pursuit, and 
turned their whole attention to the l)oats which had 
been deserted. The booty surpassed their most san- 
guine expectations. Several fine horses were on board, 
and flour, sui^ar, and cliocolate in profusion. Another 
keg of whi-ky was found, and excited the same immcnl- 
erate joy as at first. It was unanimously determined to 
regile them-elve-* in a regular feiist, and instant prep- 
arations were niide to carry their resolution into effect. 
A large kettle of chocolate and sugar, of which the 
su:;ar formed tha greater part, was set upon the fire, 
which an old squaw stirred with a dirty stick. John- 
ston was promoted on the spot to the rank of cook, and 
received orders to bake a immberof flour cakes in the 
fire. A deer-skin, which had served for a saddle 
blanket, and was most disirustinjrlv stained by havinsr 
been appliel to a horse's sore back, was given him as a 
tray, and being repeatedly ordered to ** make haste," 
he entered upon his new office with great zeal. 

By mixini^ a lar^^e portion of sugar with some dump- 
lings, which he had boilel in chocolate, he so delighted 
the palates of the Indinn-:, that they were enthusiastic 
in their praises, and announced their intention of keep- 
ing him in his present capacity as long as he remained 
with them. The two kegs, which had been carefully 
guanled, were now produc^'d, and the mirth began to 
border on the '*fast and furious." A select band, as 
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[ n^nl, romnfnrd solwr. 1o mnintnin order and guai 
[ igainst Mirprifie, but the piisoners wore invited to ff 

dniiik with Ihi'ir nd brothers. Juhnsion mid Skj'les 
I declined the inviiation, but Flinn, wilhuut waiting to 
t be a.-l>e(l twici', instunily juitied tlie revelers, and 
I quickly became tn ilrunk as any vt' thtm. In this ail- 
r uftii'iii lie entered into a but dispute witb an ludioi 
vhich, niter luueh abuae on butb sides, terminate)] i 
blows, and lii^ antajronu't received a sad ballerini 
I Several of hu tribe drew ttieir knives, and rushed tipc 
I Flinn with fui-y, but were re^tmineil amid penU of 
[ ]»iigliter by tlie utUcra, who declared tliat Flinn had 
I proved himself a mnu, and should have fair plav- 

In the meantime, Johnston and Skyles hail been 
bound and removed lo a convenient distance from the 
drinking party, with the double desi;;ii of saving their 
lives, aiidtiuurdipi^ ngninst escaiie. While lying in this 
manner, and totally unable to help therai^lves, they 
beheld, with terror, one of ibe revelers staggering to- 
ard them, with a drawn knife in his hand, and mut- 
terinft a profn^iou of drunken curses. He Elopjied 
witldn A few pacts of ihem, and harangued them wilh 
^renl vfhenience, fi.r neiuly a minute, unlil he had 
Worked hhnBelf up lo a ftiiie <if insane fury, when, 
«uddL-nly uttering a otartJing yell, he sprung upon the 
pro:<trate body of .^kylcs, and seizing him by the hair 
endeavoTi-d to sndp him. Fortunately he was too 
much iutiixJca'wl to exert hi* usuul desterity, and be- 
fiirc he had Hucie&led in hia design, the guard ran u| 
Bt full niK-ed, anil t«iiiitg him by the bboulders, huria 
liim violently backwards to the distance of t 
yards. The drunken heiist rolled upon the gr<mnd, aM 
with difficulty reooveriiig Ins feet, staggered off, mut- 
tering cunied ngaiu-t the white man, the guard himself, 
and the whole norld. Skyles had only felt the point 
of the knife, but hmi given up his ei-alp for lost, and 
rubl>ed the crown nf his head several times with feve ~ 
bh apprehensions, before he could ba satisfied that b 
■calD was still safe. 

No other inciilcnt occurred during the night, and Q 
the following muruing the ludiaus separated. Tbo^ 
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. to whom Flinn belonged, rmniuned at the river in ex* 
pectation of intercepting other boats, while Johnston's 
party stmck through tbe wilderness, in a steady direo> 
tion for their towns. During their first day's march, 
he afforded much amusement to his captors. In the 
boat abandoned by Captain Marshall, they had fi>uud 
a milk cow, halteied in the usual manner. Upon leav- 
ing the river, tlie^ committed her to the care of John- 
ston, requiring him to lead her by the halter. Being 
totally unaccustomed to tlib method of traveling, she 
proved very refractory, and perplexed him exceed- 
mgly. When he took one side of a tree, siie regulariy 
chose the other. Whenever he attempted to k-ad her, 
she planted her feet firmly before her, and refused to 
move a step. Wheu he strove to drive her, she ran off 
into the bushes, dragging him after her, to the no small 
injury of hb person and dress. 

The Indians were in a roar of lau;^hter throughout 
the whole day, and appeared highly to enjoy his per- 
plexity. At night they arrived at a small encamp- 
ment, where they had left their women and children. 
Here, to his great joy, Johnston was relieved of his 
charge, and saw her slaughtered with the utmost grat- 
ification. At night, he suffered severely by the al>- 
sence of the benevolent Messhawa, to whose charge, 
as we have already said, he had been conimittel. The 
Indians were apprehensive of pursuit, and direc'.ed 
Messhawa, at the head of several warriors, to bring up 
the rear, and give them seasonable warning of any at- 
tempt on the part of the whites to regain their prison- 
ers. In his absence, he had been committed to an In- 
dian of very different eharacter. 

While his new master was engaged in tying his 
hands, as usual, for the night, he ventured to complain 
that the cord was drawn too tight, and gave him un- 
necessary pain. The Indian flew into a passion, ex- 
claiming, "D n you soul!" and drew the cord 

with all the violence of which he was capable, until 
it was completdy buried in the flesh. tJohnston, in 
consequence, did not sleep for a moment, but passed 
the whole night in exquisite torture. In the morning, 
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(H^sliawa came up, and finding his prisoner in a high 
fever, and his huiuls encsaively awollen, tiistuntly cut 
the cords, and ^-zihanged some high words with the 
Othfr Indian upon ihe subject. 

The march was recummeiiced, and Johnston could 
not avoid congratulntJug hiinfelf every moment upoa 
hit good fortune in having Mcftiihawa for his guide. 
SkyW masicr seemed to take pleusure in tormeuting 
him. Ill addition to an euoriuous quantity of baggage, 
he compelled him to i-arry his rifle, by which his raw 

^itouml was perpetually irritiited, and prevented from 
Messhuwa permitted Johnston to share his 

Fowu me^ upon all oicaeions; while the ravage to 
vhuin Skylea bel»ng<'d. would starcely permit hira to 
i dozen niouihruls a day, and never without ira- 
hittertng his meat with curses and blows. In a few 
days they arrived at the Scioto River, which, from the 
recent niins, was t"o high to admit of being forded. 
The Indiiins were instantly employed in conr-tructing 
a rait, and it was necessary to carry one very large 
log several hundred yanis. 

Two Indians with a handspike supportwl ihe lighter 
end. vtbile ihn buit "as very charitubiy bestowed upon 
Jnhn~tin alone. Not during lo murmur, he exerted 

^hts uiniO't strength, and, aided b;^ several Indians, with 
H>ni« difficulty iiucceciltd in placing the enormous bur- 
Jen u[Kin his shiiulder. He quickly found, however, 
hat the weight was beyond liis strength, and, wishing 
give his two companions in front wsrnin>; of his in- 

r^ility t<i support il, he called U> them in Englbh to 
" lake care 1 " They did not understand him, however, 
and cimlinued to support it, nht-n. finding himself 'va 
danger of being cruaheil to death, he rtropjied the log 
So (tiidderdy that bulb the Indians were kn<>eked down, 
and lay for a lime witliout sense or motion. They 
Buuii sprang up. however, anri, drawing their tomahawks, 
would instantly have rclievid JolintUnn of all his 
troubles hiid not the other Inrlinns, nmiil peats of laugh- 
ter, restrained tliem and compelled th<-m to vent their 
spleen in curwf, whieli were eliowered uiwn " Ketcpels.* 
as he was called, for the space of an hour, with greatfury. 
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After cros.*ing the Scioto, the Indians displayed a dis- 
positiun to loiter and tliruw away time, but little in 
unison with Johnston's feelings, who was anxious to 
reach their towns as speedily as possible, flattering him- 
self with the ho|>e tliat some benevolent trader would 
purchase him of the Indians and restore him to liberty. 
They amused themselves at a game called *' Nosey," 
with a pack of cards which had been found in one of 
the abandoned boats. The pack is equally divided be- 
tween two of them, and by some process which John- 
ston did not understand, each endeavored to get all the 
cards into his own posse^fsion. The winner had a right to 
ten fillips at his adversary s no-e, which the latter was 
required to sustain with inflexible gravitv, as the winner 
was entitled to ten additional fillips for every smile 
which he succeeded in forcing from him. At this game 
tliey would be engaged for a whole day, with the keenest 
interest, the b\\<tan<lers looking on with a delight 
scarcely inferior to that of the gamblers themselves, 
and laughing immoderately when the ])enalty was ex- 
acted. 

When gaming, they were unusually kind to their 
prisoners; but this ray of sunshine was frequently very 
suddenly overcast. »Iohnston ventured to ii>k an old 
Shawnee chief how far they would he forced to travel 
before reach inic hi-j village. The old man very good- 
naturedly assured him, hy drawing a diairrain upon the 
f^and with a stirk, ])o:nting out the situation of the 
Ohio River, of the Scioto, and of the varicms Indian 
villages, and pointing to the sun, he waved his hand 
once for every <lay which they would employ in the 
journey. Jolinston then ventured to ask *'how many 
inhahitants his village contained." The old man re- 
lied that the Shawnees liad once been a great nation ; 
ut (and here his eves flashed fire, and he worked him- 
self into a furious passion) the lone-knives had killed 
nearly the whole of his nation. " However," continued 
he, **so long as there is a Shawnee alive, we \\\W fight! 
fight! fight! When no Shawnee, then no fight." 

The prisoners were also in great danger whenever 
the Judians passed through a forest which had been 
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surveyed, and where the marks of the ax upon the 
trees were evident They would halt upon coming to 
such a tree, and after a few minutes' silence, would 
utter the most terrible yells, striking the trees with 
their hatchets, and cursing the prisoners with a fierce- 
ness which caused them often to abandon all hopes of 
life. On one occasion, they passed suddenly from the 
most ferocious state of excitement to the opposite ex- 
treme of merriment, at a slight disaster which befell 
Johnston. They were often compelled to ford creeks; 
but upon one occasion, they attenii)ted to pass upon a 
log. The morning was bitterly cold and frosty, and the 
log having been barked, was consequently very slippery. 

In passing upon this bridge, Johnston's foot slipped 
and he fell into the cold water with an outcry so sud- 
den and shrill that the Avholc party, which the instant 
l)efc>re had Wen inflamed with nige, burst at once into 
loud laughter, \\hich, at intervals, was maintained for 
several miles. Sometimes they amused themselves by 
compelling their prisoners to dance, causing them to pro- 
nounce, in a tone bordering on music, the words, "Kom- 
ue-kah! He-kah-kah! Was-sat-oo — Hos-ses-kah ! " and 
tliis mcmotonous and fatiguing exercise was occasionally 
relieved by the more exciting one of springing over a 
large fire when the blaze was at its highest, in which they 
could only escape injury by great activity. 

Their painful journey had now lasted nearly a mouth, 
and the Indian towns were yet at a great distance. 
Hitherto, Skyles and Johnston had remained together; 
but by the whimsical fancy of their captors, they were 
now separated. Skyles was borne off to the Miami towns, 
while Johnston was. destined for Sandusky. A few 
days after this separation, Johnston's party fell in with 
a Wyandott, and a negro man who, having run away 
from Kentucky, had been taken up by the Wyandott 
and retained as an assistant in a very lucrative trade 
which lie was at that time carrying on with the Indians 
of the interior. He was in the habit of purchasing 
whisky, powder, blankets, etc., at Detroit, generally 
u|X)n credit, packing tliem upon horses into the interior, 
and exchanging them, at a profit of nearly one thousand 
21 
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per cent., for furs and hides. This casual lencounter 
in the wilderness was followed by great demonstFations 
of joy on both sides. The trader produced his rum, 
the Shawnees their merchandise, and a very brisk ex- 
change ensued. 

Johnston's boots, for which he had paid eight dollars 
in Virginia^ were gladly given for a pint of rum ; and 
other articles were ^old at a proportionate price. John- 
ston, as before, was removed from the immediate neigh- 
borhood of the revelers, and committeii to the care of 
two sober Indians, with strict injuncti«)ns to prevent 
his escape. They acconlingly bound him securdy, and, 

J)assing the ends of the cord under their own bodiirs, 
ay down to sleep— one upon each side of their prisoner. 
At midnight, Johnston was awakened by a heavy rain, 
although his guards slept on with most enviable com- 
posure. Unable to oxirieate hinu^elf, and fearful of 
awakening them, he was endcnvorinp^ to submit with 
patience, wlicn the ne;rro ap|>e:irfd, and very courteously 
invited him to take sh(.*lter in his tent, which st<K)d with- 
in fifiy yards of the spot where he lay. 

Johnston was beginning to explain to his black friend 
the impossibility of nioving without the content of his 
guards, when they sudlenly sprang to tlu-ir feet, and, 
seizing the negro by tiie tliroat, and at the same time 
grasping Johnston's collar, they uttered tiie alarni-hailoo 
m the most piercin;^ tone-^. The whole band of drunken 
Indians instantly rep^it.^d the cry, and ran up, toma- 
hawk in hand, and with the most ferocious gestures. 
Johnston gave himself up for lost, and the negro looked 
white with terror; but their enemies conducteti them- 
selves with more discretion than, from their drunken 
condition, could have been anticipated. They seized 
Johnston, bore him off a few paces into the woods, and 
questiimcd him clo.'*ely as to the conference between him- 
self and the negro. lie replied by simply and clearly 
stating the truth. They then grapple. 1 the negn), and, 
menacing him with their knives, threatened t4) take his 
scalp on the s|H)t if he did not till the truth. His story 
agreed exactly with Johnston's, and the Indians became 
satisfied that no plot had been concerted. 
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, wliicli was Ibrineii 
leiiT. utiere Jobnsloti haii been [lennitu-il.ufler the uliirm 
KulMidcr], to take shelter fnini the rain. He qaiikly 
fi-ll H»lr<'[), but vrits ):ri(^v<iiisly tnrmeiitiil hy the nijiht- 
marc. lleilreaineil ihat he wna drowning in iheniiildls 
of the creek which lie hod crosrei! un ihni icoriiin^; and 
hh roiiiraliiiM Ircuuine so luburions nuil puinlul Unit he 
mt leii^Di iiwolie. The i^ciii^ ami the dnnre were still 

Soiiig III) around him, iiiid (be cniiKe of bis iitip!enEant 
_ r«ani wa.-< mnde inmiife.-t. A huge Indinn ha<( very 
iiijMWvdly i-euli'd him^^elf upon his breaiit, und waa 
nnOKing a lung pipe iind contemplating tbe dHncer<, 
■ippurtntly very uiH ^aiisfied viih his sent. Jiilinelon 
^uriiid hiiiirett' npon his >ide nod threw ibc Indian off. 
Be d'd not ajipc-ar to nOi-h the change of pliicf much, 
^%Ut »)iin >bllhd bimsi'll' aud continued lo Hiioke vttb, 
UiiintciTnpt.'d graviiy. 

At diiyliglit, II new sct'ne pre.-en!ed itself. The 
ri(i[s paiiitod tliemselves in ibe most fiightful colors^ 
r.|U>d pcrlorroiMl a wariliuice wilb the usual ncoimpRni- 
Bients. A (lake, piiii.teil in alteniate siripes of hhick 
Jnd vcrmition, wna fiseil in the ground, and ihe damcra 
Biov<-il ill rapid hut nii-n>ured evoluiions amund it. 
""icy rccounli'd, wiih gn-nt cniTiiy, the wrongs wliii'h 
)• luid ncelvcd froni ihe nhibs: Their lands had 
(1 taken fioiii them, tbeir torn cut up. their villages 
_jinii their friends slaughlered ; every injury which 
ttiey Wl receivnl wa:< dwilt upon, iiniil tbeir paxaions 
^1 bei'ome inftaincd beyond nil coiiiroi. Suddenly, 
Gbickatummo darted ftom llie circle ol' dancers, and, 
irith eyes flashing Eirf, run up to (be spot where Johu< 
stoD was silting ciilmly concern plating the spectacle b^i 
t-n liim. When within reacti, be struck him a furioi 
blow with his li'l, Hn<l was. preparing Ui reiieal 
pvhen Johnstun seized bini by the arms and hastily d< 
md.-d the cinise of such un|>rovoked violence. 
' Chickatiimmo, grinding his teeth wilh nige, shoir 
"Sitdown! fiI down! " JnliiiBtnn obeyed, and tbe Ii 
ui, pcrmviu^ the two nbile cbildren wiihiu IcD stcj 
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of him, snatched up a tomahawk and advanced upon 
them with a quick stt*p and a determined look. The 
terrifieil littl-j creature:* instantly arose from the log on 
which they were sitting and fled into the woods, utter- 
ing the most piercing screams, wliile their pursuer rapidly 
gained u|>on th<Mn, with his tomahawk upii:teJ. The 
girl, being the youngest, was soon overUiken, and would 
iu^itaiitly have b/en tomahawked had not Me-shawa 
boiimled like a deer to her relief. He arriv<'d barely; 
in time to arrest the uplifts d tomahawk of Chickatomnio, 
after wliich he seized him by the collar and hurled 
him violently backwar«l, to the distance of several paces. 

Snatching up the child in his arms, he then ran after 
the brother, intending to secure him likewise from the 
fury of his coinp;mion ; but the boy, misconstruing his 
intention, cimtinued his flight with such rapidity, and 
doubled several times with such address, that the chase 
was prolongi'd to the distance of several hundred yards. 
At lenj^th, Me-shawa suceeeJfd in taking him. The 
boy, thinking himsvlf lo.^t,' uttered a wild cry, wliich was 
echoed by hi.s .sister; hut botii were instantly calmed. 
Messhawa took them in his arms, spoke to them kindly, 
and soon cmvineed tliem that th^y had nothing to ft^ar 
from him. He (jirnkly re-appeare 1, leading them gtnily 
by the hautl, and sooihin*: tlieni in the Indian language, 
until they both elnng to him closely for protection. No 
other incident disiurbed the progress of the ctTemtmiis, 
nor did Chickatomnio appear to resent the violent in- 
terference oi" Messhawa. 

Their rum had not vet become exhausted, and after 
the conclusion of the war-dance, they returned to it 
with renewed vigor. A lame Mingo, on a solifciry 
hunting excursion, soon joined them, and with drunken 
hospitality, was ])ressed, and in some degree compelled, 
to get «lrnnk with tliem. They soon became very af- 
fectionate, and the Mingo, taking advantage of the mo- 
mentnry generosity produced by the rum, ventured to 
ask that Jolinston might be given to him for a paitic- 
ular purpo>e, which he explained to them. He said 
that he had Intel v killcvl a warrior of the NVvandott 
tribe, whose widow had clamorously demanded that he 
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(the Minffo) should either procure her another hus- 
baud or lay down his own life as a penalty for the 
slain Wyandott. 

He added that he was too poor to procure her an- 
other husband, unless he should tiike that honorable 
office upon himself — for which he had but small incli- 
nation, the squaw in question being well stricken in 
years, tolerably crooked, and withal a moj^t tirrihle 
scold — and thiit he mu?t submit to the other alternaiive 
and lay <lown his life, unless the ShawncfS wonid have 
compassion upon him, and give him Johnston, who (he 
said) being-young and handsimie, would douhthss be 
acceptable to the squaw atbresai<l, and console her faith- 
ful heart for the l«>ssof her former hu>band. He Urged 
his suit with so much earnestness that the ^hawnees 
relented and a.ssured him that Johnston should instantly 
be delivered into his hamL'*. 1 his was ac( ordinjzly done, 
without the slightest regard to the prisoner's inclination ; 
and within an hour the whole party took have of him, 
shaking him heartily by tlie hand and congratulating 
him upon his approachmg happiiKSs, telling him that 
there was a fine squaw waiting for him in the Wyan- 
dott town. 

Johnston would have likod the adoption better with- 
out the appendage of the bride, but thinking that, if 
she were one of the furies, her society wonld be prefer- 
able to the stake and hot irons, he determined to make 
the be-^t of his condition, and wear his shackh s as easily 
as possible, ifntil an opportunity offend of (ffeciing his 
e>cape. His new master, after lingering around the 
late encampment, until late in the day, at length 
shoulden d nis wallet, and moved off bv the sjime ronte 
which the 8hawnet»s had taken. By noon, on the fol- 
lowing day, they came up with them, when a curious 
scene ensuetl. As soon as the Shawnees had Income 
8ol>er, they repented their late liberality, and determined 
to reclaim their prisoner; the Mingo stoutly denmrred, 
and a long argument took place, accompanied by an- 
imated gestures, and not a few oaths, on both sides. At 
length Messhawa put an end to the wrangling by seiz- 
ing a horse by the halter and ordering John:iton iu- 
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stantlj to mount He then sprang upon anotber, and, 
applying the lash sm.irtly to both horses, he quicklr 
bore' the prisoner beyond tUe sound of the Mingo s 

▼0103. 

An hour^s rida brought them to Upper Sandusky, 
where Me^tshawa diKmuiinted, and awaiied the arrivid 
of Chickatomiu!). He soon appeared, acconipanieti by 
his party, and f illowel by the diseontentCNi Minjio. 
This m ui regarled Johnston, from time to time, with 
so e iniest a countenance, and appeared so desirous of 
S2)proachiiig him, thit the later became ahtrmetl, lest, 
in the rage of disappointment, he should inflict upon 
the prisoner the ven^ance which he dared not imiulge 
against the Sliawnee^. But his fears were quickly re- 
lieved. The Mingo dogged him so faithfully, that he 
St length came upon him while alone, and, approach- 
ing him with a good-nature.l smile, presejited a small 
punphlet, which Johnston hiid dropped on the preceil- 
u\^ liay. H ivin^ d )ne this, he shook him by the hand, 
and immediately left thi village. 

At Smdiisky, Jului^ton l)e::;im3 acquainted with Mr. 
Duchouq^it^t, a French trader, who had, for several 
years, resided arnon^ the Indians, and was extensively 
engaged in the fiir tra<le. To him he recount.^ his 
advjntures, and earnestly solicited his g»od ctf&jes in 
de ivering him from ths Indians. Duchouquet promptly 
a^ured him that every exertion shonid be used for that 
pnrp >3e, and lost no tim t in rede3ming his pledge. That 
evening he spoke to Ciiickatommo, and offered a libend 
ransom for the prisoner, but his effirts were fruitier. 
The Shawnea chuf did not object to the price, hut de- 
clared that no sum should induce them to give him up 
until thev ha<l first taken him to their towns. This 
answer was quickly re{K)rted to Johnston, and filK-il 
him with despair. But, as the Shawnee party were 
enga;;ed in another drinking-bout, he entreated Du- 
ch »uqiiet to seize the favorable moment, when their 
beans were mellowed by rum, and repeat his off r. 
The Frenchman coinjdied, and wa-i appiin pereniptnrily 
refused. Johnston now desired him to inouire, of 
Chickatommo, the name of the town to which he was 
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Ti> tiie firm question. Cliickntonimn promptly r 
ihal the priituiuT Wiis to lie canieJ to the Miami viliaget; 
but to the sccum). he gave no sntiatactory answer, being 
]irob»bly igmirant hinuielf tipmi the aiibjcct. The men- 
lioH i>f the AlJanii villages t'omjilelolyextiugiiislied ever^r 
sparit or hope wtiiL-h still existed in Johiislon's breast, 

tliuso towns bud, heretofore, been tlie grave of every 
, (l*- prisoner who hail visiteil lliein. He had also 
lieard tliat the Indiims carefully cnuceiiled from their 
-vii'tiiiis ihe fiite which awaited them, either from soma 
riustiiietivii feelings of com]>assioii, or, more probably, 
'rom p.ilicr, in order to iirevent the dieperaie eflbrtE to 

■apt-, uhich nere usual uith prisoners ubo were in- 

rnioii of their destiny. Under these circumstances, 
he gliMimily aliuiidoncd himF<eIf lo des]>air, and lay 
doHU in belpli-at exjiet-tiLtinn of hie late. But no 
wotier bail he abandoned the ca$e. than fonune, as 
Ui-ual, put in her oar, and di^piaved that capricious 
but oninii)'>triit lOwer fur which she has m long and 
n dt^ervedly bien Cfjehrateii. The same Wyandott 
trader, »ho hail cncnuntertd ihem in the wildenieBS, 
ignin Hppi'artd ui SauduKky. with several hordes 
laden with kvjrs of rum, and, in the course of two 
days, ciiinpltttly ^tripjied ihtni of every skin, blaiikt-t, 
and artii'le of mercbaodise which bad escaped his 
rnpaciiy before. 

On the inoruing cf (he third day, Chickatiimmo and 
Ilia party awoke, us fi-om a dnam. and found themselves 
{Kior, deaiiiuic, rag^l, and hungry, without (he meuiia 
of supplying liny of tlnir want*. Ashamed to riturn 
to thi-ir villiigf in this comUiion, aflt-r having eent be- 
fore them so magnificent a de-ciipiion of thoir wealth, 
they determined to recurn to the Ohio, in hopes of 
again replenl-hing their puraef, at the expense of 
emigrants. They accoidiugly appeared, of their own 
accord, before Duchoiiijuet, und declnrcd that, as the 
iciilp of th-'ir prisoner would Ije Imnsported more 
easily ihnn his person, they hud determined to hura 
evening j but, if he still wbhed U 
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him, they would forego the expected entertainment for 
his sake, and let him have the prisoner upon good 
terms. Duchououet eagerly accepted tlie offer, and 
instantly counteu down six hundred silver brooches, 
the ordmary price of a prisoner. The Indians lost no 
time in delivering him into the tmder's hands, and, 
having taken an affnitionute leave of him, thej in- 
stantly set out for tlie Ohio. 

Johnston's gratification may easily be conceived, but 
on the following day his apprehensions returned with 
renewed vigor. To hi? great surprLk*, Chickatommo 
and his pariy again made their appearance at Sandusky, 
having abandone.! their contemplated trip to the Ohio, 
and loitered about the village for several days, without 
any visible cause for such Ciipridous conduct. John- 
ston, recollecting their former whimsical bargain with 
the Mingo, was appreliensive that the same scene was to 
be roixjatcvl, and, resolving not to be tiken alive, he 
armed hini?>'lf, and a\ViUte«i, calmly, their determina- 
tion. His suspicions, ho.vewr, wero entirely jrronndlesj*. 
They pa.s<c.l h'm ^eve^al times without the slightest 
notice, and at lenijfth set off, in earnest, for Detroit, 
leaving him at full liberty with his friend Duchouquet. 

On the evenin<r of th<^ir dcixirture, a Delaware ar- 
rived from the Miami villages, with the heart-n-nding 
intt'lligenee, that his unfortunate compjuiion, Flinn, 
had been hnrned at the stake a few days before. The 
savage declare 1 that he himself ha<l boen present at 
the spectacle, ha<l a^si<ted in torturing him, and had 
afterward eaten a iH)rt;o:i of his flesh, which, he de- 
clared, ** was sweeter than boiir's moat.*' The intel- 
ligence was fully confirmed on the followin;; day, l»y 
a Canarlian trader, who had just left the Miami towns. 
He stated that Flinn had hcKin taken to their villages, 
and, at first, had entertaine<l strong hopes of being 
adopted, as his bt)ld, frank, and fearless character had 
made considerahle impression ujwn his enemies. But 
the arrival of some wild chiefs, from the extreme 
n(»rthern trilx^s, mo-t of whom were cannibals, had 
completely changed his prospects. A wild council was 
held, in which the most terrible seiitimenls, with regjird 
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to the whites, were uttere<L The custom of adopting 
prisoners was indignantly repriihated as frivolous and 
absurd, and the resolution proclaimed, that henceforth 
no quarter should be given, to any age, sex or conditi<»n. 

Hinn was accordingly seizetl and fastened to the 
Flake. The trader was one of the spectators. Flinn 
quickly observed him, and asked if he was not ashamed 
to witness the distress of a fellow-creature, in that 
manner, without making some eflbrt to relieve him ; 
upon which he instantly ran to the village and brought 
out several kegs of rqm, which he offereil, as a ransom, 
for the prisoner. The Indians, who, by this time, were 
in a terrible rage, rejected the offer with fierceness, and 
split the heads of the kegs with their tomahawks, suffer- 
ing the liquor to flow unheeded uj)on the ground. The 
disappointed trader again returned to the village, and 
brought out six hundred silver brooches. They, in turn, 
were rejected with additional fury, and not without a 
threat of treating him in the same manner if he again 
interfered. The trader, finding every eff()rt vain, com- 
municated his ill success to Flinn, who heard him with 
composure, and barely replied, **Then all I have to 
say 18, God have mercy vpoii my sovl ! " 

The scene of torture then commenced, amid whoops 
and yells, which struck terror to the heart of the trader, 
but which the prisoner bore with the most heroic for- 
titude. Not a groan escaped him. He walkul calmly 
around the stiike for several hours, until his ffe.-h was 
roasted, ami the fire had burned down. An old squaw 
then approached, in order to rekindle it, but Flinn, 
watching his opportunity, gave her so furious a kick in 
the breast that she fell back totally insen>ibie, and ibr 
several minutes she was unable to take any further 
share in the ceremony. The warriors then bored his 
ankles, and parsing thongs through the sinews, eon- 
fined them closely to the stake, so that he was unable 
afterward to offer the same resistance. His sufferings 
continued for many hours, until they were at length 
terminated by the tomahawk. 

Within a few days he also heard of Skyles. AAer 
leaving Johnston, this gentleman had been conducted 
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to one of the towns on the Miami of the lake, near the 
scene of Fliiin's execution, \vhei*e, as usual, he was 
compelled to run the ^uiitlet The Indian boys were 
his chief tirmentors. One of tl;e little urchins displayed 
particular address and dexterity in his infemul art 
He provided himself with a stout switch taken from a 
thom-tree, upon which one of the largest thorns had 
been permitted to remain. As Skyles passed him, he 
drove the keen instrument un to the head in his naked 
back. The switch was rested from his grasp, and was 
borne by Skyles, sticking in his back, to the end of his 
painful career. He continued in the hands of the same 
crabbed master who had taken such pleasure in tor- 
menting him upon the march through the wilderness; 
but liad found means to make himself so acceptable to 
his squaw, that his time was rendered more agreeable 
than he could have anticipated. 

He carried water for her, gathered her wood, and 
soothed her sullen temper by a thousand artifices, so 
that her husband, who stood in some awe of his help- 
mate, was compelled to abate somewhat of his chur- 
lishness. He at ieng.'h reaped the fruit of his civility. 
The s(|iiaw returned one evening alone to the wigwam, 
and informed SkyKs, in confidence, that his death had 
been determined on in coimcil, and that the following 
day had been appoint 'd for his exeeutlon. He at fin^t 
doubted the truth of this startling intelligence, and 
retiring to rest as u.<ual, fei^ne 1 to be a.^leep, but 
li.stened at ten lively to the conversation of the old 
squaw with her daughter, a young girl of fifteen. His 
doubts were quickly dispelled. His approaching ex- 
ecuti'»n was the subject of convei*sation between them, 
and their language ^oon became warm. The (dd lady 
insisted up»)n it that he was a good man, and ought to 
be saved ; while the girl exulted at the idea of witness- 
ing his agonies, declaring repeatedly that the "white 
people were all devils," and ought to be put to death. 

At length they ceased wrangling, and composed 
themselves to re<t. Skylas then arose, toi»k down his 
master's rifle, shot bag, and corn pouch, and, stepping 
lightly over the bodies of the family, quickly gained the 
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and hpnt his sU-ps to tlie bnnk of ihe Miami 

WlUiimt an iii>tanl's delay, lie pliingeil into 

.■•truiin Hiiil ^iwiim tn the Dppi^^ite siAv. In iluing m, 

ever, he cunijilciely ruin«il his rifle, and hoa loid- 

illetl t<i tliraw it away- Reluining the walleL af 

kTchcd o>rii. he diri'cieil his stt^jis to tlie Foiithward, 

it^ndiiig, if pofisible, (o strike ihe Betilenunts in Ken- 

icky, bul to jioiir a wuuiUttian was he lliul, af^er a 

rd roan-h of six hours, he agiiin ^tunihkil upon the 

__ umi, uitliiii uiie hundred vnnls of ihe ^pot Hliere be 

'liaJ ci'uesed it hrfori'. While anxiuusly nieditaiirg 

upiin [lie beit nit-uii^ of iivi-iding the dungeri< irliich 

surMiutided Lini, he hi'iird tlie tinkle uf a Lell, wiihin 

a few liuiiiii«d j-anls of ttie spnt tvhere he stood, and 

direi-tiiig his ^leps luwtird it, he saw a liorse gniziag 

quiHly upon the rank (irass uf the buttum. 

Instantly mounting' him, he again utt< rapted to mors 
siiutliern d.re. tion. hut u as ciiniiitUeit by the thick- 
uf the woi-d, niid the qiiaitiity of fallen timber, to , 
ijie his course b<i fr<^uenlly ihut he again bei-anie I 
iMered, and, abandoning bis horse, determined to ' 
■prosfctile his jiiuiiiey nn flwt. Daylight lound him in 
a d««p forot, without a patli lo direct him, without tlio 
meana of procming food, and without the slightest 
bnowli'dge of any of those signs liy which an exj-eri- 
enced wor.d8mi>n i- vnahleil U> dirt-et his Cllu^^e lbr<iu;;h 
ft tmckless wiMernesa with su.h unerring cermiuty. 
Fmrful of siumbliiig iitiawures upon some Ii.dina 
town, he lay concealed all day, and at night reconi* 
tnfni«il his jounn-y. But fresh pt-ri'lexlties awaited 
him at every st p. He wns- coni-tjuitly encounteiiitg 
eiilier a email village or a solitary wigwam, from which 
_Jie was freqiicnily chii>-eii bv the indan drgs with Fuch 
" ' 1 furious barking tliat he more than once co 
K'trction inevitable. 

S manner he wnndered through the woods f 
reral days, unti', faint with hungtr, he determined at 
risks tn entir iin Indian villaiie, ao'l either procure 
, Oil or peiiali in the mt^-mpL Hiiviiii; adojitod this rea- 
'eUttiun, be no bm^fr loitered on the way, but throwing 
elf boldly ni»>u the first path which presented it 






234 WESTERN ADVENTURE. 

self, he follo\ve«l it at a brisk and steady pace, careless 
of where it might leiid. About four o'clock in the after- 
noon, he came so suddenly upon a village that it was 
impossible to retreat without exposing himself to detec- 
tion, and, as he considered it madness to enter it in day- 
light, he concealed liimself among some old logs until 
nightfall, when he sallied out like an owl or a wolf in 
search of something to allay the piercing pangs of 
hunger. Nothing could be picked up upon the skirts 
of the village, as neither roostiug-ears nor garden fruit 
were in season, and it became necessary to enter the 
town or perish of hunger. 

Fortunately, the embers of a decayed fire lay near 
him, in which he found a sufficient quantity of coal with 
which to black his face and hands; and, having com- 
pletely disguised himself in this manner, he boldly 
marched into the hostile town to take such fate as it 
should please heaven to send. He luckily had with 
him the remnant of a blanket, which he disposed about 
his person in the usual Indiiin manner, and imitxiting at 
the same time their straggling ^ait, he kept the middle 
of the street and pa-sed unquestioned by squaw or war- 
rior. Fortunately for him, the streets were almost en- 
tirely deserted, and, as he afierward learned, most of 
the warriors were abseut. Security, however, was nut 
his present object so much as food, which, indeed, had 
now become indispensable. Yet how was he to obtain 
it? He would not have he<itoted to steal, had he known 
where to look for the larders ; nor to beg, had he not 
known that he would have been greeted with the toma- 
hawk. 

While slowly marching through the village, and rumi- 
nating upon some fea-il)le plan of satisfying his wants, 
he saw li^ht in a wigwam at some distance, which gave 
it the appearance of a trader's booth. Cautiously ap- 
proaching, he satisfied himself of the truth of his C(m- 
jecture. A white man was behind a counter dealing 
out various articles to several squaws who stood around 
liini. After some hesitation, iSkyles entered the shop, 
and in bad English asked for rum. The trader regard- 
ed him carelessly, and without appearing surprised at 
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either his dre?8 or manner, replied that he had no rum 
in the hoUv«e^ hut would go and hring him some, if he 
couUl wait a few moments. So saying, he leaped care- 
h»ss»ly over the counter and left the shop. Skyles in- 
stantly ibllowed him, and stepping him in the street, 
briefly recounted his story, and throwing himself upon 
his mercy, earne>tly implored his assistance. 

The trader an|>eared much astonished, and visibly 
hesitated. Quickly recovering hini>elf, however, he 
assureil Skyles that he would use every <flbrt to save 
him, although in doing so he himself would incur great 
risk. lie then informed him that a band of Shawnees 
had appeared at the village on that very niorning in keen 
pursuit of a prisoner, who (they said) had escj\|>e<l a few 
davs before, and wh«)m they supjxjseil to be still in the 
nei^ihbnrhood, from the zigzag manner in which he had 
traveled. Many of the warriors of the (own were at 
that moment as>isting the Shaw nees in hunting for him. 
He a<lded that they might l»e expected to return in the 
mi»rnin;r, in which cast*, if discovered, his death would 
bt! certain. Skyhs li>t(Mied in great alarm to his ac- 
count of the danger which surrounde<l him. If he hffc 
the viilage, he ci)uhl scare* ly expect to escape the nu- 
menms bands who were ranjiin;: the fortst in seaich of 
him. If he lenuiined wheie he was, the danger was 
still more imminent. 

Under these circumstances, he earnestly requested the 
advice of the trader as to the best means of avoiding 
his enemies. The man replied that he must instantly 
leave the village, as ke<n eyes would be upon him in 
the morning, and his design would be ])enetrated ; that 
he must conceal himself in a hazel thicket, which ho 
p(»inted out to him. wiiere in a short time he would joiu 
him with foo<i, and where they couhl arrange some 
feasible plan of isca|>e. They then separated, the 
tnuler returning to his shop, and Skyhs repairing to 
the friendly thicket. Here within a few minutes he 
was joined by his friend, who informe<l him that he saw 
but one |)Os>ible mnde of escape; that it would be im- 
possible for him either to remain where he was, or to 
attempt to reach the white setilements through the 
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woods ; but he declared that if he was diligent and ac- 
tive, he might overt:ike a boat which had left them that 
morning fur Lake Erie, and offered him his own skiff 
for that purpose. 

He added that the boat was laden with furs, and was 
comm.mdtul by an Engli^th captain, who wciuhl gladlj 
receive him on board. Skjles eagerly embi-aced the 
offer, and they prot^eeded without a moment's delay to 
the river i<hore, where a handaonie skiff with two oars 
lay in readiness for the water. Having taken an af- 
fectionate leave of the trader, Skyles put off from 
shore, and quickly fining the current, rowed until dny- 
lig'it with the z^ of a man who knew the value of 
life and liberty. His greatest apprehension was that 
his flight would be discovered in time to prevent his 
reaching the boat; and at every ru;»tling of the hushes 
on the bank of th«^ river, or at every cry of the owl 
wh'ch arose from the d'ep forest around him, the blood 
wouM rush back to \\U heart, and he would fancy tliat 
his en'mies were upon liim. At len;rth, bt-tween dawn 
and i>UiirisLs he bche!d the boat, which he had pun^ueii 
so eagerly, only a few h unci red yards in front, drifting 
slowly and calmly down the stream. 

He redouble' 1 his exertion?, and in half an hour was 
within hailing di.^tance. He called aloud for them to 
halt, but no answer was returned. Upon c<miing along- 
side he was unable to st^e a single man on board. Sup- 
posing her crew asleep, he mounted the side of the ves- 
sel, and saw the man at the helm enjoying a very com- 
fortable nap with the most enviable disregjird to the 
dangers which mi;i:ht await him in the waters of Lake 
Erie, which were then in .<ight. The helmsman starte<l 
up, rubljcd hid eyes, looked around him, and afrer salut- 
in-^ hi-^ vi.'*itor, observed that **he had almost fallen 
asleep." Skyles agreed with him, and anxiously in- 
quired for the captain. The latter soon made his ap- 
pearance in a woolen nightcap, and the negotiation 
commenced. The captain asked wlio he was, and what 
was the cause of so early a visit? Skyles was fearful 
of committing himself by a premature disclosure of his 
real character, and replied, that he was an adventurer 
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Kivlto bftd been looking for Innd upon the Auglaize; bq 
Lthal lio had tiecn driven from the country tiy the api 
' iniiiia uf tiuti-age from the ludiiiiis, tvlio had lutel;^ 
me unusually incen^eil against the whites. 
le cHptain couUy replied that he had heard of one 
I white man having been burned a few days before at <me 
Let' the Miami villages, and had unllen^^•o<t that another 
Klwd avoided the same fate only by running away into 
gthe woo>l5, wliere, unless retaken, it was EUp))OEed be 
lulil peri.sh, as he had phowu himself a miserable 
I KOo'lcmnn, and as nnmerntis piiriies were in search of 

him. Alter a raonitiit's he.-i(utiun, l^kyieB frankly ae- 
knowl('d){i-d himself to be that miserable fugitive, and 
threw liiniself ut once upon their mercy. The Engliel 
eaptxiii heard him apparirtilly without surprise, n 
granted his re<)uest wiinout iiesiiation. All waa di 
with tli« ntmodt ta»g froid. In a short time thry 
rived at Detroit, where, to his no small a--^tonishnii' 
lie beheld Chickarommn, ftfesshana, and their party, 
who had just arrived frnm t^aniiuriky. after the sale of 
Johnston. Carefully avoiding them, he lav close in llie 

I house of a trader until the following dny. tihen another 
Wge iwtrty arrived in pursuit of liim (having iraied 
^im down tlie river to Lake Eiie), and imiiulcd the 
Atreet^ f»r aeverni days, uttering luiul cuniptaints ii^'ain^t 
t)ia-Q who had rohbed tliim of their prisoner. Pour 
Bkylfa enlertninrd the mofl pninlul apprehensions for 
•everal days, hul was at lengih relieved by [heir di purt- 
rtn. As Goon as p<«rible, be obtained a passnge to 
Montreal, ami returned in safity to the United Hiatcs. 
In notii-iiig the fate of tlie companions of Juhiiston'B 
captivity, we are naturally led to say Mtrnt-ibing of t)ie 
only female of the |>arty. The reader can not have 
furi^>tt"n that one of the hVias Flemings vra^ killed upon 
IbcOhio, anil tbiit the other tiecanieu prisoner and was 
&ji.-igiiMl to the Cherokees. Johnstirn bad tieen nincii 
snrprLiod at tlie levity of her coniluct, when fiist tnki 
iRHiead of a]>peariiig dfjecied at the dreadful death 
her si'ti-r, jind the still mure terrible fate of ber fiiom 

\ the nevi-r apjicared more lively or beiter reconeiled 

lite tbaii while her capl^ra liagtreJ uih 
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of the Ohio. Upon the breaking up of the party, the 
Ciierokees conducted their prisoner toward tne Miami 
vilhige.^, and Johnston saw nothing more of her until 
afler his own liberation. While he remained at the 
house of Mr. Duchouquet, the small party of Chero- 
kecs to whom she belonged, suddenly made their ap- 
pearance in the village, in a condition so tattered and 
diLipidated as to &:atisfy every one that all their booty 
had l)eoii wa^tetl with Iheir usual improvidence. 

Miss Fleming's ap|>carance, particularly, had been 
entirely changed. All the levity which had astonished 
Johnston so much on the banks of the Ohio, was com* 

Eletely gone. Her dress was tiittered, her cheeks sunken, 
cr eyes di^Ciilorcd by weeping, and her whole manner 
expressive of the most heartfelt wretchedness. Johu- 
ston addressed her with kindness, and inquired the cause 
of so great a change, but she only replied by wringhig 
her hands, and bursting into tears. Her master quickly 
summoned her away, and on the morning after her ar- 
rival, >hc was compelled to leave the village?, and ac- 
ci»m])anv them to Lower Sanduskv. Within a few 
days, John -ton, in company with hi- friend Duchouquet, 
followed them to that place, partly up«»n business, partly 
witli the hope of procuring her lil>eration. He found the 
town thron-ed with Indians of various tribes, and there, 
fj)r the first time, he loamed that his friend Skyles had 
effected his escape. Upon inquiring for the Clierokees, 
he learne I that they were encampetl with their prisoner 
within a quarter of a mile of thii town, holding them- 
selves aloof from the rest, and evincing the most jeal- 
ous watchfulness over their prisoner. 

John-ton instantly applit^d to the traders of Sandusky 
for their gt)od offices, and, as usual, the ^eque!^t was 
j)romptly complied with. They went out in a boily to 
the Cherokee camp, accompanied by a white man named 
Wliittaker, who had l)een taken from Virginia when a 
child, and had become completely naturalized among the 
Indians. This Whittakor was personally known to 
Miss Fleming, having: often visited Pittsburgh, where her 
father kept a small tavern, much frequente<l by Indians 
and traders. Aa soon as she beheld iiim, therefore, she 
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ran up to the spot where he stood, and bursting into 
tHirs, implored liini to save her fr<»m the cruel fate which 
she had no doubt awaited her. He engaged very zeal- 
ously in her service, and finding that all the o^ers of 
the traders were rejected with determined obstinacy, he 
returned to Detroit, and solicited the intercession of an 
old chief known among the whites by the name of 
*'01d Kins; Crune," assuring him (a lie which we can 
scarcely blame) that the woman was his sister. 

King Crane listened with gravity to the appeal of 
Whittaker, acknowledged the propriety of interfering in 
the case of so near a relative, and very calmly walked 
out to the Cherokee camp, in order to try the eflScacy 
of his own eloquence in behalf of the white squaw. He 
found her master, however, perfectly inexorable. The 
argument gradually waxed warm, until at length the 
Cherokees became enragcil, and told the old man that 
it was a disgrace to a chief like him to put himself 
upon a level with ** white people," and that they looked 
upon him as no better than "dirt." At this insupport- 
able insult, Kit)g Crane became exasperated in turn, 
and a very edifying scene ensued, in which each be- 
spattered the other with a profusion of abuse for sev- 
eral minutes, until the Old King recollected himself suf- 
ficiently to draw off' for the present, and concert meas- 
ures for obtaining redress. He returned to the village 
in a towering pas>ion, and announced his determination 
to collect his young men and rescue the white squaw 
by force ; and if the Cherokees dared to resist, he swore 
that he would take their scalps upon the spot. 

Whittaker applauded this doughty resolution, but 
warned him of the necessity of di>patch, as the Cher- 
okees, alarmed at the it lea of losing their prisi>ner, 
might be tempted to put her to death without further 
delay. This advice was acknowledged to be of weight, 
and before daylight on the following morning. King 
Crane assembled his young men and advanced cau- 
tiously upon the Cherokee encampment. He found 
all but the miserable prisoner buried in sleep. She 
had been stripped naked, her body painted black, and 

in thb condition had been bound to a stake, around 
22 
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Trhich hickory poles had already been collected, and 
every other dispositiou luaile for burning her alive at 
daylight. She was moaning in a low tone as her de- 
liverers approached, and was so much exhausted as 
not to be aware of their apnroach uniil King Crane 
had actually cut the cords wnich bound her, with his 
knife. He then ordered his ^uung men to assist her 
in putting on her clothes, which they obeyed with the 
mufft stoical indifference. 

As soi>u as her toilet had been completed, the King 
awakened her mastars, and informed them that the 
squaw was hU\ that if tiiey submitteii quietly, it was 
well — if not, his young men and him-elf were readv 
for them. The Cherokees, as may readily be imaginecf, 
prote:$ted loudly a^^inst such unrighteous proceedings, 
out what could wor.U avail ag;iiost drawn tomahawks 
and superior numbers? They finally expressed their 
willingness to re.<ii;n the squaw, but ho|)ed that King 
Crane would not be such a *'bea;«t" as to refuse them 
the ransom which he had ofibred them on the pre- 
ceding^ day. The king replied coolly, that he had the 
squaw now in his own hands, and would serve them 
only right if he refused to pay a single brooch ; but 
that he dLS<laincd to receivt^ any thing at their hands 
without paying an equivalent, and would give them 
six hundred silver bro >ches. He then returned to 
Lower Sandusky, accompanied by the libenited pris- 
oner. She was instantly painted iis a squaw by Whit- 
taker, and sent off under care of two trusty Indians 
to Pittsburgh, where she arrived in 8:ifcty in the 
course of tiie following week. 

The Chen>kees, in the evening, paraded the streets 
of Sandusky, arme<l and painted, as if U|K)n a war 
party, and loudly complained of the violence which had 
t)een offered to them. They declare<l that thoy would 
not leave town until they had shed the blood of a 
white man, in revenge for the loas of their prisoner. 
Jtdmstou and Duchouquet were conipelleil to remain 
clo-ely at home 1V>r several days, until, to their great 
joy, the Cherokees finally leil the village and were 
seen no more. 




■ jOHXi^rox, fuss; a.vd skyles. 

The remniniliT or Jolin^lnn's narralivo t» easily dl^ 

KU-lied. lie S'lun ufler lefl Low^r Sandu-ky, aiid I'm* 
ikcil in a bual lailen witli t'ur for Detiujt. After 
. roiiiHiiuiig here a few diiys he touk passage to Klon- 
k-'treal, aiiH for iho tirst and lost time had an opporlunitr 
i,«f l)ehiililhig the treniendoua Falla of Niagara.* 
(Uaviiij; arrived at Montreal in safety, he remniiied a 
1 itay§ in order to arr.iii(,'c liis iifl^iira, and as ^oon as 
sdiblo ciiDtiiiiicd hi* journey hy way of Fort Sianwix 
I NlW Yiirk. There he hnd an inienriew with Pre&- 
li-iit Washington, who, hiiving been infurnied of his 
aipe. Bent for liim, in or»3er to make a number of 
' 'es as to t!ie slnngth of the tribe§ through which 
1 piiei-cil, the force and condition of the British 
na, and the degree of couotenanie whieh they 
1 afforded t-i ibe hustili- Indiana. Having given all 
informution of nhich be was possessed, he was die- 
ted witli great kiudnew. and in the course of the 
wing week he found bimaelf once more iu tha 
m o? his family. 

S the reader may probably take some interest in tha 
S of tbe Indians whom ne have mentioned, we an 
Fuabled to add sometJiing U|M>n that subject. Cllieka- 
, tommo was killed at the decisive battle of ihe "Fallen 
I Timber," where the unitid force of the North■^le^tf^l 
I tribi-a waa del'eateil by Gcmral Wayne, Me^shanft 
Might at ihe fame place, but esciired, and afterward 
aiiie a devoted follower of llio ct;iel)rate'l Tecumseh. 
i fought at Tip[i<-cauoe, Bai~in, and finally at lh» 
iver Thames, «-bere it is 8U|>posed he whs killed. 
Crane live<l to a great age. wap pretient at St. 
'« defeat, and at the ■■ Fulien Timber." I.ut Enaliy 
Mme reconetlfil in the Anieritmns, and fought under 
Min ni Thames. WIdtluker, the white man, 
in St. Chiir's ddtsit, aiid afterward with the Iu- 
IS against Wnvne. He has been dead many years. 
I I^wis fflufilii agiiin»t the .Americans in all the 
[h-wcBteni buttleis, until tlie Gnal peace in 179(>, and 

hill WW Mn IrniiiiilniTonl.anil In their liin;i>ii«i7Blsiiin«"Tha 
ltd«r of (Il« Waten." It U |>n>D(HiuoM O-nl-dn-Bfta-ra. 
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then was one of the deputation who came on to Wadi- 
ingtoii City, where Johustou saw him in 1797. He 
afterward ruse to the rank of chief among the Shaw- 
neeSy but having an incurable propensity to rum and 
thieving, he was degraded from his rank, and removed, 
with a biand of his countrymen, to the country west of 
the Mississippi. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

IN the year 1791, while the Indians iFere yet trouble- 
S»me, e^prciiilty on llie banks of the Ohio, CaptAUt 
^'iLUAH HiruBKi.L, who hud previously emigrated to 
Kfntucky fioni (he Stale of Vermont, and who, after 
having fixed his funiily in the neigliiwrliood of Fran k- 
fbrl. tlivii a frontier seMlfnieiit, hud been compelled to 
go to ihe eastward ou business, was a eecond time ou hia 
way to this couniry. On one of the tributary streaniB 
of the river Monoiigahehi, he procured a ftat-bottomed 
b-iAt. and eiiibarki->l, in conipiuiy uilU Mr. Daniel Light 
«id Mr. XVilhitm Plascut aiid his fiimily, consisting of 
a wife Mid ^■{ht children, destined for I^imestone, Ken- 
tucky. On their progress down (he river Ohio, and 
soon after passing Pittsburgh, they saw evident tr&cei 
of Indians along the banks, and there is every reason ta I 
believe that a boat wliich they overtook, and whictt J 
tlirough carelessness was FutTered to riiu aground on an 
I island, heoamc a prt-y to these merciless savages. 

Though Cuptain itubbell and his party stopped some 
ime fur it in a lower part of ihe river, it did not arrive, 
I and it has never, to their knowledtie, been heard of 
r»re they reached the mouth of the Great Ke- 
I Banha, (hiv hai), by sevcml Eucces?ive additions, in- 
I creused tlieir nnni1>er to twenty, comiisting of nine men, 
I thre« women, and oi^Iit children. The men, besides 
I tliose mentioned above, were one John Stoner. an Irish- 
I man and a Dutchman whoso names are not recollected, 
I tAinnra. Ray and Tucker, and a Mr. Kilpatrick, whoea 
I two daughters abo were of the party. Information re- 
I ceived at Gallijiolis confirmed the exj>ectation which ap- 
I pearanre^i previously raised, of a serious conflict with a 
I Urge body of Indiaos, and, aa Captain Uubbell bad 
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been regularly appointed commander of the boat, every 
possible preparation was made for a formidable and suc- 
cessful resbtance of tlie anticipated attack. 

The nine men were divided mto three watches for the 
night, which were alternately to continue awake and be 
on the lookout for two hours at a time. The anus 
on boardy which consisted principally of old muskets 
much out of onler, were collected, loaded, and put iu 
the best possible condition for service. At about sunset 
on that day (the tweuty-third day of March, 1791), our 
party overtook a fleet of six boats descending the river 
in company, and intended to have continued with them ; 
but, as their pn&^c'ngers seemed to be more disposed to 
dancing than figliting, and as, soon afker dark, notwith- 
Btanding the remon^tranced of Ca|>tain Hubbell, they 
commenced fiddling and dancing instead of preparing 
their arms and taking the necessary rest preparatory to 
battle, it was wisely considered more hazardous to be in 
such company than to he alone. 

It was therefore determined to proceed rapidly for- 
ward by aid of the oars, and to leave those thoughtless 
fellow-travelers behind. One of the boats, however, be- 
longing t<) the fleet, commanded by a Captiin Great- 
house, adopte<l the s^ame plan, and for awhile kept up 
with Captain Hubbell ; but, all it-? crew at length fall- 
ing asleep, that boat also ceaseil to he pn)pelled hy the 
oan?, and Captain Hubbell and hi;^ |>arty proceeiled 
steadily forward alone. Early in the night a canoe was 
dimly seen floating down the river, in whii-h were prob- 
ably ImJiims reconnoitering, and other evident indica- 
tion:5 were observed of the neigh horhotxl and hostile in- 
tentions of a formidable party of sjivages. 

It was now agreed that should the attack, as was 
probable, be deferred till morning, every man should he 
up before the dawn, in oi*der to make as gnat a show as 
possible of numbers and of strength ; and that, whenever 
the action should take place, the women and children 
should lie down on the cahin floor, and be protected as 
well as they could by the trunks and ether baggage 
which might be placed around them. In this perilous 
situation they continued during the night, and the cap- 
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Ktain, who hnd not clept more than nne hour since he left* 
Tittshiirgli. was Xov dtejjlv imprc.-h^eil willi the imminent 
Uiiiger vrhidi Rurrounded him lo ohtuin any rest al that 

t a» daylight h«gan to nppcor in the east, snd be- 
Ibro the men nrre up and iit tlieir posts agreeably (u ar- 
rient, a voice at Mime dipiance belnw tbem in a 
piniiitive t»ne repeatedly eolicited tlieni to c«nie oa 
', Kd there weie mme nhite pei^otia who nii^hed lo 
n a passage in their bust. Tliis the captain vety 
taturally and correitly concluded to be an Indian arti- 
llc«, and ii8 only efTett was tu rou^e the men and place 
ivery one on his guard. The voice of entreaty waseoon 
ihnnged into the language of indignation and insult, 
ind the w)uiid of ilisiant paddles announced the ap- 
^ri'ftch of the Mivage foe. At Icngih three Indian ca- 
noes nei« Been [hruiigh the mist of the morning nipidly 
-iiig. Wi[h the utmost cooliifss the captnin and 
Bilis eumpiinions prepared lo receive Ihem. The chain, 
' ' ' , iin'l oiher iixumbrances were thrown into tba 
in Older lo clear the dt-ck for action. 
Every man tiH.k liis |«i§iiion, and was ordered nnt to 
fire till the sava^eM had appmaclii'd so near that (lo use 
die words of Caj'tiiin Hublwll) "ihe flash from the 
guns might .-inge iheir eyebrows," and a special oiuiJoa 
was givfU that the men should fire successively, so that 
there might be no inierval. On the arrival of the car< , 
MOi'-s, th«y were found lo contain about twenty-five 
Uiirty Indians t^uch. As simn as they had approached ' 
within the ri-acb of mu»kel-shot, a general fiie vm* giwn 
fnim one of them, which wonndid Mr. Tucker through 
the hip so severely that his leg hung only by the f^esh, 
and tihot Mr. Light jti^t helow the ribs. The three ca- 
hBoes placed thcmseKes at the bow, stern, and on the 
IJght side of Uie hoiit. so that they had an opportunity 
f raking in every direiiinn. The fire now oommenccd 
riiiit tl>e hoai. anil had n potvert'ol ei!ect in checking the 
r confidence and fury of tlie Indiims. 

The cuiitain, after tiring his own gnn, took up thotj 
^ :Df one of the wounded men, raised it to his shoulder^ j 
Uid was about lo discharge it, when a ball ca 
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took away the lock. He coolly turned round, seized a 
brand of fire from the kettle which served for a caboose, 
and, applying it to the pan, discharged the piece with 
effect. A very regular and constant fire was now kept 
up on both sides. The captain was just in the act of 
raisins^ his gun a third time, when a ball passed through 
his ri^ht arm, and for a moment disabled him. Scarcely 
had he recovered from the shock and re acquired the 
use of his hiinil, which had been suddenly draimi up by 
the wound, wh;3n he (>bierve<i tlie Indians in one of the 
canoes ju<»t about to board the boat in its bow, where 
the Ijorses were placed belonging to the party. So near 
had they approached, that some of tliem had actually 
seized with their hands the side of the boat. 

Severely wounded as he was, he caught up a pair of 
horsemen's pistols, and rushed forward to repel the at- 
tempt at boarding. On his approach the Indians fell 
back, and he dischuri^ed a pistol with effect at the fore- 
most man. Aft »r firing the se.ond pistol he found him- 
self without arms, and was comp^dled to rt treat; but, 
stepping back upon a pile of small wood which had been 
prepared for burning in the kettle, the thought htruck 
him that it might he made use of in repelling the foe, 
and he continue I for some time to strike them with it 
so forcibly and actively, that they were unalde to enter 
the boat; and at lengih he wounded one of them so se- 
verely, that with a yell they suddenly gave way. All 
the canoes instantly iliscontinue I the contest, and di- 
rected their cour^fc to Caj)tiiin Greathouse's boat, which 
was then in sight. Here a striking contract was exhilv 
ited to the firnjn.ss and intrepidity wdiich had been dis- 
played. 

Instead of re-isting the attack, the people on board of 
this boat retiretl to the cabin in dismay. The Indians 
entered it without opj)Osition and rowed it to the shore, 
where they instantly killed the captain and a lad of 
about fourteen years of age. The women they placed 
in tlie center of their canoes, and, manning them with 
fresh hand-s, again pursued Captain Hubl)ell and party. 
A melancholy alternative now presented itself to the?e 
brave but almost desponding naen — either to fall a prey 
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the Kivagea themselvea. or to run the risk of shooting 
noiiitfii, who liai) beeD plated in the c&uoes in the 
_ e of difriving proteeiion from their presence. But 
latrtf-jireeervHtiun is liie first law of nature," and the 
ijituiu very justly remiirked there would not be much 
niHiiity in prtservine their lives at such a sacrifice, 
■rely that they might oecome victims of aavage cruelty 
some siibaequent period. 

There weie now but four men left on board of Cap- 
In Hitbbc-ll's boat ca|)able (if defending il, and (he c:\p- 
lin himself wua severely wounded in two places. Tha 
•econil ntlack, however, was resisted with Bliiiost incred- 
ible firmness and vigor. Whenever the Indians would 
rise to fire, their opponents would commonly pve them 
first sliot, which in almwt every instance would 
ive filial. NotwithMaudlng i he disparity of numbers, 
' tin; exhttu-ttd comlition of the delenders of ihe boatt. 
Imlinns at length apiieared to despair of succese, 
the canoes yuei'es.'ively retired to tlie shore. Just 
as ihe la.'<t one was departing. Captain Hubbell called 
to the Indian uho was standing in the ^tem, and, on hia 
turninj; ronnd, discharged his itlice at him. When iha 
smoke, which fur a munient oDsrmcted ihe virion, was 
dis-ipnteil, he wa.'^ seen lying un his back, and appeared 
to 1-e sevcrt-ly, perhnpj mortally, wounded. 

Unfortunately, the bo^t now drifted near to the shorA 

where ihe Indians were lollpctcd, and a large concourse^ 

pnibalily between four and five hundred, were seen rush-' 

ing down on the bank. Ray and Plascut, the only men 

n'maining unhurt, were phici-d at the oiira, and, as tbfl 

boat was not more than Iwenty yards from shore, it waa 

dcemtxl prudent for all to lie clown iu as sare a position 

as possible, and utb-mpt t4> push forward with the Ut- 

Binei nrtictieahlo rapidity. While tliey couiiniied 10 thia 

'Vitiation, nine balls were ?hot into one oar, and ten into 

le other, without wounding the rowers, who were hid- 

>n from view and pnitccted by the fide of the boat and 

blankets in its fteni. During this dreadful expo- 

In the fire of the .'^avagefi. which continued about 

renty rotnuifs, Mr. Kilpatrick obircrved a particular 

'ion, whom he thought a favorable mark for his rifle, 
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• 
and, notwithstanding the solemn warning of Ciptam 
Habbell, rose to shoot him. He immediately received 
a ball in his mouth, which passed out at the hack part 
of his head, and was almost at the same moment shot 
through the heart He fell among the horses that about 
the same time were killed, and presented to his afflict^ 
daughters and fellow-travelers, who were witnesses of 
the awful occurrence, a spectade of honor which we 
nee<l not further attempt to describe. 

The boat was now providentially and suddenly carried 
out into the middle of the stream, and taken by the cur> 
rent beyond tlie reiich of the enemy's balk. Our little 
hmd, reduced as they were in numbers, wounded, a^ 
flicted, and almost exhausted by &tiffue, were still un* 
subdued in spirit, and being assembled in all their 
strength — men, women, and children — with an appear- 
ance of triumph gave tliree hearty cheers, calling to the 
Indians to come on again if they were faxnX of the sport 

Thud ended this awful conflict, in wliich, out of 
nine men, two only escaped unhurt Tucker and 
Kilpntrick were killed on the spot, Stoner was mortally 
wounded and died on his arriviil at Limestone, and 
all the rest, excepting Ray and Plascut, were severely 
wounded. The women and children were all unin- 
jured, excepting a little son of Mr. Plascut, who, after 
the battle was over, Ciime to the captain and with great 
coolness requested him to take a ball out of his head. 
On examination, it appeared that a bullet which had 
pissed through the side of the boat, had penetrated 
the forehead of this little hero, and remaineil under 
the skin. The captain took it out, and the youth, 
observing, ** Tliat is not aU,** raised his arm, and exhib- 
ited a piece of bone at the point of his elbow, which 
had been shot off and hung only by the skin. His 
mother exclaimed, "Why did you'not tell me of thi:*?** 
" Because," he coolly replied, " the captain directed us 
to be silent during the action, and I thought you would 
be likely to make a noi.<e if I told you." 

The boat made the best of its way down the river, 
and the object was to reach Limestone that night. 
The captain's arm had bled profusely, and he was 
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eoftipelletl to close the sleeve of liis coat in order I 
retain tlie blood mid !t(.>p its etfuaixn. In tliis sItimt'O 
tormented by excnuiatiiig |iiiin and faint llirough l 
of blooit, he was under tlie iietessity of rteerin): ibe 
boat wiih his lelL arm, till about ten o'cloik tliat iii)>ht, 
when he was relieved by Mr. William Bn>uks. who 
resided nn the bank of the river, and who was induced 
by the calU of the Bufferint! parly to come out to (heir 
assisttinci;. By hi^ aid and tliiit ol'i^onie other perrons 
who were in the Nime niuuner brought to their relief, 
they wtre enabk-d to reach Liiuestoue about twelve 
o'clock thai night. 

Immediaiely on tlie arrival of Mr. Brooks. Cnptnin 
Hubbell. relieve.1 fn.nt labi.r and re»p<mi>ibility, tuiik 
under the weiglit of imin and fiitigne, and became for 
a while totally insensihle. When the hout reached 
Linieetone, hu found himself unable to wnlk, tind was 
obliged to he carriid up to thc! t«vim. Here he hud 
his uouiid dressed ami cimiinucd sevenil day.', until he 
acquired sufficii-nt *trenjrth to proceed hoint- wnrd. 

On the arrival of our party ai Liniff'tnne, they found 
a coufiderable force of arm'd m^n, alx>ui lo mnrch 

:unHt the same Indians fiom who:« attacks ihry had 
pcTcrely »irflered. They now leiirncd that, the 
lunday preceding, the same party of Kavaires had cut 
off a delHchnient of men a»cetiditip the Ohio from Fi^rt 
Wasldngton. at the month of Licking River, and had 
killed with their tomahawks, without filing a gun, 
twenty-one out of twenty-lwo men, of which the de- 
^tachmeut consisted. 

Crowds of peo|>le, as might Iw expected, came td 

itiiees tlio boat which had been the scene of k ' 

and >-uch horrid carnage, and to v't 

■Inle little band by whom it hud been so gallantly 

d per'everingly ilet'cnded. On exnmimttitm, it was 
il that the sides of the boat were lilernlly filled 
rith bullets and with bullet boles. There wus scarcely 
a space of two feel Munre in (he|Mirt above water, whiol 
hud not eithf^r a b;in rematiiin); in it or a hole througl 
which a ball had piisscd. 8<iroe persons, who had t 
curiositjr to count the number of holes in the blnnkot 
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which were hung up as curtoins in the stem of the 
boat, affirmed that in the space of five feet square 
there were one hundred and twenty-two. Four hurses 
out of five were killed, and the escape of the fiilfa 
amidst such a shower of balls appears almost miracu- 
lous. 

The day after the arrival of Captain Hubbell and 
his comjianions, the five remaining bfiats, which they 
had passed on the night preceding the battle, reached 
Limestone. Those on board remarked, that durinsp 
the action they distinctly saw the flashes, but could 
not hear the reports of the guns. The Indians, it 
ap|)ears, had met with too formidable a resistance from 
a single boat to attack a fleet, and suficrpd them to 
pass unmolest^; and since that tame, it is bei»eved 
that no boat has been assailed by Indians on tlie Ohio. 

The force which marched out to disperse this for- 
midable body of savages, discovered several Indians 
dead ou tiie shore near the scene of action. They also 
found the bodies of Captain Greathouse and several 
others, men, women, and children, who had been on 
board of his boat Most of them appeared to have been 
whipped to death, as they were found stripped, tied to 
trees, and marked with the appearance of lashes, and 
large rods which seemed to have been worn with use 
were observed lying near them. 




CHAPTER XII. 

JERETOFORE our nnrrwtive lias cliipny been coa-1 

. filled t(i the adventures of individuuU, ur, nl imi^t, 

J llie irregular /oraj« of jndei)eii(le»t volunteers. Wo 

nine now, liuwt-ver, to event* ujwlj a Iiirge scale, and 

> a detail or iiiuionnl, iK)t buiividual cff " ' 

tDierinjr, however, U|iod fucli a brief nolice as ( 

■ nits wili permit, of the events of the Nnrth-wee 

tiipaigi), it will l>e neiecNiry tii |>i'eii>i: 

' VRtinn- upon ihe cuu.-ec i.f tlie luiig-cuntiiiutd war 

' to which the ^\ esicrii State* wnre DX|io»>eil, while thii»e 

Upon the borders of ilie Atlantic injoj'ed all the 

b(rMiM};s of pcaie. 

At the gciienil pflcificntinn of 1783, there wera 
federal i-tiptilations ti[iiiii both sidis, which were not 
complied with, Orvat Britiiin had agreed, an Fpeidily 
vm poi-ilili', to evaiuiile nil ihe North we.-tern posis 
which lay within t!ie hooniiiiriea of the Uint.d i^Lilesf 
while, on ihe oiher hand, Uongre-a bad ^llpulnlt^d t 
no Ugal impediments should be thrown in the way, i. 

» tinier ^l prevent the collection of debts due to Britidj 
nirrchaiits before the declanilioii of war. Larue i 
portntions had been made by AtnericHti mercliatita 
Upon crrdit. in 1773 and 1774; and as all civil inti 
Bourse between the two countries bad teased utilil I 
tetnrn of pi'me, the British creditors were unable to 
tidlcct th>ir debts. UiK)n llie Unal ratificaiion of the 
Ireiity, they natundly became desirous of recovering 
; their proiK-rty, while their debtors as naturally wei 
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I under the old confedci'aliou, was much more prolific I] 
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''Resolutions," or rather '• Becommeiidations," than 
acts. The States might or might not coraplj with 
them, as suited their convenience. Acoordingly, when 
G)iigre88 recommended the payment of all debti to the 
State Legislatures, the Legislatures determined that it 
was inex|>edient to comply. The Briti^ih creditor com- 
pLiint^ to his Government; the Government remon* 
strated with Congress upon so fla;^nint a breach of one 
of the articles of pacifi>»ition ; Congress appealed to the 
Legislatures ; the L^islatures were deaf and obstinate^ 
and there the matter rested. When the question was 
agitated as to the evacuation of the posts, the British, 
in turn, became refractory, and determined to hold them 
until the acts of the State Legislatures, preventing the 
l^al collection of debts, were repealed. Many remoor 
Btrances were exchanged, but all to no purpose. 

In the meantime, the Indiana were supplied, as usnal, 
by the British agents, and if not oi)eiilv encouraged, 
Wt3re un<loubtedly secretly countenanced, in their re- 
peated depi*edatioiis up=»n the frontier inhabitants. 
The^e, at Ieivj:th, hecaiue so serious, as to demand the 
notice of Government. Accordingly, in the autumn of 
1790, G;*neral Hurmer was detached at the head of 
three hundred rv?gular troops, and more than one thou- 
sand militia, with orders to march upon their towns bor- 
dering upon the lakes, an I infliet upon them such sig- 
nal chastisement as should deter them from future <lep- 
reilations. On the twentieth of September, the various 
troops de<iigned f)r the expcniition rendezvousetl at 
Fort Washin^tim, now Cincinnati, and on the following 
day conimenceti their march to the Miami viUages. 
The Country was rough, swampy, and in many places 
alin<»st impassable, so that seventeen davs were con- 
sumed bef*»re the main bodv could come within striking 
distance of the enemy. In the meantime, the great 
scarcity of provisions rendered it ntH5e<sary for th** gen- 
end to sweep the forest with numerous small deuich- 
ments, and as tlie woods swarmed with roving bands of 
Indians, mo>t of these parties were cut off. 

At length, tlie main body, considerably reduced by 
this petty warfare, came witliin a few miles of their 
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I towns. Here t.lie gieneral ordered Cnptaia AmiEtrong, 
I at tlie head of thirty regulurs, and Colonel Hnrdin, of 
Keniucky, whh uue litindred and fifty militia, to advance 
Bnd reconnoiter. lu tlie execution of tliis order they 
suddenly found thenieelves Id the presence of a auperior 
miinber of Indians, nlio suddenly arose from the bushes 
and Ofcncd a heavy fire upon them. The militia ia- 
stantly gave way ; while tlte regulars, accustomed to 
more orderly movements, atteiDpied a regular retreat. 
ThetmMny ruahtKl ujion them, tnmahawk in hand, and 
eonipletvly surroundeil them. The regulars attemi>ted 
to open a pasiiagt! with the bayonet, but in vnin. They 
were all destroyed, with the exception of their captaiu 
and one lieutenant. 

Captain Armstrong was remarkably Ktout and active, 

f and succeeded in bryjikiiig through the enemy's line, 

I although not nilhout ret-eiving i^everal wvere wounds. 

I f iDdiiie; himself hiird pressed, he plunged inlo a deep 

I and miiy snamp, where ha lay cuiicealed during ih^ 

I whole night, uiihin tt^o hundred yards of the Indii 

I cnmp, and witnessed the dances and joyous festivH 

I with which thev «lebrated their victory. Tlie lieul 

■ ant (Hnrtjhorn^ escaped by nccidentally stumbliiiK 

lalngandfallin^iiitoapit, where he lay concealed by the 

I'lank gmsB which grew around him. The Iocs of the 

I militia was very trifling. Notwlihstaiiding this severe 

I ehtvk, Hnrmer advanced with the main body upon their 

I Tillages, which he found deserted and in fiames, the 

Indians having fired them with their own hands. Here 

be found several hundred acres of corft, which was com- 

nletelv deetruyecl. He th^n advanced unon the adjoui* 

iii^ villfwes, which he found deserted ana burned ae the 

first hadlieen. Having destroyed all the com which he 

fiiund, the army commenced ils retreat from the Indian 

country, supposing the enemy sufficiently intimidated. 

Af\er marching about ten milee on the homeward 
rout«. General Harmer received infomintinn which iu- 
, duced him to suppose that a body of Indians had re- 
turned and taken possession of the village which he had 
■ " " "e detached, therefore, ' ' ' ' 
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of his militia, under Giilond Hardiiiy with orden to re- 
tam to the village and destroy such of the enemj as 
presented themselves. The detachment acoonJinfflj 
countermarched and proceeded, "with all poesible dis* 
patch, to the appointed spot, fearful only that the enemj 
might hear of their movemeut and escape before they 
comd come up. The militia, in loose order, took tlie 
advance; the regulars, moving in a hollow square, 
brought up the rear. Upon the plain in front of the 
town, a number of Indians were seen, between whom 
and the militia a sharp action commenced. After a 
Ibw rounds, with cons^iderable effect upoti both sides, the 
savages fled in disorder, and were eagerly and impetu- 
ously pursued by the militia, who, in the ardor of tiie 
chase, were drawn into the woods to a considerable dis- 
tance from the regulars. 

Suddenly, from the opposite Quarter several hundred 
Indians app.^ared, rushing with loud yells upim the un- 
supporteii r^iilars. Major Wyllys, who was a brave 
and experienced officer, formed his men in a square, 
and endeavored to gain a more favorable spot of ground, 
but was prevented by the dei^perate impetuosity with 
which the enemy as:>ailed him. Unchecked by the 
murderous fire wnich was poured upon them from tlie 
difi**rent sides of the square, they rushed in masses up 
to the points of the bayonets, hurled their tomahawks 
with fatal accuracy, and putting aside the bayonets 
with their hands, or clo^^ging them with their Ixniics 
they were quickly mingled with the tro»ps, and handled 
their loni; knives with destructive efilict In two min- 
utes the bloody struggle was over. Major Wyllvs fell, 
together with seventy-three privates and one lieutenant 
One captain, one ensign, and seven privates — three of 
whom were wounded — were the sole survivors of this 
short but desperate encounter. 

The Indian loss was nearly equal, as they sustained 
several heavy fires which the clo^'Cness of their masses 
rendered very destructive, and as they rushed upon the 
bayonets of the troops with tlie most astonishing disre- 
gard to their own safety. Their object was to over- 
whelm the regulars before the militia could return to 




I 
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their support, and it was nv boldly executed as it Imd been 
fini-ly conceived. In a short time the raililia returned 
from ttie pursuit of the flying psrty, tvliich had decoyed 
them to a dielBnce; but it was now tuu lute to retrieve 
the furtune of the day. AAer anme pharp fkiriutfhing, 
they effected their retreat to the main body, with ihe 
lues of one bundred and eight killed atid twenty-eight 
wounded. This dreadful sltiuglitt^r ho reduceil the 
aiivngtli and apirils of Hnrmer's army that he «:is happy 
in being permitted lo retreat unmolested, having hitalty 
ikilvd iQ accnnipliflliing the objects of the e^iieilitiun, 
«nd by obetinutety persevering in the ruinous plan of 
kfting iu detachments, having thrown awtiy tlie lives of 
mure than half of his regular force. Tlii-i nbonive ex< 
pedition F^erved only to encourage the enemy and to give 
additional rancor to their inciiraiona. 

Before detailing the important events which followed, 
liowex'er. we shall pause for a few moments lo dnell 
apoD the Bin^nlur adventure of an individual who aU 
twded Harmer in his expeiliti-m. Jackson Johoknet 
«u bom in C'-onneciicutiu M»y, 1774. His father was 
a farmer, and managed, upon n very fmnll an<i by no 
meiuiH fertile farm, to bring up a hir^e family with credit 
itnd decency. Jackson, Ihe eldest son, at the sge of 
Bizteen, became desirous of engaging in some businexa 
'upon his own fuconnt; and, us his father could ^ell 
kparo his labor upon the tunn, he look leave of his 
pimily in the spring of 1790, and emiiarked on board 
^l^a consting schooner f^r Boston. Having arrivt.-d in 
tliii large city, and for the fir«t time in his life liudiug 
tiimaelf without friends, money, or employment of miy 
kind, ho hegan to entertain some unco in fori able ap|ire- 
bensions of want. A(^r wandering ihruugh ihe stieeia 
ibr several days with a very disconsolaie air, he wa-n at 
length Bccosreil by a dexterous recruiting officer, who, 
Beenig him to be a perfect greenhorn, determined to en- 
list him if he could. 

A<'COxtiug him with great frankness, he soon becnmo 
acquainted with his real condition, and after EOme pre- 
liminary observations up<>n the gayety, rci klessne-e, und 
hapiiiiieBa of a soldier's life, be ])roposed that be ' ' ^ 
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enlist in his company and march out to the Wert, aasar- 
ing him that if he wass active and diligent he would 
make an immense fortune in one year. Jackson at first 
sliruiik from the idea of *' enlisting;" but his imaginar 
ti.)ii bdsame gradually heated at the glowing description 
of the fertility of the Western country, and the fiicility 
with which land could be acquired to any extent by a 
successful soldier. He finally promised him a sergeant's 
commisaitm on the spot, and held out to him the proe- 
pjct of a lieutenancy in ciise of good behayior. JadL- 
Btin at length yielded to the eloquence of this mo«iem 
Kite, and in a few days found himself on the road to 
Pittsburgh, and highly charmed with his martial ap- 
pearance when arrayed in the uniform of his corps* 

Embarking on board of a fiat-boat at Pittsburgh, he 
defended the Ohio as fiir as Fort Washington (Cincia- 
nati), where he found his raiment preparing to accom- 
pany Harmer. A few days atler his arrival, the march 
cotnmeiiced. Here he, for the first time, awoke from 
the pleasant dream in which he had indulged. He had 
thought that war was a succession of battles and tri- 
ump!i-<, leading naturally to wealth and glory. Splen- 
did uuiforms, gay music, waving plumes, and showy 
parades had floated in splendid confusion before his 
fancy, until the march commenced. He now found Uiat 
war was made up of dreadful fatigue, constant expos- 
ure to all weather, hard words and harvler blows from 
his superiors, and the whole crowned by the constant 
gn iwings of hunger without the means of satisfying it 

On the tenth day of their march (having been pro- 
moted to the rank of sergeant), he was detached upon 
an exploring expedition, at the head of ten regular sol- 
diers. Bein>c all equally ignorant of Indian warfare, 
th(^y were quickly decoyed into an ambuscade and made 
prisoners by a party of Kickapoo Indians. Having 
been bound and secured in the usual manner, they were 
driven before their captors like a herd of bullocks, 
and, with scarcely a morsel of focvi, were forced t<> make 
the most exhaustive marches in the direction of the 
Kickapoo village. On the second day, George Aikins. 
one of his companions, a native of Ireland, was unatila 
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to endure hia niiflerinE"' any longer, and sunt under his 
pnck in tlie middle of the [uith. They insiantly Eciil|>e<l 
bim as he luy, and, slri|>ping him nuked, pricked hiia 
L vitli iheir knives in thti most sensitive jiuris ofthn b ' 
I Uuiil ihey hiid tiroused him tu a uouf^ciou^ni^M vf liiit 
I aaiioii, when they turtund tiim tu deuth in the t 
( nanncr. 

The mnrch tlieii recommenced, and the wretched ] 
rprisuneni, faint and lamislied aa iliey were, wire m 
Lflhocked at the lute of lUeir com^ianinn. that tliej' him 
Vvp lor fight days under all their (niHerin^rs. On ihl 
iBinih, liQWever, they reached a naa\\ vdliipe, wlien 
lerowda of both cexes came out to meet tliem, ^^itbJ 
Kilirtehs and yells which filltd tliem witli terror. 
IHera tliey were coni|ielled, as usnal, to run tli 
Ignunilet, and aa thi-y were mmh worn down by hun- 
Kger and tntijjue, four of the piirty, \k : Durgee, For- 
Itytlie, I)eloy, and Bmton, »ll of New Engliind, were 
Imiable 10 nach the coumil-lioiisc, but fainted in the 
K'Biidol of the eonr-e. The boys and rquaws instantly 
ilt-]l up»n them, and put ihem to dralli by torture. 
I Here they renndiied in cltiae ciiufinenieut, and npoa 
knrir scanty diet, for several days in ihe course of - ■ 
Iwlik-h the news of Harnier'a de enl arrivtd. Pilis (d^.l 
■Malpa. together with citntecna, Mi«hee. military hat^ F 
c, were broni^ht into ihe villn(:e, and eeveial whiter I 
iim<-ii and children wer« taken through the town on ~ 
B'llieir way to the villagea tiirdiei- weet. At the f 
Ktiine, four more of his roinnnni<-ns wire leil off to the ' 
■wett'Tn villatce", and never neard of afU-rwtird. 
Mlf and a rorpoval, nainrd Snckville, were ii 
miy survivors. They remained in elose confi 
Ftiro weeks l-in[;er. Their rations were bniely siiffii lent 
to eustain life, and upon the receipt of any unpleaHint 
iutelli^nce. they nere tak' n out, whipped severely^ 
aud coin]ielled to run ihe guuniW, 

At length, on the I'ournetilh nijiht of tlielr ronfi[ie-> } 
ment, ihpv dibrmined to tiinke an effort to eeca{>e> 
Sitckville liad (■•inreiilti'l a sJiarp penknife in a secret] 
pocket, which Ihe Indians hud been unable to dl-i 
ere guarded by fuur warriors and one ol 
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of seventy, whose temper was as crooked as her pmon. 
The prisoners having oeen sFOeurely bound, the warriors 
lay oown about midnight to sleep, ordering the old 
squaw to sit up during the re^t of the night. Their 
ffuns stood in the comer of the hut, and their toma- 
hawks, as usual, were attaclied to their tides. Their 
hi>pe^ of escape were founded upon the pmbahilitj of 
eluding the vigilance of the hag, cutting their oirds, 
an«l either avoiding or destroying their guard. The 
snoring of the warriors quickly announceil them asleep, 
and die old xquaw hung in a dr«>wsy attitude over the 
fire. S ickville cautiously cut his own cords, and aAer 
a fi^w minutes delay, succeeded in performing the same 
offi « tor Jackion. 

But their work was scarcely b^un yet It was ab- 
solutely neceS'Miry that the old squaw should fall asleep, 
or be silenced in some other way, l)eibre they could either 
leave tlie hut, or attack the sleeping warriors*. They 
waited impitiently for half an hour, but perceiving 
that, although occasionally dozing, she wonld rouse 
herself at short intervals, and regard them suspieionsly, 
they exchanged looks of intelli<rence (being afinid even 
to whisper), and prepared for the decisive effort 
Jacki^n snddenly spi*an^ up as silently as possible, and 
grasping the old woman by the throat, drew her head 
back with violence, when Sackville, who had watched 
his movements atte.itivelv, instantlv cut her throat 
from ear to ear. A short gu rifling moan was the only 
sound which escaped her, as the violence with which 
Jackson grasped her throat effectually prevented her 
speaking. 

The sleepers were not awakened, although they ap- 
peared somewhat disturbed at the noi<e; and the two 
adventurers, seizing each a rifle, struck at the same 
moment with such fury as to disable two of their 
enemies. The other two instantly sprang to their feet, 
but before they could draw their tomahawks, or give 
the alarm, they were prostrated by the blows of the 
white men, who attacked them at the moment that 
they had gained their feet. Their enemies, althou;;h 
stunned, were not yet dead. They drew their toma- 




havrks from tlieir sklea, tlierpfore, and striking each 
Imliaa reinaiedly upon the liuid, ['oni|>leted the »ork 
by pk-rciiig the lirurt o!' euch with liis uwu gcalpiiig 
kiiiie. Selecting tuo riflea tViim the corner, togetlier 
witli tlieir usuul appendtiges, and talcing bucIi pruvisiuoa 
u ihu liiit alf>rd<-il, tb.-y Utt tlie viltuge as rB|ji(llr 
^H aa piisfiilile. and fervently itivuking the protection of 
^^LbeaVt-n. cnmniilteil tliemselves to the wildiniess. 
^^V Neither of them viete ^ond wnodsnitti, nor were 
^^»«ther of them expert hunter?. Thi-y atiempted a 
^^kouth-ra-t«m coutw, iiowever, as nearly as thev could 
^^UiciT^ain it, but were much eniharas^erl by the fre- 
^^Vbui-iit recurrence of impfL'saMe bogs, which compelled 
^■tnem to chiinge their coLirae, and greaily rttarded 
I their pmgiess. Knowing tliat the piireuit would b« 

keen and perwvcring, ihcy res<irted to every method 
of baffling iheir enemies. They waited down many 
etrenma. and occasionally surmounted roiky precipices, 
which, under othtr ciicunislnnos, nothing conid liave 
induced ihem to atiempt. Their puflerings from hun- 
ger were exce9i«ive, as thpy woi-e so indifTireiilly skilled 
in hunting n:^ to be uuuble to kill a sutKiient qnatiti^B 
of (mmo. aliboiijrli the woods ahoumled with dLSi 
beiU'cr, and huHblo. 
Oji the fourth day, about ten o'clock, A. _ 

I enme lo a finu spi-ing, whi-re they halted and ileter- 
mined to prepare their bretikfiist. B<f<ire kindling h 
however, Sackville, eiiher upon some vagne 
buxpicion of the proximity of an entmy, or Irom K)me 
Ibther cause, thought priiper to n«eend an ailjoining 
pillock and rpcimnoiter tlie ground around the .-pring. 
mennurn vf:\» ever m^re prnvidrnliul. Jnckt^on 
senlly hehcM him relnminif cautiously and silently 
t^priug, and lieing satisfied from his manner that 
langer wiia at hand, he hchl his rifle in readiness for 
iction at a moment's warning. 8iickville presently 
"'rejoined him with a countenunce in which anxiety and 
ro-olu'ion wens strikingly blended. Jackson eagerly 
inquired tho uinsi' of hia alarm. Hie cwmpauion, in a 
low voice, repli"! that they were within one hundred 
r jards of four Indian warrjors, who were reposiug upOBB 
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the bank of the little rivulet on the other side of the 
hillock ; that they were about kindling a fire in order 
to prepare their breakfast, and that two white men lay 
bound hand and foot within twenty feet of them. 

He added that they were evidently prisoners, exposed 
to the same dreadful fate which they liad just esca|>ed ; 
and concluded by declaring that, if Jackson would 
stand by him faitli fully, he was determined to rescue 
them or perish in the attempt. Jackson gave him his 
hand ana expressed his readiness to accompany him. 
Sackville then looked carefully to the priming of his 
gun, loo;3ened his knife in the sheath, and desired Jack- 
son to follow him, without making the slighted noise. 

They, accordingly, moved in a stooping posture up a 
small and bushy ravine, which conducted them to the 
top of the gentle hill. Wiien near the summit, they 
threw themselves flat upon the ground, and crawled 
into a thick cluster of whortleberry bu:$hes, from which 
they had a fair view of the enemy. The Indians had 
not changed their position, but one of the white men 
was sitting up, and displayed the countenance of a 
young man, apparently about twenty-five, pale, haggard, 
and exhaust-ed. Two Indians, with uplifted toma- 
hawks, sat within three feet of him. One lay at full 
length upon the ground, while the remaining one was 
in the act of lighting a fire. 

Sackville cocked his gun, and in a low voice directed 
Jackson to fire at one of the guards, who, from the 
quantity of beads and silver about his head, appeared 
to be a chief, while he selected the other guard for a 
mark. Each presented at the same moment, took a 
steady aim, and fired. Both Indians fell — the chief 
shot dead, the other mortally wounded. The other 
two Indians squatted in the grass like terrified par- 
tritlges when the hawk hovers over them, and lay still 
and motionless. Sackville and Jackson reloaded their 
guns as rapidly as possible, and shifted their position 
a few paces in order to obtain a better view of the 
enemy. In the meantime, the two Indians cautiously 
elevated their heads above the grass, and glanced 
rapidly around in order to observe from what quarter 
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Ltb« fatal shots were diechivrgeil. Tbc thin wreailia oC^ 
I Bmuke \rliii-li ciirlo<) above ilie bu?he(> where uur adrl 
L ventuivra lay, bi'trnytj thi-ir hiUing-plHce to the enemf. | 
f Before they could liike odvautage of it, however, thcf 1 
L'Vere ready to 6re again, and ihia set'oiid volley pronaj 
J fiitftl to oue ol'.tiieir eiiemies, who lay without muiioi . 
[-but tho other wm uiily sligliily wounded, nnd endeav 
I ored to rcftch the bualiea u^>vu the opposite side of 
[ the brook. 

SackviUenod Jackson now sprang to their fttct, nnd 

rushed upon him, liut the despenite savage shot Facfc- 

ville through the heart, as he advanced, and flourished 

his tomahawk so meuacingly at Jackson, tlmt he was 

compelled to pause and reload his gun. I'lie ravage 

seized this op[>ortunily to gmsp the tuo rifles belungiag^ 

[ to the Indians who had been first killed, and Jntkaoafl 

I in consequence, was compelled to retreiit b> tho friendl^I 

I ebclier of the bu:«hes, u-iiich he had too hastily shan- 

[ dxneil. At this in^tniit, the tno prisoncrB, harin^ burst 

I tlie cordi which confinetl ihrm. sprang to their feet nnd 

I ran toward the buthes for prnteetion. Bclbrc they 

I could reach thero, however, the Indian dbot one dead, 

I and firrd his luet gun at the other, but without eflVct. 

I Jack son having londi-d ngiiin, fired upon their dettjurnte 

r feuemy and wounded hiui in the ueck. from whurh he 

I could SCO the bloiid spouting in a stream. Nothing 

I daunted, the Indian rapidly reloaded hie gun and again 

I fired without cffi-.l. 

The prisoner wlio hud escaped now seiiefl Saekville'a 
euD, and he nnd Johonnei, having reloaded, once more 
left the hushes nnd advuiiced upou their wounded 
enemy. The suvnge, although mueh exhnusie<l fV»m 
loss of blood, sut uu at tlitir approach, aud, flourishing 
• tomahawk in e^ch baud, Mimeil at least determined 
k to die game. Jolumnet wua anxious to take him alive, 
['but waa i>revenie<l by his companion, nho, leveling his 

fun as ne advaucnl, thot his adversary through the 
rad, and thus put an end to the oufliet. It was ■ 
T melancholy victory to the survivors. Johoutiet had h 
f hi* gallant comnwli-, nnd the rescued white man had t 
' lament tlio death of his fellow captive. The la«t Indiai 
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had certainly inflicted a heavy penalty iipon his ene- 
mies, and died amply revenged. The rescued priauner 
proved to be George Sextun, of Newport, Bhode laland, 
a private in Harmei^s army. 

Fortunately for Jolionnet, his new comrade was an 
excellent wo«Klsman, and very readily informed his de- 
liverer of their present situation, and of the proper 
course to steer. He said, that in company with tliree 
others, he had been taken by a party of Walutoh Indians, 
in the neighborho<id of Foi-t «lefiersoii ; that two of his 
comrades, having sunk under their sufferings, had been 
tomahawkeil and scalped upon the spot; that himself 
and his dead companion liad been in hourly expectation 
of a similar fate; and concluded with the warmest ex- 

E regions of gratitude ibr the gallantry with which he 
a«l been rciCueJ, So lively, indeed, was his sense of 
obligation, that he would not permit Jackson to carry 
his (»wn ba<7gage, nor would he suffer him to watch more 
than thre3 hoiirs in the twenty-four. On the following 
day tiu^y fortunately fell in with a small detachment 
from Fort Jefferson, by which they were safely con- 
ducted to the fort. Here Jackson remained until sum- 
moned to attend St. Clair in his disa<tn)us expedition 
ag:iiust the same Miami villages, where he had lately 
suffered so much. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



I TX/E DOW come to one of the heaviest <iisa8ter9 which 
VV occura in tlie annals of Indian wurf'are. Tl>e fail- 
are of Hariner made » deep im)ire«6ion npon the Amer- 
ican nation, and was followed by a loud demand lor a 
greater furw, under the commnnd of a more ex[)erienced 
eeoenil. General Abtiiuk St. Clair wa«. at that 
ume. Governor of the North-western Territ-iry, and had 
A claim to the loininaod of suih forces as cliould be 
niployed wilhin his own liniite. Thi» genileraau had 
Mnilornily ranked high as an oSieer of coura;:e and 
~ tatriotii^in, but had hien niure uniiormly unrortunata 
n any other offiier in the Aineman Rcrtice. He had 
mmaijciiKl at TitMndeioga, in the ejirinj; of 1777, and 
nducted one of the ni'-et disB-'troiis retreat- which 
{Sct-urred duririi^ liie Kevolutiimary War. Notwithi'tiind- 
iut; bis rejteiileil niiffortnne^, he still cununandid tlifi 
PBrpei't of his bmther otficiT-, and the undiminished , 
tonfidenco of Wa.thlngluu. He was now selected as th« J 
person mo^t capable of restoring tlie American afiidn' 
I the Xortb-weat, and was placed at the head of S - 
BiRgidar force, amounting to mar fifteen hundied men, 
rell furnii'hed tvitli artillery, and was empowered to 
Vinll out such reinforce me nt^ of militia as might bd 
r iiecot>»ary. Cinciunati, as UKnal, was llie plaie of 
I Rndczvoun. 

~ 1 October, 1791, an army was aascmhli-d at that 
place, grestly ruperior, in nuniliers, officers, and equip- 
menrs, tJ) any which ha<l yet npjieared in the ne>t. TIa 
regnlar force was composed of three comiiltte regiments I 
(n infantry, two com[>nnics of artillery, and one tit \ 
-cavalry. The militia, who joined him at Fort Wiiiihing« 
' m, uaounted to upwards of six hundred men, must uf I 
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v»*hom had long been accustomed to Indian warfare. The 
genera] commenced his march, from Cincinnati, on the 

cf October, and, following the route of Harmer, 

arrived at Fort Jefferson without material loss, although 
not without having sustained much inconvenience from 
scarcity of provisions. The Kentucky Rangers, amount- 
ing to upwards of two hundred men, had encountered 
several small parties of Indians, but no serious affair 
had as yet taken place. Shortly after leaving Fort 
Jefferson, one of the militia regiments, with their usual 
di^eg:ir(l to discipline, determined that it was iuexpe- 
dleiit to proceed farther, and, detaching themselves 
i'rom the main body, returned rapidly to tlie f<irt, on 
their wav home. This ill-timed mutiny not only dis- 
couraged the remainder, but convpellt^ the general to 
detach the first regiment in pursuit of them, if not to 
bring them back, at least to prevent them from injur- 
i\v* the stores collei'ted at the fort for the U:>e of the 
army. With the remuinder of the troops, amounting 
in all to about twelve hundred men, he coutiuued his 
marc'h to the great Miami villages. 

On the evening of the third of November he en- 
camped upon a very commanding piece of gn>und, up- 
on the bank of one of the tributaries of the Wabash, 
where he determiuKl to throw up some slight works, 
for the purpose of prot.'Cting their knapsacks and bag- 
gage, having to move upon the Miami villages, sup- 
posed to be within twelve miles, as soon as the first 
regiment should rejoin them. The remainder of the 
evening was employe I in concerting the plan of the 
proposed work witli Major Ferguson of the engineers; 
and when the sentries were posited at night, every thing 
was as quiet as could have been desired. The troops 
were enc:im|)eci in two line^, with an interval of seventy 
yards between them, which was all that the nature of 
the ground would permit. The battalions of Majors 
Butler, Clarke, and Patterson composed the front liner 
the whole under the orders of Major-General Butler, 
an officer of high and merited reputation. The front 
of the line was covered by a creek, its right flank by 
the river, and its left by a strong corps of infantry. 
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Tbo second lino vas eom^mi^cd of the battalions oF 
Klujiirs Guillier nnil Bniinger, and the i^pcnnd rcj;iment 
ladvr the cuinniaixl of Lieuteuiint-Culunel Darke. 
Tkia line, like the nther, was wcurtd upon one fluik by 
the river, and upi>n the other by the cavfiJry and 
pii-kete.* The niifht pot^sed away uithout alarm. The 
MDliiiele were vi^iliiut.l an-l the offiii^rs upon ihe iihrt. 
A few hours l)efoie itny, St. Clair caiired the reveille 
to be )>eateii, and the troops to be paritded under arniH, 
under tlie expeclaiion iliat an attack would prohahly be 
nrnde. In this situation they continue*! until daylight, 
when lUey were dianiisscd lo their tents. Some were 
eiidt-avoriii^ t«> snatch n ftiv niiimtes* steep, oihers were 
preparing for the expicied iDiircli, when suddenly the 
jV|iort of a rifle Wfu heanl from the niiliiia, a few 

' liUndred yaida in Iront. which was quickly followed by 
a sharp, ine^iiilar volley iu the t-anie direction. The 

' drums instantly beat lo ariiii', the uiHcere flew in every 
ilirectlon, and in two niiiiutes the truops were formed in 
order of battle. Presf ntiy the militia rushed into camp, 
ill Ihe utmi*t ili^oidir, closily pursued by s^^alma of 
JndiiuiH, who, in many pliice». were mingled with tbetu, 
anil were cutting them iluwn with their tomahawks. 
Major Bailer's battalion icceivcd the first t'h»(k, and 

1 ma tnrowu into di»>rder by ttie tiimultiinue flight of 
tbt! mil-tin, who in their eagerness lo etcape, bore ihnm 
every thing liefore them. Here Mnjor-Genera] Butler 
had Biuuoued liim»eit*, and here ^t. C'hdr directed his 
attention in onler to remedy ihe confusion which began 
to sprtad rapidly through tiie whole line. The Indium) 
pre»ed forwonl with great audacity, aniLmauy of tliem 
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were mingled with the troops before their progress oonid 
be cliecked. Major-Oeueml Butler was wounded at 
the fir:$t fire, and before his wound could be dressed, 
an Indiau, who had penetrated the ranks of the regi- 
meut, ran up to the spot where he lay and tomahawked 
him bifore nis attendants could interpose. The des- 
perate savage was instantly killed. By great ezertious, 
hitler's bitt:ilii)ii was restored to order, and the heavy 
and sastaine.l fire of the first line compelled the enemy 
to baitse and shelter themselves. 

This interval, however, endured but for a moment 
An invisible but tremendous fire quickly opened upon 
the whole front of the encampment, which rapidly ex- 
tended ti> the rear, and encompassed the troops on both 
sidas. St. Clair, who at that time was worn down by a 
fever, an 1 unable to mount his horse, neverthele^is, as 
U universally admitted, exerted himself with a courage 
and pre^encj of mind worthy of a better fate. He in- 
stantly directed his litter to the right of the rear line, 
where the great weight of fire fell, and where the slauj^h- 
ter, particularly of the officers, was terrible. Here 
Darke commm led, an officer who had been trained to 
hard service during the Revolutionary War, and who 
Wiis no.v gallantly exerting himself to check the conster- 
nation which was evidently beginning to prevail. St. 
Clair ordered him to make a rapid charge with the bay- 
onet, and rouse the enemy from their covert. 

The order wa^ instantly obeyed, and, at first, appar- 
ently with great efiect. Swarms of dusky bodies arose 
from the high grass and fltnl before the regiment, with 
every mark of consternation ; but as the troops were 
unable to overtake them, they quickly recovered their 
courage, and kept up so fatal a retreiiting fire that the 
exhausted regulars were compelled in their turn to give 
way. This charge, however, relieved that particular 
point for some time; but the weight of the fire was trans- 
ferred to the center of the first line, where it threatened 
to annihilate every thing within its range. There, in 
turn, the unfortunate general was borne by his attend- 
ants, anii ordered a second ap{)eal to the bayonet This 
second charge was made with the same impetuosity as 
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at first, and with tlie same mnmentary snoceffi. But 
the Bltnck una fiistimtiy shilled to aiiotlitr point, when 
the sBiiie diargi: was made and tlie Mttne resuU fnllosvvd. 
The Indians wouUI retire before tliem, Estill keeping up 
a most fatal fire, and the contiiientiils were uiufornily 
eonipt-llcd to retire in turn. Ht. Cluir brought up ibo 
artillery, in order to sweep tlie Lushes with grape; but 
the huiscs and urtilterj'men were deslniyed by the terri- 
ble Gre of tlie* piiemy before any rfTi-ct cniild be pro- 
duf.'wl. They were instantly miiinied afresh fioui the 
infantry, and ngain swept of defenders. 

The slaughter had nuw iMcnnie prodigious. Four- 
fifths of the ofiicers and one-half of ihe men nere either 

Ikilledorwonndetl. Thegroiind was covered with bodies, 
Bnd the little ravine which led fothe river waa running 
wilh hUiod. TIte fire of the enemy bad not in the least 
riackened, and the triHips were fnliiitg in heaps heforeit 
in e\'erj- purl of the camp. To have attempted to have 
mainiamed his position Ionizer could only have led to 
tli«i total destru< ti<<n of his fnrce, without the p-ssibility 
of annoying the em my, who never showed thcmj^elvea 
UuleM when charged, and whi<se numbers (to judge frum 
the wti>:ht and extent of the fire) ma-t have greatly ex- 
eee<Ied his own. The men here evidently much dis- 
htiirteni'd; but the officers, who were chiefly veterasi 
of tlie Revolution, still maintained a tirm countenanct^.a 
and exertail themi'dves with unuvailiup heroism to thai 
la>L Under thcBe circnmatanccs. Si. Clair determined" 

I to save the liven of the survivors if posrible, and for 
tliat purpose collected the remnants of Eevernl baltnlioos 
iiiia one corps, at the head vf which he ordered Lieu- 
tenant^ don el Darke to make on impetuous charge up> 
on tlie enemy, in onler t^ open a passage for the remain- 
der of the army. Diirke execoleil his urders with great 
•pirit, and drove the Indiana Iwfure him to the distance 
of a ({iiarter of a mile. The remainder of the army 
instantly rushed thnnigh the o|)ening in order to eain.| 
the road, Major Clarke, with the remnant of his l>st*J 
talion, bringing tip the rear, and endeavoring to keep J 
the Indiana in check. ' 

The retreat soua degenerated into a total rout. 



268 WESTERN ADVESTUBE. 

cere who strove to arrest the panic onl j sacrificed them- 
selves. Clarke, the leader of the rear>guard, soon fell 
in this dangerous service, and his oirps were totally 
disorganized. Officers and soldiers were now mingled 
without the slightest reganl to discipline, and "devil 
take the hindmost" was the order of the dav. The pur- 
suit at first was keen ; hut the temptation aff<irdea by 
the plunder of the camp toon brought them back, and 
the wearied, wounded, and disheartened fugitives were 
permitted to retire from tlie field unmolested. The rout 
continued as far as Fort Jefiers<m, twenty-nine miles 
from the scene of action. The action lasted more than 
three hours, during the whole of which time the fire 
was heavy and incessiint. 

The loss, in proportion to the number engaged, was 
enormous, and is unpamlleled, except in the uflTair of 
Braddock. Sixty-eij^ht officers were killed upon the 
spot, and twenty eight wounded. Out of nine hundred 
privates who went into the action, five hundreii and 
nfty were left de.id upon the fieli, and many of the 
survivors were wounded. General St. Clair was un- 
t)uclie(l, although eight balls passed through his hat 
and clothes, and sev<.^ral horses were killed under him.* 

The Indian loss was re[)one 1 by themselves at fifty- 
eight killed and wounded, which was probably not un- 
derrated, as they were never visible afier the first at- 
tack until charged with the bayonet. At Fort Jeffer- 
son, the fucritives were joined by the fii-st regiment, 
who, as noticed above, had boon detached in pursuit 
of the deserters. Here a council of war was called, 
which terminated in the unanimous opinion that the 
junction with the first regiment did not justifv an at- 
tempt upon the enemy in the present condition of affiiirs, 
and that the army should return to Fort Washington 
without delay. This was accordingly done; and thus 
closed the second campaign against tlic Indians. 

The unfortunate general Wivs, as usual, assailed from 



* General St. Clair's horses were killed, as well as those of his 
aids. He was placed by a few friends upon an exhausted pack- 
horse that could not be pricked out of a walk, and In this condi- 
tion followed in the rear of the troops. 
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one enil of the country to t!ie otlier— but particularly 
in Kentucky— wi I li one louj nnd mercil'Ss ouiiry of 
aba'e. auil even deieetiiiion. All the mUfortiiiicB of 
his liiij (and they were many and bitter) were broufiht 
op in array against him. He was reproiuhed with 
cowardice, ireapoii, imbecility, and a dis|H)siti<>n to pro- 

■ )ong the war in nrder to preserve that authurity whicii 
it guve him. He wh<< charged with earrilicing the lives 
of his men and the interests of hid conntry to his own 
priviite ambition. Men nho had never fired a rifle, and 
never beheld nn Indinn, crilitUid severely the plan of 
his encampment and the onler of his battle; and in 
short all the bitter ingredients wliieli cnnipoBe the cup 
of the iinsui-cessfut general were drained t« the dregs. 

>It seems to be a universal, and. iir^bahly, a correct 
nile thjit, an the genend renps all ihe gh>ry of fuccbfs, 
00, in tike niunner, he should siisinin nil tlie dU;rrace 
af dcf.iil. A viitorious ^eneial. whelher hy a luiky 
blunder or otherwise, is distinguished f^ir lile, and an 
unforiunute one \* degraded. Ko clmrge in the one 
case, or excuse in tlie other, is listened to for a moment. 
Victory hides every blrminh, and uiit^forlune ob^rnres 
every virtue. Tlii« is the |>op(iIar lule for estimalitig 
tlie meritn of a leader, vhicli, lor a time, might clt-viite 
a noisy Clron to the level uf an Alexander. But the 
hi'tnrian deci'lee otherwiBe. Let us look at the un- 
fiiriunnte St. Clair's nmduct. and «ee if it deserves the 
furious and unlxiUTided censure which has been heatied 
upiin it. It h a<kn<>wl<'do;ed that, although attacked 

Iluditerily C;ill Indian attacks are sudden), he was not 
Wrprififil ; ht^ troops were eucampetl iu order of battls^ J 
Wid formed in a mument 1 

He can not bo ehurged with remif^rnpss, for he had 
■rmye'l ihpm in onler of battle three houra before day- 
light, nnd they hn<l just been dismissed when tlie attack 
commenced. He can not be charged with incom- 
petency dnnng Ihr action, for all his measures, if allow- 
ance 1x1 mado for the circumstances Btli^ndtn<; it, were 
bold, judicious, and military.* He did Dot suffer hia 

°Sp« Append Li. 
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men to be shot down in their ranks, as in Braddock's 
case, but made repeated, des|)erHte, and suooesstul 
charges against the enemy, which nothing but their 
overwhelming superiority of numbers prevented from 
being decisive. The troops, in general, behaved with 
firmue'V, the officers were the flower of the old Con- 
tinental armv, and not a man deserted his colors until 
the order was given to retreat 

The charge of cowanlice is unworthy of an answer. 
It could only be brought bv a blind and ignorant pip- 
ulace, stung with rage, as they ever are, at defeat, and 
pouring upon their unhappy victim every reproach 
which rage, ignonince, aud the malice of interested 
demagogues may suggest. It may be observed, that St 
Clair always stood high in the opinion of Washington, 
notwithstmding his repeated misfortunes, and that in 
his last battle, altliough worn down by a cruel diifcase, 
he exp»sed his person in every part of the action, de- 
livered his orders with coolness and judgment, and was 
one of tlie last who arrived at Fort Jefferson in the re- 
treat. His whole life, afterward, was one long and wast- 
ing struggle with poverty, reproach, and niistortune. 

When demanding a conipen.^ation to which he con- 
sidered himself entitled, before the Congress of the 
United States, a demand to which he hud been com- 
pelled by the stem pressure of want, old aee, and de- 
crepitude, he was stigmatized by a memher of that iKxly 
as a ** pauper ! " and his claim rejected — rejected on 
that same floor where a princely present was bestowed 
on Lafayette, for {services of the same kind which were 
refused to be acknowledged in the case of the unhappy 
and really indigent St. Clair! In the one case, their 
generosity would resiound through the world, and 
eratify national pride. In the other, it would only 
have been an act of obscure ju»tice. The official letter 
of St. Clair, at once temperate, mournful, and dignified, 
is subjoined in the appendix. 



It remains only to mention such private incidents as 
we have been enabled to collect. The late Wuuliah 
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) a young ^^H 
of rangers ^^H 



EiWAs, of Flemiug County, at tliat time 

pf eifihtec'ii, was attacliecl lo the cori» of 

ecompaiiied the regular force. He had long bees 

runarkable fur strength and activity. In the course 

of the inarch from Fort Washington, he had repeated 

opportunities of testing hia adtonithing powers in that 

ri.-*pM:t, and was universally adniitlfd to be the swiftest 

niniter of the light coqw. On the evening preceding 

the action, his coria had been advanced, as already oo- 

Ber\-eil, a few hundred yards in front of the first line of 

infantry, in order to give seasonable notice of the ene- 

ly's approach. Just as day was dawning, he observed 

'out thirty Indiana witliin one hundred yarda of the 

ard fire, advancing cautiously toward the epot whem 

ne Btuod, logether witli aljout twenty rangers, the rest 

bfAnff ciinsiderablj in the rear. 

8u[ipo<fiiig it to be a mere scouting party, as usual, 
and not eu)>erior in number to the rangers, he sprang 
forward a tew paces in order to shelter hmiself in a s;)ot 
of gieculiarly rank ^ruM, and firing with a quick aim 
upon tlm luremoHt Indian, he instantly fell flat upon 
\u fai'e, and proceeded with all possible rapidity to r& 
load his gun, not doubting for a moment but that the 
jkngers would maintain their position and support bim. 
7he Indiana, however, rushed forward in 8uch over- 
whelming masscn, that the raugers were compelled to 
fly will) prmpitutioii, leaving j-oung Kennau in total 
ignorancv of his danger. F^irtunntely, the captain of 
his cuniiauy had obsfrved htm when he threw himself 
in the grasx, and suddenly sbou(«^ aloud, " Run, Een- 
uan! or you are a dead man ! " He instantly sprang lo 
hb feoi, and U'held Indians within t«u feet of him, 
while hia company was already more than one hundred 
yarda in fmnt. 

Not a moment was to bn loet. He darted off with 
avery muscle itlraincd to its utmost, and wn» pursued 
doten of the enemv with loud veils. He at first 
Lil tttraieht forwnnf to the u-uul fording place in 
creek which ran between the rangers and the main 
but several Indiana who hail [Hissed him beforfl 
} from the grass, threw lhem«elv( 
£5 
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and completely cut him off from the rest. By the most 
powerful exertions he had thrown the whole body of 
puTBuers behind him, with the exception of one young 
chief (probably Messhawa), who displayed a swiftness 
and perseverance equal to hk own. In the circuit which 
Kennan was obliged to take, the race continued for more 
than four hundred yards. The distance betwt*en them 
was about eighteen feet, which Kennan could not in- 
crease nor his adversary diminish. Each, for the time, 
put his whole soul iu the race. 

Keniian, as far as he was able, kept his eye upon the 
motions of his pursuer, le<t he should throw the toma- 
hawk, which he held aloft in a menacing attitude, and 
at length, finding that no other Indian was im.nediately 
at hand, he determined to try the mettle of his pursuer 
in a different manner, and felt for his tomahawk in order 
to turn at bay. It had escaped from its sheath, how- 
ever, while he lay in the gross, and his hair had almost 
lifted the cap fmm his head, when he s:iw himself to- 
tally disarmed. As he had slackened his pace for a 
moment, the Indian was almost within reach of him wiien 
he recommenced the race, but the idea of being without 
arms lent win<i8 to his flight, and for the first time he 
saw himself gaining j,'round. He had watehed the mo- 
tions of his pursuer too closely, however, to |iay pniper 
attention to the nature of the ground before hini. and 
he suddenly found himself in front of a lar^re tree which 
had been blown down, and upon which brush and other 
impediments lay to the height of eight or nine feet. 

The Indian (who, heretofore, had not utters! the 
slightest sound) now gave a short quick yell, as if se- 
cure of his victim. Kennan had not a moment to de- 
liberate. He must clear the impe<liment at a leap or 
perish. Putting his whole soul into the effort, he 
bounded into the air with a power which astonished 
him-^elf, and clearing limbs, brush, and every thing else, 
alighted in perfect safety upon the other side. A loud 
yell of astonishment burst from the bind of pursuer*, 
not one of whom had the hardihood to attempt the 
same feat. Kennan, as may be readily imagined, had 
no leisure to enjoy his triumph, but dashing into the 
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3 of the creek (upon tlie bnnlts of whicli Ms feat had l| 
a performed) where the high hniik» wmild ehiilil him | 
II the tire of ihe enemy, he ran Up tlie stream unUl'l 
inveiiienC piflce ofl^reil for cnwsing, and rejmneil the J 
■CIS in tiie rear (if the eiK-ampmeiil, panliiif; frfliqff 
) latigue of exertions which have stldum beei) Bur- 4 
No brearhijig lime was allowed him, how- -I 
The atbick iiiatanily eoiiimcticed, auil as we huva 1 
rrndy flbserved, was niaiiitnintd for throe hours wilb J 
feli8()at(?d fury. 
T[Wlirn the relreat commenced Kennan was atlachedi 
pifuj-ir CliirkeV bnttulion, niid had the <lanfrerous wrv- J 
I iif pnitei'ling the rear. This corp^ quickly lost itsi^ 
mmui'ler, ami was cnmptcteiydifoir^nnizefh Kennan 
t Kmnnt; tlio hindmost when the iliglii commincedi 
hit exerting tliose ■<^ine powers whiili had Mivcd him ia 
be morning, ho quickly gained the front, pnEsing sev- 
'rml hiHsemcn in tUe fliglit. Hero he beheld n privnte' i 
ill his own compnny, an intimate acquninlancfl, lyin^ij 
upon ihe griiuiiil, with his thigh broken, and in innesf 
of ih'- moat iiifrcing diaircss, implored each horseman I 
wlio hiirrie<1 l>v to tiike liim up btliind him. As soon 1 
as be lifhiht ICennaii niming up on fiot, he stretcheti 1 
nut his nrnis, and adh'd loud u[><>n him to e^ave liim, f 
Nutwtlhi'Miiding tlie imminent peril of the moment, hia A 
fri>'nd loulii noi rejei:t no nassionnte nn ii]nieiil, hut svit- \ 
ing him in his arms, lie placed him ufxin his buck, and I 
ran in that manner for several hundred yards. Horse- I 
Bail aXler liorMmaii passed them, oU of whom refused f 
k relieve hitn of his Dunlen. 
I* At length the enemy was giuning upon liira so fnrX J 
^t Kennan saw their death certain, un1e» he relin- I 
iehed his burden. He accordingly tuld his friend I 
X he hiid U(«d every possible exertion to save his life, J 
_1 in Tain; that he must relax his hold around his ] 
lek, nr they woutil both perish. The unhappy 'wrcteh, I 
Milten of evi-ry ^emun!'tranc(^ still clung cvnvulsividf I 
B back, and irngxHled bis exertions until the fore- I 
Hit of the enemy (armed with tomahawks alone) were J 
I Iwvnty ynrik uf thim. Kennan then drew hia J 
liJe from its sheath and luL ilie fingers of hia com- i 
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mnion, thus compelling him to relinquish his hold. 
The unliappy man rolled U|K>n the ground in utter help> 
lessness, and Kennaii beheld him tomahawked before he 
had gone lifirty yards. Believed from his burden he 
darted forward with an activity which once more brought 
him to the van. Here again he was compelled to neg- 
lect his own ^ety in order to attend to that of others. 
The late Governor Madison, of Kentucky, who after- 
ward commanded the corps which defended themselves 
80 honorably at Raisin, a man who united the most 
amiable temper to the most unconquerable courage, was 
at that time a subaltern in St Claii's army, and being 
a man of infirm constitution, was totiilly exhausted by 
the exertions of the morning, and was now sitting down 
calmly upon a log, awaiting the approach of his ene- 
mies Kennan ha^jtily accosted him, and inquired the 
cause of his dt^lay. Madison, pointing to a wound 
which had bled profu^ly, replied that he was unable to 
walk further, and hud no horse. Kennan instantly ran 
back to a spot whore he hal soen nn exhausted hor.-e 
grazing:, caught him without difficulty, and having as- 
sisted Madison to mount, walked by his side until they 
were out of danger. Fortunately, the pursuit so«»n 
ceased, as the ))lun(ler of thv5 camp presents I. irresistible 
attractions t) the enemy. The friendship thus formed 
between the-e two young men, endured wiihrmt inter- 
ruption through life. Mr. Kennan never entirely re- 
covered from the immense exertions which he was com- 
pelled to make «luring this unfortunate expe<lition. He 
settled in Fleming County, and continued for many 
years a leading member of the Baptist Church. He 
died in 1827. 



A party of Chickasaws were on their march to join 
St. Clair, but did not arrive in time to share in the 
action. One warrior of that nation alone was present, 
and diaplayd thi^ most admirable address and activity. 
He po^iiively refused to stjind in the ranks with the sol- 
diers, declaring that the **Shawnee8 would shoot him 
down like a wild pigeon," but took refuge behiud a log 
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i few yards In front of Butltr's faaltnlion, nnd dis- 

P«bar^«d hb riflo eleven times at ilie enemv wkh un- 

ieri'iiig accuracy. He wuld not lie |ier»uaded, however, 

to forego the pleasure of Bcafpiiig each Iiidmii a9 he fell, 

and ill perlbrtning this agreeable office, he al luugtli was 

•but dowu by tlie enemy, and scalped in turn. 



Tlie leader of the Indian amiy in tins bloody enga^e- 
ipcnt, waa a chief of the M isaa.^'siigo tribe, knowo by 
the name of the " Little Turtle." Nntwiih^^iiding 
a name, he was at Uas^t six feet hi(;h, etrong, muscular, 
lUil rcmarkiihly ili^inified in bis appearance. He was 
' rty years of tige, Ijail seen jnuch service, and had nc- 
itipatiied BuruDjiie in his di;'astrous inva^inn. His 
JBiiect »aa harsh, isuur, and fnrbidding, and his ^rsoii 
Buring the actiun was arrayed in the very extremily of 
bdiuii fuppery, having at ieuvt twenty dollars north of 
pllver di-])fiidiiig frum bis mee and ears. The plr" "* 
Itlui'lc was ciniccive<l by him alone, in oppOfiiinn I 
"tniiiion tif tdmo^t every utiier chief. NotHitlisiandii 
ills abiliiy, however, ho was said to have been unpii 
ulnr aniiirig the Indiana, probably in consequence 
tlioec \-ery abUitiea. 



■of 

lOf ^_ 

1 



Sfany vetiran officers of inferior rank, who had 
acrveil with disilnction throughout the Rev.duli unary 
War, Wire d^tiued to jieriali in this iinhniipy action. 
Amimg ihcm was the ^ralhint and unrewanffd Capiaiu 
KmKW(.oi>, of the old Dt-latvaie line, so o)t«n and so 
htmombly mi-ntioned in Lce'd Memoiia. The Slate of 
Di-liiwnre bavins: hud but ont.- ncinient on Continental 
(vialiliNhraeiit, and that regiment having l«*n retlm-ed 
til a company at Camden, it was impotsiblo for Kirk- 
wood to bt! nruTHiiled without a violnti'in of tlie itnlinary 
rule* liy ulitch rammiwions were n'g:ulated He, i 
i'r>rdinj{lv. had the nioillficiitinn of bfbolding j»ni 
()rtie.-iii diiilv mounting abovr him tn the bchIp of ran 
wliilu be hmi^lf, howvvcr niorltoriouc, was comptdljjd 
tu rciuain in Kin prtucnt condiliun, on account of t* ' 
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smfdl force which his native state could bring into the 
field. 

Notwithstanding this constant source of mortification, 
he fought with distinguished gaUantry throughout the 
war, and was personally eneajs^ed in the battles of Cam- 
den, Guilford, Hobkirks, Nmety-siz, and Eutaw, ih» 
hottest and bloodiest which occurred during the Revo- 
lution. At the peace of 1783, he returned with a 
broken fortune, but a high reputation for courage, honor, 
and probity, and upon the re-appearance of war in the 
North-west, he hastened once more to the scene of action, 
and submitted, without reluctance, to the command of 
officers who had been boys while he was fi^:;htiug those 
severe battles iu the South. He fell in a brave attempt 
to repel the enemy with the bayonet, and thus closed a 
career as honorable as it was unrewarded. 



Lieutenant Colonel Darke's escape was almost mi- 
raculous. Possessed of a tall, striking figure, in full 
uniform, and superbly mounted, he headed three des- 
perate charges asrainst the enemy, in each of which he 
was a conspicuous mark. His clothes were cut in many 
places, but he escaped with only a slight flesh wound. 
In the last charge, Ensi:ni Wijgon, a youth of seven- 
teen, was siiot through the heart, and fell a few paces 
in the rear of the regiment, which was then rather rap- 
idly returning to its original position. An Indian, 
attracted by his rich uniform, sprang up from the grass, 
and rushed forward to scalp him. Darke, who wa^ at 
that time in the rear of his regiment, suddenly faced 
about, da'the 1 at tlie Indian on horseback, and clefc his 
skull with his broad-sword, drawing upon himself by 
the act a rapid disciiarge of more than a dozen rifles. 
He rejoined liis regiment, however, in safety, being com- 
pelled to leave the body of young Wilson to the 
enemy. On the evening of the eighth of November, 
the broken remains of the army arrived at Fort Wash- 
ington, and were placed in winter-quarters. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



k ItllDST t1ie almost \ 



which fl 



I 



iipiiu the defeat ul' tiie uiifurtuiiatc St. Clair, Geo- ' 

I WnshiiigtDn hiiiiself did nut eniirely escape ten- 

\. The a(){X)iiitmeiit of an old, iiiiirm, and ahove 

an unlucky general to a command which, above all 

r quidiliea, required activity, promptitude, aud the 

:r of siistuiiiin^ great fatigue, was n^prohoted in no 

u«iircd lerm^. Public iipiuion imperiously deniand> 

lictler Bolectioii lor the third otleneive campaign, 

Ht, Cliiir was tlt^c«£sari]y superseded. The choico 

of a proper eucL-essor became the theme of general dis- 

cu^.iLuii, and was a matter of un Buiall difficulty. The 

coininiuid wae eiigerly sought by many ufficera of the 

Rev'ilution, among whom the must prominent were 

GetiernI Waynr, of Pennsylvania, ami the lateGeneral 

H<-nry hee, of Virginia, the celebrated ciimmanilant of 

tiiv pHriisan Legion during the nar of ludeptndence. 

The peculiar fiiness of Lee for a eomninnd of that 

'kind, siemi to hitve in]pres.^ed iL-<tlf siritngly upon the 

'%nind of Waxhingt'in, and iht-re is a k-tier extant whiob 

vs that nothing but ibe discontent which the appoini 

ment of fo jtiung an ofHirer would naturally have e. 

cited in the min<U of ihoei! who had held a rank aboi 

him in the fbrmer war, could haw prevented hia beil _ 

^e surce-s»r uf i*t. Clair. This ohjrclion did not ap- 

ly tti Wnyue, and as he had rei>eatn]ly proved himself 

Dold, active, and energetic commander, hia appoint- 

nt WM unacceptable to tbo.te only whuM claiina had 

■n rejected — a description of men very difficult lo k 

iiscd. Wayne had entered the aimy as colonel of 

linient in the Pennsylvania line, and first altraci 

\<x in the Canadian ex[)ediiton. lie there display 
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80 keen a relish for battle upon all occasions, and upon 
any terms, exposed his own life as well as those of his 
men with such recklessness, and was in the habit of 
swearing so hard in the heat of battle, that he soon ob- 
tained among the common soldiers the nidmame of 
" Mad Anthony." 

He never enjoyed a high reputation as an officer of 
prudence, science, and combination, and on one occasion 
particularly was surprised by the celebrated English 
partisan, Crrey, and routed with a slaughter scarcely in- 
ferior to that of St^ Clair. ' As an executive officer, how- 
ever, he was incomparable. He seemed to be of opinion 
that the whole science of war consisted in giving and 
taking hard blows; and we have heard, from one who 
served under him many years, that his ikvorite word of 
command was, "Charge the d— d rascals with the bayo- 
net!" Whenever (as at Stony Point) a bold, brisk on- 
set was all that was required, no better gencnil than 
Wayne could possibly bi? select eil, but on othor occasions 
his keen ap[>ctite for action was apt to hurry him into an 
impnidcnf exposure of his troops. 

In Virginia he once narrowly escaped total de^^truction 
by pres.^ing too eagerly upon Liord ComwallL*, who af- 
terward re|)eatedly affirmed that one-half hour more of 
daylight would have sufficed for the destruction of his 
rash but gallant enoiny; and afterwanl, in the Caro- 
linas, his quarters were broken up, and his whole camp 
thrown into confusion, by a small party of Creek In- 
dians, who fell upon him as unexpectedly as if they had 
risen from the earth. Several severe losses, however, 
which lie received in the course of his career, hod tau^^ht 
him to temper his courage with a mo<Icrate degree of 
caution, and as he was remarkably popular among the 
common soldiers (who are better judges of the ordinary 
quality of courage than the higher military talents) he 
was supposed to be pt»c*uliarly qualified for re-animaiiug 
the cowering spirits of the troops. 

There was an inter\''al of more than' a year between 
the defeat of St Clair and the appointment of his suc- 
cessor. Wayne lost no time in proceeding to the head- 
quarters of the western army, and arrived at Fort Wa&h- 
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ington in the spring of ]793. R^inforcemenls of 
l»r troops woro conf-tanlly arriving, and, in iiilditi 
tlie asuul complvmi'iit of caviiiry ajiil nrtiUwry, a » 
legionary corp wan rftiaed upon coutiiieutal esialili 
mmt, nnd placed under hia lomniuud. In addition 
till?, he was nutliorizi'd to call upun tlie Governor 

I Kentucky [8holby) tor as many mounted militia 
might be noccNury. It was to late in the season, how- 
ever, before k11 the varinud forct^ euuid be culUcted, and 
all the necessary supplies procured, tiiat he judged it 
prudent to deter any uHl^nsive movemeut until ibe i<prin] 
The mounted volunteers were-.#ccordinglv dismii 
vith some Haltering encumiunia upon tlieir zeal 
loadine^s, while the regular furces were placed in \> intt 
quurtera. The volunteers returned to Kentucky wii 
higli idea of the eifieienc-y of the regular force onder 
M ayue, and sanguine expectations of a favorable result. 
The rapid succe«:jion of disasters which had herelofoi 
Rttended the o]H>rations of regulars in conjunction 
militia, had createil a strong di^'gu.-'t to that specif 
£)rce, nnd it was with difficulty that a suffii-ient qui 
of mouDted ni«n could be procured for co-operatii 
But, after witnessing the order, diligence, and em 
which character! leii \Vayne'« conduct us an officer, 
the indefatigable labor with which he drilled his tn 
into a ready perfurmunce of the necessary niovemci 
thia diBrvlish to a c<w>perati<m with regulars comptel 
vanished, and on the following spring the Votuntf 
proflercd their services with great alacrity. 
i During the winter Wayne reinaiueil at a fort whicl 
^lie had built upon a western fork of the Little Miami, 
md tn which be had given llie name of Greenville. Ry 
l'delachnient« from the regular troops be was emibled " 
■wc<^ the country lying between faiiu and the Miani 
Isgea. and having taken pos-«pssion of the ground o] 
which St Clair was defeated, he trecUd a sniu" 
Rnpon it, to whirh he gave the name of Het'overy. 
r onlera were positive to endeavor, if [tos«ible, to proci 
[ peace npon reasonable ternia nitbuut resorting to fo 
r itnd he accordingly opened several confereucvs vith 
hostile tribes during llie winter. 



and 
^d it I 

itho 1 



280 wJssTEsy adventubk 

Many of tlieir chiefs visited him in his camp, and ex- 
amined his troops, artillery, and equipments with great 
atteution, and from time to time made ample profe»ions 
of a disposition to bury the hatchet ; but nothing defi- 
nite could be drawn from them, and from the known 
partiiility of Wayne to the decision of tlie sword, could 
It be supposed that he pressed the overtures with much 
eagerness? As the spring appro-ached, the visits of the 
Indians became more rare, and their professions of 
friendship waxed fainter. In February they threw 
aside tlie mask at once, and made a 1)old effort to carry 
the distant out|>ost at Fort Recovery by a coup-de-main. 
In this, however, tliey were fritstrateit by the vigilance 
and energy of the garrison; and, finding that Wayne 
was neither to be surprise<l nor deceived, tiiey employed 
themselves iu collecting their utmivst strength, with a 
determination to abiile the brunt of battle. 

In the spring the general called upon the Governor 
of Kentucky for a detachment of mounted men, who 
repaired with great alacrity to his standard in two brig- 
ades, under Todti and Barbee, the whole commanded by 
M:ijor-General Scott, amounting to more than fifteen 
hundred men accu>tome(l to Indian warfare. The regu- 
lar force, including cavalry and artillery, amounte<l to 
about two thous:ind, so that the general found him.self 
at the head of three thousand men, well provided with 
every thing, in high spirits, and eager for battle. The 
Indian force did not exceed two thou.sand, and was known 
to have assembled in the neighborhood of the -British 
fort at the rapids of the Miand. 

It Wits late iu July before Wayne was ready to march 
from Greenville, and, from the nature of the country as 
well as the necessity of guarding against surprise, his 
progress was very leisurely. On the nineteenth of Au- 
gust, when within a day's march of the eneni}''s position, 
he det*?rmined to send a messenger, charged with the 
last offer of peace and friendship which he intended to 
make. For this dangerous and apparently useless office, 
he selected a private volunteer named Miller, who had 
fornit-rly been tjiken by the Indians, and lived for many 
years u|)ou the banks of the Miami. Miller, however. 
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[■'Rppeared to value h'ts own neck much n 



L tlir );Mienil <li>l, a^ lie Hloutly 



e bi'ghly tl 



duty, tlpclaring tLut ii 



mnrateii against t! 



mill be useless to the arn 
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'll as destru 

Htt <li'dared coiifiileiitly tliat the Indians, from 
UndiiulitMl t-igns, were resolutely bent iiiion battle, a 
wroultl )i»t«n tu nothing of which he might be the beni 
He udilrd that be kntfW them of oKI, and was satisfied 
tliat Ilirr would roast him alive, without an instant's 
lie«itnlion. in di fiance uf his white fliig and sacred char- 
Holer i"f emba.'^Miildr. Wayne, iiowever, was not to lie 
diverted fr<im his |iur|iose. ile aK-uft-d Millt-r that ho 
wiiuld hold eight or tin IndiaDs, tla'n in his cuiup, aa 
hiMtHges f 'f his sale return, auil, if the enemy rouNted 
bini, he swuro thai a noble hemtomb should be offered j 
to Ills maocii, as he wuiild o^nipel hII hi^ |. 
dergo the >aiiie fiiie; hut cunoluded wiilj an as)<uriinM 
thai the Indians, when inf'irineil of his deterniinaticai 
would ilisniiss him in jierlect safety, tor a r^ard to tl 
liTea uf llnrir friends. 

Rehiotantly. and with many dark |>ropliecie< of tq 
fate which a«aitt-d him, he at length consinted lo e' 
upon the mission, and, having taken leave of hia fiiena . 
be set off at a rapid [wce fur the Indian cnnip. When 
within view of it, he hoisted a white flue U|ion a pole, 
•nd mnrt;he<l txiMlv funvard. knouing that in tbii>, as 
in most iither case^.'the boldest i^ the mfi'st conrsc. As 
1 a« tliey liehehl him afproncbing, they ran out to 
■t him will] loud yells, brandi-hing their lomnhatvkr 
lu\6 crvins out, in their o»ii langunge, "Kill the r 
away!'' Miller, who will niidei«tood their langiia^ 
instantly ndilres^nl iheni with great earnestness, and I 
a few norde made kniiwn the caut« of his visit, and til 
guarantee which Wayne held for \\U safe reluni. To 
tlie first part of thi- intelligence they lisU-ned with su- 
preme oiniti'mpt. A long conference ensued, in which 
many chi«fs s|xike, hut nothing could bo delerminod 
■{Kin. 

On the next day Miller was ordered to return to 
Wayne with s..nie evasive message, inti-n.Iing to amuso 
him until tlivy could devise some tueiius of tecovci 
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ihdr friends. He accordingly left them widi great 
readiness, and was returning with all possible dispatch, 
when he met the general in full march upon the enemy, 
having become tired of waiting for the return of his 
messenger. Wayne's object in sending Miller is difficult 
to be conjectured. The Indians had constantly refused 
to come to any terms; they had sent away their women, 
and given every indication of a disposition to fight, and 
were in possession of ground which would give them im- 
mense advantages against the regulars. He could 
scarcely suppose that a treaty could be efiected, nor, 
with the prospect of battle before him, which to him 

S resented all the attractions of a ball to a dandy, or a 
inner to an epicure, is it to be supposed that he could 
have been very desirous of such an event. The ground 
was well known to many individuals in the armv, and 
Miller's re{)ort could have added but little to the knowl- 
ed^ already existing, to say nothing of the strong prob- 
ability that he might never return from a duty so peril- 
oui«. The truth is, the old general valued the life of a 
soldier at an exceedingly low rate, and thought that, 
even if the mission brought no advantage, it was at- 
tended with no other danger than the chance of death to 
a sin<^le soldier, which did not deserve a moment's 
thought. 

The general received the report of Miller without de- 
laying his march for a moment, which was continued in 
order of battle until he arrived within view of the ene- 
my. The regular force formed the center column, one 
brigade) of mounted volunteers moved upon the left 
under General Barbee, the other brought up the rear 
under Brigadier Todd. The right flank was covered by 
the river, and Major Price, with a selected corps of 
mounted volunteers, was advanced about five miles in 
front, with orders to feel the enemy's position, an<l then 
fall back upon the main body. About noon, the ad- 
vanced corps received so heavy a fire from a concealed 
enemy, as to compel it to retire with precipitation. The 
heads of the columns quickly reached the hostile ground, 
and had a view of the enemy. The ground for miles 
was covered with a thick growth of timber, which reu- 
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ier«d tlie operation of cavalry extrpnirly difficult, 
[udians occiipiid a thick w<.M)d in I'loiit, wlieri.' on i 
meuM» number of trcos had been blown down by a bui 

, th« bnincUfsof which were interlocked it 
k niunuer as greatly to impede the exertions of tfa( 

The enemy were firmed in three parallel h'nes, at^ 
Kvight Bnglci) to the river, and dUplayed a front of more 
I'&an tut> miles. Wayne ri»dc forward to recounoUcr 
ftheir positions, tind {tercciving, from the wetulit and ex> 
tent of the tire, thnt tliey wejein full f>rcc, he instantly 
made dispusitions for the attack. The whole of the 
mounted volunteers were ordered to make a circiiil, f<:ir 
the purpose of turning the right Sank nf ihe IndiaiiR : _ 
■Ibe C»valry were orderc<l to move up under cover of t 
^iivcT liKiiB, und ir po-Mhlc, turn their Kft; whilo i 
Rgtilar infantry were fornicil in a thick wood iu froi 
' the "Fallen limber," with orders, as soon 
_pial was given, to Tu»\i forward at full speod, wiihoal 
Iring a shot, arousing the mcmy from their covert al 
Die point of the bajontt, iind Oirn to deliver a cItiM fin 
*B]HiH tluir bncks, i<re^!^ing them sn clowly aa not lo pel 
mil them to rt^Ioud their ijtins, All thoi^e orders nei 
excflutwi«ith pteii.fion. The mounted volunteers ni 
offnipiiUy lo occupy the desi^inated grounil, while tl 
^frst line »f infantry was formed under the eye of tbt 
mmauder for ihe nrriloU'' chiirgc in front. 
As SM>n Ha time hud bi>en f^iven for the arrival o 
e several eorm upon iheir reiipceiivc points, the otxloj 
u given to advance, and the infantry, ru>hing througf 
|l treDietidoun fire uf rifies, uud ovorleaping every in 
■diluent, hai-tL-neti to clooo with their omc^aled ent 
maintain the »tri>^le on equal terms, 
Siou^b their Idsi ill this deaperate chareo naa by i 
» iiifoimideraljle. yet tlie eflfect was aeciplve, "" 
iny T<>t* and fled iiefore them itiore than two m 
' vith conxi'lcnihlo loss, as, owinp to the orders of Wavns 
they were nearly an ninoh exfoscil us the rcgiiliin 
Such wuA the rapidity of thd advance, and the 
itation of the retieAt, that on ly a pmnll pnrt of I 
Itnteere could get up iu time to aliare iu the action, a 
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though there can be no question that their presence and 
threatening movement contributed equally with the im- 
petuous charge of the infantry to the success of the day. 

The broken remains of the Indian army were pursued 
under the guns of the British fort, and so keen was the 
ardor of Wayne's men, and so strong their resentment 
against the English, that it was With the utmost diffi- 
culty they could be restrained from storming it upon 
the spot As it was, many of the Kentucky troops 
advanced within gunshot, and insulted the garrison 
with a select volley of oaths and epithets, which must 
have given the British commandant a high idea of 
backwoods geiitilitv. He in-stantly wrote an indignant 
letter to GeniTal Wayne, complaining of the outrage, 
and demanding by what authority he trespassed upon 
the siicred precincts of a British garrison? Now, 
''Mad Anthony" was the last man in the world to be 
dragooned into polit -ness, and he replied in terms little 
short of those employed by the Kentuckians, and satis- 
fa/toriiy informed Captain Campbell, the Briti«h ci»m- 
mandaut, that his only chance of Siifetv was silence and 
civility. After some sharp messages on both sides, the 
war of the pen ceased, and the destruction of proj)eity 
began. Houses, store-, cornfields, orchards, were soon 
wrapped in flames or leveled with the earth. The dwell- 
ing house and store of Colonel McKee, the Indian 
agent, shared the fato of the rest. 

All this was performed befi>re the face of Captain 
Campbell, who was compelled to look on in silence, and 
without any eff»rt to prevent it. There remains not 
the lea<t question now that the Indians were not only 
encouraged in their acts of hostility by the English 
traJer)*y but were actually supplied with arms, ammuni- 
tion, ami provisions, by ordtT of the English command- 
ant at Detmit, Colonel England.* There remains a 

^ This gent loman was remarkable for his immense height and 
cnoriiious quantity of flesh. A ft «^r his return fnun America, the 
WHs;i(isli Prince of Wales, who wiis himself no plgmj*, liecame de* 
8ii-ous of seeing him. Colonel Kngland was one day pointed out 
to him hy Sheridan, as he was In the net of dismounting from his 
horst*. The Prince reganled him wiili marked attention forsev- 
enil minutes, and then turning to Slieridan, said with a lauich. 
"Colonel England, bey! Yoa should have said Great Britain! 
byU— d!" 
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correHponilencx between this pendeman and McKee, in 
ishich urgent demands nre made for fresh supplies of 
anini (lit itum, and the approncli of " tbo enemy (ae they ■ 
call WavDe) is nicnliimed with grent anxiety. Aft 
tlie batrte of the RapiHg, he writes that the Indians a 
much dUcoiiraged, and that "il will rnjulre m-nil rffori 
to indttet thtvi to mnaiii m a body" Had Wayne been 
poeitivelv informed of this circumstance, he tvoul^ 
BCftrcely nave re?trniiied his men from a more energetiafl 
exj.n'Sflion of in.iignniion. 1 

The Indian f'ln-e l)eii>g completely dispersed, their 
comlieldfl ctit up, and their liouae* dc'lroyed. Wayne 
drew off from the neiEhborhood of the Briiish post, and 
_ill order Xti hold the Indians ]>ermnncnily in chech, he 
fort nt the junction of the AuglniEe and Mi- 
i, in the very henri of the Indinn toimiry, to which 
gave the appropriate name of DcliMnce. Ah this 
» connected wiih Fort Wasliingtnn by various inier-j 
ptediaie furtificationi>, it could not fail c^inpleiely tut 
Tuve the enemy, who, in a viry fhort time, urgentlj| 
nid uiianiniouBly demanded peace. 

No victory could have been Ix-ltor timed than ihat^ 
of Wayne. The varinua tribes of Indiniis ihrouehnut 
tlie whole of the I'nilcd Htates, cncourafjed by the re- 
mied difiaatera of our armies in iho Norlli-uest. hud 
^ry unsteady and mcnaeing in ihiir inttreourM 
iritb the whites. The Creeks ntid Cherokee^, in the 
^Ulh, were already in arms, while ihc Uneidas, Turcn- 
IDra3, etc., in the North, were evidently preparing for 
Oalilities. The »bock nf the victniy nt ihe KapidR, 
iDwerer, was lelt in all qnurttrs. Thr Kiuihtm Indi- 
m instantly demanded peace: the Oncidss, cou^cioiia 
f their evif intentions, and fearful of the coiiH^uettces, 
ee:tnie suddenly alTtctionate. even to wrvility; and 
frithin a few months after the victory, nil the Ironttcrs 
gnjoyed the most prof.iund peace, \V'avne reported his 
Inte at thirty-three killed and one hundred wounded, f 
Rie Indian lo-s could not be ascertained, but was s 
ix-ed 10 exced that of the Ameriians. This howc 
/ doubtful, as ihey pave wity immolialely, i 
nre not so much ex|x>se(l as the continentuU. 
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One circumstance attending their flight is remaik»- 
ble and deserves to be inserted. Three Indians, being 
hard pressed by the cavalry upon one side, and the in- 
fantry upon the other, plunged into the river and at- 
tempted to swim to the opposite shore. A runaway 
negro, who had attached himself to the American army, 
was concealed in the bushes on the opposite bank, and 
perceiving three Indians approaching nearer than in his 
opinion was consistent with the security of his hiding- 
place, he collected courage enough to level his rifle at 
tlie foremost, as he was swimming, and shot him through 
the head. The other two Indians instantly halted in the 
water, and attempted to drag the body of their dead 
companion ashore. The negro, in the meantime, re- 
loaded his gun and shot another dead upon the spot. 
The survivor then seized hold of both bodies, and at- 
tempted, with a fidelity which seems astonishing, to 
brin^ thctn both to land. The negro having had leisure 
to reloatl a second time, antl firin;^ from his covert upon 
the surviving Indian, wounded him mortally while 
struggling with the dead bodies. He then ventured to 
approach them, and from the striking resemblance of 
their features, as well as their devoted attachment, they 
were sup|K)se(J to have been brothers. After scalping 
them, he ])ermitted their bodies to float down the stream. 



We shall conclude our sketches with an anecdote, 
which, although partaking somewhat of the marvelous, 
is too well authenticated to be rejected. Early in The 
spring of 1793, two boys by the name of Johnson, the 
one twelve, the other nine years of age, were playing 
on the banks of Short Creek, near the mouth of the Mus- 
kingum, and occasionally ski[)ping stones in the water. 
At a distance, they beheld two men, dressed, like ordi- 
nary settlers, in hats and coats, who gradually approached 
them, and from time to time threw stones into the water, 
ill imitation of the children. At length, when within one 
hundred yards of the l)oys, they suddenly threw off the 
mask, and, rushing rapidly upon them, made them pris- 
oners. Tliey proved to do Indians of the Delaware 
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Iibfl. Taking tlie dilMren in their arms, tliey^ nun ^ 
Lslitv iiiln thu witoiU, iiiid after a riijiiil march of abuut 
■ix luil&'t cnuiiinjied f>r tlie oight. Having kindled a 
Gre and laid ihcir rifles and tiimahnnks ngainst aa ad- 

f* )ining tree, they laid duwn to rest, each with a boy in 
la aniii. 

llie children, as may reaJUy be supposed, were too 
niicli ai;itatfd t<i uleep. The eldest at length began to 
move hU limbs ciiutiouelv, and finding that the Indian 
I who held liim remained fast aslfeji, he graduallv disco- 
LgagKil himsi-lf from \\h arni», and walking to the &Te, 
mfhieh had burned low, r^aijieil several ndniitea in eus- 
rr|iensi> as In what was next ti> be done. Having stirred 
Uie fire, and asLerlAlned by its light tlie exact pa'^ition 
of tlie enemy's aims, he whifi|ier^ toftly to his brother 
lu imitate \m examjdi?, am), if possible, extricate him- 
^' aelf from \iU keeper. The little fellow did as his brother 
^^^'direetctl, and both stood irrescdute for several minutes 
^^K«n>und the Rre. At length, the eldest, who was of a 
^^Kvery n-s^dnte di^-Tiosilion, proposed that they should kill 
^H Uie sWping IndianH and relurn home. The eldest 

S'inud to one of the guns, and assured his brother that 
he would only pidl the triirger of that gun alter ho 
bul placed it in rcsl, lie would auatver for the other In- 

The plan was soon ngreed upon. .The rifle was lev j 
•led, with the muule resiinc upm a log which lay near, J 
«nd having Rtatione^l his Irotlier at the breech, witJt " 
^ positive direrlionif not to toui-h the trigger until he gava 
the word, he Mixed a tomahawk and advanced cautiously 
to the other sleeper. Such was the oblation of the 
younger, however, that he touched the trigger too soon, 
and the report of his gun awakened the other Indian 
before hi^ bmther was quite prepared. He struck the 
blow, however, with firmuens, although, in the hurry of 
tliD act, it was done with the blunt part of the halAet, 
and only stunned hl$ autagouist. Quicklv repeating tha 
blow, however, with the edge, he inflicteti a deep wound 
upon the Indian's head, and at^er repeated strokes, left 
I hini lifideas upon the spot. The younger, frightened at 
ktbe explosion ofhiti own gun, had already betakeu him- 
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self to his heel-*, and was with difficulty overtaken by 
his bri)ther. Having regained the road by which they 
had advanced, the elder fixed his hat upon a bush, in 
order to mark the spot, and by daylight they had re- 
gained their homes. 

They found their mother in an agony of grief for their 
loss, and ignorant whether they had been drowned or 
takea by the Indians. Their tile was heard with as- 
tonishment, not unmingled with incre^lulity, and a few 
of the neighbors insisted upon accompanying them in- 
stantly to the spot where so extraonlinary a rencounter 
had occurred. The place wa^stxm found and the truth 
of the b)y'd story placed beyond duubt. The toma- 
hawked Indian lay in his blood, where he fell; but the 
one who had been shot wa^ not to be found. A broad 
trail of blood, however, enabled them to trace his foot- 
steps, and he Wiis at K?ngth overtaken. Hi.s a|>pearance 
was most ghastly. His undtT jaw had l3een entirely shot 
awav, and his hands and breast were covered with clot- 
ted blood. Although evidently much rxhau-t*^«d, he 
still kept his pursuers at bay, and fac^»d them from time 
to time with an air of determined resolution. Either 
his gory appearance, or the apprehension that more 
were in the neighborhood, had such an efRct upon his 
pursuers that, notwithstandinG: their numl)ers, he was 
permitted to escai)e. Whether he survived, or perished 
in the wilderness, couhl never he ascertained ; but from 
the severity of the wound, the latter sup|X)-ition is mo^t 
probable. 



From tlie p^ace of 1794 down to the renewal of war 
in the North-west, under the auspices of Teeumseh and 
the Prophet, no event occurre<l of sufficient imporcanee 
to claim our notice. The war was over, and even pri- 
vate and individual aggression was of rare occurrence. 
The country which had been the scene of those fierce 
conflicts which we have endeavored to relate, became 
settled with a rapidity totally unprecedented in the an- 
nals of the world. The forests became rapitlly thinned, 
and the game equally as rapidly disappeared. Numer- 
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0U8 villages, as if by enchantment, were daily spring- 
ing up in those wild scenes where Kenton, Crawford, 
Slover, and Johnston had endured such sufferings ; and 
the Indians, from fierce and numerous tribes, were 

Gradually melting down to a few squalid wanderers, 
overiug like restless spirits around the scenes of their 
former glory, or driven, with insult, from the doors of 
the setUers, where they wei-e perpetually calling for 
food and rum. Such wanderers were frequently mur- 
dere<l by lawless white men, who, like the rovers of 
old, contended that "there was no peac^ beyond the 
line," and as such offenses were rarely punished, the 
Indians at length became satisfied that they must either 
retire beyond the reach of the whites or make one last 
effort to retrieve the sinking fortunes of their race. 
Tecumseh was the great apostle of this reviving spirit, 
and to do him justice, displayed a genius and perse- 
verance worthy of a better fate. As these events, how- 
ever, are beyond our limits, we must refer the young 
reader, who may have accompanied us thus far, to the 
histories of the day, where his curiosity will be amply 
gratified. 




IN the life of Kenton, we 1 
variuue names nii<i oircum?tnncPB, which, iu our anx- ' 
ieiy tu presene ilio unity unil cuniieclioii of ilie imrrii- 
live, we pfts*pd over very slljihtly at (lie lime, reserving 
ft mure full detail for llie prvfent plai-e. We allude 
[lie ihe celebrated war u)kiii t|je KciiumIib, geiienilly 
\anvin by tlie name of Dumm.re'a tX|N.ililion, in wiiicli 
Ihe haim-s of l^gad, Lewi*, (Jiity. Curn.-tulk, ett-., figure 
One|iiiruuuely. Many onil varluUD leiisiiiii have bt«n 
jBi^ie<l fur ttiis war. ^ome bnve ailriliutctl it Id llie 
■iurd«r of Logan's family by Cre«a[); olliers, tii ihe 
lally atriK'iuus mui-der of ■• Bald Kuglc," a wlebnilptl 
* iKlawure cliief. ButU, prubnbly, cmilrilmted to linMen 
the rupture, which, however, vould uiiqucjiliiinHbly have 
taken place without villier. 'J'he caiiKU nf tliis, an of all 
Other Indian wars, is (o he ffuud in Ihe jealousy and 
t with which iho Imlinns brhdd the rajiid ex- 
f the whito si-tiUments. Aflrr the peace of 
(17C3, large tracts of land, in the Weet, had l>een a**- 
Igueil aa bounties to §urh ofKccrs aiiil mldicrs as had 
lUght Ihroughnut the war. Accordingly, as wwn as 
Mice was restored, crowds of cmtfiranis hastciu'il to 
J West, attended by the usual ewarm of surveyors, 
_ »culators, ftc. The iuhabituiita of the frontiers be- 
nme mingled with the Indinos. Tlttty visited and re- 
Nived visita fVon) each other, and frequently met in 
leir huiiltni! parties. Pence, esi'ted bi-tween tlie na- 
''tions, but the old. vindictive icclingn, occasioned by 
" I, Hiill rankled in the tnawt «f iudiviu- 
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uals. Civilities were quickly followed by murders, 
which led to retaliation, remonstrances, promises of 
amendment, and generally closed with fresh murders. 

The murder of "Bald Eagle," an aged Delaware 
sachem, was peculiarly irritating to that warlike nation. 
He spoke the English language with great fluency, and 
being remarkably fond of tobacco, sweetmeats, anil rum, 
all of which were genei*ally offered to him in profusion 
iu the settlements, he was a frequent visitor at the fort 
erected at the mouth of the Kenawha, and familiarly 
acquainted eveu with the children. He usually as- 
cended the river aloue, in a bark canoe, and, from the 
frequency and harmlessness of his visits, his appear- 
ance never excited the least alarm. A white man, who 
had suffered much from the Indians, encountered the 
old chief one evening alone upon the river, returning 
peaceably from one i)f his usual visits. A conference 
endued, which terminated in a quarrel, and the old 
man wjis killed upon the spot. Tiie mur<lerer, having 
scalped his victim, fixed the dead boily in the usual 
sitting posture in the stern of the boat, replaced the 
pi[)e in his mouth, and, launchmg the caiioe ag:un uj)- 
on tlie river, j)ennittetl it to float down with its burden 
undisturbed. ^lany settlers beheld it descendin*^: in this 
manner, but, from the upright posture of the old man, 
they supposed that he was only returning, as usual, 
from a visit to the white-?. The truth, however, was 
quickly discovered, and inflamed his tribe with the most 
ungovernable rage. Vengeance was vowed for the out- 
ra;^e, and amply exacted. 

At length hostilities upon this remote frontier became 
so serious as to demand the attention of government 
One of the boldest of these forays was conducted bv 
Logan in person. Supposing tliat the inhabitants of 
the interior would consider them-elves secure from the 
Indians, and neglect those precautions which were gener- 
ally used upon the frontier, he determined, with a small 
but select band of followers, to penetrate to the thick 
settlements upon the head-waters of the Monongahela, 
and wreak his vengeance upon its unsuspecting inhab- 
itants. The march was conducted with the usual se- 
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reey of Indian wanior?, and witli great effect. Maa] 
ailps iiiul eeveml (iriaoners were taken, with which, ' 
the eigiiol ouduct of their ciiii.-f, they ut-ie eimblcil 
elude all purBuit, aud return iu safety to their lowi 
One of the iiiditeiita attending thia iuckin^iou deeervi 
to i)e mentioiiuJ, aa illustrating the cliaraeti-r of Loga 
AVhile boveriuK, with his followers, around the skii 
of a tliick eetileiiient, he auddeuly came ii 
Ainall field, recently cleared, in wliich thrci 
■,|>ulliiig flax. Causing the greater j)art of 
*-lfiiuain where they were. LugHii, together with two 
DthOTH, crept up within long i<hol of the white men and 
jlred. One uinn fell <lead ; ih« remaining two attempted 
"O escape. The elder of tlie fugitives (Hellew) was 
iDJekly uverlaken aud made prii-oiier hy Logan's asso- 
(Litea, while Logan hlnieelf, having thrown down his 
rifle, iirecseU forward nlnne in |>ur^uit of the vounger of 
^e white men, wlu«e name was RuliinEon. I'he conttst 

s keen fir several hundred yards, hut Ruh 
(uckily h)uking around in onler In have a view of his 
barsuer, rnu ngninsL a tree with such violence as c 
plelHy to stun him, and render him in^eUBihle 
IBvemI minute.*. 

Upon recovering, he found himself hound and lyinl 
kpoa his back, wTiile Logan sat hy his Mde, with uI^■- 
Rloved grnvitT, awaiting his recovery. He was then 
impelled t-j accompiiny them in their further atlemptd 
^apuu the eotlloments, and in the course of a few days 
wa« marched oflT, with great rapidity, for their villages 
in Ohio. During (he mnrrh, Lognn remained «ilent 
and melancholy, prohahly hmoding over the total de- 

»*truction of his family. The prisoners, however, were 
treated kindly, until they arrived at an Indian villai 
apon the AInskingum. When within a mile of tl 
town, Logan bicame more nnimated, and uttered tl 
" scalp Imlloo" several times, in the most tcrrihle low 
The never-failinj; scene of inwdt and torture then hej 
Crowds flocked nut to meet them, and a line 
fur the gauntlet. 

Logan took na share in the cruel game, hut did 
Kt«mpt to rcpreM it. He, however, ga\-e Bobiusi 
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whom he regarded as his own prisoner, some directions 
as to the best means of reaching the council-house in 
safety, and displayed some anxiety for his safe arrival, 
while poor Hellew was left in total ignorance, and per- 
mitted to struggle forward as he best could. Robin- 
son, under the patronage of Logan, escaped with a few 
slight bruises ; but Hellew, not knowing where to run, 
was dreadfully mangled, and would probably have been 
killed upon the spot had not Robinson (not without 
great risk on his own part) seized him by the hand, 
and dragged him into the council-house. 

On the following morning a council was called, in 
order to determine their fate, in which Logan held a 
conspicuous superiority over all who were assembled. 
Hellew's destiny came first under discussion, and was 
quickly decided by an almost unanimous vote of adop- 
tion. Robinson's was most difficult to determine. A 
majority of the council (partly influenced by a natural 
thirst for veng-^ance \x\^\\ at least one object, partly, 
perhaps, by a lurking jealousy of the imposing supe- 
riority of Logan's character) were obstinately bent up- 
on putting him to death. Logan spoke for nearly an 
hour upon the question; and, if Robinson is to l)e be- 
lieved, with an energy, copiousness, and dignity which 
would not have disgraced Henry himself. He appeared 
at no loss for either words or ideas; his tones were 
deep and musical, and were heard by the assembly 
with the silence of death. All, however, was vain. 
Robinson was condemned, and, within an hour afier- 
wards, was fastened to the stake. Logan stood apart 
from the crowd with his arms folded, and his eves fixed 
upon the scene with an air of stern displeasure. 

When the fire was about to be applied, he suddenly 
strode into the circle, pushing aside those who stood in 
the way, and, advancing straight up to the stake, cut 
the cords with his tomahawk, and taking the prisoner 
by the hand, led him, with a determined air, to his 
own wigwam. The action was so totally unexpected, 
and (he air of the chief so determined, that he had 
reached the door of his wigwam before any one ven- 
tured to interfere. Much dissatisfaction was then ex- 
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^Kswd, Bud threatening symptoms of a tumult ap- 
Jpeared ; but so deeply roi»teu was liis autbority, that in 
f>w hours all wus quiet, and Robiuson, without 
mpiit/ilion, was permitted to enter an ludian family. 
'le remained nitU Logan until the treaty of Fort Pitt, 
I the Ktitumn of the eu^uiti^ year, when he returned 
» Virginia. He ever reiain«l the most unbouuded 
L for Logan, and repeatedly declared, tb||| 
a countenance, when speaking, was the nioet atrikiu 
ind impressive that be ever beheld. 
a rei-olleeted that he bad otten heard Lee aa| 
Henry, tn all their glory, the eonipUment must be t 
nifd OS a very hi^ one. 

This, together with various other marauding oxpi 
tions, geuerally carried on by email panics, dete 
lined the governor of Virginia (Dnumore) to aaeemU 
large force, and carry the war into tlieir own 
riejf- The plan of the expedition was Boon arra 
'ircc compleie regimoiila were lo be raiKid west of tl 
,ue Ridge, undiT the command of General Andr« 
'ia; wliile n» equiil fuitje. from the interior, wd 
luaiided by Dunmore iu person. The armies i« 
to Ibrm a junction at the mouth of the Greut . 
iiawha, and proceed together, uuder Dunmore, to t 
Indian towns in Ohio. 

On the first of September, 1774, a part of Genera 
.Xewia's division, consisting of two regiments, under 
ders of Colonel t'harles Leivis, liis brother, and 
Colonel William Fleming, of Botetourt, rendezvoused 
at Camp Union (now I^wisburgb, Va.), where tb<B~ 
were joined by an independent regiment of backwooil 
volunttrrs, under the orders of Colonel John Fields, j 
▼»ry diatioguiehed officer, who, toeetlier with moet 4 
tiiOM now assembled, hail served under Draddod, 
['ficre they remained, awaiting the arrival of Colom 
Christian, who wa» busily engaged in assembling ofl 
'cgimenL By the junction of Field, Lewie's fon), 
twl to about ek-veu hundred men, accustomed | 
danger, and conducted by the flower of the border office 
General Lewix, as well as his brother, had been pr ~ 
St Bmddock's defeat, aud were subaltern officers ii 
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companies of Virginia riflemen, who formed the ad- 
vance of the English army. 

We shall here relate some circumstances attending 
that melancholy disaster, which are not to be fuund in 
the regular histories of the period. Braddock's battle- 
ground was a small bottom, containing not more than 
two acres, bounded on the east by the Monongahela, 
and upon the west by a high cliff which rise^ precipi- 
tately above the bottom, and which, together with the 
river, completely iuclosed it. Through this cliff, and 
near its center, runs a deep gorge or ravine, the sides 
of which are nearly perpendicular, and the summits of 
which were at that time thickly covered with timber, 
rank grass, and thickets of underwood. Upon this 
cliff the Indian army lay in ambush, awaiting the ar- 
rival of their foe. The only passage for the Eiigli.<$h 
lay through the ravine, immediately in front of the 
ford. The two compnnies of ran^(M*8 crf»ssed the river 
in adviince of the reguhirs, and suspecting no danger, 
immediately entered the mouth of the ravine. Brad- 
dock followed in clo-e column, and the dovoted army 
soon stood in the bottim already mentioned, the river 
in the rear, tlio cliff in front, and the ravine presenting 
the only practical)le passage to the French fort. 

Instantly a tremendous fire opened upon them from 
the cliff above, and as the small bottom was thronged 
with red coats, imm ^nse execution was done. In the 
meantime, the two devoted companies of rangers were 
more than one hundred yards in front, and completely 
buried in the gorge already mentioned. U|)on hearing 
the firing in their rear, they attempted to rejoin the 
army, but a select corps of In<lian warriors rushed down 
the steep banks of the ravine and blocked up the pas- 
sage. A furious struggle ensued. The Indians could 
not possibly give way, as the banks were too steep 
to admit of retreat in that direction ; and if they re- 
tired through the mouth of the ravine into the bottom 
below, they would have found themselves in the midst 
of the English ranks. On the other hand, the Vir>rin- 
ians were desperately bent upon rejoiuing their friends, 
which could only be done over the bodies of the ludi- 
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Thus tlie gorge became the tlienter of 
{imttle, far mure ilfAiK>rate ttian tlini which n 
'toitoin <ir ujion the dilfi). 

Ill tliese two companies, were to be founH many name* 
Kaftorward highly distinguished both in the Indian and 

■ firiliiib war. Here was General Lewis and his live 
Kl)n>tliere ; Culonel Mailhews, afterward m distinguished 
KM Germantnwn, lojiether wiili f-nir of his brothers; 

■ Colonel J'lhn Field, afienvard killed at Point Pleasant; 
BColoiiel Grant, of Kentucky ; John McDowell, and cev- 
faral others, aiUrward well kuown in Virginia and Ken- 

■ tucky. The press was too great to admit of the rifle. 
BKnives and tomahawks were tlieir only wenpone, and 
Kllpon boih jidea (for the numbers engaged) theflnnghti 
Bmts prodigious. One-half the Virginians were left 

'n ihepn^a.andmostof the sar\'ivorB were I>adh 
d. The itidianfl suffertd equally, and at lenglf: 
' eo thinned as to alTord room for the Virginian 
them and rejoin their friends below. There all was dis- 
may and dealh. Braddoek, unable from tlie nature of 
the gmiind to charge with effect, and tno proud to re- 
I treat before nn enemy whom he rlepptseii, was aetively, 
■knd OS calmly as if upon panide, laboring to form his 
l^troops under a Bre which ilirraiened to annihilate every 
■■ihing withiu lla mnge. The event is well known. 

Upon the fall of Braddoek, the troops gave way. and, 
Kruasing the river, rejoined the rear guard of the nrmy, 
" r a defeat, which tiien had no parallel in Indian wai^ 
hre. Colonel Lewis afiirward M>rved as major ia 
iVashiiigton's regiment, and ranked peculiarly liigh io 
llie eetimation of his illustrious commander. He ao- 
Bompsnioil Grant in bis unfbrlunato masquerade, and 
Jn a hrave nttcm[)l with the colonial troops la retriei 
[the fiTtiine of the day, was wounded and made p 
J Uio French. While he and Gntnt were together 
Fort du Que?ne, upon parolo, a quarrel took place f 
''wBcn ihern, much to the amusement of the Frem 
Grftnt, in hi» dis|>aiches. had made Lewis theecai, 
tiid thrown the whole blame uf the defeat upon 

I truth, the only execution that was di 
1 by bis Virginia troops. Tho diapatcl 
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fell into the hands of some Indians, who brought them 
to the French comniauihiiit. Captain Lewis happened 
to be pre^ient when tfiey were opened, and was quickly 
informed of their contents. 

Without uttering a word, he went in search of Grant, 
reproached him with the falsehood, and putting his hand 
upon his sword, directed his former commander to draw 
and defend himself upon the spot Grant contemptu- 
ously refused to comply, upon which Licwis lost all 
temper, cursed him for a liar and a coward, and in the 
presence of two French officers spU in his face. Gen- 
eral Lewis's person considerably exceeded six feet in 
heiglit, and was at once strongly and handsomely 
formed. His countenance was manly and stem — 
strongly expressive of that fearlessness and energy of 
character which distinguished him through life. His 
manners were plain, cold, and unbending, and his con- 
versation short, pithy, and touching only upon the 
"needful." At the general treaty with the Lidian 
tribes, in 1763, General Lewis was present, and his fine 
militiiry appearance attracted great attention, and in- 
spired somewhat of axce among the more pacific depu- 
ties. The governor of New York declared that he 
"looked like the genius of the forest; and that the 
earth seemed to tremble beneatii his footsteps." 

Such as we have described him, he was now placed 
at the head of one thousand men, with orders to meet 
Dun more at Point Pleasant. Having wailed several 
days at Lewisbnrgh for Colonel Christian, without hear- 
ing from him, he determined no longer to delay his ad- 
vance. On the eleventh of September, he left Lewis- 
burgh, and without any adventure of importance, ar- 
rived at the concerted place of rendezvous. Dun more 
had not yet arrived, and Lewis remained several days 
in anxious expectation of his approach. At length he 
received dispatcheij from the governor, informing him 
that he had clianged his plan, and had determined to 
move directly ui)on the ^^cioto villages, at the same time 
ordering Lewis to cross the Ohio and join him. 

Although not much gratified at this sudden change 
of a plan which had been deliberately formed, Lewis 
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prepared to obpy, and had issuetl dirpcfions for the coikI 
etTiiction ofrafis, bonis, I'tc, in which to truss the Ohio 
when, on ihe morning of the tenth of October. i\ 
bis hunters came running ijito camp, with the intel 
gtoM that tt body of Indiana waa at hand, which — 
eiwi "fimr acres of ground." 

Upon this news, the p:eucnil (having firat lit his pipel 
directed his brother, Colonel Charles I^ewis, to nroceeti 
wilh his own regiment, and that of Colonel Fleming, 
and riK-iiniioiti'r the ground where (he enemy liad been 
Men, while he hold the reinaimli-r of the army r«-ady to 
support him. Colonel Chiirl*^ LewiH inslantly advanced 
in ine execution of his orders, and nt tlie ili»tance of a 
mile from camp, beheld a large bixiy of the emmv ad- 
vandug rapidly in hope of surpnaing the Virginian 
camp. The sun wa." just rising us the nncountur lo<tk 
place, and in a few tuinutea the action became 
and bloody. Colonel Charles Lewin licing much 

red, and in full uniform, was mortally wounded ei 
the action, as was Colonel Fleming, the seiom 
command. The troi.ps. having great confiiience in 
onel Lewis, were much diiiconrBge>i, and Iwing hi 
pressed by the enemy, at length gave way, aod attempt- 
ed lo regaiji the camp. At this critical moment. Gen- 
ii Lewis oniered up Field's regiment, which, coming 
nd'i-niely into action, reat^red the fortuncof the day. 
The Indians, in turn, were nmti'd,and compelhd to re- 
tiro to a spot where they had erected a rough breast- 
worli of JoCT, 

The action was fought in the narrow point of hind 
form'd by the junction of the Ohio and Ktnnwha. The 
Indian breastwork was fornaed from one river to tlio 
OtIifT. so a* to inclose the Virginians witliiii the point ; 
of ciiurw the breastwork formed the base, and the Vir- 
ginian camp the vcrtes of the triangle, of which the 
rivers were sides. Here they rallied in full force, and 
•p]N-an^d determined to abide the brunt of ibe Vii 
itui fbn'o. Logan, Cornstalk, Ftenipieo, Red 
and many other celehraleil chiei^ were present, and 
oft.'ii hi-ard loniily encouraging their warriors. ( 
Blolk, chief sachem of the Shuwnee!<, and leader of 



iiat^^^^ 



300 APPENDIX. 

northern confederacy, was particularly conspicuous. Ag 
the repeated etfbrts of the whites to carr}' the breast- 
work became more warm and determine<l, the Indian 
line began to waver, and several were seen to give way. 
Cornstalk, in a moment, was upon the spot, and was 
heard distinctly to shout, ** Be strong! Be strong! " in 
tones which rose above the din of the conflict. He 
buried his hatcliet in the head of one of his warriors, 
and indignantly shaming the rest, completely restored 
the battle, which raged until four o'clock in the after- 
noon, without any decisive result. The Virginians 
fought with distinguished bravery, and sufiered severely 
in those re|)eated charges upon the breastwork, but 
were unable to make any impression. The Indians, 
toward evening, dispatched a part of their force to 
cross both river?, in order to prevent the escape of- a 
man of the Virginians, should victory turn against 
them. 

At length General Lewis, alarmed at the extent of 
his loss and the obstinacv of the enoniv, determined to 
make an eff>rt to turn their flank with three companies 
and attack them in rear. Bv the aid of a small 

m 

stream, which empties into the Kenawha a short dis- 
tance above its mi)uth, and which at that time had high 
and biishv hanks, he was enal)led to train tiieir rear with 
a small force, C()mnmn<led by Captain (afierwanl gov- 
ernor) Isaac Shelbv. Cornstalk instantlv ordered a re- 
treat, which was perform d in a masterly manner, and 
witii a very slight h)ss, the Indians alternately advanc- 
ing and retreating in such a manner as to hold the whites 
in clieck until dark, when the whole bo»ly disappeared. 
The h)ss of the Viririnians was s^^vere, and aniountetl, 
in killed and wounded, to one-fourth of their whole num- 
ber. The Indian loss was comparatively trillinjr. The 
action was shortly followed by a treaty, at which all the 
chiefs were present except Logan, who refused to be in- 
cluded in it. lie wandered among the North-western 
tribes for several years, like a re^«tle-s spirit, and finallv, 
in utter reckles-^ne-s, became stronirlv addicted to iraniinor 
and the use of ardent sj)irit<. He wa- at h'nL'th mur- 
dered on a solitary journey from Detroit to the north- 
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ewtern part of Ohio, as i^ geuerally supposed, by hi| 
own nepliew. 

It i» n>it n little siiigiiliir thnt (he three celebrated I 
diiut chit-is who cuiiimunded \u tlie battle at the Poinl 
should all have been murdered, and that two of theiq 
ahould huvc met ilieir lale upon the tame (^pct whic 
^^■td uiiut-K>ed iheir biiive effvrts to repress the estensios' 
^Eif the white aeillenietite. Cornstalk and Eleniprico, his 
^Bbq, weru killed during a friendly visit (o Point Pleasant 
^Bb the suiumer of ITTo, only a few months nAer ihe ac< 
I^^ou. The circumstances attending the affair ore thus 
related by Colnuel Stewart: 

A Captain ArUnckle commsnded the garrbon of the 
fcrt erected st Puinl Pk-asant after the battle fought by 
^^ueral Lewis witli the Inditinii nt that place, iu Octo- 
1774. In tlie ^ucceeiling year, whtn the revolu- 
lonary war had (.-unimcnced. the agents of Great Britain 
»rted themarlves lu excite the Indians to hostility 
jainst the L'nitt-d &latt«. The mos^ of the i^havuees 
Uieriaine^l a strong animimty ngain^-t the Americans. 
jBnt two of their chiefs, Conibtidk ami Ked Hawk, not 
^ U'ticijiBting in that animorily, visited the garrison at 
the I'oiiil, where Arbut-kle continued to command. 
Colonel Stewart was at the post in the character of a 
Tolunieer, and whs an eye-wittier of the faits which ho 
elates. Cornstalk rcpn xinted his unwlllingneta to take 
I pnrt in ih-: war on the British Fide, but stated that his 
'ition, except hinipeif and hi* trihe, nere determined 
1 war with us, ami he snppiksed ihrtt he ami his people 
rould be c>n.n.-lh d t.- p.. w itb the etrt-ain. 

On this intimalioii. Arhnckle resilvnl to detain (he 

,Wo chiefs and a third Shawnee who came witii them to 

e flirt as hostafes, nniler the expecmlion ofprevenling 

jcreby any hostile •eff.>rla of the nation. On the day 

dbre ihe^e unfortunntf tndinns fell victims to lite fury 

.' the garrison, Elenipsico, the eon of Cornstalk, re- 

iired to Point Pleawiiil for the purpose of visiting hit , 

^ther, and on the next day two men belonpin^ to ike^ J 

Khme names were Hamilton an<l Gillmnre 

1 Ketiiiwha, intending U) hunt in th' 

beyond it On tiielr relucn from hunting, some Indiai 
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who had come to view the position at the Point, con- 
cealed themselves in the weeds near the mouth of the 
Kenawha, aud killed Gill more while endeavoring to 
• pass them. Colonel Stewart and Captain Arbuckle 
were standing on the opposite bank of the river at that 
time, and were surprised that a gun had been fired so 
near the fort, in violation of orders which had been is- 
sued inhibiting such an act 

Hamilton ran down the bank and cried out that Gill- 
more was killed. Captain Hall commanded the com- 
pany to which Gillmore l>elonged. His men leaped into 
a canoe, and hastened to the relief of Hamilton. They 
brought the body of Gillmore, weltering in blood and 
the head scalped, across the river. The canoe had 
scarcely reached the shore, when Hall's men cried out, 
"Let us kill the Indians in the fort!'' Captain Hall 
placed himself in front of his soldiers, and they as- 
cended the river's bank, pale with rage, and carrying 
their loaded firelocks iu their hands. Colonel Stewart 
and Captain Arbuckle exerted themselves in vain to dis- 
suade these men, exasperated to madness by the specta- 
cle of Gillmore's corpse, fiom the cruel deed which they 
contemplated. They cocked their guns, threatening 
those gentlemen with instant death if they did nut desist, 
and rushed into the fort. 

The interpreter's wife, who had been a captive among 
the Indians and felt an affection for them, ran to their 
cabin and informed them that Hall's soldiers were ad- 
vancing with the intention of tiiking their lives, because 
they believed that the Indians who killed Gillmore had 
come with Cornstalk's s<m on the preceding day. This 
the young man solemnly denied, and averred that ho 
knew nothing of them. His father, perceiving that Ele- 
nipsico was in great agitation, encourapred him, and ad- 
vised him not to fear. *'If the Great ^!^pirit," said he, 
*'has sent you here to be killed, you ou^ht to die like a 
man!" As the soldiers approached the door, Cornstalk 
rose to meet them, and receivetl seven or eii^ht balls, 
whieh instiintly terminated his existence. His son was 
shot dead in the seat which he occupied. The Red 
Hawk made an attempt to climb the chimney, but fell 



hrthp fireof BomcofHiiira men. "The otber Indian," 
Miys Coliinol Stpnart. "waw pliinnerully miiugled, i 
gricvod to fCe hiiu so long djiii|r." 



ST. CLAIR'S OFFICIAL LKTTER. 

"Fort WiBHisdTON, Knvnabrr 0, 1791. 
"Sir: Yesterday afternoon tlio reniaiuB of the i 
under my cominaud got bnck to thi» plnre, and I hai _ 
uow the painful task to give an account of a warm wnji 
as iinfortunale an acdon as almost any that haa bee^fl 
fought, in whicli every corps was engngei) and worsted 
zcejit the first rejriment, that had bten detached upon 
, pcrviw tiiat I hud tlie honor to inform you of in mj 
ut di»]iatch, and had not joined me. 

"On the third inst. the army had reached a crefk 
ibout twelve yHrds wide, running lo tlie southnard of 
iwt, whii'h I lielifvo to have been the river St. Mary 
bat pmjitii'B into the Miami of ihe lake ; arrived at the 
itistft nboul four oVloclt in ihe atlcmoon, liaving 
Darched uenr nine miles, and were immeilialely en- 
■mped upon a t^tnjimtnding piece of ground in two 
^^jies. ha\-ing the above-mentioned crei-k m fionf. Tho 
richt wing, composed ofButler'f , L'lark'a, and Patterson's 
Btlalionit, commttndcil I>y Major- General Butler, formed 
lie first linp, and the If'ft wiiig, consi.tiiug of Brdingci- 
nd Galthrr's Inttalionf, and ihe second regiment, eoin- 
landed hy Colonel Darke, formed ihc Eicond line, with 
■I inlcrvnl hetneen lliem of aliout seventy yards, which 
tBS all the ground would allow, 

"The rigiit flank was pretty well secured liy the 
reek, a ^tcpp tmnk. and Faulkner's corna. Pnme of the 
ftvalry and their pickets covered the led flank. Tho 
lilitia were iwnt over tho creek, and advaneid alHint 
Dtxpiarti-r of a miln. and encamped in the vame onler. 
'hen- were a few Tudiaiin whn appeared on the <ippi>Mto 
ld« of the ernek, but fle<l with ttie utniMt prFcipiiatiun 
u the advance of the niililia. At lliis place, which I 
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judged to be about fifteen miles from the Miami villages, 
1 had determined to throw up a slight work, the plan 
of which was concerted that evening with Major Fergu- 
son^ wherein to have deposited the men's knapsacks, and 
every thing else that was not of absolute necessity, and 
to have moved on to attack tlie enemy as soon as the 
first regiment was come up ; but they did not i)ermit me 
to execute either, for on the fourth, about half an hour 
before sunrise, and when the men had been just dis- 
missed from the parade (for it was a constant practice to 
have them all under arms a considerable time before 
daylight), an attack was made upon the militia, who 
gave way in a very little time and rushed into camp 
through M'ljor Butler's battalion, which, together with 
part of Clark's, they threw into considerable disorder, 
and which, notwithstanding the exertions of both these 
officers, was never altogether remetiied. 

*'Tiie Indians followed close at their heels; the fire, 
however, of the front line checked them ; but almost 
instantaneously a very heavy attack be<^an upon that 
line, and in a few minutes it was extended to the second 
likewise. The great weight of it wa^ directed ajxainst 
the center of each, where the artillery was placed, and 
from which the men were repeatedly driven with great 
slauL^hter. Finding no great eft*.;ct from the fire, and 
confusion beginning to spread from the great number 
of men who were fallen in all quarters, it became neces- 
sary to try what could be done with the bayonet. 

** Lieutenant-Colonel Darke was accordiuirlv ordered 
to make a charge, with a part of the second line, and to 
turn the left flank of the enemv. This was executed 
with great spirit, and at first promised much success. 
The Indians instantly gave way, and were driven hack 
three or four hundred yanls ; but lor want of a sutiicient 
number of riflemen to pursue this advantage, they soon 
returned, and the troops were obliged to give back in 
their turn. At this moment tliey had ent<?red our camp 
by the left flank, having pursued back the troops that 
were posted there. 

*' Another charge was made here by the second regi- 
ment, Butler's and Clark's battalions, with equal effect, 




i it was rppentfd eeveral times, and always with !itio< J 
' I hII iif tliciii mmiy nieu were Iobi, and par- J 
[%culariy the oHic^rs, wlnih, nith ^oine raw troops, was f 
a lo.-'^ ulto^eiher invineiliitltle. In tliat I just «pi<ke of, \ 
insile by [lit? second regiment, anil Butler's baitallnn, .1 
Sliijiir Biill«-r was (langerniidly wminded. and every 
otficcr of llie ciHi.in.f n^imeiil fell, except three, one 
wliii-h, C'n|ifiiin Greiit^m, was shot through the body. 

" Otir artillery beln}; now silenced, and all the offieera j 
killed escupt Captain Ford, who was Uadly woundtd, 
ftaun- ttiiin halt' i>f the army fulltn, being cut otf from J 
, it became necessary to nttonipt the regaining J 
!, «n<l to malco a retreat if jwssililc. To this purpoaal 
i r<:mains of the army was formei) a^ well aa 

luld admit, toward the right of the enuLinp- 

kent; from which, by the way of thean'onil line, another 

^^ ^e wns made upin\ tli<; eiieniy, as if with the ilesign 

fit turning their right flank, but it was in fuct to giiia 

thf roail. This was eflectcd, and ns soon as it wu^opcn ' 

the militia i-nU'rtd it, follonrd by the troops, Major 1 

Clark, with his hatlnlitm, oivcrrng the renr. I 

'* Till? retn-Ht in those circuniFfcinces wa?, you mav be i 

sure, a pre<-ipilate one. It «ns in fact a flight. The I 

ciimp mill the artillery nere uliaiidontd ; hut that v 

unavotduhic, for not a hor^e was left alivt; to hnrfl J 

L 11 it «(r had it oihern i«e been pmi-ti cable. But J 

t iniiet diat:ra<'eftil part uf the husuie«s is, that iht J 

Mtrsl part of the men threw antiy their nririe and uo-] 

iatermi-ut«. even afler the pursuit (whiih i-unliiiued] 

Vitit four miUj) hud eeai«d. 

" ! fiiund the road altewed with them for many miles, I 

lat was not able 10 remeily it : for having had all my J 

1 kdleil. and th'ing mounted u{>on one that cotilal 

t be prieked out of a walk, I could not get forward I 

fcjself, and tJie orders I sent furward, either lo halt ihfti 

ml, or prevent tlie men from parting with tlieir arms, f 

re duatiendi-'d to, I 

" The rout continued quite to Fort Jeflcnmn, twenty- I 

! mi'i-e, which ««.* nnclicd a little aflcr snnsrt. j 

• actiou began about hall' an hour bcfor? sunri 

d the retreat was altcinpled at half past nine o'clock. I 
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" I have not yet been able to get the returns of the 
killed and wounded ; but Major-General Butler, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Oldham, of the militia. Majors Feigo- 
8on, Hart, and Clark, are among the former* 

" I have now, sir, finished my melancholy tale ; a ttle 
that will be felt, sensibly felt, by every one that has 
8ym|)athy for private distress, or for public misfortuoe. 
I have nothing, sir, to lay to the charge of the troops 
but their want of discipline, which, from the short time 
they had been in service, it was impossible they should 
have acquired, and which rendered it very difficult, when 
they were thrown into confusion, to reduce them again to 
order, and is one reason why the loss has fallen so heavily 
upon the officers, who did every thing iu their power to 
effect it. Neither were my own exertions wanting ; but 
worn down with illness, and suffering under a painful 
disease, unable either to mount or dismount a horse 
without assistance, they were not so great as they other- 
wise would, or perhaps ought to have been. 

** We were overpowered by numbers ; but it is no 
more than justice to observe that, though composed of 
so many different species of troops, the utmost harmony 
prevailed through the whole array during the campaign. 

** At Fort Jefferson I found the first regiment, which 
had returned from the service they had been sent upon, 
without either overtaking the deserters, or meeting the 
convoy of provisions. I am not certain, sir, whether I 
ought to consider the absence of this regiment from the 
field of action as fortunate; for I very much doubt 
whether, had it been in the action, the fortune of the 
day had been turned; and if it had not, the triumph 
of the enemy would have been more complete, and the 
country would have been destitute of means of defense. 

** Taking a view of the situation of our broken troops 
at Fort Jefferson, and that there were no provisions in 
the fort, I called on the field officers for their advice 
what would be proper further to be done; and it was 
their unanimous opinion, that the addition of the first 
regiment, unbroken as it was, di<l not put the army on 
so respectable a footing as it was in the morning, be- 
cause a great port of it was now unarmed ; that it had 
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found iinecjuul tn the enemy, and should thoj* coma I 









iilxilili.', would oe luund 



>ul(l not lie ihru 



a tl.e f..rt. Ixca 



> Bjniiii ; ttiat I 



e it I 
1 it; tliat J 



WHH liH) eiiiull, and [liere ( 
pruvieiuna wi're known ti) be tijio. 
tiuit» uf onv, or at most two, iiian-lies ; that, tliereforc, ^ 
t would li« progier (o move wiiljuut loss of time lu meet ' 
~ B provUunB, wliin the men niiglit liave tlie Ruoner an 
Dortumi; of aume retVeshmeiit, and tliat a proper de- 
ihmoiii migiit be «eut bock with it, to linvc il BHfely 
Ihnited in tlie fort. 

"Thifi at! vice was accepted, and the army was put in 

Dtiofl at len o'clock, and nmrclied all night, and (he 

__ i<cecdinf; day mot with a quantiiyoi' flour; part of it 

waa di«tnbiued immediately, pan taken back lo sup- I 

ply the army on tJie uiareh to Fort Hamilton, and tliS 1 

rt^mainder, about fitly liurfe-loads, tent Ibivvaid to Fort J 

^Jeflferson. 

"" " I have said, sir, in the furmer pari of my communis 
1, thai we were overpowered by ntimlHTs ; of that, 1 
ver, I bad no other evidence but the wcidit of tiifl ■ 
N, which was always n mot-t ilcadly one, and generally ' 
blivered from the ground, few of the enemy ehowine 
Mmselvea on foot, cxicpt whin they were charged, aud 
II a few minntr^ our whole cnmp, which ixtendi'd 
wve tliree hundred and fifty yiirds in lengtb, 
itirely eurroumled and altnckiil on all miiirti-rs. 
" The itifs, Hir, the public bus sustaintif bv the full of 1 
^ many otlieere. particularly Gcnernl Butler niid Mft- 
r PtM^uaon, can not lie too much regretted ; but il is 
I circumstance) that will allcvlute the misfortune in 
mcnsurc, that all of ibem loll most gallatilly do- 
icir duty. 1 huve the honor to be, nir, your most 
■nt servnjit, 

'■AnTHt-R .St, Clair. 
fe'HoK. SKCHKTj>ny or Wak." 

I^Upon a review of thn chapter coniaining i^t. Clair's I 
Ibat, the author is aware that lie will probably be I 
u-ged with undue (Mirtiiilirv, and perhaps with a m» I 
ICQient of fack', purtlonLir^y iis it rclatea to the tbrcs 1 
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of the Indian army. Mr. Marshall, in his life of 
Wusliington, reduces the Indian force to an equalitj 
with St. Cldr, and Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, appeon 
to be of the same opinion. That chapter was written 
before I had particularly referred to these excellent au- 
thorities, and my own statement of the Indian forc^ 
was. taken from a book entitled '* Indian Wars " which 
profes.«e3 to have derived it from the acknowledgment 
of the Indians themselves. Upon reflection, I am sat- 
isfied that the gentlemen above mentioned are correct, 
and only regret that the error, into which I was led by 
insufficient authority, can not now be remedied. 

In a private letter from Colonel McKee, the Indian 
agent, to Colonel EuLcland, at Detroit, the Indian force 
assembled at the " Fallen Timber," a few days before 
the battle, is estim:ited at *'oyi« fhoumnd men I** The 
letter cimclud&s with an earnest demand for reinforce' 
inenfs! Ten days iitlerward the battle was fou«rlit, 
within which period it is difficult to believe that large 
reinforcements could arrive from the upper lakes, the 
only source from which they were expected. It is abso- 
lutely certain, tliat t!ie Inilian force opposed to Wayne 
did not exceed fifteen hundreil men, althoup:h their 
whole stren<^th was as^emMini. From this data, it 
would seem impossible that the forc«» emplo\-ed against 
Sl Clair (more hastily collectetl and at sliorter warn- 
ing) could have excee<led twelve or fifteen hundred 
men. Mr. Marshall, although evidently disposed to do 
that unfortunate gentleman every justice, is neverthe- 
less, tolerably severe in his strictures uj>on the order of 
battle. 

He particularly censures him for posting the militia 
in front, in order to receive th(i first shock, and con- 
ten<ls that they should have l)een formed in the center 
of the square, in order to reinfirce such parts of the 
line as gjive away. This, as the event turned out, would 
probably have l)een better than the measure actually 
adopted, but St. Clair, at the time, only conformed to 
the rule then established, and universally practiced. 
Militia was always advanced in front of regulars, and 
never incorporated with them. This was uniformly 
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le by WaBhincton. hy Green (except upon one occa- 
_ I, when lie pTaceil lliein in the renr iis n re>erve, 
id. when they were wanted, found them too much 
frightened to be of any use), and by every gentral who . 
employed them. We criticise St. Clair by ijie light of j 
forty years' additional experience in Indian waifare, 
which, at the time of his defent, was not ^n well under- 1 
at least m far as relates to the employment of [ 






he doM encampment of the troops was certainly I 
highly improper, as battle was expected, and for bntile 1 
he shouUI have been always pre|iare(l. For ihe rest, 1 
we can see no room for blame. That no general chai;ge 1 
was mnile, is true, for the simple reason that the troiii«, f 
being totally rain, iwilil not be brought to vniU in one, i 
although every possible exerlioii was made by officer? aa i 
bnivp and intelligent as any in America. And evm if ] 
one could have been made, there is every rwisiin to be- 
lieve that the event of the action wmikl have bi'en the 
same. The Indians would have given way, but their 
rrtreaimg fire was as fiitul as nny other, and, had the 
regular* followed ihroiigliout the day, ihi-v could not , 
have overtaken llicm. and, without a sufficient Uidy of J 
cavalry, coulil have made no impression ui>on bo light- 1 
foutal and irregular an enemy. f 

That a general chnigv sucntded under Wayne, ul 
jfrne. Itut how ilifrcn.-nt were ihe circumstances I ] 
Wayne was the wmaUanl; Sl ('Inir was attacked i 
!denly. and umicr great di sad I'an tapes Wayne mor»l 
than' doubled hin cnituy in n«mb-r>'; St Clair was, tAM 
l>e«l,only eniml to his. And, what made an iiiculculabl»r 
^ifiei^nce, Wayne was in pusveBsion of a poweiful body; 
of moiititvd m'l-n, who alone cxceeilcd the whole bod/* 
if Indians in the field. Ileit advantages pained by the^ 

tyonet conUI Ix- pretsed by a numerous cavalry. Thvl 
liani were nwai-e of all these ciicnniBtniices; thcyt 
leld thu mot'ement of (he mounieil mm, in order ttfl 

irn Uietr position, and. finding ihcmst-lvcs charged ial 

leir coverts, instiintty fled, but whether Inmi fear off 

bayonets of the infantrj- or the more nipid movw 

ltd of the horse, is a question which might admifV 
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of discussion. Had Wayne enoonntered them with the 
bayonet alone, they would (as in St. Clair's case) have 
fled, but, like the ancient Parthians, their flight would 
have been as fatal as their advance. I have not the 
slightest di»position to detract from the well-merited 
£Gime of Wayne. His whole movements, during the 
campaign, displayed a boldness, vigor, and decision 
whicii the miserable decrepitude of St Clair forbade him 
to exert; but it can not be denied that he fought with 
means inconiparablv beyond those of his predecessor. 
N. B. — Greneral I^U Clair was of the opinion that his 
defeat occurred upon the St Mary, and it is so stated 
in hid official dispatch. It is incorrect The action was 
fought upon a small tributary-stream of the WabasL 



INDIAN MANNERS. 

THE CHASE. 

The following numbers are chiefly collected from 
Lewis & Clarke and Major Long's Journal: 

" When the trading and planting occupations of the 
people are terminated, and provisions begin t«) fail them, 
which occurs generally in June, the chiefs assemble a 
council for the purpose of deliberating upon farther 
arrangements necessary to be made. This assembly 
decrees a feast to be prepared on a certain day, to 
wliieh all the distinguished men of the nation are to be 
invited, and one of their number is appointed to have 
it prepared in his own lodge. On the return of this 
individual to his dwelling, he petitions his squaws to 
have pity on him, and proceed to clean and adjust the 
de[)artment; to spread the mats and skins for seat<«, and 
to collect wood, and bring water for cooking. He re- 
quests them to provide three or four large kettles to 
prepare the maize, and to kill their fattest dog for a 
feast. The squaws generally murmur at this last propc 
sition, being reluctant to sacrifice these auimflls, which 
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■e nf great tiervice to Ihem in CRming burdens, like 
the diiju:^ m' the erratic Turliirs; but when they are in- 
ionaed of the lionor ihut awuiie them, of feusting u]l 
the ilistiuguishei) men, they uuilertake their duties with 
pride aud 8ati[>fii(^tlun. 

" When they hiive perfurined their part, the eqnnwe 
gire notice to tiie husbimd, who thiii culls two or three 
«hl public criers to his lud^. He invites them to be 
«eated near him, and, olU-r tlie ceremony of smoking, 
■he a<li]res.-<es iliem in a low voice, directing them to 
pwe tlirough tlie village and invite the individual 
whom he names to tlii^ni, lo honor him, by their lira' 
d)ce, at the feiut whiih is now prepared. ' Bpealc i 
S low voice.' saya he. 'and tell tliem lo bring I* 
bowla and spor.ns.' The criera, having thus rt-ce 
their iiiBtnKiionB. sally out together, ami, in con 
Blng aloud, an tliey pHw in various directioua thn 
thu villiige. In tl')i» song of invitaiion, the nnni« 
rII the elect an? mentioned. Having performed tlj 
dnty, they return to tlie lodge, and are wxjn followAj 
bv the chiefs and warriors. The host seats himself i 
tiie b»ck part of the Imlge, fiicing tlie entrance, wlie 
'he. remains durinpr the cerentony. If the h(»<t is 
vested with the lii^'iiity <if chief, he dii'ects iho^e 
enter when- to seat themselves, so that the chiefs 
he arranged on one t'liic, mid the warriors on the ol 
if ho is a warrior, he tents ibe princifuil chie& of the 
village by his aide, who whixper, in his car, the aitun- 
ttim which lho.'« who enter ought to occupy: this iiitt- 
matiou is repeated aloud by ilie host; when (he ^ 
are all armntied, the pipe is lighted, aud the iuilispc 
sable ceremony of smoking proceods. 

The principal chief then rise«. and, extending I 
expitndoi hand toward each in succesf^ion, givefi thimks 
" ihem indivichially, by nnnie, for tlio hunor of thi-ir 
ini]>uny, and requests their patient attention to what 
t is aliout to say. He thcti proceeds somewhat in the 
fnllowing manner: — 'Friends and relatives, we are at ^ 
flembled bore for the puii>o.-e of consulting respecti^ 
the proper coui^e to pursue in onr next hunting e 
whether the quautitr of provisious at pr 
28 
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on hand will justify a determination to remain here to 
weed our maize.' If it be decided to depart imme- 
diately, the subject to be then taken into view will be 
the direction, extent, and object of the route. 

'' Having thus dLsclosed the business of the council, 
he is freouently succeeded by an old chief, who thanks 
him for iiis attention to their wants, and advises the 
assembly to pay great attention to what he has said, as 
he is a man of truth, of knowledge, and bravery. He 
further assures them, that they have ample cause to re- 
turn thauks to the Great Wahconda for having sent 
such a man among them. 

"The assembly then take the subject into their con- 
sideration, and, after much conversation, determine 
upon a route, which the principal chief proposes in a 
speech. This chief, previous to the council, is careful 
to ascertain the opinions and wishes of his people, and 
speaks accordingly. 

"He sometimes, however, meets with opposition from 
persons who propose other hunting-grounds; but their 
discourses are filled with compliments to \\\^ sujx?rior 
knowledge and good sense. Tlip proceedings of the 
council are uniformly conducted with Uie mod perfect 
good order and decorum, 

*^ Each speaker carefully abstains from militating against 
the sensibility of any of his hearers: and uncourteous ex- 
pressions toward each otfier^ on Uiese occasions, are never 
lieard. Generallyy at each pause of the sjyeaJcer, the 
audience testify their approbation, almid, by the interjec- 
Hon HEii ! and as t)\ey believe Viat lie has a just right 
to his oicn opinions, however absurd they may appear to 
be, and opposite to Uieir own, the expre^ion of them 
excites no reprehension; and, if they can not approve, 
Viey do not condemn, unless urged by necessity. 

**The day assigned for their departure having ar- 
rived, the squaws load their horses and d(»gs, anil place 
as great a weight upon their own backs as they caii 
conveniently transport; and, after having closed the 
entrancas to their several habitiitions, by placing a 
considemble quantity of brushwood before them, the 
whole nation departs from the village. 
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"Thp mm Bcatter nhoiit in evpry liirectidii, to recoit>9 

nnitcr llie country for cntmics and (ifime: but nolt| 

withstanding the conflant iiciivitj' of the liuiiten, tliol 

~ eojile often endure sevpre privnliun from noiit iif food, Y 

Kviously to tlteir nrriral witiiin vicn- of the hi^oiiSf ] 

1 interval of filVeii or twenty days. I 

" On comini? in stplit of iho herd, ihe hnnt.'rs speak I 

ly lo ihrir hi)i>es: n|>]ilyin;; to them the eniicaringi 

11 of rather. Iirother, iinclp, etc. ; they petition them V 

k>l to iVar thebul!iiloe$, hut to run well.aiiit keep clossl 

Kto them, but at the satne time to avoid lieing gored. I 

The party linving approaehe>l as near to the honl u3 

they tiiip|Mise the animals will permit, without taking! 

Uk! nlarm, thev hall, to give the pipe-tH-nrer an oppor-J 

lliiiity nf smoking; which U rnnfiderct! netwwirr tol 

"leir BUccntM. He light* his piiH-, and remains a ehort| 

tae witli his head inclined, and the stem nf the pipe 

tvndi'd toward the licni. He then smokM, and puffl 

I smoke ^>Hard the buflaloes, toward the heavengl 

i Ihe earth, and finally to the ojirdinal points sue. 1 

wively. Th«-« liist they (tiFlinguifh by iho terms, [ 

itiri)a>, 8Utitx.-t, eidil cinit)lri', and warm cimnlry ; i>r 

they di'M^nuU: iheni roliue lively by the phrase of the 
four winds. 

"The rercmonv of smoking being performed, the 
word for starting is i;ivi^u hy the principal chief. They 
imnicdiatirly iriiarnie into two hands, who pass in full 
■■jioeil to the right and li-ft, and perform a cimMderablelf 
circuit, wiih tiie ol)je>-t of inclosing the herd, at a o 
aiderahlc intrrvnl hclwci-ii lh(tni. They then cloae 1: 
upon the nninmli, and i-aeh tnnn endeavors lo kill b 
mnnv nf them as his opportunity permits. 

"U U u{Nin this oceiiHii>n that the Indiana disnlai 
their lii>rAi-innn''hip and dextt-rity hi aruhtry. WhiH| 
in full run, tikry dii»t'hargt> \hv arrow with an aim v 
muidi ctTtnlnly, hi that it poni'tnttes the boily of the an* 
imnl Iwhind tli'i* dhoulder. If >t should not bury I^e1f M 
dii'ply an lh«y winh. they are often known to ride uH 
(II Oir enragi'il aiiimiil and withdraw it. They olie«-rvfl 
Ihi' diret-tiiin and depth to which the arrow enters, iq 
order tu atccrtain whether or not the wound ta morUM 
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of which they can judge with a considerable degree of 
exactness ; when a death wound is inflicted the hunter 
raises a shout of exultation, to prevent others from pur- 
suing the individual of which he considers himself cer- 
tain. He then passes on in pursuit of another, and so 
on until his quiver is exhausted^, or the game has fled 
beyond his farther pursuit. 

** The force of the arrow, when discharged by a dex- 
terous and athletic Indian, is very great ; and we were 
even credibly informed that, under favorable circum- 
stances, it has been known to pass entirely through 
the body of a bufiklo, and actually to fly some distance, 
or fall to the ground, on the opposite side of the animal. 

" Notwithstanding the apparent confusion of this en- 
gagement, and that the same animal is sometimes feath- 
ered by arrows from different archers before he is dis- 
patched, or considered mortally wounded, jet, as each 
man knows his own arrows from all others, and can also 
estimate the nature of the wound, whether it would pro- 
duce a speedy death to tlie animal, quarrels respecting 
the right of property in the prey seldom occur, and it 
is consigned to th(3 more fortunate individual, whose 
weapon penetrated tlie most vital part. The chase 
having terminated, each Indian can trace back his de- 
vious route to the starting place, so as to recover any 
small article he may have lost. 

** A fleet horse, well trained to hunt, runs at the pro- 
per distance, with the reins thrown upon his neck, par- 
allel with the buffalo, turns as he turns, and does not 
cease to exert his speed until the shoulder of the animal 
is preseiite 1, and the fatal arrow is implanted there. He 
then complies with the motion of his rider, who leans to 
one side in order to direct his course to another buffalo. 
Such horses as these are reserved by their owners ex- 
clusively for the chase, and are but rarely subjected to 
the drudgery of carrying burdens. 

** When the herd has escaped, and those that are only 
wounded or disabled are secured, the hunters proceed 
to fl ly and cut up the slain. Every eatable part of the 
animal is carried to the camp and preserved, excepting 
the feet and the head; but the brains are taken from 
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flknll for t)ie purpose of dressing the skin, or con- 
^ iuc it.iutfi IikUiui leather." 
In dfAcenditig the Ontiitiagiin Kiver, which falls into 
Lake Superior, Mr. Suhookroft says: "Our Indian 
guides sii>p|>e<l on llie east side of lli« river to examtus 
a be^irffill that hud heeo pn'viuuKly set, and were over- 
jiiyeil to find ulur^e bear enlramwd. Aflit was no great 
distance from llir river, we all landed tii enjoy the t^lght. 
Tlieanimul sut upon li is fore paws, Ikeing tw, the hinder 
paw.1 h<riiig )irf»^l lo Uil' ground by a heavy weight of 
logs, wliicti liad been arranged in tuch a manner as to 
allow ihe l)ear to creep under, and when, by sizing tha | 
bail, he lutd (iprungthe trap, he could not extricate nitn- 
»olf, alihdugli Willi hU furu paws he had demolished a 
part »f the works. Alter viewing liim for sume time, 
a hall Hiis tired ihniugh his head, but did not kill hira. 
'I'he Ix'sr kept his tH)<ili<in, and seemed to gruwl in de- 
iiiiiice. A second Ihitl was aimed at ihc heart, and took 
eflb/'t; but he did nnt re,-ign the contest immediately, 
anil w» nt libit dispiitclied with an ax. As Boon M 
tlio bear fell, one iif ihe Indians walked up, iiiid address- 1 
ing him by the name of Muckwah, shook him by th« 
raw with a smiling cuuntenuiice, saying, iu the Indian 
language, he was sorry he had been under the nece*- 
■ity of killing bim, and hoped the uflense would be for- 

n, particularly as Long-kuife* had fired one of the : 

'■"t 

THEIR I>ASfES. 

All tboir dances are distingui.->bed by approprlata i 
name>, such as the war dance, the scalp dance, the buf- 
falo dance, the beggar's dance, etc. Iu Major Long's 
Journal, the beggar's dance is thus deseribtfcf: "About 
one hundred Ottoes, together with a deputation of the 
lowiiy nation, who had iM^en sninnioned by Major O'Fal- 
lon (Indian agent f<ir the Government of the United 
Stutes), presented themselves at our cump. The prin- 
cipal chiefe ailvanced before their people, and, upon in- 
vitation, seated ibemselves. Afti^r a short interval of 
silence, Shooga-Tiinga, the Big Horse, a large, portly 
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1 Scboolcran'B Journal, p- 183. 
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Indian, of a comnianding presence, arose, and said, ' Mj 
father, jour children huve come to dance before your 
tent, agreeably to our cu&tom of honoring brave or di»t 
tinguisheKl persons.' 

"After a suitable reply firom Iblajor O'Fallon, the 
amusement of dancing was commenced by the striking 
up of their rude instrumental and vocid masic, the 
former consisting of a gong made of a hirge keg, over 
one end of which a skin was stretched, wliich was struck 
by a small stick ; and another instrument consisting of 
a stick of firm wood, notched like a saw, over the teeth 
of which a smaller stick was rubbed forcibly backward 
and forward. With these, rude as they were, very good 
time was preserved with the vocal per£»rmer8, who sat 
around them ; and by all the natives as they sat, in the 
inflection of their bodies, or the movements of their 
limbs. After the lapse of a little time, three individu- 
als leaped up, and danced around i'or a lew minutes; 
then, at a concerte.l signal from the mast<?r of ceremo- 
nies, the music ceased and they retired to their beats, 
uttering a loud noise, which, by patting the mouth r.ijv 
idly with tho hand, was brokoii inU> a succes-ion of 
similar sounds, soni.^what like the hurried barking of 
a dog. Several seuj of dancers succeeiled, each termi- 
nating as the first. 

•* In the intervals of the dances, a warrior would step 
forward and strike a flag-staff they had ere<»tefl with 
a stick, whip, or other weapon, and recount his martial 
deeds. This ceremony is cidlcil ** striking the po.<t,''* 
and whatever is then said, may l)e relied on as truth, 
being delivered in ths ])resonce of many a jealous war- 
rior and witness, who could easilv detect, and would 
immediately disgrace the striker, for cxnggeration and 
falsehood. This is culled the beggar's dance, during 
which some presents are always expected by the per- 
formers, as tobacco, whisky, or trinkets. But, on this 
occasion, as none of these articles were immediately 
offered, the amusement was not, at first, distinguisheil 
by much activity. The master of ceremonies contiuu- 

* Of thla an ezplaDoUon wiU hereafter be given. 
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Pjr called almiil lo lliem to exert tlicrriFclvci; but ^ttllJ 
ewliiit ijull iind buckivanl. letaii (the I 
[noiiie^i) now stepped forward and hit 
B post with lii^ wliip, dccluring that lie would thua 1 
puiiisli those who would not dance. 

"TIiM threat, frora one whom Ihey had vesled i 
^ftUlhorily for this ocfasioii, hud a nianift'st eHect upon. 1 
^Hb BudiloTS, who wt-te presently highly wrought up by I 
^^Bk sight iif tt\o or three little mouiiils uf toh:ic(o twists, 1 
^^Rich Wttra now lBi<l l>efore them, and ai>peai'ed to in- ■ 
^^tee new life. After lushing the post, and making h' 
threat, Iitun went ou tu relate his martial exploits. 
He had utolen horrea, seven or eight tiiues, from the 
Kuiizas ; he hnil iirst struck the bodies of three of that 
nation (ilain in battle. He had Btuieii hoD'ee from the 
letan iiatiun, and liail struck one <>{ their dead. He 
had stolen horses from the Pawnees, and struck tlie 
bixiy of one Pawnee Loup, He had stolen horses, 
several times, from the Onmwbaws, and once from the ' 
Pimctia. He had Ptruek the bodits of two Sioux. Onl 
a war i>arly, in MmiMuy with iho Pa^Tites, he had! 

Ittacked ilie ^panianU. and penetrated into one of ibeir 
uipi. The tiipiiiiiardti, exco|>l a man and a boy, fl«l. 
B was at a dUtnuLi.- before his |>arty, and was thot at 
M nii>«Ml by tlie man, wh<»m he imnit-dijilely whot 
prn and struik. 'Thi:', mv father,' said be, 'h the 
dy Duiriial act of my life lliat I am ashamed of,' 
r" Aller several rounds of dancing, and of t'tiiking at 
la post, the Miiikrta, or the Little t-oldier, a w^^wom 
eteran, toi>k his turn In Eirike the |>08t. He leaped 
actively alvuit, and straiueil his voice to the utmuet 
pitrli, while be jmrtrayeil gome of the scenes of blood 
in whiirh he hud uotcd. He huil struck dead bodies of 
nil the red nations nronnd, Osiiges, KonzKs, Pawnee ' 
L"U}», Pawnee Rep u hi i runs, (Irniid Pawnees. Piiiicas, 1 
Omawbaw«, Kioux, Puducaa, La Plais or Ualdheadf, I 
leians, 8n'-a, Fnxcs, nnd loways. He had struck eight 1 
of one itntKin, seven of another, etc. He was procred. I 
ing with hix ner-ouiit. when lelan ran up to him, put bu 1 
hand unnn his ntotitb, and re^pcttully bd him lu bial 
^^Mt. Tills act was no trifling couiplimeut paid lo the I 
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vell-koown brave. It indicated, that he had still so 
many glorious acts to si)eak of that he would occupy so 
much time as to prevent otherd from speaking, and put 
to shame the other warriors by the contrast of his ac- 
tions with theirs. 

''Their pliysical action is principally confined to 
leaping a small distance from the ground, with both 
feet, the body being slightly inclined ; and, upon alight- 
ing, an additional sliglit but sudden inclination of the 
bixly is made, so as to appear like a 8Ucce8:iion of jerks; 
or the feet are raised alternately, the motions of the 
body being the same. Such are their movements, in 
which the whole party corresponds; but in the figures, 
as they are termed in our assembly rooms, each indi- 
vidual performs a separate part, and each part is a 
significant pantomimic narrative. In all their variety 
of action they are careful to observe the musical ca- 
dences. In tills dance, letan represents one who was 
in the act of stealing hoi-ses. He carrie<i a whip in his 
hand, as did a considerable number of the Iiuliuns, and 
around his neck were thrown several leather thongs, 
for bridles and halters, the ends of which traileii on 
the ground behind him. 

* 'After many preparatory maneuvers, he stooped down 
and, with his knife, represented the act of cutting the 
hopples of horses; he then rode his tomahawk as chil- 
dren ride their broomsticks, making such use of his 
whip as to indicate the necessity of rapid movement, 
lest his foes should overtake him. Wa-sa-ba-jing-ga, or 
Little Black Bear, after a variety of gestures, threw 
several arrows, in succession, over his head, thereby 
indicating his familiarity with the flight of such mis- 
siles; he, at the same time, covered his eyes with his 
hand, to indicate that he was blind to danger. Others 
represented their maneuvers in battle, seeking their 
enemy, discharging at him their guns and arrows, 
etc., etc. Most of the dancers were the principal war- 
riors of the nation, men who had not condescended 
to amuse themselves or others, in this manner, for 
years before; but they now appeared in honor of the 
occasion, and to conciliate, in their best manner, the 
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id will of iLe reprcscutative of llie gorerDineiit of J 
Big-KuivCB.* I 

Among tlieac vetoran warriors, letan, or Shainoii&- ' 
e, Hafilieii, the Broken Arm, commonly culled Cut- 
8nd Wa-Ba-bn-jiiig-ga, or Little Black Bear, three 
iful leaders, iu particular ullrnctcd our attcQlJon. 
cunsequtiice of having been appointed soldiers, on 4 
I occflfiimi, to preserve ordtT, they were i>aiDted en- ■ 
Jy black. The countcDnnce of tlie former indicated! 
id had, in its exprest^iou, Eometliing of tbol 
.r«ctpr of that of Voltaire. He frequently esdte' 
mirth of those about liim by his remarks and g 
s. Uasheo, called Culnose, in consn]Ueac« of h 
lost the tip of his no:», in a quarrel with let 
wore a handiiome robe of white wolf-^kin, wiUi an i 
pendaj^e behind him called a crow. Thi^ singular dec 
ration is a largo cushion, made of the ekin of a cro' 
ifibd with any'^ight material, and variously ore 
lied. It has two decorated sticks projecting iroHi 
pward, and a jicn<lnnt one Iwncuth. This apparatut 
?cured, upon tlie buttocks, by a girdle passing r ' 
body. 

The other aclors in the eoenc were decorated with 
pointaof several colors, fantastically dienoeed upon their 
- (Tsona. Several were painted wiih white clay, which 
id the appearance of being grooved, in many places. 
' is grooved appearance La given by drawing the uuger- 
Jls over the part. «) aa to remove the pigment from 
lence in parallel lines. These tines are either recti- 
linear, unaulnted, or zigzag: sometimes passing over 
the forcheatl tranaverwly, or vertically; sometimes in 
the (tamo dirccljons, or obliquely, over the whole visage, 
or u)xm the brcaft, arms, etc. Many were painted - 
wiih red clay, in which the aame lines appeared. A^j 
iiuiul)er of them had the representation of a black hondJ 
with ouljupread 6ngers, on diSerent parta of the body, ^ 
fitruugly contrasted with the principal color with which 
the Iwdy was overspread. The hand was depicted in 
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different positions upon the face, breast, and bade The 
&ce8 of others were colored one-half Uack and the 
other white, etc. 

''Many colored their hair with red dsj; but the 
eyelids and base of the ears were generally tinged with 
vermilion. At the conclusion of the ceremony. Whisky, 
which they always expect on similar occasions, was 
produced, and a small portion given to each. The 
principal chiefs, of the difierent nations, who had re- 
mained passive spectators of the scene, now directed' 
their people to return to their camp. The word of the 
chiefs was obeyed, except by a few of the loways, who 
appeared to be determined to keep their places, not* 
withstanding the reiterated command of the <^ie&. 
letan now sprang toward them, with an expression of 
much ferocity in his countenance, and, it is probable, 
a tragic scene would have been displayed had not the 
chiefs reauested him to use gentle means, and thus he 
succeedcu, after which the chie& withdrew."* 

EMBASSIES. 

Charlevoix says, "In their treaties for peace, and 
generally in all their negotiations, they disaiver a dvx- 
terity and a nobleness of sentiment which would do 
honor to the most polished nations." f A specimen of 
the mode of negotiating peace, among the Missouri 
Indians, which I shall extract from Major Long^s 
Journal, will, in a considerable degn^, sustain the fore- 
going remark of Charlevoix: it will also convey an 
idea of the formalities observed, on that occasion, with 
greater accuracy than any general oU?ervati«)n8. 

" During the st:iy of our detached party at the Konza 
village, several chief men of the nation requested Mr. 
Dougherty to lead a deputation, from them, to their 
enemies, the Ottoes, Missouries, and loways, then 
dwelling in one village on the Platte. Circumstances 
then prevented the gratification of their wi.-^hes, but he 
gave them to understand, that if the deputation should 

*yol. 1, pago 153. t Charlevoix, p. 167. 



meet our party «oiir Crtuncn BhifT, lie would probably 
tlicn be autliiirized tii bear iliein foiiijiaii)': oii whicn 
they deU-rmii]«J loseml & [larlytbitliir, A«;oi<lii4gl3',on 
the day preceiliiig the arrival of our steniiiboiit at the 
positiun chosen for nur winter t-aiitniiracut, a deputation 
from [be Konzns arrival fur that purpi^^e. It lunsisted 
of BIX men, had by Heroclic-he. or tlie Ued War Ettg]«, 
one of the prinoijial watriora of tlie Konza naiion. 

"Mr. DdUL-herty having made known ihtir pncifio 
jnusuin to Miijur O'Fallon, the hittii- exi'i««eed tu them 
lltM c>irdi:il approbniion of their iiit«ntioir», and the 
AtllowinK day he dispntctied Mr. Douglerly with them, 
ito protect ihVm. by liis presence, nn Ihiir approach to 
l.tlie eneujy; and to assist them, by hie mediittiou, in 
libfir negotiations, should it be louiid nccpfisary. 

"Tlie iliftaiice of the, Otto village is abimt iwenty- 
4vD niilea. On the journey over the pitiirii's, they es- 
picl an object at a di^tanec, whiih wns mi^t)ll:('n for 
It mail sliuiding np<>n an emineuce. The Iiidiims im- 
nicHiiiti'ly halli'd, when lleroehche addressed ihem wilU 
tlte assurance that tliey miict put their trust in the 
Master of Lite, imd in their leaders; and observed, thut 
having jniirtieyed thus far on their business, they must 
not retiini niitll their jmrpo.'^ was nrenninlished', that 
if it WAS their lot in die, no event r»ulil save them. 
'*We have set out, my braves,' suid he, ' to ent of the 
OUove victuals, and we must do so or die' The parly 
tbm proccedol onwarrl. Tlie Indians are tilwaya vrry 
cautions wh^n approaching an enemy's village, on any 
occasion, and this party welt knew that tlieir tuterjirisa 
Iras full of datiper. 

" In a sliort time, they were again brought lo a halt 
by the appearance of a consiilemhb! number of men and 
horws, that were advancing toward them. Afler sonic 
consuliation ami recounciii«ring, they sat down upon the 
ground, and lighting ibe peace pipe or calumet, Uer- 
oeh'he directed the i>t<-m of It t<iward the object of their 
fiupicion. Baying: 'Smoke, firiend or foe." He then 
directed it tilward the Otio village, toward the while 
people, Inward bcaren, and toward the ourtb, i 
eea»ively." 
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The strangers, however, proved to be drovers, with 
cattle for the troops, on their way to Council Blufil 

'*Iii consequence of being thus detained, it was late 
in the afternoon when the party arrived at the Platte 
River, and as they had still eighteen miles to travel, 
and it was indispensable to their safety that they should 
reach the village before dark, Mr. Dougherty urged his 
horse rapidly forward. The Indians, who were all on 
foot, ran the whole distance, halting but twice, in order 
to cross the Elkhom and Platte Rivers, although one 
of them was upwards of sixty years of age, and three 
of the others were much advanced in years. 

"As they drew near the Otto village, they were dis- 
covered by some boys who were collecting their horses 
together for the night, and who, in a telegraphic 
manner, communicated intelligence of their approach 
to the people of the village, by throwing their robes 
into the air. 

** The party was soon surrounded by tho inhabitants, 
who rushed toward them, riding, and running with the 
greatest impetuosity. The greatest confusion reigned 
for some time, the Ottoes, shouting, hallooing, and 
screaming, while their Konza visitors lamented aloud. 
Shamoneicussee soon arrived, and restored a degree of 
order, when the business of the mission being made 
known in a few words, the Konzas were taken up, be- 
hind some of the horsemen, and conveyed as rapidly as 
possible to the lodge of Shonga-Tongo, lest personal vio- 
lence should be offered them on the way. They did 
not, however, escape the audible maledictions of the 
squaws, as they passed, but were stigmatized as 
wrinkled-faced old men with hairy chins, and ugly 
faces, and fiat noses. 

•* AfYer running this species of gauntlet, they were 
quietly seated in the lodge, where they were sure of 
protection. A squaw, however, whose husband had 
been recently killed by the Konzas, rushed into the 
lodge, with the intention of seekinj]; vengeance by kill- 
ing one of the embassadors on the spot. She stf)od 
suddenly before Herochche, a4id seemed a very demon 
of fury. She caught his eye, and at the instant, with 
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lOI her strength, she aimed a Mow at Vk 
large knife, which was firmly prn-=i«;i' 
haiiil, and which she seemed conGdenl, of alie 
his heurt. At that Iruly hopeIe)« mDintiit, the c 
tenance uf the warrior remained unchanged, und even 
exhibited no cmolion whaittver; and when the knife 
approat'lieil ita dLSiiimtinn with the Bwifiness of lighH 
niirji, his eje stood firm, nor were its lids seen (^ 
quiver; »> far fioin recoiling, or raising his i 
avert tlie Mow, ihat he even rather prolruded his br^si 
I to meet ihat dinib which seemed intvitnhle. anr 
I i«ns only averted by the sudden interpoFittoii of iht 
I Jtrm of one of her nation, tliat received the weapou to 

■ tlie very hone, 
I "Thus toiled in her attempt, the n]iiaw was gent^ 

■ led out of the loilge, and no one ofTi>retl her riolenoi 
R,sr even harsh reprouf. Nit furtlier iioliee was Iakt4 
»of thistranwwiion by either j>ai'ty. Fond was llien, 
Ivuiil, placed befort? the siranger?, and soon afttr 
B warrior entered wiih a pipe, which lie liekl, while Her- 

■ iKhche smoked, ewyiiig in a loud voice, 'You itll us 
l-you wish tor pence; I any I will give you a Imr^e; leU 
tos see which of us will tie tlie liar, yuu or L' lUH 

■ llorTC was preventfd to him. ^| 
ft "The evening, and much of the night, were passajj 

■ in friendly conversiition, respecting the event* of ib^fl 

■ five years war which they hud wnged wilh lach otber^ 
■On the fidlowing morning, the Koiizii» were culled Ijfl 
Umrbikeof the hospitality of ditlerent lod^eti, nhiie itH 
Birincitiiil men of the village were sfseniMed in coiind^J 
Ho dctihpmte upon the subject of conclnding a peace. jH 
B "At noon, the joint and grand council was held ^H 
HTrruier's hid};o. The Oitoes, Missouries. and t')wa^H 
B(X'k tbcir »cat« around the aparlmenl, with the Ko^H 
fcas in the center. Ilerochche. whose bufiness It walfl 
B|fi>t to speak, hi'lding the lutwl of the calumet in bijfl 
Bfcand. reniaitictl immovnble lor the i>pnce of ihretffl 
Bbtirih? of uii hour, wh^n hv nrosc, poinied the ^tcm oJl 
mBa« ndumi't toward oikch of the thno niilioni i-uccc^H 
Bivi-ly, then iDwanl heaven, mid the cnrih, iiit<-r whidB 
Bbc stretched oitt hia arm, with the palm of (he hut^l 
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toward each of the members in succession. He then 
proceeded to shake each individual by the hand, after 
which he returned to his place, and renewed the mo- 
tion of tlie hand as before. 

"Having performed all these introductory formali- 
ties, he stood firm and erect, though perfectly easy and 
unconstrained, and with a bold expression of counte- 
nance, loud voice, and emphatic gesticulation, he thus 
addressed the council: 

"'Fathers, brothers, chie&, warriors, and brave 
men — You are all great men: I am a poor, obscure 
individual. It has, however, become my duty to iu- 
form you, that the.chiefe and warriors of my nation, 
some time ago, held a council for the purpose of con- 
certing measures to terminate amicably tlie cruel and 
unwelcome war that has so long existed between us, 
and chosen me, all insignificant as I am, to bring you 
this pipe which I hold in my hand. I have visited 
your village, that we might all smoke from the same 
pij>e, and eat from the same bowl, with the same spoon, 
in token of our future union in friendship. 

" *0n approaching your village, my friends and rel- 
atives, I thought I had not long to live. I expecteil 
that you would kill me and the^e poor men who have 
followed me. But I received encouragement from the 
reflection, that if it should be mv lot to die to-dav. I 
would not have to die to-morrow, and I relied firmly 
upon the Master of Life. 

***Nor Wivs this anticipation of death unwarranted by 
precedent; you may recollect that, ?iVQ winters ago, six 
warriors of my nation came to you, as I have now 
done, and that you killed them all but one, who had 
the good fortune to escape. This circumstance was 
vivid in my memory when I yesterday viewed your vil- 
lage in the distance; said I, those warriors who pre- 
ceded me in the attempt to accomplish this de-irablo 
object, althous^h they were greater and more brave than 
I, yet thoy were killed by those whom they came to 
conciliate, and why shall I not sliare tlieir faro? It* 
so, my bones will bleach near theirs. If, on the con- 
trary, I should escape death, I will visit the bones of 
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my friiMiilB. TIte oldest of my followers here, was 
!r-iti-law to the cliiel" of tliote Biniighieied luefaen- 
\ P'n: lie ia poor aiul iiifiriii, and lias fuljowed us with 
aidiciilty; iiis relative!) alsn are poor, and )iave lieen 
long Imuoutiiig tlie lors of the chief yim killtd. I hope 
you will have pity on hiiu, and give him ii^occusins 
(nicuiiiig n horee) to return home with, fur he can not 
^inlk. Two or tliree others of my coDipanions ara also 
I want of iiiocca»ini> for their journey nomeward. 

'■ ' My friends, we Wish for peace, and we are tired 

if war. There is a large irnct uf country inlervetiing 

Vletween us, from which, as it Is so cnnslaiilly traversed 

■liy our resp4.>etive hostile parties, we can nut eiibor of 

ka kill the game in secnrity, to furnl-h our traders 

Wth poltrie«. I wish to *ee a large level road over 

diat country, connecting our villHfie^ logethcr. near 

Vhicli nu une cm cimccal hiinrelt' in order to kill pa^ 

_ KUf^re, and ihut our t^iiaus may )« enabled to visit 

from village to villa^u in safety, iihd nut I>e urged, t, 

fear, tn vtL-l off llieir pack^ and ttetnke llienisi-lvcs t 

the thii'kets when tliey t^ev any pernm im tlie routf 

^Our niition^ have nia^le peace frequently, but a f 

1_» not bien of long duration. IJiope, however, ll 

llhich we shall now eslahliali, will continue one dftg 

day*, three tlay^ four days, five days. 

nid^! what I hnve t'Jd yon U true; I Wft« not e 

*ll von tirs. Thnt U all I liave to »ay.' 
" Horochc'lic then lit his pipi-. and presented the et«q 
» the hrotlicr of the Crennr, Wai-ncariija, or. he whl 
t ha.1 (^.rnurly been Iiih tniiniute frier ' 
D tiitl'T hbld thf end nf tlie stem in his hgni), < 
B liMikeil Heriichrhe Cull in tlie face for a conRideraU,^ 

■ gmee nf liniG. At length, he tiiosL emphatically askedtJ 
*Jb alt true that you havy ppolten ?' The other, striking 
himself r(*i«ittedly and forcibly upni tlie bienal. an- 
■wcred wiMi a loud voice, ' Yc8, it is all truth that I 
bftvo spoken.' WiLiaciirnja, without any furlher ho-its- 
tinn, acci'pUMi the proSured pine, and smoked. i ' " 
Hcrochclie courtcouiily held the oowl of it in bis hi 
the lattrr warrior tlien held it in xucvereion to tan 

■ nombur of council, who rtspectivoly took a 
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two, after which the pipe itself was presented to Wasa* 
caruja to retain. 

' ' It is impossible to convey an adequate idea of the 
energy and propriety with which this speech was de- 
livered, or of the dignity and self-possession of the 
speaker. Before he conimenoed, he hesitated, and 
looked around upon his enemies, probably in order to 
trace in the lineaments of tiieir countenances, the ex- 

Eressions of their feelings toward him. He then began 
is address, by raising his voice at once to its full in- 
tonation, producing a truly powerful effect upon the 
ear, by a contrast with the deep and loii^-continued si- 
lence which preceded it He was at no Toss for subiect 
or for words, but proceeded right ouwartls to the eloee 
of his speech, like a full-flowing impetuous stream. 

" Wasacaruja, in consequence of having first accepted 
of the calumet, was now regarded as r#f)onsible for the 
sincerity of his friend Herocliche, He, thorefore arose, 
and thus addressed the embassador: — *My friend I I 
am glad to see you on such an occasion as the present, 
and to hear that your voice is for peace. A few 
winters ago, when we were in friendship with each 
other, I visited yoir. vilhige, an<l you gave ine all your 
people, saying that all the Kouzas were n)ine. But it 
was not long afterward, as we huntal near your 
country, that you stole our horses, and killed some of 
our people, and I can not but l)elieve that the same 
course will be a^aiii pursued. Nevertheless, I shall 
again repair to the same place of which I have 
spoken this autumn, for the purpose of iiunting, and 
in the spring I w^ill again visit yoiir town. You ob- 
served that you were apprehensive of bein<; killed as 
you approached our village, and you most ])r()bably 
would have been so, coming as you did, late in the even- 
ing, and witiiout the usual formality of sending a 
messenger to apprize us of your approacii, had you not 
been accompanied by the Big Knife, with whom you 
are so well acquainted. But we have now smoke<i to- 
gether, and I hope that the peace thus established may 
long continue. You say that you are in want of moo- 



uins; ve will cndeiiviti 



li) pive you one c 



Lir journej' linme. Tliut is all I ha 
" llerweUclie tUeii uixilopied for liis unceremonious' 
JBtraiice into tliu vllla^, |jy mving. tliat lie knew it 
a ciiBtomary to eeml fiirwartl n ruimer, on such an 
n, and he sliould liare done to, but his IViend, 
J Kuit'e, whom he had previously consulted with 
that view, told him that he h<iU full confidence iu the 
niHgnnnimity of the Oltoes, Thus the ceremony Was con- 
cluded, aiid ptace restored between the two naiioue."" 

■ WAR EXPEDITIONS. 

V In this number we^hall give a few striking instances * 
^f the deslerily and address, as well as tlie devoted cour- 
Bge, which frequently distinguish their couduct 

"In the year 1763, Detroit, contiiiiung a British 
garrison of three hundred men, commanded by Major 
Gladwyn, was besieged by a confederacy of Indiait^ 
tribes under I'ontJac, an Ottoway chief, who dL^plavi 
such a boldness in hia de»ign.s tsuch skill in negotiatioi 
and such personal courage in war, as to justify us i 
c<insideriug him one of the greuti^si men who haveevtr 
appeared among the Indiiiii tribes of North Ametiea. 
He was the decided and constant enemy of the 
government, and excelled all liiscontemporanes 
mental and bodily vigor. His conspiracy for maki 
himself master of the town of Detroit, and deeiroyi 
the garrison, althongh frustrated, is a master-pii 
among Indian i^lratagenis ; and his victory over 
Britinh tnmps nt the Iwllle of BliMxty Bridg>', stands 
iijirallclcd in the history of Imlian waro, for tlie de. 
mn and steady courage hy which it was, in an o] 
fight, achieved. 

" As, at the lime above mentioned, every anpearani 
of war wsis at nn end, and the ludinns seeuied lo he 
a friendly footing, Pontine anpronched Di-tn>il withi 
exciting anv suspicions in til* breast of the goveni 
or the inhiibilanis. He pncarnried at n liitlu disiam 
from it, and let the i-i>mmaiidanl know that he 

* Look'* Joiuaitl, vol. I, p. 810. 
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come to trade ; and being desirous of brigfitening ibe 
chain of p.'ace between the English and his nation, 
desired that he and his chiefs might be adniitttfd to 
hold a council with him. The goverDor, still unsiu- 
picious, and not in the least doubting the sinoeritj of 
the Indian, granted their general's request, aud fix«d 
on thi^ next morning for their receptitm. 

'* On the evening of that day, an Indian woman who 
had been appointed by Major GLidwyn to make a pair 
of Indian shoe.'^, out of a curious elk-skin, brought 
them home. The major wiis so pleased with them, 
that, intending the:« as a present for a friend, he or- 
dered her to take the remainder back, and make it 
into others for himself. He then directed hb aenrant 
to pay her for those she had done, and ilismissed her. 
The woman went to the door that lod to the street, but 
no further; she there loitTed ahout as if she had not 
finished the husiness on which she came. A servant 
at leni:th ohserve«l her, and a^ked her why she staid 
tliere. She gave him, however, no answer. 

**Sonie shut time after, the governor himself saw 
hor, and inciuircii of his servant wlint occasioned her 
s-tay. Not being able to get a sjitisfaetorv answer, he 
onier^'d the woman to he calhMi in. When she came 
into his presence, lie desired to know what was the 
reason of her loitering about, an-l not hastening home 
])erore the gates were shut, that slic might com[>Iele in 
due time the work he had given her to do. She t(»ld 
liim, after miieii hesitation, that as he had alwavs Ik?- 
havo'l wit!i great gooijne^s toward her, slie wjis unwill- 
ing to t^ike away the remainder of the skin, because 
he put so greii a value upon it ; and yet had not l>eon 
able to prevail uptui hersilf to tell him so. He then 
asked her whv she wa< more reluctant to do so now 
than siie luui been when she made the firmer pair. 
With inerea<e<l reluctance she answered, that she 
should never bo able to bring them back. 

** His curiositv was now excited, and he insi-;ted on her 
di<elo-?inir the secret that seemed to be strn;r lini: in her 
1) 'som for utterance. At last, on receiving a promise 
that the intelligence she was about to give him should 
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not turn (o Iter prejurlice, hiiiI tlint. if it appeared t 
be lit'iicficiul, »lie t'hciulii he I'cwiirded tiir ii, she i: 
Jormi-d iiim, tliat nt the cDiinr-il to he held with the L 
i>> the lblli)ning ilnv, Pimtiac and hia chiels intended'!! 

miinier hitu ; mid, uficr having ma»:>acred the garri-1 
id inliahitunts, to plunder the town. That fof] 
ttiis piirpii^, iill the chiLts nho were to lie admitted 
tiiln llie roiaicil-rfHini had cut their i-ans short, eo t 
they ciiuld conceul thtin under their bhinkeis; w 
which on ii sigual given by their fienernl, on delivering'^ 
tlie liell, tliey were all to rise up, and in»taiiily to fire 
on him and hi* attendants. Hiiviiig effected this, they 
were i in mediately to rush into the town, where they 
wiiiild find themselves (^up^iurted by a great number of 
their warriors, that were to enroe into it duiing tlie 
silting of tlie council under the prt ten.xe of trading, 
but privately armed in the sniiie manner. Having 
gained friim the MOmun every ueee^^nry jHirtieular rel- 
ative to the plot, and idsii the means by whieh she ni> J 
auircd a knowledge of them, he dismissed her wiih in^S 
junctions of sei recy, and a pn-miM! of fulfilling on his-I 

rt, with punctuitlity, the engtigements lie hail e 



The intelliprnee the giivernor hud just rcceivedfl 
__ tve him gnat uneasiness;, and he imim-diatily c»>n«n 
'ulted the uffii-cr who was nest him in ('unimfliid, oo 
the F'ubject, But thia gentleman, consiileHug the inC 
malinn m a slury invcnti-d for some arlfnl purpose, ad- 
vi-eil him to pay tio nitrnrion to it. Thii* conclusion, 
houever. had linppily no weight »viih him. He thought 
it pmdent to conclude it tn le true, till he uus con- 
vinced that it 1CM not so; and therelore. wiihout re- 
f vu^picions to any nther prMin. he louk c 
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nd the fort the whole night, and aaw hini>l 
tif, tlittl every sentinel waa upon duty, and everyr 
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Itic imiigining that their plot was disovered, pmlwi 
pleasing Uu'iiiselvea with tlie anticipation of suol 
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cess. As soon as the morning dawned, he ordered all 
the garrison under arms, and then, impartmg his ap- 
prehension to a few of the principal officers, gave them 
such directions as he thought necessary. At the same 
time he sent round to all die traders, to inform them, 
that as it was expected a great number of Indians 
would enter the town that day, who might be inclined 
to plunder, he desired they would have their arms 
ready, and repel any attempt of that kind. 

" About ten o'clock, Pontiac and his chiefs arrived, 
and were conducted to the council chamber, where the 
governor and his principal officers, each with pistols in 
his belt, awaited his arrival. As the Indians passed 
on, they could not help observing that a greater num- 
ber of troops than usual were drawn up on the parade, 
or marching about. No sooner were they entered and 
seated on the skins prepared for them, than Pontiac 
asked the governor, on what occasion his young men, 
meaning the soldiers, were thus drawn up and parading 
the streets. He received for answer, that it was only 
intended to keep them perfect in their exercise. 

** The Indian chief-warrior now began his speech, 
which containeci the strongest professions of friendship 
and good-will toward the English; and when he came 
to the delivery of the belt of wampum, the particular 
mode of which, accordintj: to the woman's information, 
was to be the signal for the chiefs to fire, the governor 
and all his attendants drew their swords half way out 
of their scabbards ; and the soldiers at the same in- 
stant made a clattering with their arms before the 
doors, which had been purposely left open. Pontiac. 
though one of the bravest of men, immediately turned 
pale and trembled; and instead of giving the belt in 
the manner proposed, delivered it according to the 
usual way. His chiefs, who had impatiently expect*Mi 
the signal, looked nt each other with astonishment, but 
continued quiet, waiting the result. 

** The governor, in his turn, made a speech, but in- 
stead of thanking the great warrior for the professions 
of friendship ho had just uttered, he accused him of 
being a traitor. He told him that the English, who 
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knew every thing, were cnnvinced of hU treachery and'l 
villnininis lienigiis; and as a prtiiif that they were.ao-l 
utiuteil with Iiih nioat wcrt^t thoughts onO inlt^niionSf I 
stepiieJ towards an Iii'lIaQ chief tliat eat nearest UrM 
tti, and drawing n?ide ihe blanket, discoveivd th«^ 
Minencd 6reluck. This entirely di^cuucerted the In- 
niu, and frustrated Iht'ir denigu. 
"lie then continued to tell them thnt, as he hajl 
' 't wurd, al the time they desired an audience, 
l»t their per»oni< $houl<l be safe, he would hold hu 
romise inviulable, lh<iu;^h they ro little deserved iLI 
[owever, he desired tliem to make the best of their I 
nty out of the fort, le»t his youn^; men, on being ao- 1 
'uted niih their treacheruus purposis, should cubl 
f one of them to piei-ea. r 

Fotitiac endeavored to contradict tlie accusationt I 
I to make excusoK for his suspicions conduct; bufrl 
e gflvernnr, »ttisflc'l of the fali^ity of his protestationi^S 
Wild not listen t« him. The lu<liani:i immediately lel^^fl 
but, instead of being sensible of the guver-V 
8 generous bcliavior, they threw off the musk, auct;] 
e nnxt day made a regulur iittHck upon it." 
I Major Ghidwyn has not escaped censure for thi>'1 
* taken lenity : for, probuhly, hud he kept a few of tlitj 
ciptti cliiej^ prisoners, while he had them in hisi 
cr, he might have heeu able to luive brought the 
^ile cunftileraoy to k'rms, and prevented a war. But 
I atoned for his oversiglit by (lie gallant di-finse ha 
nore llian u year, aiiiiihtt a variety of discouiv 

"During that period some verv smart skirmishes-l 
ippeiieil lietween the lieaiigers and gairiwii, of whicka 
e following was tlie |>rini.'i{>al and most bhxMly : Cap- J 
1 Delwl, H brave officer, pre vai lid on the governor 1 
p give bim the command of about two hundred nien^.l 
tld tu |>ermit him to attack the enemy's camp. Thisf 
cr)m)>lied with, he sallied from the tonu bcfor* ■ 
lyhroak; but Puntiac, receiving from some of his 
.1 warriors, who were oonBtantly enmlo^ed ia 
Rfttching the motions of the garrhwn, timely mtelll- 
mce of their deisgn, coUucta^d the choicest of liu ■ 
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troops, and met the detachment at some distance from 
hi5*camp, near a place since called BIot>dy Bridge. As 
the Indians were vastly superior in number to Cap- 
tain Delzel's party, he was soon overjwwered and driven 
back. Being now nearly surrounded, he made a vig- 
orous effort to regain the bridge he had just crossed, 
by which alone he could find a retreat; but in doing 
this, he h)st his life, and many of his men fell with 
him.- However, Major Rogers, the second in command, 
assisted by Lieutenant Graham, foiin<l means to draw 
off the shittered remains of their little armv, and con- 
ducted them iht > the fort. 

"Then, c6iisideral>Iy reduced, it was with difficulty 
the major couhl defend the town, notwithstanding 
which, he held out against the Indians till- he was re- 
lieved ; as after this they made but few attacks upon 
the plare, and only continued to blockade it. The 
Ghidwvii scho mer arrive! al)out this time near the 
town, with a reinforcement, anii nece&fary supplit-s. 
But before this vessel could reach the place of its des- 
tination, it was most vigorously attacked by a detach- 
ment from Pontiac's army. The Indians surrounde«l it 
in their canoes, and made great havoc among the crew. 

*' At IcnLTtii, the cuptain of the schooner, with a con- 
siderable number of his crew, being killed, and the 
savages bezinnini^ to climb up the sides from every 
quarter, tlie lieutenant, beinir d-4vr mined that the stores 
should not fall into the enemy's hands, and seeinir no 
alternative, ordered the gunner to set fire to the p)W- 
der-room and blow the ship up. This order was on the 
j>oini of being execut-Ml, when a chief of the Hurons, 
wh ) understood the English language, gave out to his 
friends the intention of the commander. On receiving 
this intelligence, the Indians hurried down the sides of 
the ship With the greatest pre;.-ipitation and got as far 
from it as possible ; while the commander immediately 
took advantage of their consternation, and arrived with- 
out any further obstruction at t!ie town. 

** This seasonable supply gave the garrison fresh 
spirits; and Pontiac, being now convinced that it 
would not be in his power to reduce the place, pro- 
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pos^d an accoramodation. The governor, wishing miicli 
Ui grt rid of euch IrimblesoDii? encmit'^, lii^leiiod ti) liia 
pni[>osal3, and haviog procured advanlagfous teruis, 
agreed to a peace." * 

Tlie massacre of the garrison of Micfailimnclitiiac, 
which occiirred al^o in the jear 1763, while it exiiihita 
one of the ni<«t ?hi>cki[ig insinnccs of Indian barbarity, 
U at the fume time a striking proof of ilie sagacity J 
and ilisfliniuUtiiin of the Indian chaiactcr. It iipp«ara 1 
fmni Ihc vcy iiileicstiug acuonnt given of this traiisat^ I 
lion by Henry, who waa an ey*--witn«s, "that the J 
Iniliati^ were in ihe haliil of playing at a game called] 
Itiig-gnt-iway, which ja pinyed with a hall and a bat oaJ 
ttiu principles of our foot-ooll, and decided by one of ] 
tlie parlies heaving the ball biyond the goal of their 
advcrHiriea. The king's liirihdiiy, tlie funrth of June, 
baviiig arrived, the Sacs and ChippcwHy?, uho were en- 
cani{)ed in great nuitibera aroutid the fort, tnrni^d out 
ii]M>n the gD'Cu, to play at this game for a high wagcr^^ 
and attrttct<.-d a number of the garrison and iradrre t 
witness the xport. Tlie game of bag-gat-iway is nco 
Mrily attended with much violence and nobe. In t 
ardor of contest, the ball, if it can not Ite thrown t<»| 
the glial desired, la atrnrk nr thrown in any dir 
by which it can be diverted from tliat designed by tlia I 
adversary. 

" At auch a iDoment, thcrofure, nothing could be Ii 
liable to excite premntuiD alarm, tlian that the b 
diould be toaaed over the pickets nf the fuit. nnr, hat 
fallen there, that it should Ix- f»ll»wcd on the iustanti 
II engaged in the gnmr, as well the one party a»M 
ithiT, all eager, nil i^tniggling, all ahouiing, in iha^ 

ri'straincd pnranit of a rude athletic exercise. Nnlh' 
ing, therefore, wiuld be more haf pily devised, under ihe 
cirvumttnncei, then a stratagem like this; and it was 
in fact ihd stratagem which the Indiana employed to 
ubtnin p(M«e»'i<in of the fort, and by which they nera 
enabled tii Bluughter and ^ubilue it.-« garrison, and cueih 
of the oUier inliuhitunts as tliey |ilea>^-d. To be h "" 
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more certain: of sucoess, they had prevailed on as many 
as they could, by a pretext the least liable to suspicion, 
to come voluntarily without the pickets ; and particu- 
larly the commandant and garrison themselves. The 
Indians, aflter butchering the garrison, burnt down the 
fort** 
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f EWIS WETZEL wns regnrde-i by mmiv of tli«| 
( teitJere in the iiriL;lil>>rIi<>od of Wbfeliiig. Virginia, r 
(pen Uie ycnrs 1782 aii.i 1795, na tli? right nrm of ] 
. r deftiisc. His prrsciiw was cmiMiiered as a tower I 
r 8tien};tli to titc iiifiint fettlnnenti', nnd nn nlijcit of 1 

jprror to the fierce and resilcss aivepes who prowled > I 
lOut and depredated tiiion onr frontier liomes. Tho I 
__iiiory of \\eliel should hi: etidmlnied in Uib lirnria J 
f the people of Wfclern Virginia: for his efli>rtB ia 
"ifiiii'e of their forefurhiTs were wirhoiit ii piiralltl ia j 
fdrr wuTfuru, Anion;: the fnrerm.stand most d^voU-d, ] 
t pliingcil into the renrfiil etr'tCe which ti hhKKly and I 
Irntlcsa foe wiigeil agninst ihe feehle fohiiiistn. Ila \ 

Bircw into the coioinon treusiiry a inul as heroic, 
tvrnturouB, us full of t'ner>:y, and exhnustlesit of 

tgevtmiilmnlcd the human hreiut. Hold, uni, . 

led ncLiv<-. hu fliuod without un e<|ual in the pursuit 1 
30 l^ii) ' 
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to which he had committed himself, mind and body. 
No man on the western frontier was more dreaded by 
the enemy, and none did more to beat him back into 
the heart of the forest, and reclaim the expanaelesB 
domain which we now eujoy. He was never Known to 
inflict unwonted cruelty upon women and children, as 
has been charged upon him ; and he never was found to 
torture or mutilate his victim, as many of the traditions 
would indicate. He was revengeful, because he had suf- 
fered deep injury at the hands of that race, and woe to 
the Indian warrior who crossed his path. He was liter- 
ally a man without fe:ir. He was brave as a lion, cun- 
ning as a fox ; " daring where daring was the wiser part 
— prudent when discretion was valor's better self." He 
seemed to possess, in a remarkable degi*ee, that intu- 
itive knowledge which can alone constitute a good and 
effif'ient hunter, added to which, he was sagacious, 
prompt to act, and always aiming to render his actions 
efficient. Such was Lewis Wetzel, the celebrated In- 
dian hunter of Western Virginia. 

John Wetzel, the futh-^r of Lewis, was one of the 
first settlers on Wheeling Creek. Pie had five sons and 
two daughters, wliose names were, respectively, Martin, 
Lewis, Jacob, John, George, Susan, and Christina. 

The elder Wetzel spent niueh of his time in lociiting 
lands, hunting, and fishing. His neighbors frequently 
admonished him against exposins: himself thus to the 
enemy; but, disregarding their advice, and laughing at 
their fears, he continued to widen the range of his ex- 
cursions, until finally he fell a victim to the active 
vigilance of the tawny foe. He was killed near Cap- 
tuia, in 1787, on his return from Middle Island Creek, 
under the following circumstances: Himself and cora- 
I)anion were in a canoe, paddling slowly near the^hore, 
when they were hailed by a party of Indians, and or- 
dered to land Tiiis they of course refused, when im- 
mediately they were fired upon, and AVetzel shot 
through the body. Feeling himself mortally woundetl, 
he directed his companion to lie down in the canoe, 
while he (Wetzel), so long as strength remaine<^l, would 
paddle the frail vessel beyond reach of the savages. In 
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1 way lic saved Ihe life of tiia friend, while his own 
le ebbiii;; fast. He liicd soon after reaching tlje bhore, 
I Baker's Statiou, and his humble gravii can still be 
I near the site of that primitive tbrtress. A ron^h 
le marks the spot, bearing, in rude but perfectly 
latiDct characters, "J. W., 1787." 
( At the time of his father's deuth, Lewis waa about 
lenty-three years of age, and, in common niih hia 
[Others, or tho-^e tiho were old enough, swore sleeplen 
Jtigcance against the whole Imliun race. Terribly did 
I ktxl they curry thiit reMilulion into effect From that 
me forward, they were devoti^d to the woods; and an 
'■'":in, whetlier m peace or war, at night or by day, 
n diKimed man in the presence of either. The name 
f Wetzel Mnt a thrill of hi>rror through the heart of 
B stoutest suviige, befiire iiliom a more terrible image 
luld not he conjured up than one of these relentless 
XoDg-knives." 
[The first event worthy of record, in the life of our 
ro, oceurreit when hewns about fourteen years of ag& 
ftie Indians had not Ixen very troublesome in the im- 
ciliate vicinity of his father's, and no great apprehen- 
sions were felt, as it was during a st'OHon of com])arativo 
(piictiiile. On the occasion referred to, Lewis had just 
siepiietl from his faiher's door, and was loukiug at his 
— "ivtuer Jacob playing, when suddenly turning toward 
ni-crih, he saw a gun pointing around the corner. 
^tiick as ihoughl he jumped back, hut not in time to 
tape llic ImU ; it took elTcet upon the breast-bone, 
Irrying away a small {lortion, and cutting a fenrAiI 
lUud uthwurL tlie clie^it. Iti an instant, two athletic 
rriurs tprang from beliuid tlie crib, and quietly mak- 
ng prisoners of Ihe lads, bore them off without being 
didcoverwi. On tlie second day they reached the Obio, 
and crossing near the moutii of McMahan's Creck»' 
gained the Bia Lick, about twenty miles from the river, 
ng the wh'ile of thi» painful march, Lewis sufivrod^ 
e^ from his wound, but bore up with true C'> 
^ ), knowing that if he coniplaincii the tomahawk wo 
i his doom. That night, on Iving diiwn, the India , 
uitrary to their custom, fnitctl tu tie their prisoners.' 
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Lewis now resolved to e-cape ; and, in the course of an 
hour Or two, satUfying hiiuself that the Indians were 
asleep, touched Jacob, and both arose without disturb- 
ing tlieir captors. Lewi^, leading the way, pushed into 
tlie woi>ds. Finding, however, that he could not travel 
without moccasins, he returned to camp, and soon came 
back with two pair, which having fitted on, Lewis said, 
"Now I must go back for father's gun," which the 
Indians had carried off. Securing this, the two boys 
started in the direction of home. Finding the path, 
they traveled on bris^kly for some time; but hearing a 
noise, listened, and ascertained the Indians were in pur- 
suit. The lads stepped aside as the pursuers came up, 
and then again moved on. Soon they heard the Indians 
return, and by the same plan effectually eluded them. 
Before daylight they were again followed by two on 
horseback, hut, resorting to a similar exj^edient, readily 
escap'id detection. On the following day, about eleven 
o'clock, the boys reached the Ohio, at a point oppasite 
Zane*s Island. Lashing together two logs, they crossed 
over, and were once more with their friends. 

Shortly afler Crawford's defeat, a man named Thomas 
Mills, in escaping from that unfortunate expedition, 
reached the Indian Spring, about nine miles from 
AVheeling, on the present National Road, where he 
was compelled t) leave his horse, and proceed to Wheel- 
ing on f )0t. Thence he went to Van 5letre's Fort, and, 
after a day or two of rest, induced Le\vis Wetzel to go 
with him to the spring for his horse.. Lewis cautioned 
him against the danger, but Mills was determined, and 
the two started. Approaching the spring, they dis- 
covered the. horse tied to a tree, and Wetzel at once 
comprehended their danger. Mills walked up to uu- 
fiisten the animal, when instantly a discharge of rifles fol- 
L)wed, and the unfortunate man fell, mortally wounded. 
Wetzel now turned, and, knowing his only escape was 
in flight, plunged through the enemy, and bounded ofi* 
at the very extent of his speed. Four fleet Indians 
followed in rapid pursuit, whooping in proud exulta- 
tion of soon overhauling their intended victim. After 
a chase of half a mile, one of the most active savages 
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acquired the habil uf iuading hia gun while at a filll 
mil, aud in)W he felt the great advantage of it, Keep- 
inir ill advance of his pursuers during another half 
laiJe, a second Indian came u^, aud, turning to fire, 
' le ravage caught the eud of \\\a gun, and, fur a time, 
le toiilej(t was doubtful. At oue moment the Indian, 
by his greul slreiiglh and dexterity, brought Welzel to 
his kiiL-e, and huil nearly wrenched the rifle from the 
hiiiids of his antjigiinist, when l^wis, by a renewed 
;ff.>rt, drew the weiijiou from the gra«p of the savage, 
.«iui, ihrusting the muKxle against ihc side of hie neck, 
illed the trijiger, killing him instantly- Tlie two other 
diung, hy this time, had nearly overtaken him; but 
.{ling forward, he kept ahead, until his unerring rifla 
Was n third time loa<led. Anxiuua to have done with 
that kind nf Eport, he Blackened his pace, and even 
Btopiwl once or twice to give his pursuers an opjwr- 
tuiiity Hi fhce him. Evi-ry time, however, he looked 
Imiintl, the Indians tree<I, uusviiling any longer to en- 
ounier his destructive weapon. After running a mile 
_r two farther in this manner, he reacheil an open piece 
r«f ground, and wheeling sud'lenly, tlie foremost Indian 
iuni[ied hthind a tree, but which not ncrecning bis body, 
Weiwl firetl, and dangerously wounded him. The re- 
muining Indian made an immediate retreat, yelling bb 

tho went, "No fotfh dat man, him gvn cdum/i haded." 
In the summer of ITSO, the Indians having become 
trouhleMime in the neighborliood of Wheeling, partic- 
Vlnrly in the Short Creek Setllement, and a parly hav- 
ing kill'id a man iie;ir Mingo Bottom, it was determined 
to Bind un expeditiim after the retreating enemy, of 
•ufficient force to chai'tiw them most effectually. A 
tulticriptiun or pony-piime wns made up, and one liun- 
dri-d doUara weio o'tfcrcd to ihc mim who should bring 
In the llrst Indian m?b1p. Major McMahan, living at 
Beach Bottom, headed the expedition, and Lewis 
|. Wcitel was one of his men. They crossed the r""~ 
D die GftU of AuguM, and proccode<l, by a rapid mi 
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to the Muskingum. The expedition numbered about 
twenty men ; and an advance of ^\e were detailed to 
reconnoiter. This party reported to the commander 
that they had discovered the camp of the enemy, but 
that it was far too numerous to think of making an at- 
tack. A consultation was thereupon held, and an im- 
mediate retreat determined on. During tlie conference 
our hero sat upon a log, with his gun carelessly resting 
asross his knees. The moment it was resolved to retreat, 
most of the party started in disordered haste; but the 
commander, observing Wetzel still sitting on the log, 
turned to inquire if he was not going along. " No," 
was his sullen reply ; ''I came out to hunt Indians, 
and now that they are found, I am not going home, 
like a fool, with my fingers in my mouth. I am deter- 
mined to take an Indian scalp, or lose my own." All 
arguments were unavailing, and there they were com- 
pelled to leave him: a lone man, in a desolate wilder- 
ness, surrounded by an enemy — vigilant, cruel, blood- 
thirsty, and of horrid barbarity — with no friend but his 
rifle, and no guide but the sure index which an All wise 
Providence has deep set in the heavens above. Once 
by himself, and looking around, to feel satisfied that 
they were all gone, he gathered his blanket about him, 
adjusted his tomahawk and scalping-knife, shouldered 
his rifle, and moved off* in an opposite direction, hoping 
that a small party of Indians might be met with. Keeping 
away from the larger streams, he strolled on cautiously, 
peering into every dell and suspicious cover, and keenly 
sensitive to the least sound of a suspicious characttT. 
Nothing, however, cross^ed his path that day. The 
night being dark and chilly, it was necessary to have a 
fire; but to show a light, in the midst of his enemy, 
would be to invite to certain destruction. To avoid tins, 
he constructed a small coal-pit out of bark, dried leaves, 
etc., and covering these with loose earth, leaving an oc- 
casional air-hole, he seated himself, encircling the pit 
with his legs, and then completed the whole by cover- 
ing his head with the blanket. In this manner he would 
produce a temperature equal, as he expressed it, to that 
of a ** stove-room." This was certainly an original and 
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mode of plotting up n fire, without, ot (he 
time, emiangei iiiB himwJf by a light. 
Duriiij; m>i8t of the fullowiug day he roamed through 
the forest without noticing atiy "signa" of Indiana. 
At length emoko was discovered, and going io the direc- 
tion iif it, he found a camti, but tenanlle»i. It cuutuim-d 
two blankets and a smalf ketile, which W^txel at once 
knew belonged to two Inilinns, who were, dunbiless, out 
hunting. Concealing Iiini8«-lf in the nmttid under- 
growtli, he [latientlj awaitvd tlie return of ihe occupants. 
About aUDset, one of tlie Iniliana came in and made up 
tlie fire, and wont to cooking lus supper. Shortly after, 
the other came in. They ale tlieir supper, and began 
to ainjr, and amuse themselves by telling comic stories, 
at «hich they would burst into roars of laU):hter. 
Hilling, and telling amusing etories, was the common 

Ertictice of the white and red men, when lying iii their 
unting camps. About nin« or tt-n o'clock, one of iIm t 
Indians wraiiped his blanlci-t around him, ahoulderotH 
his rifle, took a. chunk of lire in bis hand, and left tltir] 
ramp, doubtless with the intention of going to watch k | 
de«r-Ui'k. Tlie fire and smoke would serve to keen off the 
gnata and musquitoe«. It is a remarkable fact, ihiit deer 
•re not alarme<l at seeing fire, from the circumstance of 
meeting it bo fi-eqtienlly in tlie fall and winter scat'Ons, 
ulien the leaver and grass arc dry, and the woods oa 
CrC. The ahariice of the Indian was a chufc of vex- 
ation and didapjiiiintment to our hern, whoK trap was 
W happily eet, tiiat lie couiridered l>i^ gnmt secure. 
He »till indulgi-d the hope that the Indian would ntura 
to camp before day, but in this ho was difoippointMl. 
There arc birds in the womU which commence chirping 
ju-l before break of day. and, likn tlie cock, give notio* j 
b) tliu womliimn that light will soon apjiear. Lew' 
heard the woiidcd sungrtlers l>egiu to chatter, ant 
ininc«l to delay no lun^-er the work of diath, for t 
Xt-iurn of the other Indian. lie walked (o tb« cain|^1 
vitli a iMLX'leas sVp. and found hifi victim biiriet) uj 
'profiuu'l I'U'-p, U-ia-! upon one eiito, He drew If 
Dtitcher-knife, and with the titmoi't force, impelled I 
revenge, sent the blade through his heart. He sa 
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the Indian gave a short quiver, a convulsive motion, 
and then laid still in the sleep of death. Liewb scalped 
him, and set out for home. He arrived at the Mingo 
Bottom oulj one day after his unsuccessful companions. 
He claimed and received the reward. 

A most fatal decoy, on the frontier, was the turkey- 
call. On several different occasions men, from the fort 
at Wheeling, had gone across the hill in quest of a 
turkey, whose plaintive cries had elicited their attention, 
and, on more than one occasion, the men never returned. 
Wetzel suspected the cause, and determined to satisfy 
himself. On the east side of the Creek Hill, and at a 
point elevated at least sixty feet above the water, there 
IS a capacious cavern, the entrance to which, at that 
time, was almost obscured by a heavy growth of vines 
and foliage. Into this the alluring savage would crawl, 
and could there have an extensive view of the hill-front 
on the opposite side. From that cavern issued the de- 
coy of death to more than one incautious soldier and 
settler. Wetzel knew of the existence and exact local- 
ity of the cave, and accordingly started out l)ef«ire day, 
and, by a circuitous route, reached the spot from the 
rear. Posting him self so as to command a view of 
the opening, he waited patiently for the expected cry. 
Directly the twisted tuft of an Indian warrior slowly 
rose in the mouth of the cave, and, looking cautiously 
about, sent forth the long, shrill, peculiar, **ery,** and 
immediately sunk back out of view. Lewis screened 
himself in his position, cocked his gun, and anxiou.^ly 
waited for a re-appearance of the head. In a few 
minutes up rose the tuft, Lewis drew a fine aim at the 
polished heatl, and the next instant the brains of the 
savaire were scattered about the cave. That turkey 
troubled the inhabitants no longer, and tradition does 
not say whether the place was ever after similarly oc- 
cupied. 

A singular custom with this daring borderer was to 
take a fall hunt into the Indian country. Equipping 
himself, he set out and penetrated to the Muskin;:um, 
and fell upon a camp of four Indians. Hesitating a 
moment, whether to attack a jmrty so much his supe- 
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rior in numerical strength, he determined to make the 
attempt At the hour of midnight, when naught wafl 
heard but the long, dismal howl of the wolf, 

** rrupl fts denth, and hnngry as the Rmve, 
Burning for ltl<Kxl, bony, gaunt, and grim," 

he moved cautioujily from his covert, and, gliding 
through the darknci^s, stealthily approached tiie camp, 
supporting his rifle in one hand, and a tomahawk in 
the other. A dim flicker from the camp-fire faintly 
reveailed the forms of the sleepers, wrapped in \lmt 
profound slumber, which, to part of them, was to know 
no waking. There thev lay, with their dark faces turned 
up to the nitrbt-sky, in tlie deep solitude of their own 
wildeme-'S, little dreaming that their most relentless 
enemy was hovering over them. Quietly resting his 
gun against a tree, he unsheathed his knife, and, with 
au intrepidity that cQuld never be surpassed, steppe<l 
boldly forwanl like the minister of death, and, quick 
as thought, cleft the skull of one of his sleeping victims. 
In an instant, a stcond one was similarly served; and, as 
a third attempted to rise, confused by the horrid yells 
with which Wetzel accompanied his blows, he too shared 
the fate of his companions, and sunk dead at the feet 
of his ruthless slayer. The fourth darted into the dark- 
nc.^'S of the wood and esca{K>d, although Wetzel pursued 
him some distance. Returning to camp, he scalped his 
victims, and then Icfl for liome. When asked, on his 
return, what luck ? ** Not much," he replied. " I treed 
four Indians, but one got away." This unexampled 
achievement stamped him as one of the most daring, 
ami, at the same time, successfid hunters of his day. 
The distance to and from the scene of this adventure 
could not have been less than one hundred and seventy 
miles. 

During one of his scouts, in the neighborhood of 
Wheeling, our hero took shelter, on a stormy evening, 
in a deserted cabin on the bottom, not far from what was 
the residence (in 1851) of Mr. Hamilton Woods. Gath- 
ering a few broken boards, he prepared a place, in the 
lofty to sleep. Scarcely had he got himself adjusted 
31 
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for a nap, when six Indians entered, and, striking a 
fire, commenced preparing their homely meal. Wetxel 
watched their movements closely, with drawn knife, 
determined, the roomeut he was discovered, to leap m- 
to their midst, and, in the confusion, endeavor to es- 
cape. Fortunately they did not see him ; and, soon 
after supper, the whole six i'ell asleep. Wetzel now 
crawled noiselessly down, and hid himself behind a 
log, at a convenieut distance from the door of the 
cabin. At early dawn, a tall savage stepped from the 
door, and stretching up both hands in a long, hearty 
yawn, seemed to draw in new life from the pure, in- 
vigorating atmosphere. In an instant Wetzel had his 
finger upon the trigger, and the next moment the In- 
dian fell heavily to the ground, his life's blood gushing 
upon the young grass, brilliant with the morning dew- 
drops. The report of his rifle had not ceased echoing 
through the valley, ere the daring borderer was far 
away, secure from all pursuit. 

Some time after General Harraar had erected a fort 
at the mouth of the Muskingum River, where Marietta 
now stands, about 1789, he employed some white men 
to go, with a fla^, among the nearest Indian tribes, to 
prevail with them to come to the fort, and there to con- 
clude a treaty of peace. A large number of Indians 
came, on the general invitation, and encamped on the 
Muskingum River, a few miles above its mouth. Gen- 
eral Harmar issued a proclamation, giving notice that 
a cessation of arms was mutually agreed upon, between 
the white and red men, till an effort for a treaty of 
peace should be concluded. 

As treaties of {>eace with Indians had been so fre- 
quently violated, but little faith was placed in the sta- 
bility of such engagements by the frontiersmen ; notwith- 
standing that they were as frequently the aggre:?sors as 
were the Indians. Half the backwoodsmen of that day 
had been born in a fort, and grew to manhood, as it were, 
in a sie.ire. The Indian war had continued so long, and 
was so bloody, that they believed war with them was to 
continue as long as both survived to fight. With these 
impressions, as they considered the Indians faitliless, it 
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difficult to inspire confi.lence in tho stolnlltr e 
Wliile Ui-injnil llurrnar was diligeiilly en^BgC 
Indians, rndi^iivuriug to riiak<^ ^me, Ltwig 
fIi«1 concludi^d to go to Fun Harmar, niiil, as the 
Jiiitis would be [Htst>ing and re-piip-ing Iwtwteii iheir 
and tliv fori, he would liave a fair o))[iortijiiiif of^^ 
% (>^l^ He associaleil Hirh hiniFell', in this ente 
by tlio name of Veacli Dit^kerscin, v 
\y a Mmall gradt.' belon Ijiiu in rrsllfSN ilaii 
n iia the entirjirise waa ieB.dv«l un, tliey wfi 
impHiiuiU to |uit it ill ext^i-iition. The muie dungt>r, the 
more exciled and impatient thi-v wew lo fserute thiir 
plan. They set off wiilnmt dciay, anit arrived at (he 
;daiired point, and ^al ihemei^lvcs down in anilniBh, neiir 
imifi leudin^ fmrn ihe Ibrt to the Indian ounp. 
mrtly after they hail riiiiccaUil ihcni^etves hy ihe way- 
le, tliey mvw an Indian a|ipr<iuching on hur«e-i>acK, 
running his hurse at t'ul) Fpeed. 1 hey railed lo liim, 
but, owing Ui the dtittcr of the huryc't feet, he did not 
liev or heed their uill, hnt ke'pt nn at a sweeping gallop. 
When the Indian had nearly passed, they concluded to 
give hrni a r^hot ns lie rcMle. They find; hut. ae the 
Indiiui did not fall, ihey ihnuglit they had mi^eed him. 
As the alarm wmild aoou be r-preiid that an Indian had 
been shot nt, and as lar^n niiniherii tif them were near 
nt hand, ihey coramcneed nn imniedinte retreat fo llieir 
home. Afl their neiglilMirs knew the rhjecl of tlieir 
ex|>e<Iitiim, as niMin oa ihev rclurned, tliev were asleil, 
what luck? W.-tiel niiswVn-d that they had had luck 
— they hail seen but one Indian, and ho on horrelinck — 
tliat thi'y hud Tirol nt him a< he rode, hut he did nt>t 
fall, but went (ifl* M-raU'hing tuH liack, as if he hod lieen 
atung by a yelluwjiicket. The tnitli was, they had 
wliot him through tlie hiiM and Iow<t pan of the bt^lly. 
He rode to the fort, and that night expired of his 
woumi. It prtiveil to tie a large, fini'-hioking savage^^ 
f comjdemble cclirbrity, and known by the name ( 
■ iirge Washington. 

It wanBiHin rumored, to General Hnrmar, that Lew: 
EV«tzeI was the niuriierer, (ieiicrnl Hiii 



Japtitin Kingobury, niih i 



tupuny of men, to I 
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Miniro Bottom, with orders to take Wetzel, alive or 
deaci — a useless and iinputent order. A company of 
men couLi as easily have drawn Bt^elzebub out of the 
bottomless pit, as take Lewis Weizel, by force, from 
the Miiigo Bottom settlement. On the <lay tliat Cap- 
tarn Kingslmry arrived, there was a shooting match ia 
the neigliborhooil, and Lewis was there. As ifoon as 
the object of Ca[)t;iin Kingsbury was ascertaine<), it was 
resolved to ambush the captain's barge, and kill him 
and his company. Happily Major McMahan w;is 
pre-ent to prevent this catastrophe, who prevailed on 
Wetzel and his friends to suspend the attack, till he 
would pay Captain Kingsbury a visit; perhaps he would 
induce him to return without making an attempt to 
take Wetzel. With a great deal of reluctance, they 
agreed to susj>end the attack till Major McMahau 
should return. The resentment an<l fary of Wetzel and 
his frientis, were boilini^ and blowing like the >t"am 
from a ^cap.'-pipi of a steamboat. *'A pretty affiir 
tliis," siiid they, **to hanu; a man for killing an Indian, 
when they arvj killing some of our men almost every 
clay." Major McMalian informed Captain Kingsbury 
of the f)rce and fnrv of the people, and assured him 
that, if he p.'rsisted in the attempt to seize Wetzel, he 
would have all t!ie settlers in the country upon him; 
that nothini:: could save him and his company from 
ma-sacre, but a speedy return. The captain took his 
advic.^ and fort'.iwith returne 1 to Fort Harmar. Weizel 
consiilered the affair now as finally adju.-ted. 

As Lewis was mver long stationary, but ranged, at 
will, along the river from Fort Pitt to the falls of the 
Ohio, and was a welcome guest and perfectly at home 
wherever he went, shortly after the attempt to seize 
him by Captain Kingsbury, he got into a canoe, with 
t le intention of proceeding down the Ohio to Kentucky. 
He had a friend, by the name of Hamilton Carr, who 
had lately settled on the island near Fort Harmir. 
Here he stopped, with the view of lodging for the nii;ht 
By some means, which never were explained. General 
Harmar was advi-ed of his being on the island. A 
guard was sent, who crossed to the island, surrounded 
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: Cnrr's Iioiik<, went in, nnJ, aa Wetzel lay B£le€ 

wm seized by numliei's; hi? hatuls and ftet eecuM 

K>uiid, and he was hurtled off into a boat, and I 

lt)i>-nce pla^'ed in k guard-room, i>liere he was lov 

B^'iili imiis. 

Tlio ignoiiiiiiy of Menring iron hnndciifTx and hntibltj 
' bcitiu: vhidni'd duwii, to a man ot hiit ind<pend<. 

n-simtie spirit, was more paiulul than dt^tttjl 
lortly ulier he was i-ontined, he sent tor Geiifq 
Harmur, and fcqurated a visit. Tlit ^eneial Ya 
Welit^l adiiiiiled, witlmut heeitiition, "ihat he had ^helt 
)lli« Ind<im." As he did not Mi^li to he hung likr- a dng, 
ft>c rw|np»t«j Lhi' gt-neral to give liini up lo ilie India 
ai\m being a lur^e Lumber of them |ire>eDt. 
Slight pliwo ihfm all in a circle, with their Fcuipiif 
ives and t>i[iiaha»k-, and |>i^e him ii toiiialiawk a 
lie him in the midst nf tJi<^ circle, and Ihm Ift h. 
d the Iiidiaus fi-hl it out thf b^H wnv tiny ciiiiM 
The gtrnenil tuld him. "thai he wua an ofHccr appoiiitji 
by tl.e [aw, by wliich he niuat ho ^overne*!. As til 
law did not auihoi'iiu- him tii innki' tticli a c(mi|in>nii|l 
■^ coiiid nni gnini hi« request." After n firw dad 
lloiiKer ivinfi Ill-men t, he ngiiin ttnt for the gi-nenil T 
tcnnf. and ste him ; and he did jo. Wetzel »aid "f 
kiid nevKr luei) confined, and cculd iiot liw roni 
he wan nut peimitted euinu ruoui to WH 

The general ordtrcd the offii-er on guani to knock d 

iin fi-ituro, liut 111 leavi! <m hiti ImndcutIK uiid [Mi 

intt him to walk almui on the p«ini at ihc nioutJi A 

■lie Mnnkinguni ; hut to Iw- sun; and ket p a cliee wald 

%pOM him. As 9»«n as tliey ueic uuieide tlie furt-gi 

wis liegnn in eiij«r abont like a wild cult limke 1( 

III the >tidl. tic wonUl sturt and run a f^w ynr^ 

if hft WAS iiImiui making an e.'enpe, itien turn r 

ml jiiin the ^iiitrd:). The next eiurt he uonld r|| 

nd then Ntnp. In tliia way be aniusi'd I 

bn.-ird for wiuie lime, at evtry start running 

tirtltpr. At leiigih he called Ibrth all lit- ftr'-iiuH 

aii<l aulivttv, and deirrmined oii freedom J 

I varly grave. U>; giive a biiddin apriug Tirwari 
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and bounded off at the top of his ppeed for the shelter of 
his beloved woods. His movement was so quick, and 
80 unexpected, that the guards were taken by surprise, 
and he got nearly a hundred yards before they recov- 
ered from their astonishment They fired, but all 
missed ; they followed in pursuit, but he soon left them 
out of sight. As he was well acquainted with the 
country, he made for a dense thicket, about two or three 
miles from the fort In the midst of this thicket, he 
found a tree which had fallen across a log, where tlie 
brush was very close. Under this tree he squeezed his 
body. The brush was so thick that he could not be 
discovered unless his pursuers examined very closely. 
As soon as his escape was announced. General Harmar 
started the soldiers and Indians in pursuit Afler he 
had lain about two hours in his place of concealment, 
two Indians came into the thicket, and stood on the 
same log under which he lay concealeil ; his heart beat 
so violently he was afraid they would hear it thumping. 
He could hear them hallooing in every direction as 
they hunted through the brush. At length, as the 
evening wore away the day, he found himself alone in 
the friendly thicket. But what should he do? His 
hands were fastened with iron cuffs and bolts, and he 
knew of no friend, on the same side of the Ohio, to 
whom he could apply for assistance. 

He had a friend who had recently put up a cabin 
on the Virginia side of the Ohio, who, he had no 
doubt, would lend him every assistance in his power. 
But to cross the river was the difficulty. He could 
not make a raft with his hands bound, and though an 
excellent swimmer, it would be risking too much to 
trust him-elf to the stream in that disabled condition. 
With the most gloomy foreboding of the future, he 
left the thicket as soon as the shades of night began to 
gather, and directeil his way to the Ohio, by a circui- 
tous route, which brought him to a lonely spot, three 
or four miles below the fort. He made to this place, 
as he expected guards would be set at every jH)int 
where he could find a canoe. On the oppo>ite shore 
he saw an acquaintance, Isaac Wiseman by name, fiidi- 
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\bg in a csnoo. Not dnring to call to li 
jouli] not know wlieiher his eneiniea were not nitliia 
|«ound "f his voice, lie waved hia Imt for some time 
attract the iioiue of his friend. Iiavinj:; previously in- 
duced iiim to diiect bis eye that course by a gentle 
aiilashiiig in the watir. Thin brought Wiseman to bia 
^h^tunce, who reiidily aidul liia escape, Ouce on the 
^iTirgiiiia oiiore, he had notliiiig to fear, as he hud nell- 
iiUhers all through ihe country, who would have shed 
Huod, if uecessnry, tor hiBdet'wise. It was noi, however, 
Uiiil years had elapsed, and General Harmar relumed 
9 Philailelphia, tiiat it became Bale fir WiBenian to 
pvow the act, such was the weakne^ of civil uuthority 
pd the ahsiilute supremacy of militnry rule on tlie 
rontji-r. A file and hammer soon rehased him from 
e heavy haudciilTs. After ihe nighi's vest had recruited 
8 energies, he set nut for fresh adventures, hia friend 

nVing 8uii|>lied him witli a rifle, mn munition, and 

blanket. He t<iok a canoe and nent down the river fur 
Kentucky, where lie should leel safe fi-om Hie grasp of 
HaruKirand his iiivrmidona. 



I 

lia^^^l 



Sulwieijuciitly to ^Velzel's escape. General Harmar re- 
■ovcd hiK liend-quariere (o Fort Woihiugi on, Cincinnati. 



id-qu«riere (o Fort Wnihiugi 
pae of h's fii'st iilGcial acta there, was to issue a procl^ 
nation, uff..'ring cunsiilerahle revmrdd for the apprehen 
Hon and delivery of Lewis at ifae gurriBun there. N« 
jUn, howuver, was found base or dnring enough 
■tempt this service. 

I Ou bia way down. Welnl liinded at Point PIeaaanl_ 

ipd liillowing his usuul humor, vtheu he liail no wurK 

nong Indians on [he I'arjvt, rangiil ihe town, fur a 

kw days, wiih as much unconcern as if he nei-e on his 

wn farm. Lieutenant Kiugttbury. attached to Harnmr's 

wn ciimniiuid, bappcneil to t>e at the mouth of the Ke- 

iwha ut the lime, and si-outing aluiui, while ignorant 

WetK^l's pr&?ence, met him — unexijeciedly to both 

^rtiefl. ].«wis, being i:enerHlly on tlie ^i vivt, eaw 

iiigibury fint, and liidied with great firrnneaa in tiia 

Mth, leaving to the lieutenant to deci>te his own courar 

priieediirc, feeling himsflf pre]>aied and ready, 

frhatever ttiat might be. Kingsbury, a brave mi 



K 
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himself, had too mnch good feeling toward such a gal- 
lant spirit as Wetzel to attempt his injury, if it were 
even safe to do so. He contented himself with saying, 
" Get Old of my sight, you Indian JdUer!" And Lewis, 
who was implacable to the savage only, retired slowly 
and watchfully, as a lion draws off, measuring his steps 
in the presence of the hunters, being as willing to avoid 
unnecessary danger as to seek it, when duty called him 
to act. 

He regained his canoe and put off fir Limestone, at 
which place, and at Washington, the county tiwn, be 
established his head-quarters for some time. Here he 
engaged on hunting parties, or went out with the scouts 
after Indians. When not actually engaged in such 
service, he filled up his leisure hours at shooting- 
matches, foot-racing, or wrestling with other hunters. 
Major Fowler, of Washington, who knew him well 
during this period, der^ciibed him as a general favorite, 
no le<s from his pei*sonal qualities than for \i\< services. 

While en;;age(l in these occupations at M.-iysviHe, 
Li.'Uteiiant Lawler, of the re;:ular army, who wa>5 goiiii; 
down the Ohio to Fort AVa>hington, in what was ealled 
a Kentucky boat, full of soldiers, landed at Mavsville, 
and found Wetzel sitting in one of tlie taverns, lletnni- 
in:^ to the boat, he ordered out a file of soKliers, st iz d 
AVetzel and drag;ied him on hoard the boat, and, \vi:h- 
out a mo:nent*s delay, pushed off, and that same night 
delivere I him to General Harniar, at Cincinnati, by 
whom the prisoner wa^ aj^ain put in irons, preparatory to 
hi> trial and eonsctpient condemnation, tor what Lewis 
disdained to deny or conceal, the kiiiin^r of the Imlian at 
^Marietta. Bnt Harmar, like St. Clair, altliougli acjpiaint- 
ed with the routine of military service, wis <h\'^ti»ute of 
the practical <,^oo,l sense, always indispensable in fi ontit-r 
settlement-!, in which >U!h >evere measures werv* uuve 
likely to rouse the settlers to flame than to intimidate 
them; and soon found the country around him in arms. 

The story of Weizers captivity — captured and liable 
to punishment for s'iOolin;^^ an Indian merely — spread 
throngh the settlements like wiid-fiie, kin<lling the 
passions of the frontier men to a high pitch of furv. 



ptib'ons for tlie release of Wt'liel cftme in tn Generl 
ir. from all qiinrUrs anil ull claiiiii-H of eocietn 
> theH>, nt fIrFt, lie pnid little nircnci-m. At lengt 
Ihp svitlementii al-'Ug the Oliio, mid some evi 
Ilk counties, be;^ui tn emln"lj- in inilitiiry army t 
eleiue the priwicitr vi H armii. I!epn.-sentatioii3 
Miu to Judge Sj-iiiniBs, wliicli iiiduceil him to is 
"it of hd>r<u firpu* in the cum;, Joliu Clnwson, 
trr hiinieis of Columbia, whn had gime doun t 
d his trial, went security fur AVlIsmI's j:0(id ln!lin 
Dd. being diseliiirgtd, he viae escorted with grcnt tr^ 
nph to Culuriibin, and treated, at that place, to hid 
tapper, etc. Judge Foster, who gave these last paw 
IB, described him at this period (August 2ttt)a 
ao tiboul twentv-six years of age, ahout fire fi 
3 inelies liigh. He was full-brcnatcd, very bro 
a the ihouiders; his amis were large; fkin, dnrktfj 
1 the other hrolher'a; his Ikre, heiivily pitted witT 
6 small-|if>x ; bis hair, of which he was very carcfu] 
ached, when combed out, to ihe calves of the l<gs 
_ I eyes remarkiibly Mack, nnd, when esciUit, s|>ark 
ling with Biich n vindictive gluiice as to indicate jnliiitiljl^ 
it iras hanlly safe tn provoke him to wmih. Ho 
taciturn in mixed coni|i:iny. allliongb the fidille of thfl 
Tiy nmonc his sixrial friends and acquaintances, Hif 
BuraU Btid nabits, ciimiwred with those iif hi^ grnert. 
Wociatcs end the tone of society in the West of lh»l 
l»y, were qnitc exemplary. 

f hhortly aft»r hi* return frtim Kentucky, a rclatlw ^ 
fnm Duiiknrd t'reek, invited Lewis home with him^,] 

iviiation WHS aceeWed, and the two leisure!]^ 
fended tlieir way uloiig, hnnling and siiorling a 
ivelcd. On rcaohhig the homu of tne yoiui? mairi 
rbat shoirld ihey see hut, ittKieiid of the huspilabld r 
bpileo'xtnokin^ ruimi! Wi-U'l instantly examined (]., 
lii, and found that the mamndtni were three Indian! 
1 one while man. and that they had taken 
fri^nncr. That eaplivc proveil to lie the hetnitlied c 
■e voniig man, whr>m nothinj: could n'smiin froBt^ 
whmg oil in imm.diiilc piinsuil. Plnciug hitii 
r the dinwlion of Wetzc I, tliu two strmie on, hoping ttfl 
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overhaul tlie enemy before they had crossed the Ohio. 
It was found, after proceed lug a short distance, that 
the savages had taken great care to obliterate their 
trail ; but the keen discern metit of Wetzel once on the 
track, and there need not be much difficulty. lie knew 
th.^y would make for the river by the most expedidous 
route, and therefore, dii<regarding their trail, he pushed 
on, so as to head them at the crossing-place. After an 
hour's hard travel, they struck a pain which the deer 
had made, and which their sagacity had taught them 
to carry over kiioUs, in order to avoid the great curves 
of ravines. Wetzel followed the path because he knew 
it was in almost a direct line to the point at which he 
Wiis aiming. Night coming on, the tireless and deter- 
mined hunters partook of a hurried meal, then again 
pushed forward, guided by the lamps hung in the 
heavens above them, until, toward midnight, a heavy 
cl'»u 1 shut out their light and obscured the path. 
Early, on the following morning, they resumed the 
cha-e, and descending from the elevated ridiie, along 
which they had been passing for an hour or two, fuund 
themselves in a deep and quiet valley, which looked as 
though human steps had never before pressed its virgin 
soil. Traveling a short distance, they discovered fresh 
footsteps ill the soft sand, and, upon close examinaiion, 
the eye of WetZvd's companion detec.ed the impress of 
a small shoe, with nail-heads around the hcid, which he 
at once recognized as belonging t«) his affianced. Hour 
aft T hour the pursuit was kept up : now tracing the 
trail across the hills, over alluvian, and of. en detecting 
it where the wily caj)tors had taken to the beds of 
streams. Late in the afternoon, they found themselves 
approaching the Olii«), and, shortly aftiT dark, dis- 
covered, as they struck the river, the camp of the ent-ray 
on the oppo-iitc side, and just below the mouth of Ca|> 
tina. Swimming the river, the two reconnoitered the 
position of the camp, and di-covercil the locality of 
the captive. Wetzel proposed waiting until daylight 
before making the attack, but the almost frantic lover 
was for immediate action. Wetzel, however, would 
listen to no suggestion, and thus they waited the break 
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f Hnv, At earlv <lnivn, the e 



tring 



tn I 



1 Wet/.i'l flirecled his 






o ttikc good ulm ut the nhtte reneeaiie, wliile he would 1 
make mvK work of one of tlie IntTiaiis. Tli«y firtd at I 
tliu Bunie moriieut. nml with fhial etlect. Iiislnutly tlie I 
VDiins; man ru-lieil forwnnl lo relmsc the captive; and 
Wetiel, relonitiiig. ptir^ue<j ihe two Indians n ho hail tiiken 
to Uie wixids to ii>wriiuii tlie slri'iii^th of the aitiu-king 

rarly. UVtxel ]iui'^ue<j a short di^tiince, atid tlieri fin-d 
U rifle at random, to diuw the IiidiaiiB from thiir re- 
tr< nt. The tiick succeedid. and they made alter him 
with iiplifie<l toniuhawks. yelliug at the heijiht of tht-ir 
voice*. Tlie adroit hunter jioon had his rifle loaded, 
and wheeling suddeidy, discharged Ita conti nt» through 
tiie body of iiis neureet pursuer. The oiher Indian now 
rii»lied impetuously firunrd, thinking lo dii^patch his 
enemy in u moment. Weiiel, however, kepi dodging 
from li-Oi' lo tree, and. being more fleet than the Imlian, 
mniingi^il ti keep aiiead nniil his unerring gun was 
again hiadiil, »hen, turning, lie fired, and thu lust of 
llie piirty hiy dead lii-fi>re hini. 

So<m nfler this, uur hero determined to visit the ex- 
treme 8oiith, and for lliat purpose Higaged on n flat-boat 
atfut having for New Orltnins. Many months elapsed 
before iii^ friends heard any thing of his whereabouts, 
nd then it was to leurn thiit he was in close confine- 
Hit at Nvw Orleao", under winie weightv eharge..] 
^hal the exact nature of this eharge waj", has never J 
Kn fully ascertained ; but it is very lerUiin he was iin< J 
med'and treateii like a fi-Ion lor nearly two years. I 

eharge is nupnosed to have been of liame lrivial| 

tamcter, and has been justly regarded as a great nu 
jgv. It was ath'ged, nt the time of his arrest, tn hai 
len for iitlering enuuterfiir coin; but this being di» 
i^ived, it wa« then elmrgf-d thai he had been guilty ni 
Icit connection with the wife of a Bpanianl. Of llie j 
if'rcof I he»c charges, however, hut litile is known. He 
a finally relcniTd by the intiTVeniion of our goveru- 
' and roachcjl himiti by way of Phlladelphin, to 
city he bid Utm sent from New Orteuns. H« 
laiiiod hut two days ou Wheeling Creek ofier 
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return. From the settlement he went to Wheeling, 
where he remained a few days, and then left again for 
the South, vowing vengeance against the person whom 
he believed to have been accessory to his imprisonment, 
ami in dei^rading his person with the vile rust of a 
felon's chain. During his visit to Wheeling, he remained 
with George Ck)okis, a relative. Mrs. Cook is plagued 
him about getting married, and jocularly asked whether 
he ever intended to take a wife. "No," he replied, 
'' there is no woman in this world for me, but I expect 
there is one in heaven." 

After an abi^ence of many months, he again returned 
to the neighborhood of Wheeling; but whether he 
avenged his real or imaginary wrongs, uj)0!i the person 
of the Spaniard alluded to, is not known. His propeubity 
t) roam the woods was still as great as ever; and nn 
incident occurred w^hicli showed that he had lost none 
of his canning while undergoing incarceration at New 
Orleans. Returning homeward, from a hunt north of 
the Ohio, somewhat fatigued and a little carele-s of his 
movements, he suddenly espied an Indian, in the v^ry 
act of raising his gun to fire. Both immediately spraiii^ 
to trees, and there they stood for an hour, each afraid 
of the other. What was to be done? -To remain there 
during the whole day, f »r it was then early iii the morn- 
ing, was out of the (jno^tion. Now it was that the 
sagacity of Wetzel displayed itself over the child-like 
simplicity of the savage. Cautiously adjusting his 
bear-skin cap to the end of his ramrod — with the 
slightest, most dubious and hesitiiting motion, as though 
afraid to venture a glance, the cap protruded. An in- 
stant, a crack, and off was torn the fatal cap. bv the 
sure ball of the vigilant savage. Leaping from his 
retreat, our hero rapidly advanced upon the astonislu d 
Indian, and ere the tomahawk could be brought to its 
work of death, the tawny foe sprang convulsively into 
the air, and, straightening as he descended, fell ujx)u 
his (ace quite dead. 

Wrtzel was universally ron:ar(led ns one of the most 
efncient scouts and most practiced woodsmen of his dav. 
He was frequently engaged by parties who desired to 
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hunt up and locate land?, but wore afraid of the Indians. 
Under the protection of Lewis Welzel, however, they 
felt safe, and thus he was often engaged for months at 
a time. Of those who became largely interes-ti'd in 
western lands, was John Madison, brother of James, 
afterward President Madison. He employed Lewis 
Welzel to go with hiin tlirx)Ugh the Ktnawha region. 
During their expedition tlu-y came upon a deserkd 
hunter's ciimp, in which were concealed some gootls. 
Kach of them helped himself to a blanket, and that 
day, in crossing Little Kenawha, they were tired upon 
by a conct'ale<l party of Indians, and Madison killed. 
Genend Clark, the eompunion of Lewis in the cel- 
ebrated tour acro-s the Kot ky Mountains, had heard 
much of Lewis Wetzi 1 in Kentucky, and determined 
to secure his services in the j)erih)Us enterprise. A 
messi'Uger was accordingly sent for him, but he was 
reluctant to go. Ht)wever» he finally consented, and 
accompanied the party during the first three months' 
travel, but then declineil going any farther, and returmd 
home. Shortly after this he lett a-ain, on a flat-boat, 
and never returned. He visited a relative named 
Philip iSikes, living ahout twinty miles in tlie interior 
from Natchez, and there made his home,* initil the sum- 
mer of 180S, when he died. The late venerahle David 
Melntvre, of Belmont County, Ohio, one of the ni(»st 
reliahle and respectable men in the SUite, said that ho 
met Lewis Wetzel at Natihez, in*Aj)ril, 1808, and re- 
main<Mi with him three days. That Lewis told him l.e 
Would visit his friends during the then approaching 
summer. But alas, that visit wjis never made! His 
journey was to ** that undi>covered country, from 
whose bourne no traveler returns." 

JOUX WETZEL.* 

In the year 1791 or '92, the Indians having made 
frequent incursions into the settlements, along the river 
Ohio, between Wheeling and the Mingo Bottom — 

*Tho tbrec Bucceediug sketclics are from PrittH* lioitler Life. 



356 WESTERN ADVENTURE. 

sometimes killing and capturing whole &milie8, at other 
timei) stealing all the hur^-es belonging to a station or 
fort — a company, consisting of seven men, rendezvoused 
at a place called the Beech Bottom, on the Ohio River, 
a few miles below where Weilsburg has been erected. 
This comi)aiiy were John Wetzel, William McCulloiigh, 
John Hough, Thomas Biggs, Joseph Hedges, Kiuzie 
Dickerson, and a Mr. Linn. Their avowed object was, 
to VLO to the Indian town to steal hordes. This was then 
considered a legal, honorable business, as we were then 
at open war with the Indians. It would only be retali- 
ating upon them in their own way. These seven men 
were all trained to Indian warfare and a life in the 
woods, from their youth. Perhaps the western frontier 
at no time could furnish seven men whose souls were 
better fitted, and whose nerves and sinews were better 
strung, to perform any enterprise which required resolu- 
tion and firmness. They crossed the Ohio, and pnKreeded, 
with cauti«)iis steps and vigilant glances, on thiir way 
through the cheerles-*, dark, and almost impenetmhle 
forest, in the Indian country, till they came to an In- 
dian town, near \vhe:e the head-wati-rs of the Sandusky 
and Muskingum rivers interlock. Here they made a 
fine haul, and set off homeward with about fifteen horses. 
They traveled rapidly, only making a short halt, to let 
their horses graze and breathe a short time, to recruit 
their strength and activity. In the evening of the second 
day of their rapid retreat, they arrived at Wells Creek, 
not far from where the town of Cambridge has been 
since erected. Here Mr. Linn was taken violently sick, 
and they must stop iheir march, or leave him alone to 
perish in the dark antl lonely woods. Our frontier men, 
notwithstanding their rough and unpolished manners, 
had too much of my Uncle Toby's ** sympathy ibr 
suffering humanity," to forsake a comrade in di>tre>s. 
They halted and placed sentinels on their back-trail, 
who remained there till late in the ni^^ht without seeing 
any signs of being pursued. The sentinels on the back- 
tmil returned to the camp; Mr. Linn still lying in 
excruciating pain. All the simple remedies in their 
power were administered to the sick man. without pro- 
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ducing any effect. Being lale in the niglit, they all lay I 
down (0 rest, except one who was phiced a« guurd. 
Their camp was mi ihe bank of a small bmtich. Juht 
before daybreak the ^uard took a small bucket and 
dipped some water out uf the siream ; on earning it Id 
the fiie. he discoveret! the water to be mudity. Tlio 
muildy water awaked hix suspicion tliat the enemy . 
might be ajiproaching them, ami were wiilking down in I 
the stream, iid tlieir footsteps nould he iioii^elecs in thfl I 
water. He wakeil liis companions, and lommunicatetl I 
hia suspicion. They aroae, exnniiued die hranch a lilllfi I 
tlistance, and listened attentively fur some time, but J 
neither caw nor heard any thing, and then concluded it 1 
must have been raccoonfl or tome other animals pud- • 
dling in the stream. AOer this conclusion, the com- 1 
pany all lay down to rest, except the sei.tinel. who wasl 
sTatinnt-d just outside of tlie I'lihi. H»|ipily fur theml 
the five had bumi-d down, and only a few coaU afforded J 
a dim light to jioint out where they lay. The enemy 1 
hud come silently duwu the cnek, iie the seiiiiuel e 
pected, to within ten or tuelve feet of the place uh< 
they lay, and fired teveral guns over tie bank. Sir. I 
Linn, the »ick man, was lyin^ wilh his side lowani tha J 
l>ank, and receivtd nearW all the halls which were at J 
first lind. The Imliuns then, with tiemendous yellit, f 
mounted the bunk with loaded rifles, «ar-cluhs. and I 
tomahawk!', rushed upon our men, who fiod bartfi>oiedl 
and without anus. Mr. Linn, Thotnaa Biggs, audi 
Joseph He-tges were killed tn and near the camp. I 
William SleOuHough had run but a short Histuncsl 
when he wa» fireil at by the enemy. At the instant J 
the firing was given, he jumped into a qungmire and '. 
fell ; the Indiamt, fu|ip<))<nig that they liad killed him, 
mil piist ill pursuit uf others. He soon extiitaterl him- 
self out of the mi>e, an-l so maile hie escape. He fell 
in with John Hough, and came into Wlieiling. John 
WfUel and Kinzie Diekerson met in their retreat, ami I 
retunied Ingetlier. Those who mode tlteir escape wvrvl 
without arms, without clothing, or provisions. Their] 
U)frerings were great; but thi^ they horc wiih fti 
"lercoce, as it was the fortune of war, Wlulhor tht J 
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Indians who defeated our heroes followed in pursuit 
from tht'ir towns, or were a party of warriors who ac- 
cidentally happened to fall in wuth them, has never 
been ascertained. From the place they had stolen the 
horses, they had traveled two nightcs and almost two 
entire days without halting, except, just a few minutes 
at a time, to let the horses graze. From the circum- 
stance of their rapid retreat with the lior:?es, it was 
supposed that no pursuit could possibly have overtaken 
them, but that fate had deereed that this party of In- 
dians should meet and defeat them. As soon as tlie 
stragglers arrived at Wheeling, Captain John M'Cul- 
lough collected a party of men, and went to Wells 
Creek, and buried the unfortunate men who fell in and 
near the camp. The Indians had mangled the dead 
bodies at a most barbarous rate. Thus was closed the 
horse-stealing tragedy. 

Of the f )ur who survived tliis tragedy, none are now 
livlnor to tell the storv of their sufferiujj. Tlicv con- 
tinucd to hunt and to rij:ht as long as the war lasted. 
John Wetzel and Dickerson died in the couutrv near 
AVheeling. John Ho.igh died about 1842, near Colum- 
bia, Hamilton Countv, Ohio. The brave Captain 
William M'Cullough 'fell in 1812, in the battle of 
Brownstown, in the campaign with General Hull. 

joiix >vi:tzi:l and veach dickersox. 

Joiix Wetzel and Voach Dickerson associated to 
go on ail Indian scout. They crossed the Ohio at the 
]\Iin;;o B )ttom, three miles below where the town of 
S(cul)envil!e has since l)een constructed. Thov set off 
with the avoweil intention of bringing an Indian pris- 
oner. Th.'y painted and dressed in complete Indian 
style, and could talk some in their lan2juage. What 
inducrd them to undertake this hazardous enterprise, 
is unknown; perhaps the novelty and danger of the 
undertaking prompted them. No reward was given for 
either prisoners or scalps; nor were they employed or 
paid by the government. Every man fought on his 
own hook, furnished his own arms and ammunition, and 



■Rfinx. 859^^^ 



JOiry WKTZEL <t %-E.lCH DICKERSOJf. 859 

cairipd Ilia own haggle. This was, to all intcnte, a 
di'inorratic Wur, as every one fiiii[.>ht ns often and aa 
loiix IIS lie pleaded; eiilier by him^ll', or with such com- 
pany as he ci'uld cimlide in. As ihc whiu- men uii the 
fioiilier tu.>k but fi-w ]>ri:«oner)', Witicl and Dickenion 
(inicluded to chiiii^ tliu {iractice, ntid bring in an In- 
dian to make a \<H. Whatever wliira may ha\'e iiidui 
ihem, ibey e^t utf wiih the uvuwid iiiientmn of bring! 
ill n [irieoiier, or laiing their uwii >cnI)K in the attccn], 
Tliey pu_died Ihniujjh tlie Imilnn itmniry wilh silen. 
' treads, uud a keen hiokout, till ihry went iienr the head 
<if the Haiiilu^ky Kiver, where they came near to a Email 
Indian villa<;e. They miiM'alfd ihrinselvea near to a 
]mih wliifh npficared in be r<in^idiTidily rravtled. In 
the course of the fir-t day of iheir ambui'li, ihey saw 
Bi'venil smiill eoinpniiie^ of Iniliitns pnss ihciti. A» it 
vf«* not iheir wisli lo rni-^e iin iihirm among the enemy, 
they permittt-d ihem to puss inidiflnilK'd, In tlie even- 
ing of tlie aext day, lliey sniv tw" Inditins coming siiuii- 
terin); uiong tlie toad, in qiiit« n merry mood. They 
iinineiliiitely slcpiml into the niad, and, with a confldent 
air, as If liny were imelin^i frieiid.", went forwnid until 
they cnme within reach of tlie enemy, ■ Wetzel drew 
his lomiihiiwk, and, with one sweep, knocked an Indinn 
down; nt the wimc inftnnt, l>ii-kcrwin grasped the oilier 
In hi* arms, and threw him oil the ground. Ity tiiia 
time Wetzel hail killcii the other, and turned hiH bniid 
to aid iti fustentii;; the primmer. Thie eumjiletcd. they 
i>ciiiiied the dead Indinn, nnd eet off nitlt the prisoner 
fur home. Tliey travelcil, all tliat Qlgbl, uii the nar- 
pnth leading toward Wheoling. In the morning they 
Btruck off from thi' beaten |iath, taking; diverge courses, 
and keopiiig on the hnnhst ground, where their fe«t 
would m;ike the Icnst improAsion. ns this would nmler 
th<ir trail more Hiflicult to follow in ease thev bIiouIiI 
lie jnir«ued. They pushed alon^' till thev hiicl cronnrd 
the iVIu>'kingum «omo distance, when thi-ir prisoner be- 
gan lo »how a ri'stlve, ulubhorn disposition; he iinally 
threw him^f on tho ground nnd refused to rire. tie 
hdd down his hctui, and told them they might toma* 
buwk him as soon as they pleaaed, fur be was deter- 
32 
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mined to go no farther. They used every argument 
tlicy' could think of, to induce him to proceed, but with- 
out any effect. He wiid ** he would prefer dying in his 
native woods, than to preserve liis life a little longer, 
and, at lust, he tortured by fire, and his body mangled 
ft)r sport, when they took him tt> their towns." They 
assure<l him his life would be spared, and that he would 
be well used, and treated with plenty. But all their 
efforts would not induce him to rise to his feet. The 
idea that he would be put to death for sport, or in re- 
venge, in presence of a large number of spectators, who 
would enjoy, with raptures, the scenes of his t4)rture and 
death, liad taken such a strong hoLI of liLs mind, that 
he determined to disappoint the pos-sibility of their be- 
ing gratified at \\\i expense. As it was not their wish to 
kill him, from coaxing, they C()nclude<l to try if a 
hickory, well applied, would not bend his stubborn soul. 
This, too, failed to have any effect. He api»eared to be 
as callous and indifferent to the la-<h as if he had In-en 
a coopers horse. What invincible resolution and forti- 
tude was ovincid by this son of the forest! Fin<ling 
all their efforts to urge him forward ineffectual, they 
determined Xm put him to death. They then toma- 
hawked an<l scalped him, and left his. body a prey to the 
wild beasts of the forest, and to the birds of the air. 
Our heroes then returned home with their two scalp-*; 
but vexed and disappointed that they could not bring 
with them the prisoner. 



JACOB WETZEL AND SIMON KENTON. 

The following relation I had from General Kenton : 
Kenton and Wetzel madp arrangements to make a fall 
hunt together; and for that purpose they went into the 
hillv countrv, near the mouth of the Kentuckv River. 
When they arrived in that part of the country in which 
thev intended to make their hunt, thev discovered some 
signs of Indians having pre-oecupied the ground. It 
would have been out of character in a Kenton and a 
Wetzel to retreat, without first ascertaining the descrip- 
tion and number of the enemy. They determined to 
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nn<I tlie Iniliai) ciimp, nliicH lliry Iwlievetl w«a at no J 

igreat distance Ir'-ni ihcm, as tlicyhud lieanl re|Mirte of j 

[tins litt« ill the evening, aud eurly the next uiuniii 

t tlie Kime dinciinn. Tliis conviiictil them thut 1 

was st no ;;rent disbince from the firing. 

^ moved cantioualy iibiiur, ninking ns little sign t 

laibi^, th*t they niiyht not Ue discovered hy the eneni] 
(ard pveiiiiip of ihc second diiv afltr they arrivi 
e grounil, they tlL-coveied the Indiiin ciimp. T' 
..^l themBclvcs fonccal.d, i!etermini-d, us soin as n 
iipjiroticheil, to rcwniioiiir the diuiilion und mindior of 
M enemy; and Ihi-n govcrti llieir i^tiire op^rutiuna 
« pniik-nce might dirtut4>. They found five Indiana In 
'the camp. Having confideiieu in ihem«eivi'e, and in 
llicir usunl gmxl furtuiip. tluy I'oudiidtMl to ntlaik them 
boldly, fontnirj' to military nilt*, they ngrevd to difir 
lhi> a'ttnck lill lij:Iit. In military iifTuire it is a gciH-rul 
rule lo avoid night liKht*, cxra-pt where ^mall ntiniht-''^ 
intend lo nti-nult n larger force, The nighl i- •'■ 
chosen, iw the ditrknc.-s, the iinniWs of the as» 
)>einff uneertain, miiy priKltico paniii^ and ci>nfn»i< 
shit»i may givi- the victory U> liir inferior nnndiei 
bur IieMcs chiM-c dnylight nnd an ojten field for t 
Tght. There W!>a a lorgc ialh-n tree lying ntar t 
mp; ttds would serve aa a ramjjiirt for difcnfe, ai 
mfd aim servM lo cuncrnl them I'mm iib^ervatton t 
i haitk- romnienre<l. Thev tmik their station bcUit 
■ log, niid there lay till broad ilnylight. whrti T 
re uhle to draw & dear Wad. Jacob \Velitel hi 
loubli-harreled rifle. Their guns were ciketl — IliS 
)oV aim, and pivc the precnneerti d >igiia] — fireil. Mil 
■iw.. Indians fell. A» ijuirk as thouglil, Weliel fird 
Kli» Bfi'ond load, atul di<«n f. II ihc thini Indian. Tht| 
iSnmber was equal, und they lumnded over the ICM 
lacreaming and yelling nt llic hig1lt;l^l pilch of tli^ 
I Tuic<-B, to strike terror into their remaining encmiM 
mild were among them before tlioy rifovt-red from til 
Budden surprise. The two rt^hiuiniiig Indian'^, wiiboi 
arms, took to their heels, nnd nui in difftrtnt directioni 
^Kenton pursncd one, whom he wxin overhnule 
Uuiwkedaud scalped, and iheu rtlurued, wlih th 
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trophy, to the camp. Shortly after, Wetzel returned 
with the scalp of the fifth Indian. Tiiis was a whole- 
sale slaughter that but few, except such men as a Ken- 
ton and a Wetzel, would have attempted. 



MAJOR SAMUEL McCOLLOCH.* 

FIRST 8IEOE OF WHEELING. 

Among the earliest settlers on Short Creek, not far 
from Wheeling, Virginia, was the McColIoch family, 
composed of three brothers, Abraham, Samuel, and 
John, and two sisters — the latter as lovely, devoted, 
and gentle as the brothers were bold, brave, and gen- 
erous. No men were more respected by their neighbors, 
or more dreaded by the Indians. At an early age, 
Samuel, the second son, distinguished himself as a 
bold and efficient borderer. As an ** Indian hunter,** 
he had few superiors. He seemed to track the wily 
red man with a sa<^acity as remarkable as his efforis 
were successful. lie Wiis almost constantly en^niired 
in excursitms against the enemv, or " scouting" for the 
security of the sottlenient-*. It was mainly to these 
energetic operations that the frontier was so often 
saved from savat^e depredation; and by cutting off 
their retreat, attacking their hunting camps, and an- 
novin;? them in various other wavs, he rendered him>elf 
so great an object of fear and hatred. For these they 
marked him, and vowed sleepless vengeance against the 
name. In ccmsideration of his very many efficient services, 
Samuel McColIoch was commi&ione<i major, in 1775. 

In the month of Aujrust, 1777, information was re- 
ceived, from some friendly Moravian Indians, that a larire 
army of Indians — composed chiefly of warriors fi-ora the 
great North-western Confederacy — were makinor vigor- 
ous preparations to strike an effective and terrible blow 
upon some of the settlements on the upper Ohio. It 

« Arranged from DeHass' History of Western Virginia. 
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B Etated, too, that tliis chosen body of eavagea would 
Ebe under llie lead of HimiFii Oiilj-, n reiieyaile wliite 
niuii of uiusl ivlentles^ uiid iniutiuble ferocity toward 
Ills reiiiiuiiciKl eoiinirynti'D. It soon became maiiitcet 
at what ix)iut the enemy desigiieil to strike. With 
apnretieiisiuiis of dread, ihe ecttlera at the mouth 
\Vli(.-t-liiig (numbering about thirty families) bctookr 
thciii^elvt^s to their fort, aud with calm reaoluti< 
ailed tlie ii<sue. 

Eiirly ill the evening of the thirty-firet of Airgas^ 
!}B|>hiin Jtieepb Ogle, uho had l)een sent out eome daya' 
tefure, at the head »f U^n or fifteen ineu, to Boout along 

: diflereni ruiiles usually followed by tlie Indiune, 

turneil to Wlieeliiig, uml reporti'd no tnimediaie d 

ol diin}.'(-r- The Iniliunti, with their aecustomcd eagacity, 

mspicliiij; tliut tlieir movemeutfl might be watched, 

■hfliidoiied all the piitha usually trodden, and dividing, 

^^a they approaclied the ri'Ver, into «inatl distinct partii 

^B^ek out along neii^nes for the Ohio. WithoiM 

Bli»v«ry, rhey reached the vicinily of Hoggs' Uland (tt 

*lBileB below Wheeling Creek), and there eonsolidatin] 

their force, crossed the iiver and proceeded directly 

the creek bottom, under covt-r of night, and conwlet 

tlieir plana for movement in the morning. The Indj 

my conaisted of over three hundred and BftvMingoes, 

,wneea, and WyanHotta. It w-as comniantleil by the 

lintoriutia renegade, Simon Girly, and well fumii^hed 

l^th arms, ammuniiion, etc., by ine infamous Hnmilion, 

'T of Cauaila. Girty dijrpo^ of bis men in two 

nwa the Ijottom. which, at that time, was cleared 

i moetlv in com. and etrelcbed from tlic river to the 

•ek. They wei'e arranged at convenient distances, 

ud iS'eotnully concealed by the \\\^\i wecd^ and corn. 

I*ot>tid near the tenter of thew Uneii, and dcfe to 

ft puth leading from (he fort (which they suppoei-d some 

f the whites would [iom along in the morning), wen. 

_ Indians. Shortly afU'r tbiybrpak of the first o£|| 

Jeptember, Dr. McMechen, vbo was about retumini 

j^t of the mountains, sent out 8 while man oamot 

BBnyd, and s negro, to calcfa the horses. The two niM 

1 not proceeded (at before tbey diecovci«d Uie six I 
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dians. Hoping to escapo, tliey made a hurried retreat, 
but Boyd was killed. Tlie negro wjxs permitted to re- 
turn, doubtle^'S to niulead the whites as to the actual 
number of the foe. 

The commandant immediately ordered Captain Samud 
Mason, who had brought his company to the fort on 
the previous evening, to go out and dislodge the enemy. 
With fourteen of his men, the gallant captain sallied 
it)rth, and, after proceeding partly across the bottom, 
discovered the six Indians and fired upon them. Al- 
most simultaneously with this discharge, the entire 
Indian army arose, and, with horrid yell^, rushed upon 
the little band of whites. Finding that to stand were 
madness, Mason ordered a retreat, and in person com- 
menced cutting his way through the Indian line. This 
he succeeded in doing, but most of his gallant little 
party perished in the attempt. Out of the fourteen hut 
two escaped, and they, like Captain Mason, eluded tlie 
punuing 8avaf;:es by concealing themselves beneath 
Dril^ and fallen timber. The names of those who 
esca'ped this preneral slaughter, were Hugh McConnell 
and Thomas Glenn. William Shepherd, son of Colonel 
David Shepherd, had gained the spring, near where 
the Wheeling market-hou.-e now stiind^j, when one of 
his feet caught in a vine, and, falling, the pursuing 
savage was instantly upon him, and, with a war-clul), 
dispatched him on the spot. A dense fog concealed this 
from the sight of those in the fort. 

So soon as the disaster to Mason had l)een ascertaine<l 
at the fort, Captain Joseph Ogle, with his dozen ex- 
perienced scouts, advanced to his relief, but not with- 
out forebodings of imminent danger, a-^ the yells of 
the savages, and shrieks of the whites, told ioo plainly 
that a terrible massacre was taking place. With fear- 
less steps Ca[)tain Ogle moved on to the scene of con- 
flict, determined to cover the retreat of his unfortunate 
countrymen, or perish in the attempt. An excited and 
bloody foe rushed upon them, with the fury of demons, 
and all but two or three shared the fate of the first de- 
tachment. Captain Ogle, Sergeant Jacoh Ogle, Martin 
Wetzel, and per]ia|)s one other, were all who escaped. 
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' The Irtss of so mniiy brave niin, at sucli a time, waa 
_l ml blow In thU part i>f the country. Tliose who fell 
were tliK priite ol- tlmt little foi tre^s. Tbey were heroes 
in every sense of the word; men of iron nerve, in<lom- 
itiilile cour,ige, and devoteil patriotism. The valor of 
either would have done honor to the victons of Mara- 
thon. Scurcely had the shrieks of the wounded and 
dying been qnietei), than the aririy of savnges, with 
rei'kiiig sculps, just torn from the heads of the ill-fated 
^^oldiiTy, presented thimselves In frmit of the foit, uiid 
^B^uianded a surrender. The appearance of the enemy, 
^^b they npproacheii, was must formiiluMe. They ad- 
^^nnced in two sciraraie columns, with dium, fife, and 
^TJritish colors. Tlie morning was calm, wnrra, and 
bright; and the sun, just rising over the high iiill whieli 
overliMikeii the fort. w«s gently di»ipiiltiig the henvy 
fug which covereil the blt^y scene on the bottom. 

As the Indians advaitceit, a few scattering shots were 
fired at tlirm from the fori, witliont much execution. 
Girty, having biought up his forces, proceeded to dis- 
pose of them aij follows: The right tlank was brougtit 
around the base of tin- liill, nnd distributeil among tl ~ 
several cabins conxeniei t to ihc fort; iho Icll wi 
oitlciW lo defile l>enrath the river bank, close und< 
the fire. Thus disposed, Girty prcwnlett him^el 
tlic window of a c:il>in, huliliug Ibitli a while ling, 
ofliTiiig conditions of peace. He read ihi: proctami 
tion of Iliiinilion, gnvenior of Canada, and, ni a st ' 
riiin Voice, doniunded the surrender of the f 

f, in case they eomplied, pmlectJon; but if tl 
immciliiito and indipcnminatc massacxo. 
nferred, iu a very boa.''ti>ig manner, to the grciltrd 
t his comiiMiiid; and calKd npon tlicm, as Wul s 
Bcts, lo give un, in obrdient-o to llic doniamf of 
king's DgL'nl, nnd that notoneof ihem should 1m' injur 
Although the whole number of men then in the fi 
did not exceed ten or a doxcn, still thcrewiis nn < 
position to yield; but, on the contrary*, a fixed detei 
mination to defy tlio renegade, and all the f 
King George. 

Girty having finished his harangue. Colonel Davi 
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Shepherd, the commandant, promptly, and in the most 
gallant and eff ctive manner, replied, "Sir, we have 
consulted our wives and children, and all have resolved 
— men, women, and children — sooner to perish at their 
postj than place themselves under the protection of a 
savage army, with you at the head ; or abjure the cause 
of libvtrty and the colonies." The outlaw attempted to 
reply, but a shot from the fort put a stop to auj 
further harangue. 

A darker hour had scarcely ever obscured the hopes 
of the West. Death was all around that little fortress, 
and hopeless despair seemed to press upon its inmates; 
but still they could not and would not give up. Duty, 
patrioti:^m, pride, independence, safety, all required 
thev should not surrender and forswear the cause of 
freedom. 

Unable to intimidate them, and finding the be-ieged 
projf again-Jt his vile promise-*, the chagrined and dis- 
comfited Girty disappeared from the cabin, but in a 
few minutes was seen a[)proaching with a lari^e b<xly 
of Indians, and instantly a tremendous rush was made 
ujK)n the fort. They attempted to force the gates, and 
test the strength of the pickets by nui-cular effl)rt. 
Failing to make any impression, Girty drew off his men* 
a few yards, and commenced a general fire up<m the 
port-holes. 

Thus continued the attack during most of the day, 
and part of the niglit, but without any sensible effv*ct. 
About noon, a temporary withdrawal of* the enemy t<x)k 
place. During the cessation, active preparations were 
carried on within the fort, to resist a further attick. 
Each person was Jissigned some particular duty. Of 
the women, some wore required to run bullets, while 
others were to cool the guns, load and hand them to 
the men, etc. Some of them, indeed, insisted upon 
doing duty by the side of the men, and two a^^tually 
took their position at the port-holes, dealing death to 
many a dusky warrior. 

About three o'clock, the Indians returned to the at- 
tack with redoubled fury. They distributed themselves 
among the cabins, behind fallen trees, etc. The num- 
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s diepofed of, nrnountod to [lerhaps one-half 
Tun's uf Lhe eiieniT- The remainder advai 
le bai>e of the hill south of the fort, aod c 
a vigorous fire upon that part of the stockade. 
%iA was a ciitjiijiigly devised schenie, as it drew most 
r the ioiitatcs to tlint <|uarter. Immediutely a rush 
was made from the cabins, led on by Girty in person, 
and a most determined effort made to force the entrance. 
The ntlempt waa made with heavy timber, but foiled, 
nith the luss of many of tiieir boldest wuniors. 

Heveral similar attempts were made during the afler- 
noon, but all alike (ailed. Maddened and chagiincd by 
repented disappointment and ill-?ucues^, the wvagea 
. withdrew to their covert until night-fall. Day at 
' Hlgth closed ; darkne^ deepened over the waters, and 
UnMMt the stillness of death reigned around. AI)Out 
■faie o'clock, the Bava<^ rc-npneared, making niuht 
Udeous uiili th(.-ir yclU, and the licavcnt lurid witk i 
peir dincharge of musketry. The lights in the fortj 
Wring been extiuguii^hcd, the innial^s lioil tlie advan- J 
, Jaee of thoac without, and many a stalnart savage felll 
ixflure the oleady aim of experienced frontiermeu. Rfr 1 
]>eaie<i alteinpta were made, during the night, to storm 
the fort, an<l lo fire it, but all failetl, through tho i 
vigilance and activity of those within. 

At length that night of horror parsed, and the 
fcciiod of t^pteniber dawned upon the scene, only to 
bring a renewal of the attack. This, however, did not 
long, and despairing of suocom, the savages pr*- _ 
}d to leave. They fired moat uf tlie buildings, kuledJ 
caiile, and were about deporting, when a reliefl 
ty of fuurieon men, under CotoneT Andrew Bwear4 
igen, from Ilulliday's Fort, twenty-four imles sbove,l 
laudi'd in a pirogue, und, undiscuvered by the Indians,! 
gained entrance to the tbrU Shortly aAcr>Tard, Majafl 
Samuel McC'olIuch, at the head of forty mounted men^ 
ifrom Hhort (.'reek, made llieir appearance in front of 
Ue fort, the gales of which were joyfully thrown open. 
Baauhaneoudy with the appearance of McColloch's 
Ben re-appeared the enemy, and a rush was made, to 
wt off toe eotranco of «ome of the party. All, how- J 
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ever, succeeded in pretting in except the gallant major, 
vrho, anxioas for the safety of his men, held back un- 
til his own chiince was entirely cut off. Finding binh 
self surrounded by savages, he rode, at full speed, in the 
direction of the lofty hill, which overhangs the preseat 
city of Wheeling. The enemy, with exulting yelb, 
followed close in pursuit, not doubting they would cap- 
ture one whom of all other men they preferred to 
wreak their vengoaiice upon. Knowing their relratlea 
hostility toward himself, he strained every muscle of 
his noble steed to gain the summit, and then escape 
along the brow in direction of Van Metre's Fort. At 
length he attained the top, and galloping ahead of hh 
pursuers, rejoiced at his lucky escape. As he gained 
a point on the hill, near where the Cumberland Road 
now crosses, what should he suddenly encounter but a 
considerable body of Indians, who wore just returning 
from a plundcrinix excursion among the settlements. 

In an instant, he comprehended the full extent of 
his danLTor. Escape seeninl out of tlie question, either 
in the direction of Short Creek or back to the bottom. 
A fierce and revenireful fi)e completoly hemmed him in, 
cutting off cviiy clianee of siioce-isful retreat or escape. 
What was to be done? Fall into their hands, and 
share the mo^t refined torture savatre in*renuitv could 
invent? TahI tliought was ajrony ; and, in an instant, 
tlie bold soldier — preferring death am-jng the rocks and 
brambles, to the knife and fagirot of the savage — de- 
termined to plunge over th* preeipice l>efore him.* 
Without a moMKiit's hesitation, for the savages were 
pressing ujK)n him, he firmly adjusted himself in his 
satldle, grasped .-ev'urtly the britlle with his left hand, 
and hUj)porting his riile in the right, j)ushed his un- 
faltering old hf)rse over. A plunge, a ora^h — crackling 
timlxjr and tumbling rocks were all that the \vtm<lering 
sava-jres could see or hear. They lockt^i chagrinvd, but 
bewildered, one at another; and while thev inwardlv 

<'Tho liill. Ill this point, is full ihrM- hiiiiclnMl fi^fi in lit'l|r]it, 
aii«l, at Ihat tiiii**, was in inaiiy i>Iai-«-«» p»TpfiifUoular. Since 
Www the i-onsiiuciif)!! of ihi' road lia^ soim-wliat chani;f<l i!-* 
f«*atur»*s. Tin* I'Xavl s|x»t wliorr thi» rider wt-nt over, Ls close 
to u suiuU house staudiug Dear where the ruaci crosses. 
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retted that tlic fire liiwl lieen spnreil its duty, they 
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3 thul iiieir most inveterate ' 
li beyoud the power of doiug further 
i 11 single savnge had recovered 
what should ihey «te hut the in- 
TuIiK'rahle major, on his white slt-ed, galloping serosa 
the peninsula. Such was the feat of Major Mi^Colloch, 
certainly uiic of the mast daring and Bucce»<rul ever 
Blternpled. The place han beconie meinornhle as 
_McColloch'8 Leap, and will remain so long aa the hill 
ind the rei'olleitions of the past have a place 
k the hearts of (he people. Our engraver haa givea 
J very effective and correct repnaentatlou of this I 
■ leap." 

I It la a matter of great repret that more of the stir- 
g iflcideuts in tliLs niau'» lifi- have not Ikpu collected 
. r preserved. Toward ihe latter end nf July, 1782, 
idicatiouK of Indian.* having been noticed hy some of 
^•. acttli'i?, Miijor McColUich and hi? hrotlier Joha J 
Runted their lioit'es, and left Vim Metre's Fort, to J 
^rlain the torrectnesa of the repuit They croiiwdj 
%ort Creek, aitil contiiiue<l in the direction of W))wl-J 
ing. hut iuclioing lowunl tlie river. They tcont^'J 
dii^ly hut cautiously, ami not discovering any eiich-1 
" sigtiH " us hud been sl:ile<l. dttyfeiidt-il tii tlie bottom,. 1 
at u |H>int about two miles ulwvi! Wheeling. They thea>l 
pnsH«d up the river to the intiiith of .Short ('reek, and J 
thence un Girty'g Point, in the direction of Van I 
Metro's. Kot discov<ring any imlicnlious of the eiiemr, I 
the brothers were riding leimirely along (July 30, I 
17X2). nml when a short distiiuce lieyond [he "ixiint," j 
a deadly disihnrgc of rifles took place, killuie Major * 
McC'^illuch instantly. His brother esctipcl, not his 
hor»c was kilk'd. Immediately mounling tliat of hia 
brother, he nmde off \a give the alarm. As yet no 
enrmy had licen seen; but turning in liiN coddle, alW 
riding fil\v ynnls, the pulli wim tilled witli Indiana, 
and one fellow in llm act of ecaliiing tlie uiifurtutinte j 
major. Quick as thooghi the Htfe of John was at hit I 
ehouldcr, and, in an iuMntit more, the .<avage vtnn mII- j 
Wpi iu the ngoiiicH of death. John McCollucb c«ca[icd j 



870 



WRSTEnN ADVEifTVliE. 



to the furt unhurt, with the exceptiou of a t-ltght wound 
OU llJH llip. 

On thu following (lay a paity of men, from Van 
Metre's, wuui nut ami gathereil up the mutilitlei] re- 
niaina of Mttjor JlcColloch. The eavages had disem- 
boweled him. hut the viscera all reoiaiiiol, cxeept ihe 
htarl. Some year§ subsequent to this melancliuly ttStur, 
nn Indian, wlio had be«n one of ilie parly ou this ocui- 
aion, told Home whites that tlic heart of Major McCoh 
loch had been divided and rwten by Uie party. This was 
dune, Biud he, tliat '*wc he bold, like Major MeCol- 
loch." On Another occasion, an Indian, in Kueaking of 
the incident, said, "The while (meaning John McC'ol- 
loch) had killed a great captain, but they (the ludiui^ 
Imd killed a greater one." 



REMARKABLE ESCAPE. 
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One of the most remarkable escapes upon nOQ{ 
that of Thuma* Mill?, The eircumt'tiiuces were tha«: 
On tJie thirtictli day of July. 17s3, Mills and two olhw 
men, Heury Hmith ami tiambleton Kerr, started nn a 
fishing excursion, up tlie river, from Wheeling. 'Wlien 
near Glenn's Run, n party of Indians, who had watrlin] 
the movements of the whites, fired upon ihem, killing 
Bmith, and wounding Mills in fourteen places. He liaa 
that many distinct bullei-holes in him, and yet not one 
of them was mortal. Kerr escape<l. Juat before thn 
attack. Mills and his compiinioDs had caught an enni^ 
mons catfish (weighing 87 pounds) ; and w'lieii the men 
were takeu from the canoe, at Wheeling, iheir appear- 
ance was truly fnelitfnl— they were literally coverwl 
with blood and sand. Mills recovered frnra his wound*, 
and, aa late as 1850, was living ou the Ohio, near Shade 
Kiver. He was. in his time, a most useful man on the 
frontier, possessing great experience as A liuntcr and 

Kerr was one of the most efficient spies west of the 
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Ohio Hiver, His father was killed nenr the mouth of | 
DuckCiwk, in the summer of 1731. Two of his neigh- 
bora who were passing dowu the river in a canoe, on 
the Virginia side of the ieland, hearing the report of 
a gun, landed and passed over the island, where they 
saw two Indians going from the canoe ui which Kerr 
Uj, with (he struggles of death still upon him. This 
murder of his father greatly exasi>enited Hambleton, 
and, thencefonvard, no Indian was safe who crossed Ids j 
path, whether in lime of war or peace. He settled at | 
llie mouth of a email etreatn, nuw known as Kerr'* ] 
Run, at the upper end of the flourishing town of J 
Pomeroy, Ohio. 



I 



CAPTIVITY OF TWO BOYS. 

In the spring nf 1785. the Indians early re-appeared I 
In the neigh IwrhDod of Wheeling. One of tlieir firakM 
sets, on Wheeling Creek, Wita the captivity of two boyi, I 
John Wetael, jr., and Freiierick Erlewyne, the fomicrv 
shout sixteen years of age, and the latter a year or tint J 
TDunger. The hoys had gone fkvm the fort, at Shep^ 1 
titrd's, for the purpose of catehiug holies. One of tM 1 
•trar animals was a mare, wiih n young colt, helongiog J 
to Wctiel's Mister, and ahe had offered the foal to Jolidti I 
A8 a reward for finding the mare. While on iKIh «ervicv|.l 
they were captured by a party of fmir Indinns, wbotfl 
having come across the horses, hud seized and socur«4i| 
them m a thicket, expecting the hells would attmot^ 
the notice of tiieir oivners. sn ihey cuuld kill them. 
Tlio horse was ever a favorite object of jilunder with 
the savagea; as not otdy fncilit.ititig his own ewiipe 
fVom pursuit, but also assisting him in enrr^ing off tne 
spoil. The boy!>, hearing the well known tnikle of tlie 
I bells, approached the iipot where tin- ludiniui lay con- 
ceah'd, on ni^tu luting tlicmsclves on thdr good hiok in 
i so readily Boding the strays, when they were iniiafr- 
I'diatcly seised by the savngcs. John, in attempting t4 
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escHpe, was shot tlirougli the wrist. HU companion 
hesitating to gu with the Indians, and beginning to cry, 
they (lisftalcheii him with Hie lomuhawk. John, who 
hill) iince before been tiiken prisoner, nnd escaped, 
made Hj^lit uf it, and went along cheerfully with bia 
wounded arm. 

The party struck the Ohio River early the following 
morning, at a iwint near the mouth of Grave Creek, 
and just below the clearing of Mr, Toralinson. who 
w'ltli Ilia family waa at that time in the fort at Wheel- 
ing. Here they (bund some hogs, and killing one of 
ttiera, put it into a canbe they had stolen. Three of 
tlie Iniliuns took possession of tlie canoe, with their 
iirisnner, while the other was busied in swimming the 
liorses across the river. Il so happened that Isaac 
"Williams, Hambleton Kerr, and Jacob, a Dutchman, 
had come down that morning from Wheeling, to look 
aller the cattle, etc., leit at the deserted settlement. 
When near the mouth uf Little Grave Crtek, a mile 
above, they heard the report of a rifle. " Dod rot 'cm," 
exclaimed Mr. Williams, "a Keutuuk' boat has landed 
at tliQ creek, and they are shooting my hogg." Quick- 
ening their pace, in a few minutes they were vitbin a 
short distance uf the creek, when they heard the loud 
snort of a horse. Kerr, being in the prime of life, and 
younger than Mr. Williams, was several rods ahaadt 
and reached tlie bank first. As he looked into the 
creek, he saw three Imllans standing in a canoe ; OBB 
was in tho stern, one in the bow, and the other in Lba 
middle. At the feet of the latter lay fonr rifles and 
a dead hog; while a fourth Indian was snimming a 
horse, a few rods from shore. The one in tho stern 
had his paddle iti the edge of the water, in tho act of 
turning and shoving the uinoe from the mouth of the 
creek into the river. Before they were aware of Ju8 
presence, Kerr drew np and shot the Indian in the 
stern, who instantly fell into the water. The crack of 
rifle had scarcely censed, when Mr. Willia 



nj> atid shot the one in the bow, who also full overboard. 
Kerr droppeil his own rifle, and seizing tliut of the 
Dutchman, shot the remaining Indian, He fVll over 
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into tlie water, Inil M\ held on to tlie siile of the caDoe 
with one tiuud. ^o ntiiazed wan tlie lust ludmn ut tlie 
iUU of his cumpiiiiioiis, ttiut he never uQereil to lift oiie 
of the riftfs, which lay ut bis I'eet, iu Eelf-defense, but 
acted like tiiie bereft of his Geii«e». 

By this time the catioe, impelled by the impetus 
given to it by tlie first Indian, bud reached the current 
of the river, and was some rod» below the mouth of the 
creek. Kerr inslantly reluade<] hU gun, and seeing an- 
other man lying in the butlom of the canoe, raised it 
to his face as in the act of firing, when be cric<I out, 
"Don't thoot, I am a while man I" Kerr told him to 
knock loose the Indian's hand from the side of the 
canoe, and paddle to the shore. In reply he said bis 
waa broken, and be conid not. The current, how- 
eet it neur eomo rocks not far fitim laud, on 

ich he jnin|>ed and waded oiit. Kerr now aimed his 
yifle at the Indian on borse-bnck, who, by this time, 
had reached the middle of the riyer. The »hot struck 
near him, ^nla^liing the water on bis naki'd skin. The 
Indian, s<<eing the fate of his companions, with the 
iilmoBt bravery sHpited from tlic horee, and swam for 
tlie cnnne in nliich were .tlie rifles of the four warriors. 
This was an act uf necessity as well ns of daring, for he 
well know he could not reach hnme without the meant 
of killing game. He nn'tt gained pcsse^sion of the 
canoe, unmolestvii crossed with iho arms to his own side 
of the Ohio, mc)unti><l the captive horfe. which had 
swam lo the Imlian shore, and, witli a yell of defiance, 
escai>ed into the wumls. Tlie ciuioe was turned adrift, 
to dpile his enemies, and was tuken up near Maysrille, 
Kentucky, with the deiul bog still in it — the cause of 
"" tlieir mi,' fur tunes. 
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THE TWO JOHNSON BOYS. 

ANOTHER BRAVE BOY. 

Since giving, on page 286, the remarkable story of 
the two tfohnson boys, we have met with a detailed 
statement of the whole transaction, by Henr^ Johnson, 
the younger brother, who was still living, m 1851, in 
Monroe (>)unty, Ohio. We copy fix)m De Mass' History 
of Western Virginia, page 300: 

Antioch, Monbob CorNTY, Ohio^ 1 
Jdniiary 18, 1851. j 

Dear Sir: — ^Yours of the eighth instant has just 
oome to hand, and I, with pleasure, sit down to answer 
your request, which is a statement of my adventure 
with the Indians. I will give the narrative as found 
in my sketch book. 

I was bom in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, 
February 4th, 1777. When about eijjht years old, my 
father, James Johnson, having a large family to provide 
for, sold his farm, with the expectation of acquiring 
larger possessions fartlrer west. Thus he was stimulated 
to encounter the perils of a pioneer life. He crossed 
the Ohio River, and bought some improvements on 
-what was called Beach Bottom Flats, two and a half 
miles from the river, and three or four miles above tlie 
month of Short Creek, with the expectation of holding, 
by improvement-right, under the Virginia claim. Soon 
after we reached there, the Indians became troublesome; 
they stole horses, and killed a number of persons in our 
neighborhood. When I was between eleven and twelve 
years old, in the month of October, 1788, I was taken 
prisoner by the Indians, with my brother John, who 
was about eighteen mouths older than I. The circum- 
stances were as follows : 

On Saturday evening we were out with an older 
brother, and came home late in the evening. The next 
morning one of us had lost a hat, and, about the middle 
of the day, we thought that perhaps he had left it where 
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Iiro had been at work, about three-fourths of a mile ft 
fHie house. We went to the place and found the hi 
*- tad sat down ou a log by the ruad-sidf, and commenci 
cracking nuts. In a sliort lime wc f&w two men com- 
ing toward us from the house. By their dress, wa 
supposed thev were two of our neighborB, James Ter- 
due and J. ftu^ell. We paid hut little attcnlion lo 
them, until they came quite near us, when we saw our 
uiBtake — they were black. To escape by flight was 
inipo^ble, had we been ' disposed to try. We ^at slill 
Ijintil tliey rarae up. One of them said, "How do, 
iJirodder?" My brother asked them if they were In- 
idiftne, and they answered in the affirmative, and said 
are must go with them. One of thim had a blue buck- 
diin pouch, which he gave my hruther to carry, and, 
iritliout farther ceremony, we took un the line of march 
|br the wildenies?, not knowing whetlier ne thould ever 
return to our cheerful home; and, not having much 
Qnve for our commanding officers, of course we obey«l 
Kprders very tardily. The mode uf march was thus, 
Hone of the IndlaTi^' walked about ten steps before, the 
f Other about len Iwhind us. 

After traveling Kome distance, we balled in a dc 
_KilIitw, and ^at down. They took nut Iheir ki ' 
f Vhct them, and talked some lime in the Indinii tongi 
ne could nitt understand. Mr limtlii'r and 1 i 
i^ght or t<-» »te|>s fVom them, and lalktH] about killil 
I Ihem that night, and making our ('scniio. I i 
I from their looks anil actions, that tiiey wire going 
kill us; and, 9trang<- tn say, fill no alarm. I (bought 
I would rather die tluin go with tb<-n>. The most of 
my troubh' was, that my father and mother would be 
frelling after us — not knowing nbat hail become of 
I exprcstud my thoughts lo .lohn, who went and ho| 
tn tiilk vilh then. He naid that father was cro^ 
him, and made liim work hard, and that he did 
like hard work ; that bo would rather lie a hunter, an< 
live in the wooils. This ocenietl to plea-e them ; for thi-y 
put up their knives, and talked more lively and plea^ 
ftntly. We became very fiimiliar, and maur ijiiestiont 
paned Lietwe«u un; all parties were Tcry mtjuisitir'' 
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They asked my brother which way home was several 
times, and he would tell them the contrary way every 
time, although he knew the way very well. This would 
make them laugh ; they thought we were lost, and that 
we knew no better. 

They conducted us over the Short Creek Hills in 
search of horses, but found none ; so we continued on 
foot until night, when we halted in a hollow, about 
three miles from Car|>enter*s Fort, and about four miles 
from the place where they first took us. Our route be- 
ing somewhat circuitous, we ma^le but slow progress. 
As night began to close in, I became fretful. My 
brother encourapjed me, by whispering that he would 
kill them that night. After they had selected the place 
of our encampment, one of them scouted round, whilst 
the other struck fire, which was done by stopping the 
touch-hole of his gun, and fl:ishing jiowiler in the pan. 
After tlie Indian got tlie fire kindled, he ro-priiucd tlie 
gun, and wont to an old stump to get some tinder wood ; 
and, while he was thus employed, my brother John took 
the ^y\\\, cocked it, and was ahout to shoot the Indian. 
Alarmed, lest the other miLdit he close bv, I remon- 
strated, and, taking hold of the gun, prevented him 
sho )tinL'^ ; at the same time I l)egjed him to wait till 
ni!j:lit, and I w.mld help him kill thv-m hoth. The otlier 
Indian came hack ahout dark, wh^n we took our supper, 
such as it was — some corn parched on the cods, and 
some roa-ted pork. We then sat down and trnked tor 
some time. They sct^med to he ae(|uainte<l with the whole 
border settlement, from Marietta to Beaver, and eonld 
nuinher every fort and block house, and a>ked my 
brothiT how many fighting men there were in each 
place, and how many iruns. In some j)laees, niv hrother 
said, there were a good many more guns tlian there 
were fighting men. They a-ked what use were these 
guns. He said that the women could load while the 
men fired. But how did these guns get there? Mv 
hr-jther sai 1, when the war was over with Great Britain, 
the sohliers that were enlisted during the war were 
(li^chnrL^ed, and they Kft a great many of their guns at 
the stations. They asked my brother who owned that 
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'black liorsc that wore a bell. He answci'ed, fathai 
"They then said tlie Indians could never cntcli l" 
[ horse. 

Wc then went to bed on the nnked ground) to rest tu 
BtucI}- oul ihu be?t mode of attuL'k. They put us be>j 
I tueen ihein, that they might l^e the better able to guarll 
I tiB. After a while, one of the Indianf, supporaug ireJ 
I were asleep, got up mid stretched himself on the olher^ 
I side of tbe fire, itud soon began to eiiore. John, whtti 
hod been watching every motion, found they werfrl 
Bound osleep. He wbipjKred to me lo get u.", whid 
we did a^ carefully as posdhle. John took the gui.^ 
with which the luUiau had Rlruck fire, cocked it, anK 

J laced it in the direction of the head of one of 
oiliau?. He then took" a tomahawk, and drew it t 
the head of the other Indian. I pulled the triff 
ftnd he struck at the same instant; the blow, fulling^ 
I bio far back on the neck, uuiy stunned the Indian, 
pile attempted to Gpitng to his fict, uilering moat 

■ lideous yells, hut my brother repenieH the blows with 
Bi'suob elfect tlmt the conlliit bet^iimo terrible, and foiii^> 
B what doubtful. The Indian, hunever, was forced ^H 

■ yield to tho blow? he received on hi» hcnd, and, in^H 
I short time, he lay quiet at our fcot. Tho one tbat w^| 
ftihot never moved; and, fearing ihorcwcrc others c1o4| 
Hby, WK hurried off, and took notliinf; with us but tliN 
Bfc un I shot with. They had t<>ld u^ we would seo ItKl 
HBiana about to-morrow, so we tliought that there woa iil 
^&nnip of Indiana elow by; nnd fvnriiig the report o^| 
^^!^>^i;uo. the Indi.in hallooing, nnd I calling lo Juh^H 
Knighi'SEing tlicni upon us, wc took our course towar^| 
^^e river, and. -m (loipg ahoul ihrec-fnurths of a tnili^l 
iTaime [» a pttli which Id lo L'tiriicnt^r's Fori, ifjj 
V brother hcic hung up hi.' hnt. tliat he might knavl 
t Whi-ro to take off to find the camp. /M 
I We p't to the fort n liltle before day-break. ^^H 
■relsled i-ur adventure, nnd, the next day. a ^mall par^H 

■ ircnt out with my br<ah<T. nnd found the Indiitn th^H 
KlTAd tomahawked on the ground ; tho other had crawl^H 
mtlE, and was not found till Fomo lime after. He vr^| 
nbot through, close by the ear. v 
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Having concluded ibis narralive, I will give % de- 
Bcription of the two Indians. They were of the Dela- 
ware tribe, and one of them a chief. He wore the 
badges of his office--the wampum belt, three half- 
moons, and a silver plate on his breast ; bands of sQver 
on bodi arms, and his ears cut round and omamoited 
with silver; the hair, on the top of his head, was done 
up with silver wire. The other Indian seemed to be 
a kind of waiter. He was rather under size, a plain 
man. He wore a fine beaver-hat, with a hole shot 
through the crown. My brother asked him about the 
hat He said he killed a captain, and got his hat. My 
brother asked him if he had killed many of the whites, 
and he answered, a good many. He then asked him 
if the b^ Indian had killed many of the whites, and he 
aiisweHKi: a great many, and that he was a great cap- 

tarn — a chief. 

[Signed] Henry Johnson. 

In connection with the above, and to still farther 
show of what material the boys were made in the 
great heroic age of the West, we give the following, 
which we find in a recent communication from ]\[ajor 
Nye, of Ohio. The scene of adventure was within the 
present limits of Wood County, Virginia: 

** I have heard, from Mr. Guthrie and others, that, 
at BcUville, a man had a son, quite a youth, say twelve 
or fourteen years of age, who had been used to firing 
his father's gun, as most boys did in those days. He 
heard, he supposed, turkeys on or near the bank of the 
Ohio, opposite that place, and asked his father to let 
him take the gun and kill one. His father, knowing 
that the Indians frequently decoyed people bv such 
noises, refused, saying it was probably an Indian. 
When he had gone to work, the boy toolc the gun and 
paddled his canoe over the river, but had the precau- 
tion to land some distance from where he had heard 
the turkey all the morning, probably for fear of scar- 
ing the game, and perhaps a little afraid of Indians. 
The banks were steep, and the boy cautiously advanced 
to where he could see without being seen. Watching 
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f»r liis 'gnme, he liappened lu see an Indian 
j^uliously Iwikiug uvcr a log, to notice wliere the boy 
V]Md lunded. Tile lud iixetl bU gun nt a rest, w&icliine 
the pliiee where he had seen tne Indian's head, and 
when it u|>peared again, fired, and the Indian disap- 
peanMl. The hoy drupped the gun and ran for his 
cunoe, which he paduW over the river as soon as 

rwible. When lie reached home, he said, "Mother, 
have killed an Indian!' and the mother replied, 
"No, you have not.' 'Yes, I have,' said the boy, 
The father coming in, he made the same report to 
him, and received the same reply; but he conetantly 
Rlfirnied it was even so; and, as the gun was Icl^, a 
party took the boy over the river to find it, and ^how 
the place where lie shot the Indian, and, behold, his 
wonts were found verified. The ball had entered the 
heaii, where the boy had Banned he shot, between 
_the eye and ear." 

Buch " boys" made the men of the Republic in after 
men whom neither tyranny nor oppreaion could 
pubdue. 
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Of the many brave spirits who started into Cxiat«nM 
at the first drum-tap of tlie Revolution, but few haW 
become belter known or more respected, in the Weslj 
tlhau the gnllnnt Brady, ruplain of the spies. At I 
KTery early age, this devoted parlinan gave indicatioi 
tot future usefulness; exhibiting, in all his movement 
IB spirit and n purpi>se to do and dare Mhicli marke^ 
ftllin:! OS ft man of no ordinary (.'baractcr, and provt 
Thim fit for almost any emcr^'ncv, 
I Brady was emphalimlly the Marion of the Wee_ 
■Like the Cbcvatier Bayurtl, lie was "without fear and" 
Klrithout reproach." A bolder or braver man never 
<drew a sword or fired a rifle; and tlie.ie marked 
lemeiits of bis nature renderetl bin) Uie terror of thfl 
bdian warrior, wlietlier uti the scout or iu the wigwam 
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for he felt Iiimself alike insecure firom the noiseless 
vengeance of the "leader of the spies." No man 
stood higher in the esteem of the hardy settlers, aud 
no name could inspire more of confidence and of safety 
than that of Samud Brady. During the whole of the 
fierce, protracted, and saiieninarj war, which ravaged 
the frontier settlements of Virginia and Pennsylvania, 
from 1785 to 1794, no man could so quiet the trembling 
and fear-stricken settlers as Captain Brady. His pres- 
ence, backed by the band of devoted followers who 
always stepped in his foot-prints, was felt as security 
every-where. The fond mother, who, in after years, 
related to her children the many thrilling incidents of 
fit)ntier Hie which she witnessed and passed through, 
never faileil, as she thanked her Heavenly Father for 
having protiH;ted her little innocents from the scalping- 
kuife and tomahawk, to express her heartfelt gratitude 
to liiin wlio liad been tlie instrumentality of saving lier 
all from savage bar])arity. 

Samuel Bra«ly was born at Shippensburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1750. His father, John Brady, was made a 
captain in the Colonial army, for his services in the 
old French and Indian wars. The family, at an early 
day, movt'd to the Susquehanna. On the breaking 
out of the Ilevoliition, Samuel joined a volunteer com- 
pany, and marchetl, to Boston. The patriotic fervor of 
the youth, prompted the commander to offer voung 
Brady a com mission ; but his father objecttid, thinking 
he was too young, saying, ** First let him learn the du- 
ties of a soldier, and then he will better know how to 
act as an officer." 

** In 1776, Samuel Brady was appointed a first lieu- 
tenant. He continued with the army, and was in all the 
principal engagements, until after tlie battle of Mon- 
mouth, when he was j)romoted to a captaincv, and 
ordered to the West, under Colonel Brodhead. On 
their march, he had leave to visit his iriends in 
Northumberland County. His father, in 177(5, had 
accepted a captaincy in the twelfth Pennsylvania 
regiment, been badly wounded at the battle of Brandy- 
wine, and was then at home. Whilst there, he heard 
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of hlB brother's dialli, who had been murdered by lh« 
Iiididns, on tlie oinlli of Au^u-i, 1778. He rtmtiinedj 
t home until 1779, anil iheii reji)iiied Iiis rfgimeut a 
bttfiburgh. Diirinj; the eame year, hia father wai 
■nnlercd by the Indians; and then it was tliat ovi 
to svure veng<aanw.' agahi^t the whule race. Terrihlyifl 
I, did be keep that vow." 
I In 1761, tlie Indians became very troublesome in tb( 
pttlementB ubove Filti'burgli. Washington, as we havd 
where noticed, knew vt-ry well tlmt the only eimM 
taty of safety waa to etrike ilie enemy ut home, WiliL 
Jkis view, he dincted Colonel Briid)iea<l to «eiid Bomfll 
■liable [lei-etm In their towns, wlio could asceriaiq 
_ieir strength, resourees, etc. Colonel Brodhead's ke« 
military eye saw in Brady the very nmn for the service, 
and giving him llie neaasary inainictions, the galtairi 
Boldicr ftnrted on bis perilouB niifi^ion, accompanied l ' 
John Williaineon and one of the Wetscli^ These mc 
were ea cum[ili.-tely disguised as Indians, that it watil4 
almost have defied the Akill and cunning of a genninf 
ohief to detect the deception. 

I. After a hurried march, they reached the Indian town a: 
Bplier ^ndusky, ehorily niter dark. Brady piieKd ItB 
^11, tlien entered the umu, and after a thoroii^li recoid 
^iter, nji>iiied his companions, and commenced a rapiq 
ntroiiL Hia keen eye had i-aught a lurking: siir[iicia 
p some of thow whom he mvt, and it wna deemed im 
poriant to gel beyond their roach aa raj>idly as posi-iblej 

With scarcely a moment's intermission, the thi 
jravoied all night, and stopping n few mhiuies in t 
taorning, discovered the Indiuns were in piirtuit. In- 
reaeing their movementa, and adopting the precautioi 
r traveling u|M>n logs, and avoiding direct routes, tht 
'a wore soon beyond immediate danger. The remain 
:■ of that day. all of that uiglit, and part of ttM. 
^ird day. piuecd without any cause of appreiiensiui^fl 
E^tigucil and hungry (their sole diet since leavin^n 
^lome having iH^n (uirclied corn and jerked vcnisonv]^ 
■iiie pnrty concluded to take a rest. Willinmsun stool 
' vhile the others slept Brady, at all times a 
■i^^at snorer, on thia occasiou gave vent to sounds tliat^ 
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in the language of WQliamson, *' were enough to ahum 
all the Indians between here and Sandusky." Think- 
ine a change of position might stop the nasal artillery, 
Williamson tunied Brady, and then resumed his seat 
by the fire. Scarcely had he seated himself, when he 
detected the stealthy tread of a savase. Looldng atten- 
tativdy in the direction of the sound, he saw an Indian 
cautiously approach, and waiting until he came neariy 
up, the guara took steady aim and fired. One con- 
vulsive spring, a heavy fall, and deep groan, were all 
that could be seen or heard. His companions sprang 
to thdr feet and moved rapidly off, to avoid an attack; 
but this was the only Indian, and the three traveled on 
without further attempt at molestation. Acconling to 
the account Aimished by one of the family, of whidi 
we shall have occasion frequently to avad oarselves 
during this notice — 

**The map furnished by General Brodhead was found 
to be defective. The distimce was represented to be 
much less than it really was. The provisions and am- 
munition of the men were exhausted by the time they 
bad reached the Big Beaver, on their return. Brady 
shot an otter, but could not eat it. The last load was 
in his rifle. They arrived at an old encampment, and 
found plenty of strawberries, which they stopped to 
appease their hunger with. Having discovered a deer- 
track, Brady followed it, telling the men he would per- 
haps get a shot at it He had gone but a few rods, 
when he saw the deer standing broadside to him. He 
raised his rifle and attempted to Are, but it flii>hed in 
the pan. He sat down, picked the touch-hole, and 
then started on. After going a short distance, the path 
made a bend, and he saw before him a large Indian on 
horse-back, with a child before, and its mother behind, 
and a number of warriors marching in the rear. His 
first impulse was to shoot the Indian on horseback; 
but, as he raised the rifle, he observe<l the child's head 
to roll with the motion of the horse. It was fast asleep, 
and tied to the Indian. He stepped behind the root of 
a tree, and waited until he could shoot the Indian, with- 
out danger to the child or its mother. 
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"When he considered the chance certain, he fired, 

I Hk Indian, child, and mother, all fell from the 
Tiorse. Brady called to his men, with a voice that made 
the forest ring, to surrouud the Indians, and give them 
a general fire. He sprang to the fnllen Indian s powder- 
horn, but could not pull it off. Being dressed like an 
Indian, the womun thought he "vob one, anil said, ' Whr . 
did you shoot your hrotherf He cnught up the child, J 
saying, 'Jenny Stoop, I am Captain Brady; foUoi 
and I will secure yuu and your child.' He caught her 
hand in his, carrying the child under the other arm, 
and dasheil into theliru^h. Many guns were fired at 
him, but no ball touched, and the Indians, dreading an 
aiubu»cHde, were jihid to muke off. The next day he 
arrived at Fort MTntosh, with the woman and her child, 
liie men had gottliere before him. They had heard his 
war-whoop, and knew lijey were Indians he had en- 
countered, but having no ammunition, had taken to 
their heels and run off." ] 

"The incursions of the Indians had become so fr6> I 
quent, and their ontrat^ea so alarming, that it wa4 I 
thought advisable to retaliate upon them the injnries I 
of wiir, and to carry into the country occupied by then 1 
the same system with which they had visited the selllo* J 
nicnts. For this purpose an ndcquaie force was pro- T 
vided, under the immediate command of General Brod- 1 
hi»id, the command of the advance guard of which was I 
confided to Captain Brady. 1 

" The troops proceeded up the Alleghany River, and 1 
had arrived near the mouth <if Redbnnk Creek, now | 
known by the uame of Brady's Bend, without encounter- I 
ing an enemy. Brady and bis rangers were some di^ J 
tance in front of the main bo<lv. as their duty required, J 
when they suddenly discoveretl a war-party of Indiana J 
approaching them. Relying on thp etreneth of tliQ 1 
main l>odv, and its ability to force the Indians to ro| 
treat, and anticipating, as Nnpoleon did in the baltia 
wiih the Mamelukes, that, 
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hen driven buck, thef J 
h(-y had advanced » 
1 without hindcrance, I 
paas, higher up thfl 1 
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river, where the rocks, nearly perpendicular, approached 
the river, and a few determined men might successfully 
combat superior numbers.'* 

In a short time the Indians encountered the main 
body under Brodhead, and were driven back. In full 
and swift retreat they pressed on to gain the pass be- 
tween the rocks and the river, but it was occupied by 
Brady and his rangers, who failed not to pour into 
their flying columns a mo!?t destructive fire. Many 
were killed on the bank, and many more in the stream. 
Cornplanter, afterward the distinguished chief of the 
Senecas, but then a young man, saved himself by 
swimming. The celebrated war-chief of this tribe, 
.Bald-Eagle, was of the number slain H)n this occasion. 

"The army moved onward, and after destroying all 
the Indiana* corn, and ravaging the Kenjua Flats, re- 
turned to Pitti)bur*zh. 

''Shortly after Captain Brady's return from 8an- 
dii-kv, ho was observoil ono evenincr, bv a man of the 
name of Phout-, sitting in a solitary part of the fort, 
appiircntly absorbed in thouglit. Phoutcs aj)pro:iched 
liini, pained, to the bottom of his honest heart, to per- 
ceive that the countenance of Bradv bore traces of cnre 
and melancholv. He accosted him, however, in the 
be-t Enirlish he had, and soothingly said, * Gabtain, 
was ails vou?* Bradv looked at him a short time with- 
out speaking; tlien, resuming his usual equanimity, 
repliCvl, * I have been thinking al)Out the retl-skins, and 
it is my opinion there are some abi)Ve us on the river. 
I have a mind to pay them a visit. Now, if I get per- 
mission to do so, will yon <:o along?* Phouts was a 
j-tout, thick Dutchman, of uncommon strength an<l ac- 
tivity. He was also well acquainted with the wxkmIs. 
AVhen Brady had ceased speakinir, Phouts raised him- 
self on tiptoe, and bringing his heels hard down on the 
ground, by way of emphasis, his eyes full of fire, said, 
' By dunder und lightnin, I would rader go mit you, 
Gabtain, as to any of te finest wetfdins in this guntr}*.' 
l>rady told him to keep quiet, and say nothing about 
it, lus no man in the fort must know any thing of the 
expedition but General Brodhead. Bidding Phouts 
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to call at Ilia tent in an liour, he then went to ths 
gcnerttl's quarters, whom be found reading. After the 
usual topics were liiscussed, Brady pniiMwed, for con- 
sidiration, his project of ascending the Alleghany, vitb 
but one mmi in company: stilting his reasons for appre- 
hending a descent, from that quarter, by the Imliiins. 
The gt-'Horol gave his consent ; at parting look him by 
the liaml in n friendly manner, advUing him how to 
proceed, and charjjing liim particulaily to bi? i-areftil of 
li'iH own life, and timt of the men or man whom he 
might Eclccr to accompany him. So aflectionute wera 
tlio cenerul's od monition", and so great the eniotiou he 
ilifpTnyed. thai Bnuly Icit him with tean in liis eyen, and 
rcpuircil to hie tent, wiiere he found Pbouts deep in 
convcrantion with one of bis pel Indians. 

'■ He ("hi Pboiiia of his sucifss wiib the general, and 
that, an it was early in the light of the moon, they must 
get rcwiy and be off betimes. 

"They immciliately set about cleaning their guns, 
preparing their ammunition, and, having secured a 
Mnidl quiuitily of ^nlt, lay down to^'clher and slept 
si'Undiy until a1)oiit two hours licfore d^iybrcak. Braity 
niv'.ke first, nnd stirring I'hinits, ciich look down the 
■dciiilly ritlc,' and whibt all but the sentinels were 
wrap]>cd in »-lecp, they Icll tJie little fort, and, in a 
hhorl lime, found themselves deep buried ui the Ibrcst. 
That day they marched through woods never traversed 
by either of iliem beiitre; following the general course 
"1' the river, they reached a small creek* that put ia ■ 
!V<>m the Piiti^burgh side; it was near night when they J 
L>d ihei'C, and having no pruvition, ihey concluded to T 
ii'iiiain there all ni};hl. 1 

■' Nest morning they ftart*'tl early, and trnvele<l all 
d;iy; in the evening they e»i>ivd a number of crowa 
li'ivering over the tops at the trees, nciir the Ixuik of 
the river. Brady told Phout* that then^ wure Indians 
II] the neiglib'i-hood, or clw? tho men who wio- exjx'cteil 
liom i^ti-quchnium at Pitt-burgh were there wicumjieil, 
iij- had I'wn «onic time heforc. 
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" Phouts was anxious to go down and see, but Brady 
forbade him ; telling him at the same time, ' We must 
secrete ourselves till after night, when fires will be made 
by them, whoever they may be.' Accordingly, they hid 
themselves among fallen timber, and remained so till 
about ten o'clock at night. But even then they could 
still see no fire. Brady concluded there must be a hill 
or thick woods between him and where the crows were 
seen, and decided on leaving his hiding-place to ascer- 
tain the fact. Phouts accompanied him. They walked, 
with the utmost caution, down toward the river bank, 
and had gone about two hundred yards, when they 
observed the twinkling of a fire, at some distanceL.on 
their right. They at first thought the river made a 
very short bend, but, on proceeding further, discovered 
that it was a fork or branch of the river, probably the 
Kiskeminetas. Brady desired Phouts to stay where he 
was, intending to go himself to the fire, and see who 
was there ; but Phouts refused, saying, * No, by George, 
I vill see too/ They approached the fire together, but 
with the utmost caution ; supposing it to be an Indian 
encampment, much too large to be attacked by them. 

** Resolved to ascertain the number of the enemy, 
Captain Brady and his brave comrade went close up 
to the fire, and discovered an old Indian sitting beside 
a tree near the fire, either mending or making a pair 
of moccasins. 

'* Phouts, who never thought of danger, was for 
shooting the Indian immediately ; but Brady prevented 
him. After examining carefully around the camp, 
he was of opinion that the number by which it was 
made had been large, but that they were principally 
absent. He determined on knowini^ more in the morn- 
ing; and, forcing Piiouts aw\iy, retired a short distance 
to await the approach of day. As soon as it appeared 
they returned to the camp, but saw nothing, except the 
old Indian, a dog, and a horse. 

'* Brady wished to see the country around the camp, 
and understand its features better; for this purpose he 
kept at some distimce from it, and examined about, till 
he got on the river above it Here he found a large 
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[ (roil of Indians, who had gone up t!ie AUeghany; to 
his judgment it amieored to have Iwen made one or 
two days before. tj|ion seeing this, he concluded to go 
buck to the camp mid take the old Indian prisoner. 

" Supposing tlie old savage to have arms about him, 
and not wishing to run the risk of the alarm the report 
of a rifle might create, if Indians were in the neighoor- 
houcl, Brady detcnuiued to eeize the old fellow single- . 
handed, without doing him further 'scath,' and carry 
him oil' to Pittsburgh. With this view, both crept to- 
ward the camp again, very cautiously. When they 

I came ao near as to perceive him, the Indian was lying 
Dii hi« back, with his head toward them. 

" Brady oidered Pliouis to remain where he was, and 
not to fire, unless the dog should attempt to assist his 
master. In that ca^e he vtms to shoot the dog, hut br 
no means to hurt the Indian. The plan being arranged, 
Brady dropped his rifle, and, loniatiawk in baud* 

I BilenUy crept toward the old man, until within a fev 
feet, theu raidng him^lf up, he made a spring like n 
panther, and with a yell that awakened the echoes 

' rouud. seized the Indiau hard and fust by the throat. 

I The old man struggled a little at first, but Brady's 

I was the grip of a liun; holding his t^imahaivk over 
the head of hU prisoner, he bade hiro surrender, as ho 
valued his life. The dog behaved very civilly; he 
merely growled a little. Phouts came up, and ihejr 

I tied tneir prisoner. On examining the camp they found 

[ nothing of value, except some powder and lead, which 
they threw ititn the river. When the Indian learned that 
he was to be taken to Pittsburgh, and would be kindly 
trented, he showed them "a, canoe, which they stepped 
into with their pri^^oner and his dog, and were Koon 
allont on the Alle^'hany. Tliey paddled swiflly along, 
for thv pnrpose nf reaching the mouth of the run uQ 
wliich tficy had encamped nmiinc up, for Brady had 
left hi» wipiiig-nwl th're. It wn* late when they got to 
the creek's mouth. They landed, made a fire, mA all 
liud down. 

" Aa goon as daylight appeared, the captain start^^ 
to where they left £ome jerlc hanging on the eveuilM 
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before, leaving Phouts in charge of the prisoner and 
his canoe. He had not left the camp long, till the In- 
dian complained to Phouts that the cords upon his 
wrists hurt him. He had probably discovered that in 
Phouts' composition there was a much larger propor- 
tion of kindness than oi fear. The Dutchman at once 
took off the cords, and the Indian was, or pretended 
to be, very grateful. Phouts was busied with some- 
thing else in a minute, and had left his gun standing 
by a tree. The moment the Indian saw that the eye 
of the other was^not upon him, he sprang to the tree, 
seized the gun, and the first Phouts knew was that it 
was cocked and at his breast. The trigger was pulled, 
but the bullet whistled harmless past him, taking with 
it a part of his shot-pouch belt. One stroke of the 
Dutchman's tomahawk settled the Indian forever, and 
nearly severed the head from his body. 

** Brady heard the report of the ritie, and the yell of 
Phouts; and supposing all was not right, ran instautiy 
to the spot, whore he found the latter silting on the 
body of the Indian, examiping the rent in his shot- 
pouch belt * In the name of Heaven,' said Brady, 
* what have you done?' ^Yu-rt look, Gabtain,' sai<i 
the fearless Dutchman, * vat (lis d — d l)lack b — h vas 
a|)0ut;' lioMing up to view the hole in his belt. He 
then related what has been stated with respect to his 
untying the Indian, and the attempt of the Jatt<^r to 
kill him. They then took off the scalp of the Indian, 
got their canoe, took in the Indian's dog, and returned 
to Pittsburgh the fourth day after their departure." 

Beaver Valley was the scene of many of Captain 
Brady's stirring adventures. We have recently visited 
some of the interesting localities, celebrated as Bra-ly's 
theater of action, and heanl from many of the older 
citizens their accounts of his thrilling exploits. They 
speak in unbounded terms of admiration of his daring 
and success; his many hair-breath escapes by ** field 
and flood;" and always concluded by declaring that 
he was a greater man than Daniel Boone or Lewis 
AVetzel, either of whom, in the eyes of the old pioneers, 
v,as the vcrv embodiment of dare-deviJism. 
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CAPT.tJK AASIVEL BRADY 



The folloning, illustrnlJng one of Brnily'a advcntnrea 
in the region referred to, we give from a publicihed 
source. In uno of hie trnpptng uud hunting excursions, 
he wne Gurpri»;<I nnd taken prtiiontfr by a pnrlj of Iii- 
dinns who liiid clojcly watched his roovempnts. 

"To have lihot or tomnhawked him woulii have been 
but & Ginnll gratification to that of satiating their re- 
venge hy burning liim at a elow fire, in the presence 
of all tlie luiliims of their village. He was tneref'nre 
token alive to their encampment, ou the vrat bank of 
the Beaver Kiver, about a mile and tt half from its 
ntoutfa. After the usual exultations and njoieings at 
the capture of a noted enemy, and causing Jiim to run 
tiio gauntlet, a fire was prepared, near which Brady 
Was plaeeil after being elripjwd, and with his amis un- 
bound. Previous to tying liim to the slake, a large 
circle was formni around, of indinu men, wcinn-Ti, nnd 
chiMrrn, dancing anJ yelling, and uttering all manner 
of thrents and abuses that their small knnwleilge of 
tlie Gngli^b language cimUl nfftird. The prisomr looked 
on these preparation!! for death anil on his savage foo 
vith a tirni countennnee and a steady t^ye, meeting all 
their threats with tnily savage fortitude. In the niidHt 
of th«ir dancing and njoieiiig, a W|uaw of one of their 
cbie& cftmo near him with a child m her arm», Quick 
as thought, and with intuitive prescience, he Bnat(.'lia4} 
it fVoni her nnd thn^w it into the midst of tlie flain(£i 
Horror stricken at the sudden outra^, the Im" 
umultaneously ru^icd to rescue tlie infant from ths 
fire. In the midst of this conriisinn, Brady darted 
from the circle, overturning all that cnme in his way. 
and rushed into the adjacent tliieket, with the Indiana 
Telling at his heels. lie o-c^udcd the steep side of a 
bill amidst n nhower of huiletA, and darting down the 
Opposite di'Hivity, secreted bimaelf in the d(«n ravinw 
anil laurel Ibicketn that nboiiod for several niiJos to the 
west. Hi« knowledge of the conntry, nnd wonderful 
activity, enableil him to elude his enemies, ami reach 
the settlemenli- in safety." 

From one "f Bradv's old so1diers~one of the noMo 

icn, wh<i, in IWl, lia*l not answered to the roll-call 
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of death — one who served with him three years, during 
the most trying and eventful period of his life, we have 
gathered the facts of the following incident. On one 
of their scouting expeditions into the Indian country, 
the spies, consisting at that time of sixteen men, en- 
camped for the night at a place called ''Big Shell 
Camp." Toward morning, one of the guard heard the 
report of a gun, and immediately communicating the 
fact to his commander, a change of position was 
ordered. Leading his men to an elevated point, the 
Indian camp was discovered almost heneath them. 
Cautiously advancing in the direction of the camp, six 
Indians were discovered standing around the iire, while 
several others lay upon the ground, apparently asleep. 
Brady ordered his men to wrap themselves in their 
blankets and lie down, while he kept watch. Two 
hours thus paased without any thing materially occur- 
ring. As (lay beg^n to appear, Brady roused his men 
and posted them side by side, himself at the end of 
the line. When all were in readiness, the commander 
was to touch, with his elbow, the man who stood next 
to him, and the communication was to pass success- 
ively to the farthest end. The orders then were, the 
moment the last man was touched, he should fire, which 
was to be the signal for a general discharge. With the 
first faint ray of light rose six Indians, and stood around 
the fire. With breathless expectation the whites waited 
for the remainder to rise, but failing, and apprehending 
a discovery, the captain moved his elbow, and the next 
instant the wild wood rang with the shrill report of 
the rifles of the spies. Five of the six Indians fell 
dead, but the sixth, screened by a tree, escaped. The 
camp being large, it was deemed unsafe to attack it 
further, and a retreat was immediately ordered. 

Soon after the above occurence, in returning from a 
similar expedition, and when about two miles from the 
mouth of Yellow Creek, at a place admimbly adapted 
for an ambuscade, a solitary Indian stepped forward 
and fired upon the advancing company. Instantly, on 
firing, he retreated toward a deep ravine, into which 
the savage hoped to lead his pursuers. But Brady 




[^tented the trick, and, in a vuice of tliuiider, ordered 
his men to tree. No sooner lia<l tliis been duii«, thnn 
tlie concealed foe rusljeii forth in great numbcre, and 
opened upon the wlijl^ a perfect storm of leaden haU. 
The brave spies returned the fire with spirit and effect; 
but as tliey were likely to be uverpowered by superior 
numbers, a retreat was ordered to the top of the hill, 
and thonce continued until out of danger. 

Tlie whiter lust one man in thia engagement, and 
two wounded. The Indian loss is eup|)osed to have 
been about twenty, in killed and wounded. i 

Captain Brady possessed all tlie elements of a brava 
and fluccessl'ul soldier. Like Marion, "he consulted 
with his men re?|>ectful]y, heard them patiently, 
i\eighed their suggestions, and xilently approached his 
own conelusions. They knew his determination only 
by hia actions." Brady had but lew auneriors as a 
wiHHlman; he would strike o«t into the heart of the 
wildiTiiess, and, with no guide but the sun by day, and 
tlie stnrs by night, or in tlieir absence, then by such 
natural marku as the bark and tops of trees, be would 
move on st«adily in a direct line toward his point of 
dotination. He always avoided beaten paths and the 
liortlers of streams, and never wa^ known to leave hia 
track behind him. In this manner he eluded pursuit, 
and defied delecliou. He wa« often vainly bunted by 
his owu men, and was more likely to find th^ than 
they him. 

h was Brady, the leader of the spies. 
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